Lamentations 4

Which people or groups of people are mentioned in this text? Make a list. What is the
order in which they are mentioned? What is the order in which groups of people suffer or
die? How does it compare to the people mentioned in Lamentations 1-3? Pay particular
attention to Lamentations 2.

Divide the text into sections. What are the themes of each section? Who is speaking?
Who is addressed? How might the sections interact with each other? How do themes
develop?

What is God’s role in this text? How is God thought of? How does God’s role here
compare to God’s role in the other chapters we have read?

How is motherhood conceived of in this text? What is the role of a mother? What is the
role of a child?

How is sin conceived of in this text? Who is at fault? What is the relationship between sin
and suffering? Sin and impurity? Are there multiple interpretations of sin in this text?

List all the words for eating or starving in this text. What story do they tell? Pay attention
to color.



Lamentations 4
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1. Alas/How' can the gold be dulled, how can
the good pure-gold change?

The sacred stones” poured out’ on the corner
of every street*?
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1. Compare this first line to the first lines of the other chapters we have read. What does the

approach of this chapter seem to be? Is there a metaphor or metaphors used? What might

the gold be referring to? How might the gold have been dulled? What does the tone seem

to be?

2. The precious children of Zion’, (worth
more than their) weight in fine-gold,

How?® can they be thought’ of as shards of clay
jars, the work of a potter’s hands®?
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1. How does this second verse work with the first verse? What parallels might you draw?

Why might 72°R repeat?

3. Even/also’ the jackals/dragons drew out
(their) breast, they give suck'’ to their young.
The daughter11 of my people]2 was cruel, like
ostriches in the wilderness.
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1. Why might these jackals and ostriches be brought into the picture? Think of a few

possible reasons. What are your associations with these animals? What are your biblical

"Word no'x Lam 1:1; 2:1; 4:1,2

2Word |ax Lam 3:53

3 Root >ow Lam 2:4, 11, 12, 19; 4:11,13
4 Root xin Lam 2:19, 21; 4:5, 8, 14

5Word ¥ Lam 1:4, 6, 17; 2:1, 4, 6, 8, 10, 13, 18; 4:2, 11, 22

® Word n>'x Lam 1:1; 2:1; 4:1,2

" Root awn Lam 3:60, 61

8 Root ' Lam 1:14, 17; 2:8; 3:64; 4:2.,6, 10
® Word na Lam 2:9

° Root p1* Lam 2:11, 4:4, 4

"'Word na Lam 1:6, 15; 2:2,4,5, 8,10, 11, 13, 15, 18; 3:48, 51; 4:3, 6, 10, 21, 22

2Word my Lam 1:7, 11; 2:11; 3:14, 48; 4:3, 6, 10




associations with these animals? Look at Micah 1:8, Jeremiah 51:34, Job 30:29, and

Isaiah 43:20 for mentions of these animals.

4. The tongue of the suckling (infant)13 stuck
to his mouth with thirst.

Little ones'* asked for bread," there is no one
10 spread it out'” for them.
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1. What is the relationship between this verse and the previous one?

2. Look back at the descriptions of starvation during the siege in Lamentations 2:11-12,
18-20. How is starvation presented there? How is it presented here? In Lamentations 1
you saw the repeated line, omin "X, there is no one to comfort. What has happened to that

1dea here?

5. Those who ate delicacies are desolated'® in
the streets,19

Those who were reared in worm’s (purple)
embrace ash heaps.
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1. To whom might this verse refer? Would you group this verse with the previous verses or

the following verses?

6.The iniquity20 of the daughter of my people

has become bigger than the sin?' of Sodom,
which was turned over® like a moment, and it

was not hands® (that caused) it suffering.”*
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" Root p1* Lam 2:11; 4:3,4

“ Root 797y Lam 1:15; 2:19; 4:4

> Word on? Lam 1:11: 5:6, 9

'® Phrase 7 'x... Lam 1:2, 7,9, 17, 21; 2:9; 3:49; 4:4
7 Root 01o. Lam 1:10, 13, 17; 4:4

'® Root nnw. Lam 1:4, 13, 16; 3:11; 4:5; 5:18
" Root xin Lam 2:19, 21; 4:1,5,8, 14

2 Root 11y. Lam 2:14; 4:6,13, 22; 5:7

2! Root xun Lam 1:8; 2:14; 3:39; 4:6, 11,13
2 Root >on Lam 1:20; 3:3; 5:2, 15

B Root 1" Lam 1:14, 17; 2:8; 3:64; 4:2,6, 10
2 Root 71n Lam 3:26



https://www.sefaria.org/Micah.1.8?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.51.34?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.30.29?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.43.20?lang=bi

1. How is sin conceived of in this verse? Is there blame placed? How does this

understanding of sin and punishment compare to other understandings in Lamentations?

more dazzling than milk.

They were ruddier in bone® than rubies, their
being cut like sapphire.

7. Her Nazirites/princes were purer than snow,
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1. This is a classic description of beauty. See Song of Songs 5 for comparison. Why might

such a description be brought here?

8. Their appearance became darker®® than
charcoal-black, they were not recognized on

the streets.”’

Their skin shriveled on their bones,28 dried
like it was wood.
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1. Sit with this image.

9. Better for those pierced”” by sword®' than

those pierced*? by hunger,”
Those who pine away, stricken with (lack of)
produce of the field.
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1. What is the attitude here towards being still alive? Compare it to the attitude in

Lamentations 3:22-24. Compare this verse, starting with "210” to the Lamentations

3:25-27, also beginning with 210.

% Root nxy Lam 1:13; 3:4; 4.7, 8

% Root qwn Lam 3:2, 6; 4:8; 5:17

27 Root xin Lam 1:2; 2:19, 21; 4:1,5, 8, 14
% Root nxy Lam 1:13; 3:4; 4:7, 8

2 Word a1v Lam 3:25, 26, 27

%0 Root 79n Lam 2:2, 12; 4:9

3" Word aan Lam 1:20; 2:21; 4:9; 5:9

%2 Root 79n Lam 2:2, 12; 4:9

3 Word ayn Lam 2:19, 4:9; 5:10




10. The hands®* of merciful®> women cooked
their children,
They have become for eating in the

destruction® of the daughter37 of my people.3 8
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1. How do you understand ‘merciful” here? Think of a few possible explanations.

2. The word ann also can mean womb. 72w» can also mean birthing stool. What does that
contribute to your understanding of this verse?

11. YHWH has finished™ his rage,40 he has

poured out*! the wrath*” of his nose,*

And he has kindled a fire* in Zion that ate®
her foundations.
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1. God is mentioned here for the first time. God hasn’t appeared yet, either by name or by
reference. Why might he appear here? What is it God is doing? How might this verse

interact with the first verse?

12. The kings of the earth,*® all the inhabitants

47 of the world did not*® believe
That adversary® and enemy™ could come to

the gates”' of Jerusalem.>
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% Root 1" Lam 1:14, 17; 2:8; 3:64; 4:2,6, 10
% Root nn1 Lam 3:22, 32; 4:10
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4 Root 7ox Lam 2:20
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1. Why might this group of people have believed in the inviolability of Jerusalem? What

does it say about them?

13. For the sins™ of her prophets,* the
iniquities® of her priests,*

Who poured out’’ in her midst the blood of

the righteous.58
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1. Who is at fault here? For what are they blamed? Who might the “her” be?

14. They tossed/wandered,’® blind, in the
streets, defiled with blood,

Such that no one was able to touch® their
clothing.
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1. Why might they be blind? Who might they be? Remember King Zedekiah, king during
the siege, who was captured when he tried to escape. The Babylonians killed his children

before his eyes and then blinded him.

15. “Turn aside,®" impure,”® they called to
them, “turn aside, turn aside. Do not touch!”
When they fled and wandered,”

They said among the nations “they will not
continue to live here.”
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1. How does the understanding of impurity here compare with the understanding of
impurity in Lamentations 1? What are the results? What role does gender play?

% Root xun Lam 1:6; 2:14; 3:39; 4:6, 11,13
5 Root x11 Lam 2:9, 14; 4:13
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16. The face® of YHWH has made them into o277 720 XY RPN I %19
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them.
The faces®’ of the priests68 they have not
raised up and the elders® they did not favor.

1. Look back at Lamentations 3:24. What is "7 °»511 there? What is it here? What is the role
of priests here? Who might the “they” be?

17. Still our eyes’’ are finished,’’ for our help 537 ﬂJ}]ﬁI}Z"?& Wl’j’ln] TIJ"ZDH \WJ"?[W x
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While watching and watching for a nation’>
that does not save.

1. Who might the speaker be now?

18. They surely hunted”® us, (preventing us) Ehi I'Dﬂ'D ﬂ31773 uvwg 17X
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Our end drew near,”” our days76 were filled,

for came our end.

1. How has the public square or street been used in this chapter?

% Word 19 Lam 1:5, 6, 22; 2:3,19; 3:35; 4:7,16; 5:9, 10, 12
% Root 77n Lam 3:24; 4:16
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19. Swifter were our pursuers than eagles of
the heavens.

On the mountains they hotly-pursued us, in
the wilderness they lay in wait’’ for us.
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1. Look back at Deuteronomy 28:49. Why might similar language be used?

20. The wind of our noses, the anointed of
YHWH, was caught in their traps (pits,)

About whom we had said, ‘In his shadow we

will live among the nations.”™’
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1. To whom might this refer? Does this change your understanding of the voices in

Lamentations 3?

21. Rejoice79 and be glad, daughter of Edom,

sitting/dwelling80 in the land®' of Uz.
Also to you will pass the cup. You will get
drunk and make yourself naked.
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1. Look back at Lamentations 1:21. How do these two texts interact?

22. Your iniquity is brought to an end,
daughter82 of Zion®?, he will not continue to

uncover/exile® you.
He has taken note of your iniquities daughter

85 of Edom, he has uncovered®® your sins.
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1. The chapter seems to end on a happy note. How have we gotten here? Has there been a

process of tshuva?
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