Spring Car Buying Guide: Why It's the Perfect
Time to Upgrade

Spring is often seen as a season of fresh starts, making it the perfect time to reassess your
vehicle needs. Whether your current car is becoming expensive to maintain, your family has
outgrown it, or you're simply ready for something newer, spring can offer excellent
opportunities for Australian car buyers.

With dealerships preparing for new stock, more vehicles entering the used car market, and
many Australians planning for end-of-year travel, buying a car in spring can put you in a
stronger position before the busy summer period.

Choosing the right time to upgrade isn't just about finding a good deal. It's also about
ensuring your finances are ready, understanding your borrowing options, and purchasing a
vehicle that suits your lifestyle for years to come.

Why Spring Is a Smart Time to Buy a Car
While there's no single "perfect" month to buy a vehicle, spring offers several advantages
that make it worth considering.

More vehicle choice
Dealerships often begin receiving newer models during spring, which can lead to:
e More new vehicles arriving in showrooms
e Greater availability of used trade-ins
e Increased competition between dealers
e More opportunities to negotiate

If you're considering a pre-owned vehicle, the increased supply can also mean more options
to compare before making your decision.

For practical advice on purchasing a used vehicle, read our guide on Should You Buy a Used
Car? Pros and Cons Explained.

Beat the Summer Buying Rush

Many Australians begin shopping for cars in late spring as they prepare for:
Christmas holidays

Family road trips

School holidays

New jobs starting in the new year

Buying before demand increases may provide:
e Shorter waiting times
e Better vehicle availability
e More time to compare finance options
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e Less pressure to make a quick decision

Waiting until December can sometimes mean limited stock or longer delivery times for
popular models.

Is Your Current Car Costing You More Than It's Worth?

Sometimes upgrading isn't about wanting something new. It's about reducing ongoing
expenses.

Consider whether your current vehicle is experiencing:
e Frequent repair bills

Increasing maintenance costs

Poor fuel efficiency

Safety concerns

Limited space for your family or business

If the cost of keeping your current vehicle continues to rise, replacing it could make financial
sense over the long term.

Prepare Your Finances Before You Start Shopping

One of the biggest mistakes buyers make is choosing a car before understanding what they
can comfortably afford.

Before visiting dealerships, it's worth:
e Reviewing your monthly budget
Checking your credit report
Calculating your ongoing vehicle expenses
Estimating your deposit
Comparing loan options

If you're unsure how much you could borrow, our guide on How Much Can You Borrow for a
Car Loan? explains the factors lenders typically consider.

Compare More Than Just the Purchase Price
It's easy to focus on the advertised price, but owning a vehicle involves ongoing expenses.

Remember to budget for:
Registration
Comprehensive insurance
Fuel

Servicing

Tyres

Loan repayments
Unexpected repairs
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Choosing the cheapest car upfront doesn't always result in the lowest long-term ownership
costs.

Don't Rush Your Finance Decision
Car finance isn't one-size-fits-all. Depending on your circumstances, lenders may offer
different:
e Loanterms
Interest rates
Repayment structures
Features
Fees

Before choosing a lender, it's worth understanding how rates work by reading Car Loan
Interest Rates Explained: What Affects Your Rate? and Tips to Spot the Best Car Loan
Deals in Australia.

These guides can help you compare offers beyond the advertised interest rate.

Spring Is Also a Good Time to Trade In

If you're planning to replace your current vehicle, spring can also be a favourable time to
organise a trade-in.

Having your vehicle:
Professionally cleaned

e Serviced
o Well presented
e Supported by maintenance records may help maximise its value when negotiating

with a dealer.
Thinking about upgrading your car this spring? Start by applying for pre-approval through
Pink Loans before you begin shopping, so you can compare vehicles with confidence and

know exactly what fits your budget.

Start vour pre-approval.

FAQs

Is spring a good time to buy a car in Australia?

Yes. Spring often brings increased vehicle availability as dealerships prepare for new stock
and end-of-year sales. Buying earlier can also help you avoid the higher demand that often
occurs closer to Christmas.
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Should | get finance before choosing a car?
Many buyers find it helpful to organise finance or pre-approval before shopping. This
provides a clearer budget and can make negotiating with dealerships easier.

Is buying before Christmas cheaper?
Not always, but buying in spring may provide more choice and less competition from other
buyers who begin shopping closer to the holiday season.

How much deposit do | need for a car loan?

The required deposit varies depending on the lender and your financial situation. Some
borrowers may qualify without a deposit, while others may benefit from contributing one to
reduce their loan amount.
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