A Vincentian Journey with Psalm 6

Facilitator Guide & Toolkit:

"From Distress to Deliverance: A Vincentian Journey
with Psalm 6" Reflection Series

I. Introduction for Facilitators

Welcome, dedicated SSVP Facilitator! Thank you for taking on this vital role in nurturing the
spiritual and ethical development of our members. This guide is designed to equip you with the
tools and insights needed to lead a meaningful reflection series based on Psalm 6.

The Purpose of this Series: This series aims to:

e Deepen participants' understanding of the human experience of suffering and solace as
reflected in Psalm 6.

e Connect these timeless themes to the SSVP mission of compassionate service.

e Foster personal humility, unwavering trust in Divine Providence, and perseverance in
service.

e Strengthen the spiritual foundations of our service and cultivate core Vincentian virtues:
humility, simplicity, and charity.

Your Role as a Facilitator: You are not just a teacher, but a guide, a prayer leader, and a fellow
traveler on this spiritual journey. Your primary responsibilities include:
e Creating a Safe Space: Foster an atmosphere of trust, respect, and openness where all
feel comfortable sharing.
e Guiding Discussion: Keep discussions focused, ensure all voices are heard, and draw
out key insights.
e Modeling Engagement: Participate in the reflections authentically, sharing your own
insights where appropriate (but don't dominate).
e Time Management: Keep sessions on track and within the allotted time.
e Encouraging Reflection: Prompt deeper thought and connection to the SSVP ethos.
e Prayerful Leadership: Lead prayers with reverence and sincerity.

Il. Core Methodologies and How to Implement Them
This series utilizes several effective adult learning and spiritual formation methodologies. Here's
how to apply them:

1. Communal Prayer (Beginning & End of Each Session)
e Purpose: To invite the Holy Spirit into the session, set a prayerful tone, and offer
collective thanksgiving and intention.
e Implementation:

o Opening Prayer: Begin by inviting participants to quiet their hearts. Use the
provided opening prayers (see Toolkit) or adapt them. Focus on inviting God's
presence and guidance for the session.

o Closing Prayer: Conclude by summarizing key insights (briefly), offering prayers of
intercession for those in need, and praying for continued guidance in SSVP service.
The provided closing prayers (see Toolkit) are designed for this.
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o Incorporating Psalm 6: Weave phrases or themes from the Psalm of the session
into the prayers to reinforce the focus.

o Flexibility: Encourage spontaneous prayer if comfortable, or invite short prayer
intentions from participants.

2. Lectio Divina Approach (Engaging with the Text Personally)
e Purpose: To allow participants to personally encounter and be transformed by the
Scripture, moving beyond intellectual understanding to spiritual resonance.
¢ Implementation:
o Preparation: Distribute the chosen Psalm verses for the session. Encourage
participants to bring their own Bibles/journals.
o The Four Movements:

Lectio (Reading): Read the passage aloud slowly, clearly, and prayerfully.
Read it a second time, inviting participants to listen for a word or phrase that
"speaks" to them.

Meditatio (Meditation): Ask participants to quietly reflect on the word/phrase
that stood out. What feelings, images, or memories does it evoke? How does
it connect to their lives or SSVP experience? (Allow 3-5 minutes of silence).
Oratio (Prayer): Invite participants to respond to God based on their
meditation. This can be a prayer of gratitude, petition, repentance, or simply
resting in God's presence. (Allow 2-3 minutes of silence).

Contemplatio (Contemplation): Invite participants to simply rest in God's
presence, allowing Him to speak to their hearts. This is a moment of pure
communion. (Allow 1-2 minutes of silence).

o Transition to Discussion: After Contemplatio, gently invite participants to open
their eyes and begin the guided discussion.

3. Small Group Sharing (for Larger Groups)
e Purpose: To provide a safe and intimate space for all participants to share their
reflections and insights, fostering deeper engagement and connection.

e Implementation:
o Forming Groups:

Optimal Size: 4-6 people per group.

Method: Count off, divide by table, or let people naturally form groups. Try to
mix up groups if the series runs for multiple sessions to encourage broader
interaction.

o Clear Instructions:

Provide specific questions for discussion (from the session plan).

Clearly state the time limit for small group sharing (e.g., "You have 15-20
minutes for your discussion").

Appoint a simple "timekeeper" or "reporter" for each group, but emphasize
that everyone should share.

o Facilitator Role during Small Groups:

Circulate among the groups, listening in.
Offer encouragement or clarifying questions if a group seems stuck.
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m Do not intervene or lead the discussion in a small group unless absolutely
necessary.

Reporting Back (Optional but Recommended): After small group time, invite
each group to briefly share one key insight or one powerful takeaway from their
discussion with the larger group. This keeps it concise and ensures everyone has
the chance to hear diverse perspectives.

4. Personal Journaling
e Purpose: To encourage deeper individual reflection, allow for private processing of
thoughts and feelings, and create a personal record of their spiritual journey.

¢ Implementation:

o

Encouragement:

m At the beginning of the series, suggest participants bring a dedicated
notebook or journal.

m  Remind them at the start of each session about the value of journaling.

Prompts:

m Provide specific journaling prompts (e.g., "Write down the word/phrase that
spoke to you from the Psalm and why," "Reflect on a personal experience
related to today's theme," "What is one commitment you can make based on
this reflection?").

m Emphasize that journaling is private and there's no need to share unless they
feel called to.

Time Allocation: Briefly incorporate 2-3 minutes for personal journaling after the
Lectio Divina or before open discussion, allowing time for initial thoughts to be
captured.

5. Integration with Practical Service (Explicit Link to SSVP Work)
e Purpose: To ensure the reflections are not merely theoretical but directly applicable to the
daily realities of SSVP members' service and mission.
¢ Implementation:

o

Direct Questioning: Frame reflection questions to explicitly connect the Psalm's
themes to SSVP encounters, challenges, and opportunities (as seen in the Session
Plans).

Case Studies/Scenarios (Optional): Briefly present a hypothetical SSVP scenario
and ask how the session's themes might inform their response.

Sharing Experiences: Encourage participants to share real (anonymized) SSVP
experiences that resonate with the Psalm's message.

Call to Action: Conclude each session with a specific, actionable takeaway related
to their Vincentian service (e.g., "How will this reflection impact your next home
visit?").

Affirmation: Affirm and celebrate participants' dedication to service and how their
spiritual growth enhances their mission.
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6. Facilitator Training (Self-Preparation & Group Preparation)
e Purpose: To ensure facilitators are confident, knowledgeable, and capable of guiding
sessions effectively and empathetically.
e Implementation (For Individual Facilitators):

o Thorough Review: Read this entire guide and all session plans carefully.

o Personal Reflection: Go through the Psalm 6 reflections yourself first. Journal your
own insights. This will help you anticipate participant responses and share
authentically (if appropriate).

o Practice Reading: Practice reading the Psalm verses aloud.

o Anticipate Questions: Think about potential challenging questions or tangents that
might arise and how you would gently redirect.

o Mindset: Approach each session with humility, an open heart, and a prayerful spirit.
Remember, you are a co-learner.

e Implementation (For Organizers/Trainers of Facilitators):
o Facilitator Workshop: If multiple facilitators are involved, conduct a workshop
before the series begins.
m Review this guide and the session plans.
m Practice leading parts of a session (e.g., the Lectio Divina).
m Discuss potential challenges and strategies.
m Emphasize the importance of confidentiality and creating a safe space.
m Build camaraderie and mutual support among facilitators.
o Regular Check-ins: If feasible, have brief check-ins with facilitators between
sessions to share experiences, address concerns, and offer support.

lll. Facilitator Toolkit - Resources for Each Session
This section provides ready-to-use materials for each session.

General Toolkit Items:

e Participant Handouts: Printed copies of the Psalm verses for each session and the

specific reflection questions for that session.

Pens/Pencils: For journaling and notes.

Journals/Notebooks: Encourage participants to bring their own, or provide simple ones.

Timer: To manage time effectively for small groups, silent reflection, etc.

Whiteboard/Flipchart & Markers: For capturing key ideas during large group sharing

(optional).

Bibles: A few extra copies of the Bible for those who might not have one.

e Atmosphere: Consider setting a calm atmosphere with a cross, candle, or simple floral
arrangement (optional).
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Session-Specific Toolkit (Example for Session 1):

Session 1: The Cry of the Afflicted — Understanding Distress (Psalm 6:1-3)
Materials Needed:

e Participant Handout for Session 1 (Psalm 6:1-3 and questions)

e Bibles

e Journals/Pens

I. Opening Prayer (5 minutes)

e Facilitator's Words: "Let us begin our time together in prayer, inviting God's presence
and guidance as we open our hearts to His Word."

e Prayer: "Loving God, we gather before you today as members of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, united in our desire to serve those in need. We come with open hearts,
ready to listen to your voice. As we reflect on Psalm 6, we ask for your Spirit to enlighten
us, to deepen our empathy for those who cry out in distress, and to humble us in our
service. May our conversations be respectful, our insights profound, and our commitment
to your Son, Jesus, strengthened. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen."

Il. Lectio Divina (10-12 minutes)
e Introduction: "We will now engage with Psalm 6:1-3 using the ancient practice of Lectio
Divina, allowing God's Word to speak directly to our hearts."
e Lectio (Reading):

o "l will read Psalm 6:1-3 aloud. Listen carefully, paying attention to any word or
phrase that captures your attention." (Read clearly).

o "Now, | will read it again. As | read, let a word or phrase from these verses resonate
with you. Don't analyze it, just let it sit with you." (Read again, slowly).

e Meditatio (Meditation - 3-5 minutes silence):

o "Take a few moments of silence. What word or phrase stood out to you? What
feelings, images, or memories does it bring to mind? How does it connect to your
experience of encountering distress, either in others or in yourself?"

e Oratio (Prayer - 2-3 minutes silence):

o "Now, in silence, speak to God about what you have heard and felt. This is your
personal prayer to Him. It can be a prayer of lament, of petition, of understanding,
or simply a sigh from your heart."

e Contemplatio (Contemplation - 1-2 minutes silence):
o "Simply rest in God's presence now. Allow Him to speak to your heart. Just be with
Him."
e Transition: "Gently open your eyes when you are ready. Thank you for this time of quiet
reflection.”

lll. Personal Journaling (3-5 minutes)
e Prompt: "Before we move to group discussion, take a few minutes to jot down any initial
thoughts, feelings, or insights that arose during your Lectio Divina. You don't have to
share this unless you wish to."

IV. Group Discussion (30-40 minutes)
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e Facilitator's Introduction: "Now, let's share our reflections. We'll break into small groups
for discussion, then come back together briefly. Remember to listen respectfully to each
other's insights."

e Small Group Formation: (Divide into groups of 4-6) "Please gather into groups now."

e Instructions for Small Groups: "In your groups, please discuss the following questions
for the next 20-25 minutes. Please ensure everyone has a chance to share." (Write
questions on whiteboard or provide on handout).

o Reflection Questions for Session 1:

1. Empathy and Encounter: When we encounter individuals or families in
need, what "cries of anguish" do we hear or perceive, even if unspoken? How
does this Psalm help us to truly listen and understand the depth of their
suffering?

2. Personal Humility and Vulnerability: Have there been times in our own
lives, or within our conferences, where we have felt a similar sense of
"faintness," "agony," or "deep anguish" in the face of overwhelming need or
personal challenges? How did we respond?

3. The "How Long?" Question: The Psalmist asks, "How long, Lord, how
long?" This speaks to the enduring nature of suffering. How do we, as SSVP
members, grapple with the seemingly endless cycle of poverty and injustice?

e Facilitator Role during Small Groups: Circulate, listen, offer quiet support, and manage
time. Give a 5-minute warning.

e Large Group Share-Out (10-15 minutes):

o "Let's come back together. From each group, could one person share one key
insight or a powerful reflection that emerged from your discussion?" (Keep it
concise, one point per group).

o Facilitator's Summary: Briefly synthesize common themes or particularly impactful
points shared.

V. Integration with Practical Service & Call to Action (5-7 minutes)
e Facilitator's Questions:
o "Thinking about the Psalmist's cry of distress, how might our awareness of this help
us approach our next home visit or encounter with someone in need differently?"
o "How can recognizing our own vulnerability, as the Psalmist did, make us more
compassionate and effective in our SSVP work?"

e Encouragement: "Our ability to serve effectively is deeply rooted in our empathy and
humility. By understanding the 'cries of anguish,' we are better equipped to respond with
true Vincentian charity."

VI. Closing Prayer (3-5 minutes)
e Facilitator's Words: "Let us conclude our session with a prayer, carrying these
reflections into our daily lives and service."
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Prayer: "Gracious God, we thank you for the honesty of Psalm 6, which reminds us of the
reality of distress and the depth of human anguish. We pray for all those who suffer,
especially those we serve through the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Open our ears to
their silent cries, soften our hearts to their pain, and grant us the courage and humility to
walk with them. May our service be a reflection of your mercy and unfailing love.
Strengthen us, Lord, to continue your work in the world. Amen."

Session-Specific Toolkit (Brief outlines for Sessions 2 & 3):

Session 2: Turning to God — Repentance and Reliance (Psalm 6:4-7)

Opening Prayer: Focus on seeking God's guidance and trusting in His unfailing love.
Lectio Divina: Psalm 6:4-7.
Journaling: Prompt on personal reliance on God in challenging service moments.
Group Discussion Questions (from original plan):

1. Dependence on Divine Providence.

2. The Call to Conversion.

3. Bearing the Burden.
Integration: How does consciously turning to God in prayer and humility enhance our
ability to bear the burdens of service and prevent burnout?
Closing Prayer: Emphasize reliance on God and spiritual resilience.

Session 3: The Assurance of Deliverance — Trust and Vindication (Psalm 6:8-10)

Opening Prayer: Focus on gratitude for God's faithfulness and the power of prayer.
Lectio Divina: Psalm 6:8-10.
Journaling: Prompt on a time they experienced God's "hearing" their prayer or seeing
His hand in SSVP work.
Group Discussion Questions (from original plan):

1. Trustin God's Listening Heart.

2. The Power of Prayer in SSVP.

3. Divine Justice and Hope.
Integration: How does unwavering hope in God's ultimate justice strengthen our
advocacy efforts and inspire us to work for systemic change, beyond immediate relief?
Closing Prayer: Prayer of thanksgiving for God's faithfulness, commitment to prayer, and
hope for a more just world through SSVP.
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Concluding Session 4 (Optional): Living the Vincentian Call — Psalm 6 in Action

Opening Prayer: Prayer of synthesis and continued discernment.
Review/Sharing: Briefly invite participants to share one key takeaway from the entire
series.
Group Discussion Questions (from original plan):
1. How has reflecting on Psalm 6 deepened your personal understanding of what it
means to serve as a Vincentian?
2. What specific insights from this Psalm can you apply to your next home visit or
conference meeting?
3. How can we, as a conference, better embody the themes of empathy, reliance on
God, and hopeful trust that emerged from Psalm 67?
4. What is one personal commitment you will make to live out the Vincentian ethos
more fully, inspired by your reflections on this Psalm?

Personal Commitment: Encourage each person to write down a specific, actionable
commitment related to their SSVP service.

Closing Prayer: A commissioning prayer for continued service, rooted in the Vincentian
charism and strengthened by spiritual reflection.

IV. Facilitator Reminders & Best Practices

Be Prepared, But Flexible: Know your material, but be ready to adapt to the group's
needs and discussions.

Listen Actively: Pay attention to what's being said and what's not being said.

Affirm and Encourage: Validate participants' contributions and encourage sharing.
Manage Dominant Voices: Gently redirect those who speak too much, ensuring others
have space. "Thank you for that insight, [Name]. Let's hear from someone else now."
Draw Out Quiet Voices: "We haven't heard from everyone yet, [Name], would you like to
share anything?" (Do not force them if they are uncomfortable).

Maintain Confidentiality: Remind participants that what is shared in the group stays in
the group.

Stay Neutral: As a facilitator, avoid taking sides or imposing your own strong opinions.
Your role is to guide, not preach.

Trust the Process: The Holy Spirit is at work. Trust that the reflections will lead
participants to personal growth.

Self-Care: Facilitating can be draining. Remember to pray for yourself and allow time for
your own spiritual nourishment.

This comprehensive guide and toolkit should provide you with a solid foundation for leading
impactful and enriching reflection sessions for your SSVP members.

May God bless your efforts!
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