RTI Disclosures



Right to Information Disclosures'

About us

We are Himalayan Advocacy Center, a Dharamshala based nonprofit & community
library focussed on using law, technology & design—for enhancing access to
environmental justice in the third pole.

Our vision is to create a world where it is aspirational to engage with the law,
especially from small towns—to serve communities and the planet.

Follow us on X, Instagram, LinkedIn, Substack, Whatsapp or YouTube.

Do reach out to us at himalayanadvocacy(@gmail.com or via out socials, with your

thoughts.

Note on funding

Do consider supporting our Right to Information work by giving to us securely.

This is considering efforts made by us at the Center—including working with staff
to identify potentially strategic pieces of information, filing applications and
appeals under the Right to Information Act, 2005, following up with Government
officials, and scanning and collating information.

Introduction

At the Center, we have collected significant environmental information from the
Indian state, through the Right to Information Act, 2005 (“RTI Act”).

We believe this information forms an irrefutable basis for community action to
protect the environment, especially when it comes to the third pole—also
complementing our already extensive and open access judicial tracking for the
western Himalayas.
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In order to make this information more streamlined, transparent and actionable,
we will be using this doc to lay out everything we receive (including refusals to
provide information). To learn more, check out our longform article on Substack,
laying out the full extent of our RTI work.

[Regarding the issue of admissibility of information received under the RTT Act in a Court of
Law, refer to Bhawnani, Gauray and Mebta, Aditya (2020) " Admissibility and Proof of RTI
Documents under the Indian Evidence Act," National Law School of India Review: Vol. 32:
Iss. 1, Article 5, available here. For a recent commentary on the importance of access to
information, see "Report of the (UN) Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
human rights in the context of climate change", available here. See also report of the (UN)
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression  titled ‘Sustainable development and freedom of expression: why wvoice matters”,
available here.)

Local Level

1. Dharamshala Smart City Tree Felling: Disclosures from Dharamshala Smart
City Limited regarding number of trees felled (and procedure involved) in the
process of converting the town into a Smart City.

2. Recurring damage to Jogi Bara road: Disclosures from the Offices of the
Deputy Commissioner (“DC”), Public Works Department (“PWD”) and
Municipal Corporation (“MC”) at Dharamshala regarding recurring monsoon
related cave ins and other environmental impact on the Jogi Bara road that
connects Dharamshala to McLeodganj via the Central Tibetan Administration.
In the absence of comprehensive information, we were constrained to
approach the Himachal Pradesh information commission, and secured a
tavorable order.

3. Permits granted to hotels on the McLeodganj Dharamkot road: Details from
the Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Board (“HP PCB”) containing
copies of permits granted to various hotels.

4. List of Show Cause notices issued in 2024 in McLeodganj tourist region: The
HP PCB issued “Show Cause” notices to about 30 hotels in the MclLeodganj
region (including Dharamkot, Bhagsunag and Gallu Mata) for operating
without consents under the Air and Water Acts, in 2024.

5. Restrictions on trekking and other tourist activities: Copy of order issued in
November, 2024, under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 restricting tourist
activities in the Dhauladhar range due to harsh winter weather. Details
regarding First Information Reports issues for violating the said order.
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0. Record pertaining to MLALAD scheme for Dharamshala Constituency,
Himachal Pradesh for the 14th Vidhan Sabha session (January, 2023 till
December, 2024): We obtained the complete record of all activities undertaken
by the MLA chosen from Dharamshala for the 14th Assembly, Shri Sudhir
Sharma, under the Local Area Development scheme, from the District
Planning Officer, Dharamshala.

State /Union Territory Level

Jammu & Kashmir

7. Climate change in Kashmir: Refusal to provide information concerning
records available with the MoEFCC pertaining to climate change in Gilgit
Baltistan.

8. Jammu & Kashmir Action Plan on Climate Change: Complete available record
obtained from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(“MoEFCC?”) concerning the drafting procedure behind the plan.

9. Jammu and Kashmir Action Plan for Climate Change 2024-2030 (Draft): We
obtained the draft version of the climate plan being prepared by the Union
Territory Department of Ecology, Environment and Remote Sensing,

Arunachal Pradesh

10. Arunachal Pradesh online RTI disposal SOP: Record pertaining to Standard
Operating Procedures for the newly launched State RTI Portal, obtained from
the Department of Personnel to Heads of Departments across the State.

Himachal Pradesh

11. Himachal Pradesh Action Plan on Climate Change: Complete record obtained
from the Department of Environment, Science, Technology & Climate
Change Directorate (“DEST”) concerning the drafting procedure behind the
plan®.

12. Himachal Pradesh Flood Files: Details of executive response to the 2023 and
2024 floods that took place in the State of Himachal Pradesh, obtained from

* See also a copy of RTI Application and Appeal filed by us.
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various authorities including the National Highways Authority of India
(“NHAT”), District Magistrate (“DM?”), Kullu, PWD, Revenue Department
and Directorate of Energy’.

Compliance affidavits filed by the Department of Town and Country Planning
(“TCP?”): Copies of affidavits filed by the TCP in response to orders passed by
the Himachal Pradesh High Court in the case of Kusum Bali v. State of
Himachal Pradesh, where the Court has been monitoring planning across the
State.

Himachal Pradesh online RTT disposal SOP: Letters sent by the Department
of Personnel to Heads of Departments across the State regarding timely
disposal of applications via the State online RTT Portal.

Environmental degradation at Shrikhand Mahadev: Details of executive action
taken by the Sub Divisional Magistrate (“SDM”), Nirmand regarding
pollution on the Shrikhand Mahadev Pilgrimage Route.

Himachal Pradesh Draft Hill Conservation, Preservation, Cutting and
Modification Policy, 2023: Draft policy obtained from the DEST, prepared in
response to judgment passed by Himachal Pradesh High Court in the case of
Kusum Bali v. State of Himachal Pradesh.

This policy was drafted by the TCP, and communicated to the DEST in

Spring, 2023. We’ve also obtained records of what transpired since at the end
of the DEST and the TCP.

Status of Kangra MPLADS Scheme for the 18th Lok Sabha: We obtained
details from the Ministry of Statistics, regarding how Rajeev Bhardwaj,
Member of Parliament from our district i.e. Kangra, has used the 5 Crores
allocated to MPs under the Local Area Development Scheme.

Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment studies: We obtained links to studies
carried out by the DEST across the state, including with respect to Kullu,
Hamirpur, Mandi, Kangra and Lahaul and Spiti.

Recognition of pastoralist migratory routes and halting places of Sheep and
Goat herders in Himachal Pradesh: We obtained the record from the Himachal
Pradesh Forest Department, pertaining to a landmark letter issued by it,
recognizing traditional pastoralist routes across the state and regulating
afforestation programs on such routes.

Mizoram

? Includes copies of RTI Applications and Appeals filed by us.
Information obtained from NHAI, which is a Union level ministry, has been included since
responses have been received from District level Project Implementation Units.
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20.

Mizoram Action Plan on Climate Change Record: Details of information
relevant to the drafting process behind the Action Plan, obtained from the
National Health Mission at Aizawl.

Uttarakhand

21.

22.

23.

Uttarakhand Flood Tiles: Details of expenditure incurred by the State of
Uttarakhand during the 2024 monsoon related flooding and other disasters,
including minutes of meetings and connected executive directions. Obtained

from the PWD, Uttarakhand.

Uttarakhand online RTI disposal SOP: Letters sent by the Uttarakhand
Information Commission to various departments clarifying the need for
efficient online disposal of RTI applications. We obtained these letters after a
lengthy first appeals process, leading up to a favorable order from the Senior
Bureaucracy at the Commission—wherein the need for effective disposal of
online applications was underlined.

Compliance with Chapter 9, Paragraph 9.3 of Consolidated Guidelines and
Clarifications issued under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980, regarding the Alaknanda Basin: We obtained a 2023 expert study
conducted by Prof. Dr. H.C. Nainwal, pertaining to the Alaknanda and
Dhauliganga basins, carried out as part of compliance with Chapter 9.3
compliances. Our application was also transferred to Badrinath Forest
Division, among other divisions in the Alaknanda basin area, via which we
obtained further disclosures pertaining to the 444 MW Vishnugad Pipalkoti
Hydro Electric Project.

Union Level

24,

25.

Apex Committee for Implementation of Paris Agreement Record: Full record
obtained from the Climate Change Division at the MoEFCC, pertaining to the
proceedings of the Committee since its inception*.

Escazt Agreement: Refusal to provide information concerning records
available with the Department of Commerce pertaining to the Regional
Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in
Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean.

* See our X thread documenting the entire process of obtaining this information from the
Ministry Head Office at Jor Bagh, Delhi.
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National Crisis Management Committee Meeting on Forest Fires and Heat
Waves: Minutes of meeting conducted by the Committee chaired by the
Cabinet Secretary, regarding executive response to forest fires and heat waves
at the national level.

National Green Tribunal Eastern Zone cases: Details of ongoing and disposed
cases pertaining to the North Eastern States from June 2021-23, obtained
from the Eastern Bench of the National Green Tribunal (“NGT”).

Prime Minister's Advisory Council on Climate Change (“PMCCC”): Select
record pertaining to the PMCCC since its inception, obtained from the
MoEFCC.

2023 Lhonak Lake Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (“GLOF”), Sikkim: Details
of executive response to the 2023 GLOF®, obtained from vatious departments
including the Indian Space Research Organization, Ministry of Road,
Transport and Highways (“MoRTH?”), National Disaster Management
Authority (“NDMA”), National Remote Sensing Centre. Includes refusals to
provide information by the Border Roads Organization and National
Hydropower Corporation.

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (“ITLOS”) Advisory Opinion
on Climate Change and its potential linkages with the Indian state: Refusal by
the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services and the Centre for
Marine Living Resources and Ecology, to provide records pertaining to
advisory opinion and its connection to India.

Inter Ministerial Committee on Human Rights: Copy of resolution issued by
the Ministry of External Affairs (“MEAY”) in response to India’s international
human rights obligations along with appeal proceedings. The Ministry denied
providing further information concerning the proceedings of this committee.

Aarhus Convention and Convention on Biological Diversity (“CBD”’) Round
Table Correspondence: Copies of file notings and email exchanges establishing
India’s presence as a participant in the fourth Aarhus CBD roundtable on
Public Awareness, Education, Access to Information, Public Participation and
Access to Justice regarding Living Modified Organisms/Genetically Modified
Organisms held from 11-12th December, 2023.

Record pertaining to the Indian State’s inputs to the Special Rapporteur on
Promotion of Human Rights in the Context of Climate Change (“SR”):
Copies of email exchanges (containing details of concerned officials) available
with the MEA and its Permanent Mission at Geneva, pertaining to the Indian
State’s response to the SR’s call for inputs for the purpose of drafting a report
on “Access to information on climate change and human rights”. We double

> See Ashim Sattar ef al.,, The Sikkim flood of October 2023: Drivers, causes and impacts of a
multihazard cascade. Scence 0, eads2659 DOI:10.1126/science.ads2659.
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checked with the MoEFCC regarding its role in this process, and received
further information, including email exchanges, that reflect details of
concerned officers at the climate change division therein.

Record pertaining to M.K. Ranjitsinh v. Union of India judgment: We sought
all information available with the MoEFCC since the landmark climate
judgment in Ranjitsinh was passed by the Supreme Court. Although we are still
awaiting this information, our intervention led to a favorable direction from
the Ministry regarding the need for its personnel to be appropriately trained in
handling online RTT requests.

Lithium prospecting by Khanij Bidesh India Limited (“KABIL”) in
Catamarca, Argentine Andes: Refusal by the Ministry of Mines, to provide
records regarding the recently concluded agreement between KABIL and
Camyen S.E., regarding Lithium mining in Argentina. See relevant litigation
update here.

National Thermal Power Corporation (“NTPC”) Net Zero Plan: The NTPC
denied providing us information about the specifics of its plans to achieve Net
Zero emissions across its townships and offices.

National ~Glacial Lake Outburst Floods Risk Mitigation Program
(“NGRMP”) Phase I: We obtained detailed records from the NDMA
pertaining to its communications with the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding
release of funds for implementing the NGRMP, along with a draft version of
the plan itself.

Record of the BIMSTEC Joint Working Group on Environment and Climate
Change and BIMSTEC Plan of Action on Environment and Climate Change:
The Ministry of External Affairs refused to provide us these records as they
pertained to India, citing Section 8(1)(a) of the RTT Act.

Draft 15th Arctic Expedition Report (2024 - 2025): We obtained the draft
report from the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research. The report
lays out all active projects being carried out by India in the Arctic region under
the aegis of the Centre.

Committee on Arctic Governance and and Environmental Protection: We
obtained the full record of the committee from the Ministry of Earth Sciences,

including file notings and minutes of meetings held since its formation under
the Indian Antarctic Act, 2022.

Record pertaining to India’s 4th Biennial Update Report: We obtained crucial
portions of the record leading up to the submission of India’s 4th BUR,
including presentations, notifications and minutes of meetings.

Cumulative Impact Assessment and Carrying Capacity Study of Hydroelectric
Projects on River Yamuna, Tons & its Tributaries in Uttarakhand: We obtained
the draft assessment and carrying capacity study drafted by Indian Council of


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pqaaRXGCbxbzLHYOjusCvxopwUpZs_aD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/108gDOjTWhayRJPNulo4S8UTEqxLZJmHt/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FHcIg0qExDhtEbepV9uk9OXkBwQnx1Ee/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FHcIg0qExDhtEbepV9uk9OXkBwQnx1Ee/view?usp=drive_link
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1996380
https://camyen.catamarca.gob.ar/en/about-us/
https://rightsindevelopment.org/news/lithium-mining-argentina-court-ruling/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRKm7TLZx7_IX3jipAdgVFY9OeG52An1/view?usp=drive_link
https://ntpc.co.in/media/press-releases/ntpc-and-usaidindia-sign-mou-develop-roadmap-transforming-ntpc-townships-and#:~:text=As%20a%20next%20step%20forward,and%20waste%20at%20the%20earliest.
https://ntpc.co.in/media/press-releases/ntpc-and-usaidindia-sign-mou-develop-roadmap-transforming-ntpc-townships-and#:~:text=As%20a%20next%20step%20forward,and%20waste%20at%20the%20earliest.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jUjjypd1Hi6uM48S0nBRqpYwUBmsIHNn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jUjjypd1Hi6uM48S0nBRqpYwUBmsIHNn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PycsZ9YsXEQb2FtRI5aGe9xLRIHevkGM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xEpBmYoUfSna5_Atn6Q23CQoQc0zhAK_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iUjqSgh8HhPynlImsKJlrAb2CHkyfqkY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZcEnIDQlEdnuqLAnpETQ98bWWFKgnc-h/view?usp=sharing
https://unfccc.int/documents/645149

43.

44,

45.

Forestry Research and Education (access Volume I and Volume II; access
record of Expert Appraisal Committee Meetings discussing this particular
study here). In its 33rd Meeting held on 17th June, 2025, the Expert Appraisal
Committee on River Valley and Hydroelectric Projects recommended that this
study be accepted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
for “further consideration and integration into planning and regulatory
decision-making.”

Record of the “Technical Advisory Committee” (““TAC”) of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change: We obtained the minutes of all four
meetings conducted by the TAC. The TAC is responsible for putting together
India's Fourth National Communication, its Fourth Biennial Update Report
(BUR) to the UNFCCC, its First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR) to the
UNFCCC and, and its Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT).

Record pertaining to Pune Municipal Corporation v. Sarang Yadwadkar: We
obtained the Civil Appeal filed in the Supreme Court by the PMC in Civil
Appeal 1777 of 2021, against NGT order dated 2.11.2020 whereby the
Tribunal sought “Prior Environmental Clearance” for a “High Capacity Mass
Transit Route” located in Pune.

The NGT order was novel since it required a detailed study for a type of
project not ordinarily covered under India’s EIA law. PMCs appeal was
dismissed by the Supreme Court, making the NGT determination binding in
law. The 2020 NGT order was further upheld by the Supreme Court in 2025.

For context, please refer to this post on X by the Vetal Tekdi Bachav Kruti
Samiti.

Decision of the Central Information Commission concerning disclosure of
record pertaining to India’s stance before the ICJ in the Climate Advisory
Opinion proceedings: The CIC rejected our request seeking the complete
record, while issuing certain clarifications on the particular Sections of the RTI
Act under which the Ministry of Environment had sought exemption from
providing information.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GdVDWark0O8QlwcyNQlG0CwI9AnaYn74/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PTzlfnp7n5h2VDC2QY1PEurPy5XG0_gO/view?usp=sharing
https://x.com/VTBKS_Pune/status/1985589496008806854?s=20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAkoYfzOJ1d2Z5XF8f4Y-M1nRiiMDY4G/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BATZ8jQvm7PMdZEb3keq-4pg3rvMLxIL8sTGAcOw5QM/edit?usp=sharing
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