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EU T-Chart & HW Q’s – Please answer in your notebook!  HW Grade! 

The European Union! 
Brief Intro to the EU… 
What is the European Union?  Is it a country?...No.  Is it a group of 
countries from Europe?...Yes.  Is every European country in the EU?...No…. 
Yup…It can be confusing… The European Union has been in the news a lot 
lately.  I mean…A LOT! 

 
As we’ve said before, Europe was destroyed and devastated by World War II.  The United Nations formed in 

1945 to ensure world peace, but Europe also had some work to do on its own.  The European Union grew out of 
a desire for peace in a war-torn and divided continent. Five years after World War II ended, France and 
Germany came up with a plan to ensure their two countries would never go to war against each other again. 
Because we all know war is generally over territory and resources, some of the larger European nations came 
together to ensure these resources would be somewhat, “shared.” The result was a deal signed by six nations to 
combine their coal and steel resources in 1950. 

 
Seven years later a treaty signed in Rome created the European Economic Community (EEC) - the 

foundations of today's European Union. The UK was one of three new members to join in the first wave of 
expansion in 1973. Today the EU has 27 (bye Britain) member states with a total population of just over 500 
million.  Let’s take a look more at the EU and how the EU is functional today and how the political drawing 
below proves to be funny, yet true about the European “Union.”...  

 
Flick: The European Union        

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

How to join the EU?  The European Union is open to any European country that meets these requirements: 
●​ A functioning government with rules of law and enforcement 
●​ Take an oath to protect human rights 
●​ Maintain a stable economy that can compete with other nations both in and out of the EU are those 

requirements 
 
Are there other nations who want to join the EU?  Yes.  Russia..sorta, Turkey, Moldova, Georgia (not us), 
Ukraine, and Bosnia & Herzegovina want in.  Ukraine wanting to join the EU is part of the reason Russia 
invaded in 2021.  Things are not going well because of this…   
 
Why aren’t these nations in the EU?  Many reasons…In fact, there’s no way to include all of those reasons in this 
doc that would make you understand.  Some nations are in constant conflict within the borders, and they are 
not politically or economically stable enough to be depended on…Some nations are so small that being a 
member would not benefit them…  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13GcO7fTFYpdTjV7VqeyoLcjU_0qmvrO7ZMpqHaVg5Jc/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O37yJBFRrfg


How does the EU prevent one or a few nations from taking complete control?  A new president of the EU is 
elected every 2.5 years.  No one country can politically dominate because every nation gets an opportunity to 
have a president. 
 
This is a great way to sum up the values of the European Union 

 
 

Advantages of being a European Union member 
1. It creates “harmony” on the continent. 
Harmony means “agreement” or “getting along.”  Before World War II, European nations were often fighting 
with each other politically, economically, socially, everythingly.  After World War II, with the creation of the 
United Nations, Europe tried to put the horrible fighting and political uneasiness in the past.  The EU tried to 
unite Europe to prevent future fights… So far, so good. 
 
2. The European Union has helped to improve local environments. 
Since the formation of the EU, the health and quality of the seas and beaches throughout the continent have 
improved dramatically. Europe has united to fight pollution, climate change, and environmental damage to the 
continent.  Knowing the continent has limited resources, the EU tries to get the countries to unite against 
destroying natural resources on the European continent. 
 
3. It creates a feeling of  “international security.” 
European nations have a form of mutual protection 
through NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization).  
NATO is made up of 27 countries that unite in keeping 
peace between Europe and the United States.  Nations 
contribute money to the organization to help maintain 
peace.  Some nations, the United States being one of 
them, pay far more money than others. Belonging to the 
United Nations provides another level of security. 
 

 



4. Economic security 
The Euro is the single currency shared by 19 of the 27 Member States of the European Union. It came into use 
for non-cash transactions in 1999 and for all payments in 2002, when euro notes and coins were issued.  New 
Member States are expected to adopt the euro once they meet the necessary criteria. In the long run, virtually 
all EU countries should join the euro area.   Travelers are spared the cost and inconvenience of changing 
currencies. Shoppers can directly compare prices in different countries. The European Central Bank ensures 
price stability.  

 
Are there disadvantages being in the EU?...Yup.  Most of them are economic.  Some nations 
contribute to the EU more than they economically receive.  It is almost as if they pay to be 
members, but receive no economic help …See below 

 
  How do you think this chart 
unites and divides the EU? 
 
The EU spends the money on a wide 
range of projects, but about three 
quarters of the budget every year goes 
to two main areas: agriculture and 
development of poorer areas of the EU. 
 
So, poorer countries and those with a lot 
of farms get more. Poland was the 
biggest net recipient of the EU budget 
(getting more back than it contributed 
in the first place), followed by Greece, 
Romania, Hungary and Portugal. 
 

 



Luxembourg and Belgium, two of the richest EU countries, are also on the list of EU budget net recipients 
($$$), because they receive a high proportion of the funding ($$$) as many EU institutions, such as the 
Commission and the European Parliament, are based there.  Basically, Luxembourg and Belgium give a lot of 
money to the EU, and they receive a lot of money from the EU, whereas Poland does not give a lot of money to 
the EU, and they receive A LOT of money from the EU. 

The EU in the News! 
 
Why do you think the headline/story about 
Russian sanctions is both good & bad? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below 
Migration to EU nations has created a ruckus..Should nations be able to deny immigrants 
into their country?...I mean, isn’t everyone welcome? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
President Donald Trump has threatened tariffs (taxes on imported goods) for EU nations.  This would make EU 
products imported to the United States more expensive.  The President has also told the EU that they need to 
spend more of their own money when it comes to defense from foreign nations and that the United States 
spends too much money to “support” the EU when they are in need. 

 

 
The above chart shows how Russia’s economy would do with the sanctions by other nations.  The EU is the red 
color on the bar graph.  Between 2010-2015, the European Union relied fairly heavily on Russia.  The goods 
Russia sent to the EU was mainly in the form of oil and natural gas.  Once the EU sanctioned Russia after their 
invasion of Ukraine, you can see that the number of imported goods from Russia to the EU dropped almost by 
a third.    
 
 
 

 



When Russia invaded Ukraine two years ago, the EU proposed the ban include 47 types of electronic 
components that can be used in Russian missile systems and construction and industrial goods that can also be 
requisitioned by the military, including specialized vehicles, spare parts for trucks, jet engines and cranes.  
Some goods, actually most goods, now banned from selling to Russia are goods that can be used to 
manufacture anything the Russian government could use to help its war against Ukraine.  Pretty smart, huh? 
 

“We propose, among other things export restrictions 
on multiple electronic components used in Russian 
armed systems—such as drones, missiles, 
helicopters,” 
 Ms. von der Leyen said in a speech to EU lawmakers. 
 
 
 
 
Many EU nations are worried that the United States and 
Russia’s recent talks have created tension between the United 
States and its relationship with the EU.  If the United States 
works with Putin and Russia to end the war and ask Ukraine to 
give up land and minerals, this goes against the EU’s wishes to 
punish Russia for invading Ukraine.   
 
The big problem is that the United States had supported Ukraine 
supplying weapons & money, and now it looks like the United 
States is working with Russia and will stop providing aid to 
Ukraine.  The EU is angry with this decision because it looks like 
President Trump is ignoring the EU and Ukraine and working 
with someone the EU disapproves of… 
 
The European Union (EU) is having trouble agreeing on important 
issues like defense, trade, and economic policy, which makes it 
hard for them to work together when dealing with President 
Trump. On January 31st, Trump said he would impose tariffs (taxes 
on imports) on the EU, criticizing them for not buying enough 
American products. This caused the value of the euro to drop and 
European stocks to fall. If Trump goes through with these tariffs, 
the EU will likely respond by using a mix of tough actions, some 
compromises, and dramatic moves to protect its interests. In the 
past, the EU has fought back with its own tariffs, like in 2018, when 
it reacted to Trump’s tariffs on steel and aluminum, and it now has 
stronger tools to protect itself from trade pressure. 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 



  



 
 



  



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



The EU and Climate Change…Go Green! 
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