
 

 
 

Navigating FSA ID Updates:  
What Contributors Need to Know 

 
If you’re preparing for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), recent updates regarding the Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID might 
impact how you complete the process. For those contributors who don’t 
have a Social Security number, there’s been a significant change worth 
noting. Here’s a breakdown of the latest updates and what they mean for 
you. 
 
Key Update: Identity Verification Flexibility 
 
For contributors without a Social Security number, the FSA has made 
some significant updates that affect how you access and manage the 
FAFSA process: 
 

- Temporary Manual Data Entry: For the foreseeable future, 
contributors without a Social Security number can still manually 
enter their information into the FAFSA. This temporary measure is 
crucial for ensuring that all students can apply for federal student 
aid without being hindered by the lack of an FSA ID. 
 
- Waived Identity Verification: The requirement to verify identity via 
an FSA ID has been waived for now. This means that contributors 
who do not have a Social Security number can access the FAFSA 
immediately without going through the identity verification process. 
 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-06-17/details-related-2025-26-fafsa-form-launch-opportunities-engagement-and-additional-activities-2024-25-cycle


- Continuity Through 2025-26 Cycle: This flexibility will continue 
through the 2025-26 FAFSA cycle. If you’re preparing for future FAFSA 
applications, you can expect to use the same manual data entry 
process and continue to access the application without an FSA ID. 

 
  
Why This Update Matters 
 
These updates are a significant relief for contributors who face 
challenges obtaining a Social Security number. By allowing manual data 
entry and temporarily waiving the identity verification process, the FSA  
empowers you to access financial aid equitably and inclusively. This 
approach eliminates potential delays or barriers in the application 
process, ensuring more students can confidently pursue higher 
education. 
 
 Next Steps for Contributors 
 
While the current updates provide immediate relief, it’s important for 
contributors to stay informed and take proactive steps: 
 

1. Submit Required Documentation: Although the identity verification 
process is waived for now, contributors are still encouraged to 
submit the necessary forms and documentation. This will help the 
FSA prepare for a long-term solution that may involve verified FSA 
IDs in the future. 
 
2. Monitor Future Updates: Watch for announcements from the FSA 
regarding changes to the identity verification process or the 
introduction of new requirements. Staying informed will ensure 
you’re prepared for any future changes. 
 
3. Prepare for Long-Term Solutions: While the manual entry option 
remains available, the FSA is working towards a long-term solution 
that may require a verified FSA ID. Being proactive about submitting 
your documentation can help streamline the transition once these 
new requirements are implemented. 

 


