Archaeology of Epidemics Syllabus

Introduction

Through these readings we examine the archaeological evidence of
medical technology, human behavior, and relationships between
people and their environments during past epidemics. Our focus is
on the physical, material evidence, and how we can understand
past human behaviors and relationships from this source of data.
We are looking into landscapes, built environments, all kinds of
technologies, artefacts and material traces of the past human
experience of epidemics. This is not a course about human biology,
and we will only minimally discuss direct evidence from human
skeletal or tissue remains.
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Harvard - Pandemics Lectures
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Epidemics: Research from Economic History

How are museums collecting during coronavirus lockdown?
https://instagram.com/tape_measures?igshid=ndsxan92ofxf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ViralShadows?s=09 What items of material culture are becoming

important, and why?

The Yiral Archive:

Capiuring the wisual record of human creativity and hope during the Covid-18
pandemic

Backgrowns;

WE NEED YOUR CREATIVITY. WE NEED YOUR HOPE.

Thiss i @ ghobal imvitation o capbure the visual record of the signs, marks and graffiti thal
are keeping us sale, logether and uplfled during this pandems:.

This is a collaborative project between archaeciogists af Linkversity College Cork (LCC),
University of Bristel and University College London (UCL) whose love and value for
haurman spinit in its most creative: form in the archasclogical record has irspired us to
recond the Uniolding Marks Bnd sighs seen during daly exercse.

We sed this as our contribution 1o capture all of the vital signs of life around us, as a
wider thank you 1o a8 on the frantling of i, #nd those who dre sadly no longer with s,

Using either 1/inalShadows (o capture yourself in the shadew of 8 viral mark, of a trace
o 5car tha pandemic has left on your landscaps) or #5ignsOfLife (1o capture the vial
marks that are kesping us sale, sither physically or amotionally) bweet us your images
with a general lacation!

Salely:
Keep your salely paramaunt. Only venture out in sccordance with national, regional o
state guidelines. Only capture Emages in passing, do not travel specifically io capture

images. Respect peopla's privacy. Be méndiul of protecting your own location. Be as
general in torms. of location &% you feel comifortable with. (er Bustan B [Brorsharm by Saa HHA)

https://twitter.com/AlmostArch/status/1253401714008391680?s=19

The coronavirus museum: how historians are documenting the pandemic

How humans have reacted to pandemics through history — a visual quide

Deadly stinks and life-saving aromas in plague-stricken London
History of Masks - The Masked Man

https://fohm.org.uk/history/


https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10156977689111466&id=348381896465
https://twitter.com/KevinIsHistory/status/1250572254796296192?s=19
https://economic-historian.com/2020/04/epidemics-research-from-economic-history/
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/in-pictures-52188627?fbclid=IwAR0xrvZp-SyLFzcnOWHynfRU19e0RI6ZnqyBQSvtQ3ftcjY1cAif3t8oh94&__twitter_impression=true
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news-analysis/03042020-how-are-museums-collecting-covid-19
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/in-pictures-52188627?fbclid=IwAR0xrvZp-SyLFzcnOWHynfRU19e0RI6ZnqyBQSvtQ3ftcjY1cAif3t8oh94&__twitter_impression=true
https://instagram.com/tape_measures?igshid=ndsxan92ofxf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ViralShadows?s=09
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/in-pictures-52188627?fbclid=IwAR0xrvZp-SyLFzcnOWHynfRU19e0RI6ZnqyBQSvtQ3ftcjY1cAif3t8oh94&__twitter_impression=true
https://twitter.com/AlmostArch/status/1253401714008391680?s=19
https://amp.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/apr/22/coronavirus-museum-historians-document-pandemic-new-york-historical-society
https://www.theguardian.com/society/ng-interactive/2020/apr/29/how-humans-have-reacted-to-pandemics-through-history-a-visual-guide
https://wellcomecollection.org/articles/XGaG2hAAANfAsTGg
https://www.sapiens.org/column/curiosities/history-of-masks/
https://fohm.org.uk/history/

netwitterbutton& __twitter_impression=true

https://www.nationaltribune.com.au/clues-to-pandemic-rebounds-from-past/

e Kate Brown F’15, who wrote on the ecological impact of the pandemic in a recent
edition of The New Yorker

e Noble David Cook, F’98, quoted in “History’s deadliest pandemics, from ancient Rome
to modern America,” a recent Washington Post special feature

e Melanie Kiechle F'11, quoted in “In 19"-Century America, Fighting Disease Meant
Battling Bad Smells,” a recent Atlas Obscura story

e Nancy Tomes F’'87, 79, quoted in “Keep it Clean: The Surprising 130-Year History of
Handwashing,” a recent story in The Guardian

From Black Death to fatal fl t pandemi how wh le on the marain ffer most
Arch | hows how ancient African ieties man ndemi

The Mother of All Pandemics: The State of Black Death R rch in the Era of Covid-1

VID-19 Environment - Are Pandemi for the Environment?

BS Lan Have Pandemics Alw Been with ?
From war elephants to ch lectronics: m rn al lisation has its roots in ancient tr:
networks

The biggest epidemics that changed the fate of the world

How Will We Remember the Pandemic? Museums Are Already Deciding
https://twitter.com/MatthewPope/status/12656426160765009927s=19

UNESCO - Living heritage experiences in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic

Creating a New Normal

https://www.ecowatch.com/covid-19-masks-beaches-oceans-2646165717.html?rebelltitem=4#re

belltitem4
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Th ronavirus Will Win

What the arch logical record reveal t epidemics thr hout history — and the human
response to them
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Ancient teeth help reveal long history of epidemics - The
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In my Landscape Archaeology

class at Hamilton College, students
documented grave stones in local
historic and modern cemeteries. The
deadliest era was associated with
the 1918 Pandemic; not any war.

The deadliest era in the last 200 years in LS8 | el
Kirkland Township (Oneida County, NY)
is associated with the 1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic

*Number of graves in local cemeteries by year
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Guide to Contributing & Code of Conduct

This document is online at bit.ly/archaeology-of-epidemics-syllabus . If you would like to
contribute to this project, please start by reading this section. By participating in this document
you agree to abide by its terms.

As contributors and maintainers of this document, we pledge to respect all people who
contribute through making comments and contributing suggested changes to the text, and other
activities.

We are dedicated to a harassment-free experience for everyone, regardless of age, disability,
gender, gender identity and expression, national origin, physical appearance, religion,
relationship status, or sexual orientation. Harassment includes offensive comments related to
age, body size, deliberate intimidation, disability, gender, gender identity and expression,
physical appearance, race, religion, relationship status, or sexual orientation. Harassment also
includes discouraging comments, excessive negative comments, harassing photography or
recording, inappropriate physical contact, personalisation of critique, stalking, sexual images in
public spaces, sustained disruption of event, unwanted following, and unwelcome sexual
attention. We do not tolerate harassment by and/or of members of our community in any form.

In order to foster a positive and professional environment in and around this document, we
encourage the following kinds of behaviours in all related activities and communication
platforms:

Use welcoming, supportive, and inclusive language
Be respectful of different viewpoints and experiences
Gracefully accept constructive criticism

Focus on what is best for all participants

Show courtesy and respect towards all participants

Document maintainers have the right and responsibility to remove, edit, or reject comments,
text, and other contributions that are not aligned to this Code of Conduct. Document maintainers
who do not follow the Code of Conduct may be removed from the team. The current document
maintainer is Ben Marwick (bmarwick@uw.ed).

Instances of abusive, harassing, or otherwise unacceptable behavior may be reported by
contacting one or more of the document maintainers, to the Chair of the UW Anthropology
Department (https://anthropology.washington.edu/contact), or anonymously to SafeCampus.
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