NTERFAITH
MMIGRATION

COALITION

Multi-Faith Guide to Responding to Deadly
ICE Enforcement & Detention

Share this toolkit: bit.lv/[ICViqil4Justice

@interfaithimm < Facebook ¢ interfaithimmigration.org

Background and Message Guidance

On July 7, in Houston, Texas, when ICE shot and killed Lorenzo Salgado Araujo and
on July 13, in Biddeford, Maine, when ICE shot and killed Johan Sebastian, a spotlight
was shone once again on the deadly consequences of rapidly escalating enforcement,
particularly traffic stops. Neither person was the intended target of ICE enforcement, yet
still faced fatal consequences that reverberate throughout our families and communities.
These preventable tragedies bring the number of ICE involved shootings to 23 since
January 2025.

As immigration enforcement continues to escalate, terrorizing our communities,
separating families and harming citizens and non-citizens alike, there is also increased
public scrutiny of this country’s expansive immigrant detention center system, where
inhumane conditions have only gotten worse. This past year was the deadliest year
ever for ICE detention centers. Edwin Lopez-Cornejo is the latest to die in custody
after a medical emergency. Immigration enforcement has rapidly skyrocketed since
Congress passed $170 billion in July 2025 and an additional $70 billion in June 2025:
funding that passed at the expense of state and local resources.

Our faith traditions believe that human life is sacred and that dignity is inviolable. When
fathers are torn from their children, this demands a full accounting: a fair and
transparent investigation, justice and closure for the grieving family and
community, and a recommitment to transform indifference to care, injustice to
justice, and violence to peace and security for all.

Take action: Hold a vigil and contact your representatives.


http://bit.ly/IICVigil4Justice
https://twitter.com/interfaithimm
https://www.facebook.com/interfaithimmigrationcoalition/
https://www.interfaithimmigration.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/08/us/immigration-agent-shootings-vehicles.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/jan/04/ice-2025-deaths-timeline
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/jan/04/ice-2025-deaths-timeline
https://abcnews.com/US/man-detained-new-jersey-immigration-facility-dies-after/story?id=135338815
https://interfaithimmigration.org/2025/07/09/iic-final-passage-hr1/
https://interfaithimmigration.org/2026/06/10/faith-leaders-decry-immoral-choice-to-use-tax-dollars-for-deportation-rather-than-dignity-for-all/

Hold A Vigil In Your Community

From Houston, Texas to Biddeford, Maine, vigils have shown to be a powerful way to
bring people together in a shared commitment to bear witness and hold power
accountable. Consider organizing a peaceful vigil in your community in the wake of the
tragedies arising from a lack of accountability from ICE or Border Patrol actions that
have happened in your community.

e Sign up your event or vigil here so the IIC can help spotlight and amplify your
event!

How to Plan A Successful Vigil
Create an inclusive space and allow opportunity for multiple faith perspectives to reflect
on the sacred call to love and welcome our neighbors.
e See this template for vigil organizing with important considerations, a sample vigil
program, draft advisories for local elected officials and more:

https://bit.ly/HowTolnterfaithVigil
e Invite the media to cover your event: http://bit.ly/HowTolnviteMedia

Make A Call to Action

Effective vigils create space to process, remember, and honor our neighbors before
moving into a bold, prophetic call to action: End the Violence and Abuse! Let’s stand
together and hold ICE and Border Patrol accountable.

1. Join advocates and communities on the ground in Texas and Maine in
demanding full accountability, independent investigations, and release of all
evidence, including video footage.

o See recent local and statewide statements from Maine Immigrant’ Rights

Coalition, Immigration Legal Advocacy Project, LULAC
o See recent national statements from Church World Service, National

Council of Churches, HIAS,
2. Call for an end to the cruel and indiscriminate mass deportation and

detention of our neighbors, including families and children.
o Check out the Free Families campaign and resources for a Summer of
Action.

3. Call for a halt to additional funding to ICE and to reallocate money from the
$210 billion dollars already provided to ICE and Border Patrol this past year for
domestic human needs so everyone can thrive.

4. Renew the call for meaningful immigration reform that honors the
contributions of immigrants like Lorenzo, Johan, and Edwin, and prioritize a fair
screening process and path to legal status rather than measures that increase
violence and family separation.

Contact Your Members of Congress


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJaHSE5E8H-X0a-F7vzpoFLIkwwzohDaleOYGIv_gDgwejjw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://bit.ly/HowToInterfaithVigil
http://bit.ly/HowToInviteMedia
https://maineimmigrantrights.org/maines-immigrant-community-responds-to-ice-shooting-in-biddeford/
https://maineimmigrantrights.org/maines-immigrant-community-responds-to-ice-shooting-in-biddeford/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BfkatX5sG/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BXodDMYN7/
https://cwsglobal.org/for-the-press/press-releases/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1UJzVfrksq/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1UJzVfrksq/
https://hias.org/statements/hias-devastated-recent-ice-killings/
https://freefamilies.net
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y_3a-ZqgjGGckkDQiMIi5pP14otnJLmaQxMNM1jmZDU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y_3a-ZqgjGGckkDQiMIi5pP14otnJLmaQxMNM1jmZDU/edit?usp=sharing

Join advocates in calling for accountability and justice.
e CWS Action Alert to Demand Accountability and Revoke ICE Funds
e Global Refuge Action Alert to Demand Protection for Immigrants

Amplify on Social Media

Multiply the visible impact of your vigil by sharing it on social media, tagging key
accounts and influencers, and if not organizing a vigil, making your thoughts known on
your personal social media accounts.

e Share and Tag On Social Media: Share any pictures or videos from vigils or

local actions you're part of and tag the Interfaith Immigration Coalition
o Ex.) @Interfaithimmm #vigilsnotviolence #faith4families #vigildjustice
#interfaith

e Make Your Personal Vertical Video: Make your own video by setting up a
device in a neutral quiet place, wearing any religious attire as appropriate, and
share your personal faith reflection on what's at stake for our communities.
Vertical videos are videos filmed vertically (compared to horizontally), which are
more effective on scrolling-based apps.

e Spread the word: Share these graphics on your social media channels and
personalize them making a copy of this template.

Other Ways to Take Action

e Send a Letter to the Editor to your local newspaper: http://bit.ly/HowToLTE

e Host a virtual prayer vigil: http://bit.ly/HowToViqil
e Invite the media to cover your event: http://bit.ly/HowTolnviteMedia

Contact media@interfaithimmigration.org for help with any of these steps!



https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-demand-justice-and-accountability-after-ice-shootings/
https://globalrefuge.quorum.us/campaign/166127/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vqBLWMn7fnLOAwzbpdkLNpITv1HK4kz2?usp=sharing
https://canva.link/tsv1v806dethmmo
http://bit.ly/HowToLTE
http://bit.ly/HowToVigil
http://bit.ly/HowToInviteMedia
mailto:media@interfaithimmigration.org

Rapid Response Resources + Training Materials

Download Here.

Sign Up Here.

Click Here.

Catholic Legal Immigration
Network Inc.

Rapid Response Parish Toolkit

This toolkit aims to provide immediate steps
that parishes and Catholic institutions can
take to promote the safety and security of its
members and to accompany and support
immigrants who have a family member who is
detained or threatened by deportation. It
includes essential Know Your Rights
information for immigrants, emergency
preparedness planning resources, and
accompaniment and educational resources
for parish staff and volunteers.

Interfaith Alliance, ACLU,
Democracy 2025, ICAP

Know Your Rights Informational Video +
Training Module

The guided training provides practical
guidance on recording ICE, laws governing
sensitive locations, and RFRA claims for faith
communities.

Faith in Action
Hear Their Cries: A Delaney Hall Toolkit

This toolkit offers faith-rooted practices, moral
frameworks, and actions communities can
take to resist family separation, mass
captivity, and the normalization of state
violence.


https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/catholic-social-teaching/parish-toolkit-supporting-immigrants-time-need
https://www.interfaithalliance.org/training
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UfnBTq2tNAbO8wD3irVCD-OhPIaWLmXPs0-JG6fVBu0/edit?tab=t.0

BJC

Immigration Enforcement
Preparedness Guide
For Faith Communities

This guide contains educational, training, and
other resources to protect your congregations
in the midst of heightened immigration
enforcement threats

Click Here.

Do you have a resource to highlight?
Send an email to media@interfaithimmigration.org

*Toolkit in Spanish Below*™

Guia Interreligiosa Para Responder a los Operativos de ICE

Comparte este kit de herramientas: bit.ly/[ICVigil4Justice

@interfaithimm ¢ Facebook ¢ interfaithimmigration.orq

Contexto y Guia de Mensajes

El 7 de julio, en Houston (Texas), cuando el ICE dispardé y maté a Lorenzo Salgado
Araujo, y el 13 de julio, en Biddeford (Maine), cuando el ICE disparé y maté a Johan
Sebastian, se volvié a poner de nuevo de manifiesto las consecuencias mortales de la
rapida escalada de las medidas de control, en particular las paradas de trafico. Ninguna
de estas personas era el objetivo buscado por los agentes del ICE, y, sin embargo,
sufrieron consecuencias mortales que afectan a nuestras familias y comunidades.
Estas tragedias evitables elevan a 23 el numero de tiroteos en los que ha estado
implicado el ICE desde enero de 2025.

A medida que las medidas de control migratorio siguen creciendo, aterrorizando a
nuestras comunidades, separando a las familias y perjudicando tanto a ciudadanos
como a no ciudadanos, también aumenta el escrutinio publico sobre el extenso sistema


https://bjconline.org/immigration/
http://bit.ly/IICVigil4Justice
https://twitter.com/interfaithimm
https://www.facebook.com/interfaithimmigrationcoalition/
https://www.interfaithimmigration.org/

de centros de detencion de migrantes de este pais, donde las condiciones inhumanas
no han hecho mas que empeorar. El afio pasado fue el mas mortifero de la historia
para los centros de detencion del ICE. Edwin Lépez-Cornejo es la ultima persona en
fallecer bajo custodia tras una emergencia médica. Las medidas de control migratorio
han escalado rapidamente desde que el Congreso aprobd 170 mil millones de ddlares
en julio de 2025 y 70 mil millones adicionales en junio de 2025: sumas que se
aprobaron a costa de los recursos estatales y locales.

Nuestras tradiciones religiosas creen que la vida humana es sagrada y que la dignidad
es inviolable. Cuando se separa a los padres de sus hijos, esto exige una rendicion de
cuentas completa: una investigacion justa y transparente, justicia y cierre para la familia
y la comunidad en duelo, y un compromiso renovado para transformar la indiferencia en
solidaridad, la injusticia en justicia, y la violencia en paz y seguridad para todos.

Toma Accion: Organiza una Vigilia y Comunicate Con Tus
Representantes.

Organiza una Vigilia en tu Comunidad

Desde Houston, Texas, hasta Biddeford, Maine, las vigilias son una forma de reunir a la
comunidad para dar testimonio de lo ocurrido y exigirles cuentas a quienes estan en el
poder. Considera organizar una vigilia pacifica en tu comunidad después de los
asesinatos de Lorenzo Salgado Araujo y Johan Sebastian, o para denunciar otros
abusos cometidos por ICE o la Patrulla Fronteriza debido a la falta de rendicién de
cuentas en tu comunidad.

e jRegistra aqui tu evento o vigilia para que la Coalicién Interreligiosa para la
Inmigracion (IIC) pueda ayudar a darle visibilidad y difusion!

Coémo Organizar Una Vigilia Exitosa

e Crea un espacio inclusivo donde personas de distintas tradiciones de fe puedan
reflexionar sobre nuestro llamado sagrado a amar y recibir a nuestros vecinos.

e Consulta esta guia para organizar una vigilia. Incluye aspectos importantes que
debes considerar, un programa de ejemplo, modelos de invitaciones para
representantes electos locales y otros recursos.

e Invita a los medios de comunicacion a cubrir tu evento:
http://bit.ly/HowTolnviteMedia



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJaHSE5E8H-X0a-F7vzpoFLIkwwzohDaleOYGIv_gDgwejjw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eitYNRx_GCjFhL8i6iOOv7K9kqA-a-iYmmacygT52U4/edit?tab=t.0
http://bit.ly/HowToInviteMedia

Llamado A Accion

Las vigilias efectivas crean un espacio para procesar lo ocurrido, recordar y honrar a
nuestros vecinos Lorenzo y Johan. Después, deben llevarnos a un llamado a la accion
firme y profético:

jPongamos fin a la violencia y los abusos! Unamonos para exigir que ICE y la
Patrulla Fronteriza rindan cuentas.

1. Sumate a las organizaciones y comunidades de Texas y Maine que estan
exigiendo una rendicibn de cuentas completa, investigaciones
independientes y la publicacion de todas las pruebas, incluyendo las
grabaciones de video.

e Consulta las declaraciones locales y estatales recientes del Maine
Immigrant’ Rights Coalition, Immigration Legal Advocacy Project

e Consulta las declaraciones nacionales recientes de Church World Service,
National Council of Churches, y HIAS.

2. Exige el fin de las deportaciones y detenciones masivas, crueles e
indiscriminadas contra nuestros vecinos, incluyendo familias, nifias y
ninos.

e Consulta la campafa Free Families y sus recursos para un Verano de
Accion.

3. Exige que no se destinen mas fondos adicionales a ICE y que el dinero de
los $210 mil millones que ya fueron entregados a ICE y la Patrulla Fronteriza
durante el ultimo afo se dirija a las necesidades de nuestras comunidades, para
que todas las personas puedan salir adelante.

4. Renovemos el llamado a una reforma migratoria real que reconozca las
contribuciones de personas inmigrantes como Lorenzo y Johan. Debemos dar
prioridad a un proceso justo para evaluar cada caso y crear un camino hacia un
estatus legal, en lugar de impulsar medidas que aumentan la violencia y la
separacion familiar.

Comunicate con Tus Representantes en el Congreso
Sumate a las organizaciones que estan exigiendo justicia y rendicion de cuentas.

e Alerta de accion de CWS para exigir rendicion de cuentas y retirar los fondos de
ICE.

e Alerta de accion _de Global Refuge para exigir proteccion para las personas
inmigrantes.

Difunde el Mensaje en las Redes Sociales


https://maineimmigrantrights.org/maines-immigrant-community-responds-to-ice-shooting-in-biddeford/
https://maineimmigrantrights.org/maines-immigrant-community-responds-to-ice-shooting-in-biddeford/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BfkatX5sG/
https://cwsglobal.org/for-the-press/press-releases/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1UJzVfrksq/
https://hias.org/statements/hias-devastated-recent-ice-killings/
https://freefamilies.net
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y_3a-ZqgjGGckkDQiMIi5pP14otnJLmaQxMNM1jmZDU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y_3a-ZqgjGGckkDQiMIi5pP14otnJLmaQxMNM1jmZDU/edit?usp=sharing
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-demand-justice-and-accountability-after-ice-shootings/
https://globalrefuge.quorum.us/campaign/166127/

Aumenta el impacto y la visibilidad de tu vigilia compartiéndola en las redes sociales y
etiquetando a cuentas clave y personas influyentes. Si no vas a organizar una vigilia,
también puedes compartir publicamente tu reflexion.

e Comparte y etiqueta en las redes sociales: publica fotos o videos de las
vigilias o acciones locales en las que participes y etiqueta a la Interfaith
Immigration Coalition.

o Ejemplo:
@Interfaithimmm  #vigilsnotviolence  #faith4families  #vigil4justice
#interfaith

e Graba tu propio video vertical: coloca tu teléfono o dispositivo en un lugar
tranquilo y con un fondo neutral. Si corresponde, puedes usar vestimenta
religiosa. Comparte una reflexion personal desde tu fe sobre lo que esta en
juego para nuestras comunidades. Los videos verticales se graban con el
teléfono en posicidn vertical, en lugar de horizontal, y suelen funcionar mejor en
las aplicaciones donde las personas ven contenido deslizando la pantalla.

Otras Maneras de Tomar Accion

e Envia una carta al editor de tu peridédico local:
http://bit.ly/HowToLTE en Inglés

e Organiza una vigilia virtual de oracion:
http://bit.ly/HowToVigil en Inglés

e Invita a los medios de comunicacion a cubrir tu evento:
http://bit.ly/HowTolnviteMedia en Inglés

Para recibir ayuda con cualquiera de estos pasos, escribe a:
media@interfaithimmigration.org



http://bit.ly/HowToLTE
http://bit.ly/HowToVigil
http://bit.ly/HowToInviteMedia
mailto:media@interfaithimmigration.org

