
Episode 56: Hiding in City Centre: The Cheapside Hoard 
 
From the introduction: archaeological finds from the Crossrail / Elizabeth Line dig: 
 

  
 

Left to right: A Tudor bowling ball found near Stepney Green, medieval ice skates made of carved bone, a 
cheeky Victorian chamber pot.  
 



 
Cheapside circa 1900. Imagine… all of those people are walking right past a treasure trove.   Public domain 
photo. 
 



 
Navvies on the job. Photo credit: Helen Hughes, The Victorian Web.  
 
 

 
Can you imagine a pocket watch from 1610? This was crafted from one huge apple-sized emerald. From 
the GIA site. 
 
Just a few of the hundreds of spectacular jewels: 

https://victorianweb.org/history/work/smith/1.html
https://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/FA13-cheapside-hoard-weldon


 
From Vogue..  
 

https://www.vogue.com/article/london-calling-the-cheapside-hoard-on-view-for-the-first-time


 
From the Museum of London via Pinterest 
 
 
 
 
 

A close up view of Cheapside and specifically Goldsmiths’ Row from pre-Great Fire Agas map. 
From the Map of Early London website.  

https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/CHEA2.htm
https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/CHEA2.htm


 
And the same area today. 
 

\ 
George Fabian Lawrence, known to the navvies as "Stoney Jack.” Image from Mike Dash’s excellent article 
The Commoner Who Salvaged a King’s Ransom in Smithsonian Magazine. 
 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-commoner-who-salvaged-a-kings-ransom-153162/


 
From the BBC, a 28 minute video, The Hidden Jewels of the Cheapside Hoard.   
 

 
See an interactive map of British Hoards 
 
 

https://youtu.be/uusgx7YlTWg
https://youtu.be/uusgx7YlTWg
https://osm4wiki.toolforge.org/cgi-bin/wiki/wiki-osm.pl?project=en&article=List+of+Bronze+Age+hoards+in+Great+Britain


 
The Detectorists stars the show’s creator, Mackenzie Crook, and Toby Jones. 
 

 
Read Roald Dahl’s story about The Mildenhall Treasure HERE, or listen to it HERE.  
 

https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.pc.gsu.edu/dist/6/45/files/2017/09/Dahl-Mildenhall-to-post-2ns74cf.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XON5TJ_xWs


 
Kirsty Manning’s The Lost Jewels is set against the backdrop of the Cheapside Hoard’s discovery. 
 





An introduction to a lengthy article in London’s Daily Telegraph, 17 July 1928 
 
 
Additional resources 
The Cheapside Hoard Wikipedia entry   
Museum of London Cheapside Hoard info page 
The PAS - Portable Antiquities Scheme - site.  Click on Database and then on “All artifacts and coins” to 
see the kinds of objects people are finding now.  
What Lies Beneath: Meet the Real Metal Detectorists by Ella Braidwood in The Guardian 
How Detectorists Thrashed Archaeologists at Their Own Game by Tracy Ramsden in The Telegraph  
Metal Detecting Laws and Regulations 2024, from Metal Detector Field Guide   

 
And… 

Our music is from the album Astral Gate, with permission of the artists, Lucas Perny and Miroslav Kollar.   
Audio mixing by DJ Kensington. 

 
Links… 

Podcast website    
Our blog  

Email us at yesterdayslondontimes@gmail.com 
 

Follow us on: 
Facebook @ Yesterday’s London Times Podcast 
Instagram @ Yesterday’s London Times Podcast 

Threads @ Yesterday’s London Times Podcast 
TikTok @ YLTPod  

 
 

2024 Collective Good Productions LLC 
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