
 

App Type Due Dates Explained  

Regular Decision Usually January 1-15 
Sometimes as early as Nov 1  
Sometimes as late as Feb 15 

●​ You are applying with the majority of applicants 
●​ Aim to be done before winter break*  

Early Decision (ED) Between October 15-Nov 15 ●​ You can only apply to ONE SCHOOL Early Decision 
●​ Binding–you must go if you get in!  
●​ Often higher acceptance rate 
●​ Often more competitive applicant pool 
●​ Shows schools they’re your #1 
●​ Decisions come to you in December 

Early Decision II (EDII) Around Dec 15-Jan 15 ●​ You can only apply to ONE SCHOOL Early Decision 
●​ Due around Regular Decision time 
●​ Binding–you must go if you get in!  
●​ Often higher acceptance rate 
●​ Often more competitive applicant pool 
●​ Shows schools they’re your #1 
●​ Decisions come to you in February 

Early Action (EA) Between October 15-Nov 15 ●​ Apply to as many schools as you want EA!  
●​ NON-Binding–you are NOT committing to go if you get in! 
●​ Sometimes higher acceptance rate or higher chance of merit 

scholarship 
●​ Often more competitive applicant pool 
●​ Shows schools you’re organized enough to get it in early 
●​ Decisions come to you in December - January 

Restrictive Early Action 
(REA) 

Between October 15-Nov 15 ●​ You can only apply to ONE SCHOOL REA (Stanford does this) 
●​ NON-Binding–you are NOT committing to go if you get in! 
●​ Sometimes higher acceptance rate 
●​ Often more competitive applicant pool 
●​ Shows schools you’re organized enough to get it in early 
●​ Decisions come to you in December 

Rolling Admission Pretty much anytime! (varies) ●​ You apply and decisions come shortly after!  

 



 


