
 
 
 

Learning Sequence 9  - The Arctic Food Web 

Learning  Elements  
 
  

Understand how to move beyond making bare 
assertions and take account of differing 
perspectives and points of view (ACELA1502 
 
Sentences and clause-level grammar 
Understand the difference between main and 
subordinate clauses and that a complex 
sentence involves at least one subordinate 
clause (ACELA1507) 
 
Investigate how the organisation of texts into 
chapters, headings, subheadings, home pages 
and sub pages for online texts and according 
to chronology or topic can be used to predict 
content and assist navigation (ACELA1797)  
 
Present a point of view about particular literary 
texts using appropriate metalanguage, and 
reflecting on the viewpoints of others 
(ACELT1609) 
 
Use metalanguage to describe the effects of 
ideas, text structures and language features on 
particular audiences (ACELT1795) 
 
Understand, interpret and experiment with 
sound devices and imagery, including simile, 
metaphor and personification, in narratives, 
shape poetry, songs, anthems and odes 

Introduction  
 

This week we will be discussing the food chain and 
food webs and how animals and plants interact to help 

each other survive and thrive. We will also 
demonstrate your place in the food chain too! 

 
The food chain is something that we can find right 

outside our door, in fact, we are actually part of the 
food chain. This week we are going to study the food 
chain of the Arctic and conduct some research on the 

mighty blue whale.  
 

Then we are going to ask you to research your local 
food chain and think about ways in which you can 

protect it and make sure that every part of the chain is 
taken care of.  

 
The bumble bee may be small, but it is the foundation 

of all life on Earth! 

Introduction Video with Danielle​
​

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

 
Teacher notes - During this clip, we explore the 

evolution of the mighty blue whale and its role in the 
Arctic food chain. ​

​
We will ask your students to research more 

information on the Arctic food chain and then relate 
that research back to the food chain in their own 

locality.  
 

Once your children understand that every part of the 
food chain plays a significant role in the overall 

well-being of an ecosystem, they will start to learn 
how to protect each part.  

 
We will also bring the learning back to us as human 

beings and start to clarify where we fit into the grand 
scheme of things.  

 

Weekly Keywords 
 

These words will help you during this week’s lesson. 
You may already know some of these words however 

practice makes perfect! 
 

 First, read the words and then try to define them as 
simply as possible. 

 
An example has been completed for you. You can 
write these into your books, and draw a picture to 

match or simply complete the task card.  

Keyword task Card 
 

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

 

Teacher Notes - Introduce the spelling word list 
and choose from this list of tasks that can be 
repeated and expanded upon if necessary. 

Copy the words into a spelling list/Vocabulary 
book for later reference. 

Put each of the new words into a sentence and 
underline the new vocabulary in red pencil 



(ACELT1611) 
 
Create literary texts that experiment with 
structures, ideas and stylistic features of 
selected authors (ACELT1798 
 
Clarify understanding of content as it unfolds 
in formal and informal situations, connecting 
ideas to students’ own experiences and 
present and justify a point of view (ACELY1699 
 
Navigate and read texts for specific purposes 
applying appropriate text processing 
strategies, for example predicting and 
confirming, monitoring meaning, skimming 
and scanning (ACELY1702 
 
Use comprehension strategies to analyse 
information, integrating and linking ideas from 
a variety of print and digital sources 
(ACELY1703) 
 
Use a range of software including word 
processing programs with fluency to construct, 
edit and publish written text, and select, edit 
and place visual, print and audio elements 
(ACELY1707) 
 
Living things have structural features and 
adaptations that help them to survive in their 
environment (ACSSU043) 
 
Light from a source forms shadows and can 
be absorbed, reflected and refracted 
(ACSSU080 
 

 Place the words in alphabetical order in a list. 

 Use a dictionary to define each of the words and 
place them into a vocabulary book. 

 Try to represent each of the words using a picture 
or a symbol and play the guessing game. (which 

image is matched to which word) 

Write a paragraph containing all of the new 
vocabulary. 

Make a vocabulary wall containing all of the new 
words. 

 Use a thesaurus to find synonyms for the words 
and create a synonym list.  

 

Read and Discuss - ‘Weekly Warm-Up Activity 
 

Listen to the video with Danielle and read the 
following task cards and try to answer the questions 

below.  
 

1.​ What do producers actually produce and can 
you name one from the Arctic region? 

 
2.​ Name 3 consumers from the Arctic. 

 
3.​ If you were walking in a forest, what 

decomposers would you see at the base of 
trees? 

 
4.​ How did whales evolve to live in the ocean? 

 
5.​ What is special about a whale's heart and the 

size of its veins? 
 

6.​ What job does Danielle do for a living, and 
what does this job involve? 

 
7.​ Why is sea ice so important when it comes to 

the food web in the Arctic area? 
 

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

 
Teacher Notes - This comprehension activity allows 
your students to gather a deeper understanding of 

the food chain whilst demonstrating the importance 
of using a variety of research methods to gather valid 

and unbiased information.  
 

Allow students to work in groups or teams to answer 
the questions below.  



Science involves testing predictions by 
gathering data and using evidence to develop 
explanations of events and phenomena and 
reflects historical and cultural contributions 
(ACSHE081) 
 
Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems 
and inform personal and community decisions 
(ACSHE083) 
 
With guidance, pose clarifying questions and 
make predictions about scientific 
investigations (ACSIS231) 
 
Communicate ideas, explanations and 
processes using scientific representations in a 
variety of ways, including multi-modal texts 
(ACSIS093)   
 
The influence of people on the environmental 
characteristics of places in Europe and North 
America and the location of their major 
countries 
 
Develop appropriate questions to guide an 
inquiry about people, events, developments, 
places, systems and challenges (ACHASSI094, 
ACHASSI122) 
 
Locate and collect relevant information and 
data from primary and secondary sources 
(ACHASSI095, ACHASSI123) 
 
Organise and represent data in a range of 
formats including tables, graphs and large- and 
small-scale maps, using discipline-appropriate 

8.​ How big can a blue whale grow? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Weekly Goal - Stand up and Share 
 

Take out your goals for tackling climate change and 
talk to the person next to you about which ones you 

have accomplished in the last week and what hurdles 
you have faced so far. Discuss which goals you are 

going to achieve this week and share ideas about how 
you are going to achieve them  

 
This week we want you to stand up in your group and 

discuss which goals you have achieved and which 
ones you are still trying to accomplish! ​

​
Remember to stand as a group and be honest and 

open with your thoughts. You never know, there may 
be someone in the class who is willing to help you. 

 
https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less

on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 
 

Teacher notes - Each week the students will have 
several minutes to touch base with the people 

around them or the groups on their table and discuss 
which of the goals they have managed to actually 
achieve and which goals they are finding tricky or 
difficult and are going to accomplish.In the coming 

days. 
 

This week we ask the children to stand up and share 
what they have achieved over the last 6 weeks.  

 
Please remember that children do not have to 
accomplish all ten goals. One goal is sufficient. 

Food Webs - Find the Balance 
 

Use the task card opposite to connect the animals 
within this food web that consume each other.  

 
Remember that within a food web animals can 

consume various other species, but think carefully 
about what would happen if any of the species listed 

were to vanish and become extinct.​
​

Once you have completed the task card, work with the 
people in your group to answer the following 

questions: 
 

1.​ What would happen to the number of frogs if 
the snake was extinct? 

 
2.​ What would happen to the birds if the ant 

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/​

​
Teacher notes - Once the children have completed 
this simple task, we want them to discuss the two 
questions listed below and start to think about the 

fine balance in nature.  
 

When the balance that nature provides is disrupted, 
we find that the systems that nature provides start to 

fail. Our job as human beings is to identify and 
maintain this balance.  

 
 
 



conventions (ACHASSI096, ACHASSI124 
 
Sequence information about people’s lives, 
events, developments and phenomena using a 
variety of methods including timelines 
(ACHASSI097, ACHASSI125)  
 
Examine primary and secondary sources to 
determine their origin and purpose 
(ACHASSI098, ACHASSI126) 
 
Work in groups to generate responses to 
issues and challenges (ACHASSI102, 
ACHASSI130) 
 
Present ideas, findings, viewpoints and 
conclusions in a range of texts and modes that 
incorporate source materials, digital and 
non-digital representations and 
discipline-specific terms and conventions 
(ACHASSI105, ACHASSI133) 
 
Plan, produce and present media artworks for 
specific audiences and purposes using 
responsible media practice (ACAMAM064) 
 
 
 

was removed from the food web? 
 

Research Task - Your Local Food Web 
 

Now it’s your turn to create your very own food web 
for the area in which you live. In order to create your 
food web, we need to start at the very bottom of the 
chain and find out the producers which grow in your 

area.  
 

Take some time to head outside and find 2 producers 
in your playground, garden or on your route to school. 

Make a note of them and then you can start your 
research.  

 
Once you find your producers, it is time to see what it 
is that consumes them until you find the animals at the 

top of the chain.  
 

Use the task card as an example of what a food web 
looks like and use this as an example when creating 
your very own for your local area. Remember not to 

include yourself in this food web and to label 
everything on the diagram.  

 
Make sure your design is beautiful and clear as you will 
be using this to teach some of the younger children in 

your school about the importance of nature and all 
living things.  

Arctic Food Web. ​
​

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

 
Teacher Notes - Students are encouraged to use the 

environment outside to hunt for and identify 2 
producers and use these as the basis for the research 

on their local food web.  
 

Once the children have found 2 producers that grow 
locally, they can then start to find out which primary 
consumers eat these particular plants and from there 
the secondary consumers and so on until they reach 

the top of the food chain.  
 

The children must make sure that they do not include 
human beings in their food web. ​

​
Students are requested to use the food web task card 

to help them research and create their very own 
version. They will then use this graphic to teach a 

younger class in your school about the importance of 
nature and the connections between all living things.  

 
 
 
 
 

Teaching a Lesson - Giving Service 
 

With your new knowledge and your diagram of your 
local food web, it is now time to use this knowledge to 
teach somebody else about the importance of nature! 

 
Use the diagram and all of the new knowledge you 

have gained over the last 9 weeks and head down to a 
class filled with younger children, ready to pass on 

your wisdom.  
 

What you’ll need! 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFTS8oiqk4/YErU
6pih2MKstoe2haUMKQ/edit?utm_content=DAFTS8oi
qk4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link

2&utm_source=sharebutton 
​

Teacher Notes - As always, we want your students to 
feel that they are learning for a purpose. During this 
session we want your students to visit another class 

in the school and pass on their new knowledge about 
food webs.  

 
The children will need to make sure that their 



 
1.​ To make your lesson successful you will need 

to have your diagram ready! (Make sure that 
it is beautiful and has all of the information 
you wish to teach.  
 

2.​ If possible, give the children some clay or 
plasticine to be able to make one of the 
creatures you are talking about. A drawing on 
paper is also a good idea if no clay or 
plasticine is available.  
 

3.​ Make sure that you understand exactly what 
you are going to say and talk slowly. 
 

4.​ Finally allow your students to ask any 
questions about the lesson you have taught 
and allow them to keep their creations to 
take home. ​
​
Congratulations - You’re a teacher!! 

​
​
 

 

diagram is good enough o present and also 
understand that because they are going to be 

teaching younger children they will need to have 
something for the children to touch and also speak in 

a way that younger people understand. ​
​

This week is about paying it forward, developing 
confidence and also understanding the world 

through the eyes of another.  
 

They will need some preparation to together the 
material appropriate for the lesson. If some of your 

children are feeling unconfident about the trip to 
another class, they may wish to partner up and work 

collectively to achieve the task! 
 
 
 

Finalising your Class Book 
 

As a class you are now in the position of putting the 
finishing touches to your class book. This week is 

about proofreading the book and collectively deciding 
what needs to be done to get the book ready for 

publication next week! 
 

Next week, you will be uploading your class book on 
Animals of the world to the Upschool library and this 

week is the week when you must check it to make 
sure that it has all the things needed for publication.  

 
Take a look at the checklist opposite and if there are 

any corrections that need to take place, please spend 
some time fixing those before next week.  

​
​
 

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

 
Teacher Notes - By now your class has started to put 

together their class book on the animals in their 
country. The various tasks have been allocated to the 
children in the class and they are starting to collate all 

the various parts of the book ready for publication. ​
​

This week is the week when your class comes 
together to make sure that all of the various 

components are ready and that all proofreading has 
been done. This is in preparation for their book 

upload in week number 10.  
 

. Next week your class will reflect on the change they 
have made in the community and upload their book 

to the upschool library. How exciting!​
​



​
​
 

Closing Video with Gavin/Danielle 
 

This week we have covered the ecosystems of the 
world and started to understand that every creature, 

no matter how small, plays a vital role in the 
preservation and sustainability of all life.​

​
From this point onwards, your role will be to make 

sure that no living organism is harmed where possible. 
The world is balanced perfectly and our job is to help 

nature maintain that balance.  
 

Closing video with Gavin/Danielle here -  
 
 

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

Extension Activity #1 - Leadership Program Week 9 
Charles S. Lauer said ‘Leaders don’t force people to 
follow—they invite them on a journey.’ It is now time 

for you to invite a younger child to take a journey with 
you. A journey of discovery! 

 
Each week we will ask you, as an older student to 
buddy up with a younger student in your school 

 
We want you to pass on the knowledge you have 

gained this week to a younger student whilst 
developing leadership mentorship and with the 

responsibility of working with the youngest student in 
the school. 

 
You may think that this is a task which has no meaning. 

However, to the younger child in the school, it will 
have a huge influence on the way that they approach 

education and the way they feel within school.  
 

You will be a continuous safety net, almost like a Big 
Brother or sister to a younger student in the school 

whilst also developing leadership communication and 
the confidence to be able to lead into the future. 

 
Use this template to help you plan your lesson and 
gather your resources before you head down to the 
younger children's classroom to reteach what you 

https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less
on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 

 
 

Teacher notes - Each week we will request that your 
older students over buddy up, or partner up with a 
younger child in your school, and every week, they 
will pass on the knowledge they have gained from 

this lesson and take it to the younger cohorts within 
your school and develop their own leadership skills 

 
Please take a look at the very simple and 

child-friendly Lesson plan that I have developed 
above and this should be read and understood by 
the students before they prepare their lesson and 

their learning for a younger child 
 

The reasoning behind this methodology is to develop 
leadership, confidence, responsibility and 

communication skills between the older and younger 
students within your school. This will bring the 

cohort closer together and build a sense of 
community throughout your entire educational 

establishment. 



have just learned. 
 
 

Extension Activity #2 Creating your Own flashcards 
 

Now that you have the knowledge and understanding 
about a range of producers, Consumers and predators. 

It is time for you to create your very own range of 
flashcards which can be laminated and donated to 
another class in your school or used as a teaching 

resource to help other children understand the 
concept of food webs and food chains. ​

​
Use the template opposite to create a set of flashcards 

based on your local food web and when complete, 
print them and laminate them so that somebody else 
can learn from the research you have just completed. ​

​
Click here to access the template and start creating 

your very own set of flashcards!​
 

​
https://upschool.co/courses/it-starts-with-you/less

on/learning-sequence-8-3/ 
 

Teacher Notes - This extension activity will allow 
your students to design something that allows them 

to pass on their knowledge to another group of 
children.  

 
The children may wish to travel to another class to 
teach lessons using their flashcards, or simply post 
them to a school far away to assist with the move 

towards quality education around the world. ​
​

Once the flashcards are complete, children should be 
encouraged to laminate them and give them away.  

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFTNYarJc8/DArf14hqEsgMi5hSGpQg-g/view?utm_content=DAFTNYarJc8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview

