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1. Review 
Power blog allows you to attract more users on site and convert them from readers to subscribers and 
clients.   
It will fit any design thanks to the Fine-tuning of the look. A clear structure of the categories and 
sections, a tag cloud and blog search will make navigation intuitive. 
Auto-generated SEO data saves you time for writing interesting articles! 

1.1 Support 
The add-on was developed by Cart-Power, a CS-Cart official partner and developer. If you need any 
assistance in installing and configuring the add-on or need it’s modification, please contact us through 
the helpdesk customer support system. 
 

1.2 Compatibility 
The add-on is compatible with CS-Cart and Multi-Vendor version 4.10.x - 4.11.x 
For CS-Cart version 4.0.x - 4.9.x please use Power Blog v 1.0. 
 

1.3 Buy Now 
The official add-on page:  
https://store.cart-power.com/cs-cart-power-blog-add-on.html 
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2. Installation 
To simplify the installation, configuration and upgrade of our add-ons, we have developed a special 
service add-on - Cart-Power Add-ons Manager. Download the Cart-Power: Add-ons Manager and 
follow the installation instructions. 
 
Once you install it, you will be able to: 
 

1.​ Check the List of the Add-ons Purchased for Your Domain 
2.​ Install Add-ons 
3.​ Turn on/off Add-ons 
4.​ Find the Add-on Docs 
5.​ Set up Add-ons 
6.​ Upgrade Add-ons 

a.​ Via Add-on Manager 
b.​ Via the Upgrade Center 
c.​ Manual Upgrade (Add-on Reinstallation). 

7.​ Find out Add-on Version Information 
8.​ Check the Status of the Upgrade Subscription 

 
If you have any issues installing or activating the add-on, please contact us: sales@cart-power.com 
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3. Add-on Settings 
To change main add-on settings, navigate to Add-ons > Manage add-ons > Cart-Power: Power Blog.  
 
Besides the addition you should configure the layouts of the blog pages. Learn more about configuring 
layouts here.  

3.1 General Settings 

 
License Key  - field for license number, required for the add-on activation.  
 
Use image from article description - An image, added to article content, will be used as a thumbnail. 
 
Blog date format - Allows you to choose the view of the article publication date to display on the 
article. 
 
Articles per page - Number of articles, displayed on a single blog page. 
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3.2 Color Scheme 
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This tab allows you to set colors for each element from the list: 
 

●​ Text color 
●​ Link color 
●​ Hover color 
●​ Button color 
●​ Button text color 
●​ Background for blog elements 
●​ Border color 

3.3 Articles List Page 

 
 
The following settings are available: 
 

●​ Display article date 
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●​ Display article comments 
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●​ Display article author 
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●​ Display article type 
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●​ Show tags 
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●​ Display short description 
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●​ Display Read more 
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3.4 Article Page 

 
 
Display image on the article page - article thumbnail will be displayed at the article page (doesn’t 
work for articles with the type “gallery” or “video”) 
 
Image position: 
 

mailto:sales@cart-power.com
https://cart-power.com
https://hd.cart-power.com
https://store.cart-power.com


 

 

Skype: cartpower 
e-mail: sales@cart-power.com 
Website: cart-power.com  
HelpDesk: hd.cart-power.com 
Store: store.cart-power.com 

●​ Top 
 

 
 

●​ Left 
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Image width and Image height - image display parameters (pixels). 
 
Display article author - enable/disable author display. 
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Display article categories - enable/disable category display. 
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Display article type - enable/disable type display. 
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Gallery image width and Gallery image height - common setting for images in Gallery article type. 
 
Gallery type - Scroller or Grid list (common setting for images in Gallery article type). 
 
Columns count for grid list - common setting for images in Gallery article type. 
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3.5 Blog Subscription 

 
From name - sender name, from whom subscribers receive email. 
 
From email - email, from which subscribers receive email. 
 
Reply email - email, which is used for subscribers’ reply. 
 
Subscribe on - list, where users get on subscribing to blog. 
 
Blog subscribers - list, used for mailing. More details further. 
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3.6 Google Sitemap XML 

 
The add-on allows you to add blog articles and blog categories automatically to XML sitemap used by 
Google to more accurately index your site and rank in search results. Available settings: 
 
Include in sitemap - used to include/exclude blog pages from XML sitemap. 
 
Update frequency: 
 

●​ Always 
●​ Hourly 
●​ Daily 
●​ Weekly 
●​ Monthly 
●​ Yearly 
●​ Never 

 
Priority - numbers from 0.1 to 1. The more the number, the higher priority is. 
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3.7 SEO 

 
SEO settings allow to generate meta description and keywords automatically for blog categories 
and articles.  
 
The following may be added to sitemap: 
 

●​ All categories tree 
●​ Root categories 
●​ None 
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4. Blog Display Configuration 
After you’ve configured main add-on settings, you need to configure special layouts CP. Blog - 
Category and CP. Blog - Article in the layouts editor (Design > Layouts). 
 
Starting with version 2.3, layouts are created automatically on installing the add-on. Before applying 
any changes, please, create backups of the database (Administration > Backup/Restore) and the 
current layout (Design > Layouts > Export layout). 
 

 
 
Add blocks to layout pages CP. Blog - Category and CP. Blog - Article:  
 

1. Press “+” and select Add section. 
2. Press “+” and select Add block > Create new block. 
3. Select one of blocks named CP::Blog* (Blog archive block, Blog Articles list, Blog Categories, 
Blog Search block, Blog Subscription, Blog tags). 
4. Name block and configure content. 
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5. Repeat steps 2-3 for every needed block. 
6. Add default block Main content, required to display it. 

4.1 Blocks settings examples:  
 

●​ Blog category page 
 

 
 

●​ Blog article page 
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4.2 Block With the Blog Articles  
 
You can add a lock with the blog articles on any page of your store, for example on the homepage. 
 
Navigate to Design > Layouts > Layouts > Homepage and choose an existing section or create a new 
one, add new block CP: Blog articles block. 
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Choose and configure the look of the block.  
 

●​ Scroller 
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●​ Grid 

 
●​ List  

 
●​ Text list 

 
And content of the block. 
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5. Work with Articles 
Navigate to Website > Power Blog > Articles. Here you can search, add and remove articles, clear 
subscription logs. 
 

 

5.1 Article Creation 

​
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To add new article, press + in the top right corner and select article type: 
 

●​ Article 
●​ Gallery 
●​ Video 
●​ Event 
●​ Place 

 
Process of adding an article is identical for all article types, differences on configuration tabs are 
marked with * (marked setting is only available for a certain article type). 

Identical settings for all article types: 
 

General Tab 
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Name - Title, displayed at article page and in breadcrumbs. 
 
Vendor - vendor, who published the article (Multi-Vendor only). 
 
Type - selected article type:  
 

●​ Article 
●​ Gallery 
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●​ Video 
●​ Event 
●​ Place 

 
Section - one of the root blog categories, in which the blog categories are located. A section cannot 
include articles. 
 
Categories - category, where the article will be published. 
 
Description - the content of the article. 
 
Author - the article author’s name. 
 
Image - the article main image (displayed at the category and article pages, depending on the add-on 
settings). 
 
Short description - description of the article content, displayed at the articles list page, i.e. at the blog 
category page.  
 
Status - distinguishes, whether to display the article or not. Available options: 
 

●​ Active - the article is available at storefront, visible for search engines; 
●​ Disabled - the article is unavailable at storefront, invisible for search engines; 
●​ Hidden - the article is available via direct hyperlink, visible for search engines. 

Availability Section 

 

 
 
User groups - select which users will see the article. 
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Creation date - the date the article was written. 
 
Use available period - used when limitations for article availability are necessary. Dates are configured 
in Available from, Available till fields. 
 

Meta Data Section 

 

 
 
Page title - article name, displayed in browser. 
 
H2 tag - heading, used at the article page. 
 
Meta description - short description of the article, used by the search engines. It’s also displayed in 
snippets. 
 
Meta keywords - words, which help search engines to distinguish article topic and whether it fits 
certain search request.  
 

 

Add-ons Tab 
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●​ SEO name — part of the page URL. 
●​ Comments (Comments and reviews add-on required) — enable/disable comments and rating 

for this page. 
●​ Facebook object type — select type, which suits your page content. 

*These fields won’t be available until Comments and Reviews, SEO and Social Buttons add-ons are 
enabled in Add-ons → Manage Add-ons. 

 

Tags Tab 

 

 
Tags - special article marks for easy search and categorization in blog. Add necessary tags in the field 
separated by comma. 
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Extra tabs, depending on the article type: 
 

Products Tab* 

 
 
This tab is used to add related products. To do so, use the corresponding button and save changes.​
 
Please check the CP: Blog - Article layout and make sure that the Related products block is active. 
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​
Final result at article page may look like this: 
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To display related articles on the product page, navigate to Design > Layouts > Layouts > Products  
and choose an existing section or create a new one, add new block CP: Blog articles block. 
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Choose and configure the look of the block.  
 

●​ Scroller 
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●​ Grid 

 
●​ List  

 
●​ Text list 

 
And sellect Product’s articles as a filling of the block in the content tab. 
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Gallery Tab* 
 

 
 
This tab is used for setting  gallery section name and uploading images. You can also select Gallery 
type:  
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●​ Use common add-on settings; 
●​ Scroller (you are able to set image width and height): 

 
 

●​ Grid list (you are able to set columns count, image width and height): 
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Video Tab* 

 

 
 
YouTube video ID - YouTube video ID, taken from the video URL. 
 
Video width (px) - maximum video width in blog article. 
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Video thumbnail:  
 

●​ Take from YouTube (use existing preview) 
●​ Manually upload (add image) 

 

Event Tab* 

 
 
Start date and end date, address, coordinates, and additional information on event are available 
here. 
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Place Tab* 

 
 
Coordinates, and additional information on the place are available here. 

 

Subscription Tab* 

 

 
 
This tab appears only on saving an article. To see it, open newly-created article settings once again. 
 
Send to - select subscribers list, to send the article to.  
 
Send - on clicking this button, article is sent to the blog subscribers.  
 
Statistics - info on the sent article.  
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5.2 Articles Search 
 

 
 
Use the menu on the right. You can search by: 
 

●​ Name 
●​ Type  
●​ Status 
●​ Approved 
●​ Search by vendors  
●​ Search in category 
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5.3 Bulk Actions with Articles 
 

 
 
To delete selected articles, Clear subscription logs or Approve selected articles written by vendors, 
use the gear button in the top right corner.  
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6. Work With the Blog Categories 
Navigate to Website > Power Blog > Blog categories. Here you can configure blog categories and 
sections. To add a section or a category, press “+” button on the right. 
 

 
 

6.1 General 
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Name - category or section title. 
 
Position - section or category position number in blog. 
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Location* - enabled only for categories. Here you need to set section or parent category. 

Description - category or section description. 
 
Status - distinguishes, whether to display category/section or not. Available options: 
 

●​ Active - the article is available at storefront, visible for search engines; 
●​ Disabled - the article is unavailable at storefront, invisible for search engines; 
●​ Hidden - the article is available via direct hyperlink, visible for search engines. 

Meta Data 
Page title - section/category name, displayed in browser. 
 
H2 tag - heading, used at section/category page. 
 
Meta description - short description of section/category, used by search engines. It’s also displayed in 
snippets. 
 
Meta keywords - words, which help search engines to distinguish section/category topic and whether 
it fits certain search request.  

6.2 Add-ons 

 
 
Here, by using default CS-Cart add-ons, you are able to set SEO name for category or section.  
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6.3 View Settings* 

 
*This tab is enabled only for sections.  
 
Show posts from subcategories - enables/disables showing articles from subcategories in section. 
 
Blog posts list style: 
 

●​ List 
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●​ List - large images 
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●​ List 2 
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●​ Grid 1 
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●​ Grid 2 (article info is displayed when hovering over) 
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●​ Grid - modern style (article info is displayed when hovering over)  
 

mailto:sales@cart-power.com
https://cart-power.com
https://hd.cart-power.com
https://store.cart-power.com


 

 

Skype: cartpower 
e-mail: sales@cart-power.com 
Website: cart-power.com  
HelpDesk: hd.cart-power.com 
Store: store.cart-power.com 

 
 
Number of columns - enter a number of content columns to display at section page.  
 
Display article image - enabled or disabled. 
 
Image width (px) and Image height (px) - max thumbnail resolution (pixels). 
 

6.4 Vendors* 
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Available in Multi-Vendor. Here you are able to add vendors, to allow them adding their own articles in 
categories. To make it available for new vendors , check the corresponding setting. 
 

6.5 Layouts 

 
 
This tab allows to configure custom view for section or category, by using CS-Cart block editor. By 
default, the layout is taken from the saved template of the category layout.  
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7. Work with Subscribers 
A user can subscribe to blog in the corresponding subscription block at article or category page: 
 

 

7.1 Adding Subscriber 
Navigate to Website > Power Blog > Blog subscribers. This menu allows to add subscribers to send 
blog articles to. To add a new subscriber, press “+” in the top right corner.  
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E-mail - Subscriber’s email-address. 
 
Language - select subscriber’s language, if you use several languages on the storefront. 
 
Status -  active or disabled.  
 

mailto:sales@cart-power.com
https://cart-power.com
https://hd.cart-power.com
https://store.cart-power.com


 

 

Skype: cartpower 
e-mail: sales@cart-power.com 
Website: cart-power.com  
HelpDesk: hd.cart-power.com 
Store: store.cart-power.com 

7.2 Exporting Subscribers to Mailing Lists 
 
Select contacts, press gear button and choose needed list. 
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8. Importing and Exporting Articles 
The add-on allows you to import and export articles. Navigate to Administration > Import data > 
Power Blog: Articles or Administration > Export data > Power Blog: Articles. More info on 
import/export can be found in the official docs. 

8.1 Import 
Importing is executed with the help of existing csv-file.  
 

 
 
Note, required fields for importing are: 
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●​ Language 
●​ Article name 
●​ Category 

8.2 Export 
Exporting requires fields: 
 

●​ Language 
●​ Article name 
●​ Category 
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9. Multi-Vendor Features 
This section describes add-on features, available only in Multi-Vendor. The rest add-on features are 
similar to those in CS-Cart. 
 
Vendors can post articles in categories they are allowed to. 

9.1 Adding Vendor Articles 
Vendor adds article via page Website > Power Blog > Articles with the help of + (plus) button. 
Vendor’s article has the same structure and settings as administrator’s one. 
 
After adding an article vendor will see the following notice: 
 

 
 
The admin should approve articles to appear on the storefront. Vendor is able only to disable and make 
articles hidden. After the approval the article is published in the blog. 

9.2 Managing Vendor Articles 
When vendor creates an article it gets “Not approved” status.  
 

 
 
Admin can approve article on the article page in General tab.  
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Or on the articles list page.  
 

 
 
 
If a vendor applies changes to the approved article, it automatically gets “Not approved” status and 
must be approved by the admin again. 
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9.3 Block With the Vendor Articles in the Vendor Store 
Navigate to Design > Layouts > Layouts > Vendor store and choose an existing section or create a 
new one, add new block CP: Blog articles block. 
 

 

 
Choose and configure the look of the block.  
 

●​ Scroller 
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●​ Grid 

 
●​ List  
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●​ Text list 

 
Select Vendor posts as the block filling in the content tab of the block settings. 
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10. SEO Name for Blog 
It’s crucial to set correct SEO names. Usually, if you’ve used the default blog before installing Power 
Blog, URL website.com/blog shows default blog, and Power Blog is available via automatically 
generated blog-en page. 
 
To set URL website.com/blog for Power Blog, you need to change default blog SEO name first (for 
instance, to blog1). It can be done at page Website - Blog - [blog main page name] - add-ons: 
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Then navigate to menu Website > Power Blog > Blog categories > [blog category] > Add-ons. 
Change SEO name setting to blog. 
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11. Blog URL in Menu 
To add a new blog URL to menu, navigate to Design > Menus > [menu name] 
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12. FAQ 
Here you can find answers to most frequently asked questions. This section is regularly updated with 
the questions we get on forum and Helpdesk. 
 
How to import articles from default blog to Power Blog?  
 
All articles can be imported only to a single category. Select required category, press cogwheel button 
and select Import articles from standard blog. 
 

 
 
What is the URL for Power Blog? ​
 
Navigate to Website > Power Blog > Blog categories > [blog category name] > Add-ons. Change 
SEO name if necessary. 
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