
Archaeology of Epidemics Syllabus 
 
Introduction  
 
Through these readings we examine the archaeological evidence of 
medical technology, human behavior, and relationships between 
people and their environments during past epidemics. Our focus is 
on the physical, material evidence, and how we can understand 
past human behaviors and relationships from this source of data. 
We are looking into landscapes, built environments, all kinds of 
technologies, artefacts and material traces of the past human 
experience of epidemics. This is not a course about human biology, 
and we will only minimally discuss direct evidence from human 
skeletal or tissue remains.   
 
Get citations of our readings from our Zotero group.  
Get the PDFs of our readings from our Google Drive 
 
Contributing  
 
Contributions of readings and feedback are welcomed! Please read 
our guide to contributors, and use the google docs commenting 
feature to share resources (references to literature, lecture slides, 
class activities, labs, etc.) and suggest readings, films, or other 
materials. Add your name to the Contributors list at the end. The 
current document maintainer is Ben Marwick (bmarwick@uw.edu, 
@benmarwick). 
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attention. We do not tolerate harassment by and/or of members of our community in any form. 
 
In order to foster a positive and professional environment in and around this document, we 
encourage the following kinds of behaviours in all related activities and communication 
platforms: 
 

●​ Use welcoming, supportive, and inclusive language 
●​ Be respectful of different viewpoints and experiences 
●​ Gracefully accept constructive criticism 
●​ Focus on what is best for all participants 
●​ Show courtesy and respect towards all participants 

 
Document maintainers have the right and responsibility to remove, edit, or reject comments, 
text, and other contributions that are not aligned to this Code of Conduct. Document maintainers 
who do not follow the Code of Conduct may be removed from the team. The current document 
maintainer is Ben Marwick (bmarwick@uw.ed). 
 
Instances of abusive, harassing, or otherwise unacceptable behavior may be reported by 
contacting one or more of the document maintainers, to the Chair of the UW Anthropology 
Department (https://anthropology.washington.edu/contact), or anonymously to SafeCampus. 
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