FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
YEAR B

A Reading from Joshua 24
'Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel and they presented
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus
says the LORD, the God of Israel: Revere the LORD, and serve him
in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your
ancestors served beyond the River, and in Egypt, and serve the
LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in
the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve
the LORD.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we
should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; for it is the LORD our
God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our
sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among
all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out
before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land.
Therefore, we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” But
Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD; for he is a
holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your
transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve
foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume
you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua,
“No, we will serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the people,
“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the
LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said,
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline
your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” The people said to
Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.”
So, Joshua made a covenant with the people that day at Shechem.
- The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 16 Psalm 16
15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the /righteous, * 15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the /righteous, *
and his ears are open to their /cry. and his ears are open to their /cry.
16 The face of the Lord is against those who do /evil, * 16 The face of the Lord is against those who do /evil, *
to root out the remembrance of them from the /earth. to root out the remembrance of them from the /earth.
17 The righteous cry, and the Lord /hears them * 17 The righteous cry, and the Lord /hears them *
and delivers them from all their /troubles. and delivers them from all their /troubles.
18 The Lord is near to the /broken-hearted * 18 The Lord is near to the /broken-hearted *
and will save those whose spirits are/ crushed. and will save those whose spirits are/ crushed.
19 Many are the troubles of the/ righteous, * 19 Many are the troubles of the/ righteous, *
but the Lord will deliver him out of them /all. but the Lord will deliver him out of them /all.
20 He will keep safe all his /bones; * 20 He will keep safe all his /bones; *
not one of them shall be/ broken. not one of them shall be/ broken.
21 Evil shall slay the /wicked, * 21 Evil shall slay the /wicked, *
and those who hate the righteous will be /punished. and those who hate the righteous will be /punished.
22 The Lord ransoms the life of his /servants, * 22 The Lord ransoms the life of his /servants, *

and none will be punished who trust in /him.

A Reading from Ephesians 5
3 ook carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.
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Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the
Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery,
but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord
with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one
another out of reverence for Christ.
- The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
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