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Digital Nomads Expose Housing Gaps. PropTech Could Help Fill Them. By Angelica Krystle Donati. 

Digital nomads—more than 40 million 

worldwide—are reshaping housing markets 

by staying in cities for months at a time 

and working globally. This group has 

grown over 3x since 2019, boosted by 

remote work and now supported by digital 

nomad visas in 67 countries. Nomads 

aren’t tourists, nor are they permanent 

migrants: 80% prefer to settle in one place 

for 3–9 months, spanning professions far 

beyond tech. 

Key Impacts: 

●​ Economic Transformation:​

Digital nomads contribute to local 

economies, supporting tourism recovery, infrastructure investment, and sectors like cafés and coworking 

spaces.​

In cities such as Cape Town and Lisbon, they fuel innovation and skills exchange. 

●​ Housing Strain:​

Popular hubs face rent spikes—Lisbon and the Balearic Islands saw sharp increases—driven by nomads with 

strong currencies spending in weaker markets.​

The challenge is adapting housing systems to mid-term stays, which fall between short-term tourism and 

traditional rentals. 

PropTech’s Role: 

●​ Tech platforms streamline renting: digital tenant screening, remote lease execution, and dynamic pricing. 

●​ AI and big data help owners track occupancy and tune offerings in real time. 

●​ Regulatory tech is emerging: e.g., the EU “Airbnb Law”—data-sharing for oversight can be extended to 

mid-term rentals. 

Outlook: 

●​ Modern housing must recognize mid-term, flexible demand—neither short nor long term. 

●​ PropTech can bridge public and private needs, improving planning, transparency, and adaptability. 

●​ Ultimately, mid-term stays and digital nomadism aren’t temporary trends. They signal a structural shift; 

housing systems and policies must evolve to match new global patterns of work and life.  

 

Read the Full Article here. 
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Sentiment Around Construction Robotics Innovation Rises While Implementation Wavers. By James McClister. 

The construction industry is showing rising 

enthusiasm for robotics and innovative 

equipment, according to BuiltWorlds’ 2025 

Equipment & Robotics Benchmarking 

Report. Contractors, owners, and 

technology providers are increasingly 

optimistic about the potential of robotics 

for precision tasks like layout, drilling, and 

material transport, especially when 

combined with connected equipment and 

data-driven workflow optimization. 

Industry Sentiment: 

●​ Positive attitudes toward 

company-wide robotics strategies jumped from 74% in 2024 to over 95% in 2025; “poor” ratings 

disappeared entirely. 

●​ Negative evaluations fell sharply, with a 14-point drop in “fair” ratings compared to last year. 

●​ Industry players now see automation and robotics as viable, essential tools for a smarter, more scalable 

jobsite. 

Real-World Implementation: 

●​ Despite the optimism, actual robotics adoption dipped: only 46% of companies report using robotics or 

automation on projects, down from 65% last year. 

●​ The shift is attributed to a move from large-scale pilot programs to more selective, repeated use of 

robotics, reflecting increased discernment and strategic application. 

●​ Instead of widespread experimentation, contractors are focusing on tools that have proven value on the 

ground. 

Takeaway: 

●​ Robotics in construction is slowly transitioning from “future tech” to real-world solutions for efficiency and 

field performance. 

●​ Adoption may be early and selective, but growing commitment from key players suggests lasting 

transformation. 

●​ Intelligent tech workflows—blending onsite robotics with digital planning—are shaping the future of 

construction. 

In short, the industry’s optimism for robotics is surging, but meaningful, scaled implementation is progressing at a 

measured, strategic pace. 

Read the Full Article here. 

 

https://builtworlds.com/news/sentiment-around-construction-robotics-innovation-rises-implementation-wavers/?utm_campaign=News%20%26%20Analysis&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-94QG4WMn7B995UYs0t5p7tZb_F98MLVujZv4rGaVLYAUECv9db-eUtrXr4TbQYOMLypQgSNZC5tfTeLFZXR_NjgXVzSQ&_hsmi=375627710&utm_content=375627710&utm_source=hs_email
https://builtworlds.com/news/sentiment-around-construction-robotics-innovation-rises-implementation-wavers/?utm_campaign=News%20%26%20Analysis&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-94QG4WMn7B995UYs0t5p7tZb_F98MLVujZv4rGaVLYAUECv9db-eUtrXr4TbQYOMLypQgSNZC5tfTeLFZXR_NjgXVzSQ&_hsmi=375627710&utm_content=375627710&utm_source=hs_email


 

AI Building Blocks for Construction: From Agents to Automation and Integration (Built Worlds) 

The construction industry is on the verge of transformation as AI 

evolves from early multi-step assistants (2025) to specialized co-pilots 

(2026) and fully integrated digital/ physical automation by 2027, 

according to the 2027 report. 

2025: Early AI Integration 

●​ AI agents begin supporting basic tasks such as retrieving, 

reviewing, and summarizing documents, aiding in proposal 

reviews, contract generation, and structured workflows. 

●​ Visual AI applications (e.g., material takeoffs) are promising 

but still unreliable, requiring human oversight. 

●​ Co-pilot tools offer meaningful efficiency but lack deep 

autonomy; best impact is in templated processes. 

2026: Data Integration and Specialized Automation 

●​ Data advances allow companies to better models for domain-specific tasks, creating reliable co-pilots. 

●​ AI assists with planning—flag scheduling issues, evaluate design risks, support supply chain decisions. 

●​ Safety is enhanced through real-time video/ sensor analytics, detecting hazards and enforcing protocols. 

●​ More tasks, such as design modeling and risk management, become embedded and automated with AI 

support, though human judgment remains vital. 

2027: Full-Scale AI and Robotic Integration 

●​ AI systems, running at superhuman cognitive speed and scale, become trusted decision-makers and 

efficiently manage robotic execution in dynamic environments. 

●​ Advanced robots handle adjacent construction tasks, reducing labor reliance. 

●​ Predictive maintenance and data-driven decision making become routine, with AI proactively diagnosing 

issues and recommending actions. 

●​ Firms not engaging with these tech risk falling back as labor shortages persist and competition intensifies. 

Recommendations for AEC Leaders: 

●​ Develop robust enterprise data strategy and domain-focused AI capability. 

●​ Actively pilot and experiment with AI, partnering and investing across the ecosystem. 

●​ Foster workforce training to future-proof employees and build modern, tech-first skills. 

●​ Collaborate within industry; change can’t happen in isolation. 

AI adoption in construction is no longer optional. Aggressive integration will touch every facet of the industry over 

the next three years, fundamentally remaking how projects are designed, managed, and built. The imperative: 

engage now, build internal capability, and prepare for sweeping change—waiting risks irrelevance. 

Read the Full Article here. 
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You Got 99(% of) Problems and the DOJ Won (Jen Tindle’s Newsletter) 

This week, one of the largest U.S. 

multifamily operator-managers agreed to 

settle with the DOJ in its antitrust 

case—marking the second major landlord 

to fold. As part of the settlement, they’ll 

stop using certain non-public data for 

pricing, avoid sharing sensitive info with 

competitors, and cooperate in the DOJ’s 

case against RealPage. 

●​ Why Settle So Fast? 

●​ Fighting a private civil case gives you ~50–60% odds of winning. 

●​ In U.S. federal civil court, plaintiff win rates have dropped from 70% to ~30% over decades. 

●​ In federal criminal cases, the odds of acquittal are just 0.4%. Nearly all defendants plead guilty. 

●​ DOJ’s Leverage: 

●​ Prosecutors can pressure defendants by threatening charges against associates or family (e.g., 

Enron’s Andy Fastow, Michael Flynn). 

●​ Even “winning” later (as Arthur Andersen did) can be meaningless if the business is destroyed in 

the process. 

●​ Survival Over Principle: 

●​ Settling spares companies years of costly litigation, legal fees, and client erosion. 

●​ Airlines in the 1990s facing DOJ antitrust action all pled guilty quickly—and survived. 

●​ In the current RealPage case, more landlords are likely to follow suit; the longer they wait, the 

more they risk alienating peers and customers. 

Risks of Fighting the DOJ: 

●​ Multi‑year legal battles 

●​ Escalating costs 

●​ Loss of clients fearing instability 

●​ Potential collapse before achieving any “moral victory” 

 

Even if you believe you’re right, the DOJ’s combination of near‑certain win rates, financial pressure, and reputational 

risk makes settling the logical move. In high‑stakes antitrust fights, survival instincts almost always beat the urge to 

fight—companies plead, settle, and live to do business another day. 
 

 

 

Read the full article here. 
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