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**The information provided as textual evidence and pictures may
not be deleted or altered in any form or fashion. The address and
phone number of the complainant must be blacked out before
publishing on county website.

Initiated By: Jennifer Tapley

Are you representing Yourself? Yes

Are you representing an Organization? No

If yes, name of Organization: N/A

School where materials are used: Pace High School, Navarre High
School

_Grade level used: 9-12

Type of instructional material: Book Video DVD Software

Other — Please Specify:

Title: Smoke

Author: Ellen Hopkins

Publisher/Producer: New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books
Copyright Date: 2013

Please respond to the following questions. If sufficient space is not
available,

please use back of this form or an additional sheet of paper.

1. Have you read, seen, viewed, and/or listened to this material in its
entirety? Yes No



2. What do you believe is the main idea of this material? Poetry,
Abuse, rape, murder, hiding from police, mother blaming child for
her own rape and refuses to press charges

3. To what do you object? Please cite specific passages, pages,
sequences, efc.

This novel is a violation of 847.012 . While this would be
traumatizing for any child to read and visualize, this book would
inflict unimaginable pain on those who are victims of sexual

assault. For these children, and especially for those who have

not revealed their assault, their suffering will only be magnified,
as normalizing such behavior will actually prevent reporting.

Sample passages:




Next Thing | Knew

I'was on the floor with: m;

) h i arms
_Ipmneﬂ over my head, and a hand
Jammed between my legs. “Please
Caleb. Stop. Don't do this " :

A, ¢'mon, he said. Prefend that
Jyou don't, but you know you wan
this more than 1 de. All gils do,

Theﬁl felt it, hard behind his jeans.
“No!" But it came out a harsh whis;

Lwas petrified Dad would hear. Maytr'
even more scared oftha than of what

‘was happening to me—one wicked

And His Amen?

Jesus. Look at all the blood.

 Then autside, heady foatsteps.
Al the thrashing had braught
Dad heking. (Caleh heard bis
drunken stumbling. Jumped up-
Zipped up. Ran tight by Dad,

hase reaction was Johanie:
Walher siaw. Wha ... 7

Then he saw me lying there,
it e up,fuids ickling.
o between my legs. 1 ied
5 m ilﬁ?ﬁﬂ my fault.
 Caleb stole whal he warted.

ot Dat weukdn't lsen. You
camecut e to mect i,
you goddamn whore.Wihat did

willgver want you? And then

b strtd o tezch me alesson
| et forget untl the day | die.







“How can | press ch
when my mom doe









Kirkus Reviews:

Two sisters wrestle with guilt and fear after one kills the father who battered
them.

Readers last saw 17-year-old Pattyn at the cliffhanger ending

of Burned (2006), immediately after her beloved boyfriend and their unborn
baby were killed in a car wreck. Stunned with grief and fury, and with
nothing left to lose, Pattyn vowed to shoot her long-abusive father, whom
she blamed for the accident. This much-desired sequel begins two weeks
later—and Dad'’s dead. Escaping town, Pattyn meets a warm, welcoming
family of mostly undocumented farm laborers. They find her a ranch job,
where she hides from law enforcement. Meanwhile, 15-year-old Jackie is
stuck at home, narrating her own half of the story. Through free-verse
poems thick with the weight of trauma, the shooting’s details emerge. A
schoolmate raped Jackie; blaming Jackie, Dad broke her ribs and loosened
her teeth; Pattyn’s gun stopped Dad forever. Now Pattyn faces
“blood-caked nightmares,” while Jackie fights a mother and two LDS
church leaders who insist she forget her rape. Waiting for the past to “tackle
[them] from behind,” both girls struggle toward fragile new connections and
inner strength. The lives of undocumented Americans, a renegade hate
movement and a wild horse wary of trust are all organic to the plot.

A strong, painful and tender piece about wresting hope from the depths of
despair. (author’s note) (Verse fiction. 13-17)

Common Sense Media:

Smoke feels like a bit of a kitchen sink novel, with all sorts of plot lines
mixed in. Beyond the basic story, Pattyn faces off against a racist group of
"Sovereign citizens [who] don't believe in / taxes / licenses / authority /
government," and Jackie falls in love with a boy with two moms, who's
witnessed a different kind of terrible abuse at their school. Hopkins fans will
be at home with the fast-moving verse format (including clever poems that
run parallel to each other on the page and can be read together or
separately). Also, although readers will find plenty to think about in this
gritty sequel -- including an important message about the importance of
speaking up against bullies, even when it puts you at risk -- they may be
put off by all the plotting, as well as by an ending that wraps up much too
conveniently.



6. Were students required to read or view the material? Yes No
Was an alternative to the material provided at parent or

student request? Yes No (Not applicable)

What action would you prefer that the school take on this matter?
Follow the law and remove this book based on 847.012. This is
not age appropriate.

7. What other material of equal or better quality do you recommend
that could be substituted? N/A,

8. Have you completed and attached the checklist form? Yes No
Signature Jennifer Tapley Date August 15, 2023




