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Simple Tips to Prepare Your Septic Tank & System 
for Spring 
The weather is finally warming up in Alberta, and we’re gladly welcoming the warmer months to 
come. But spring is about more than just blooming flowers and budding bushes. It’s also an 
important time to pay attention to your septic system.  
 
As the snow melts and the ground thaws, excess water can overwhelm a septic system, 
potentially leading to backups or even system failure. This makes spring an ideal time to 
schedule septic tank spring maintenance. In this blog, we’ll look at why it’s important and critical 
steps you can take to keep your system running its best throughout the year ahead.  

Why Spring is the Critical Window for Septic Tank Maintenance 
During winter, your septic system may have experienced freezing temperatures and slower 
bacterial activity. As temperatures rise, the spring melt can cause a surge of water to flow into 
the ground. If your drain field is already saturated, it can’t absorb wastewater effectively, leading 
to slow drains, foul odours, or—worst of all—sewage backups. 

Your Spring Readiness Checklist 
To help prevent unpleasant surprises this season, here are some simple tips for maintaining 
your septic tank and system in the spring: 

1. The Exterior Visual Inspection 
●​ Check for Standing Water: Are there soggy patches or puddles over the drain field? 

This is a sign that the soil is too saturated to process effluent. 
●​ Identify Overly Lush Areas: Is the grass over your tank or pipes much greener and 

lusher than the rest of the yard? This often indicates a leak where nutrient-rich waste is 
reaching the surface. 

●​ Sniff Test: Do you notice a rotten egg or sewage smell near the tank or vent pipes? If 
you do, contact us immediately. 

●​ Inspect the Lid: Ensure the septic tank cover is secure, uncracked, and not buried 
under too much debris. A damaged lid is a safety hazard and allows surface water to 
flood the tank. 
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2. Drainage & Landscaping 
●​ Divert Gutter Spouts: Ensure your downspouts are pointing away from the drain field to 

prevent additional saturation. 
●​ Remove Winter Insulation: If you placed straw, mulch, or insulated blankets over the 

system for winter, remove them now to allow the soil to breathe and dry out. 
●​ Clear Debris: Remove fallen branches or heavy leaf piles from the drain field area to 

prevent soil compaction and promote evaporation. 

3. Indoor System Health 
●​ Fix Leaky Fixtures: A single leaking toilet can add hundreds of gallons of unnecessary 

water to your tank every day. 
●​ Spread Out Laundry: Avoid a single laundry day every week. Instead, do one load a 

day to give the drain field time to recover between surges. 

Spring Septic Tank Maintenance Costs: What You Can Expect 
Budgeting for maintenance is always cheaper than an emergency replacement. While prices 
vary by location and system size, here are general estimates: 
 

Service Frequency Estimated Cost (CAD) 

Professional Inspection Every 1–3 years $200 – $500 

Septic Tank Pumping Every 3–5 years $350 – $600 

Effluent Filter Cleaning Annually $100 – $200 (or DIY) 

Minor Pipe/Lid Repairs As needed $250 – $800 



Emergency Backup Cleanup Rare $1,500+ 

 

Septic System Inspections in the Spring 
It’s a good idea to schedule a septic system inspection in the spring. During the winter, your 
septic system may be subjected to freezing temperatures, heavy snow, and excess water, all of 
which can affect its function. Having your system inspected in the spring can help identify any 
potential issues and ensure that it is functioning properly. Regular septic tank and system 
inspections and maintenance can help prolong the life of your system and prevent costly repairs 
or replacements down the line. 
 
A septic system inspection should include: 
 

●​ Checking the condition and size of the tank 
●​ A full assessment of the drain field area 
●​ Any landscaping or grading concerns that may influence system operation 
●​ Any concerns regarding the sizing of the system compared to the occupancy of the 

home 
●​ The condition of mechanical and plumbing equipment, alarms, etc., including testing and 

analysis of their performance, and confirming proper, reliable operation 
 
Inspectors will check every aspect of the system and provide recommendations for 
maintenance, repairs, or part replacements. 

Regulatory Tips: Staying Compliant in Alberta 
In Alberta, septic systems are governed by the Safety Codes Act. To make sure your system is 
up-to-date and compliant, follow these guidelines: 
 

●​ Check Permit Requirements: If your spring inspection reveals that you need a system 
upgrade or a new tank installation, you must obtain a permit from your local municipality 
or an accredited agency. 

●​ Work with Certified Professionals: Work with a certified and insured septic 
professional to ensure all work is completed properly and to code. 

●​ Follow Setback Distances: If you are landscaping this spring, remember that Alberta 
regulations require specific setback distances (usually 10+ feet) between your septic 
system and new trees, buildings, or property lines. 



Schedule Septic Service in Edmonton & Surrounding Areas 
Septic tank spring maintenance isn’t just about cleaning; it’s about protecting your property 
value and the environment. If you’ve noticed slow-flushing toilets or gurgling sounds in your 
pipes, the spring thaw is the perfect time to call in the experts. 
 
Ready to get your system inspected? Contact SepTech Solutions today to schedule your 
professional spring evaluation and keep your home running smoothly all year long. 
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