Takamine vs Taylor Acoustic Guitars:
Specs, Price & Sound Quality

Meta Description: Compare Takamine vs Taylor acoustic guitars with expert analysis of
specs, pricing, and sound quality. Find the perfect guitar for your playing style today.

Alt text: Takamine GN77KCEX Acoustic Electric Guitar.

Key Takeaways



e Taylor guitars offer bright, articulate tones with exceptional build quality and
innovative NT neck design, while Takamine delivers warmer sounds with outstanding
Palathetic electronics perfect for live performance.

e Entry-level Takamines typically offer better value than comparable Taylor models in
the same range, with more premium materials at accessible prices.

e Taylor guitars generally maintain higher resale value, making them potentially better
long-term investments than Takamine guitars.

e Takamine excels for stage performers who need reliable amplified sound with
comprehensive onboard controls, while Taylor shines in studio recording and
fingerstyle applications that require note clarity.

e At Sam Ash, we stock the Takamine and Taylor guitars and offer expert guidance,
24-month financing, and 45-day returns.

Takamine vs Taylor: The Real Differences That Matter

Choosing between Takamine and Taylor often comes down to your playing style, budget,
and tonal preferences. Both manufacturers have earned their stellar reputations through
decades of innovation, but they approach guitar building with distinctly different philosophies.

These two acoustic guitar titans represent different geographic traditions—Taylor emerging
from California's innovative guitar scene, while Takamine built its legacy on Japanese
precision craftsmanship.

Their contrasting approaches yield instruments with unique characteristics that shine in
different musical contexts.
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Perfect Gear for Every Musician:
e Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience — perfect
for home practice and recording.
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https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion

e Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers,
and studio work.

e Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths,
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio
sessions.

e Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup,
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value
purchases.

Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash:

v Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise

v Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians

v Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later
v Large selection from the best brands in music and sound

v Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA

v/ Famous flash sales and mega deals

Get Expert Guidance:

Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance,
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget.
From bedroom producers to professional studios — we've got your sound covered.

SHOP SAM ASH NOW —

Brand Heritage: How History Shapes Their Sound
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Caption: The distinct personalities of each guitar maker stem directly from their founding
stories and decades-long evolution, which help explain why each brand sounds and feels the
way it does.

Alt text: Taylor 214ce BLK DLX Acoustic Electric Guitar.

Taylor's American Innovation & Precision

Bob Taylor launched his company in 1974 in a small California workshop, revolutionizing
acoustic guitar construction with precise manufacturing techniques that maintained
exceptional consistency.

Key Innovations Include

e NT (New Technology) Neck Design: Taylor's patented bolt-on neck system allows
for precise angle adjustment throughout the instrument's life, solving age-old stability



issues. Unlike traditional dovetail joints, which require high-cost neck resets, Taylor
necks can be removed and adjusted without extensive repair work.
Computer-Controlled Precision: Taylor pioneered CNC mills for neck carving,
ensuring every guitar maintains exact specifications. This precision manufacturing
established Taylor's reputation for producing instruments that feel remarkably
consistent from one to another.

V-Class Bracing (2018): This breakthrough improved volume, sustain, and
intonation throughout the fingerboard, addressing compromises that had long
challenged luthiers.

Sustainability Leadership: Taylor's urban forestry initiatives and responsible wood
sourcing influence both their material choices and their distinctive voice.
Philosophy: Taylor combines traditional craftsmanship with innovative engineering
to create guitars that perform consistently across diverse environments, a crucial
feature for touring musicians.

Takamine's Japanese Craftsmanship Legacy

Takamine's story begins in 1962 at the foot of the Takamine mountain in Japan, where the
company established itself as a premier acoustic guitar maker focused on quality and value.

Key Innovations Include

Palathetic Pickup System (1970s): Takamine earned international recognition by
pioneering acoustic-electric technology that revolutionized live performance. Their
Palathetic system uses individual piezo elements for each string, remaining one of
the most sophisticated under-saddle pickup designs available.

Japanese Attention to Detail: While embracing modern production methods,
Takamine guitars retain the meticulous craftsmanship associated with Japan's
manufacturing excellence.

Pro Series Craftsmanship: Takamine's highest-end instruments are still crafted in
their original Japanese workshop, where master luthiers apply techniques refined
over generations.

Value Leadership: Takamine built its reputation on providing excellent tonewoods
and construction at competitive price points, making quality instruments accessible to
more players.

Philosophy: Deliver exceptional acoustic-electric performance with premium
materials at accessible prices, focusing on the needs of performing musicians.

Sound Quality Face-Off: Which Brand Wins?

Taylor's Bright, Balanced Tone Profile
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Caption: Taylor guitars are renowned for their bright, articulate tone with exceptional note
clarity and definition across the frequency spectrum.

Alt text: Taylor 324ce Tropical Mahogany Acoustic Electric Guitar.

In terms of tonal characteristics, Taylor guitars deliver bright, clear highs that provide cutting
presence in mixes, along with a balanced midrange that is neither scooped nor overly
prominent.

The bass response is tight and controlled, offering definition without muddiness. These
instruments excel at note separation, allowing each note in chords to speak clearly.

Players also appreciate the quick attack that provides immediate response to playing, as
well as the long sustain that is particularly enhanced with V-Class bracing.



This tonal profile makes Taylor guitars especially well-suited for fingerstyle playing, where
complex patterns need to remain clear, as well as studio recording, where they capture detail
beautifully.

They're also excellent choices for contemporary worship music, pop, and indie folk, and solo
performances that require precise articulation. If you're a player who wants each note to
shine, Taylor's bright and balanced sound may be exactly what you're looking for.

Takamine's Warm, Powerful Projection

Caption: Takamine guitars deliver a warm, powerful tone with pronounced midrange that
cuts through band mixes naturally.

Alt text: Takamine GN30CE Acoustic Electric Guitar Natural.



In terms of tonal characteristics, Takamine guitars offer a warm, musical, and pleasing
overall sound. The pronounced midrange helps cut through ensembles, while the full,
resonant bass provides powerful low-end presence.

The highs are smooth rather than bright, giving Takamine a different character than Taylor.
These instruments are known for strong projection that fills rooms with volume, as well as
rich harmonic content with complex overtones.

This tonal profile makes Takamine guitars particularly well-suited for live performance, where
you need to cut through band mixes. They're excellent choices for country and folk-rock, as
well as aggressive strumming styles that benefit from their powerful projection.

Players who perform in ensembles or need their guitar to hold its own in a full band setting
will appreciate what Takamine offers. They're also ideal for amplified performance, as
Takamine is known for its exceptional onboard electronics that accurately translate their
natural warmth to the PA system.

Price Range Breakdown: Getting the Best Value



Caption: At Sam Ash, we stock both brands across their full price ranges, allowing you to
compare value propositions at every budget level.

Alt text: Takamine GD30CE Acoustic Electric Guitar Natural.

Entry-Level Models

For those just starting out or working with a tighter budget, Takamine's G Series offers
excellent value. Our best budget pick is the Takamine GD30CE at $599.99, which features a
solid spruce top, nato back and sides, a TP-4T preamp with built-in tuner, and a dreadnought
body style with electronics included.

Other entry options include the GC3 Classical at $399 for nylon-string players, the GD51 at
$449.99 for those who don't need electronics, the GN30CE at $629.99 with a NEX body and
solid cedar top, and the GD20CE at $589.99.
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Taylor's entry-level options include the Academy Series, with models like the Academy 10e,
117e, and Academy 12e all priced at $799, and the Academy 22e at $899, featuring a solid
mahogany top.

For travel-friendly options, the Baby Taylor BT1 at $449 offers a 3/4-size instrument, while
the GS Mini Sapele at $499 provides a compact alternative.

Mid-Range Options

Takamine's mid-range offerings include the GY93E at $799.99 with a NEX cutaway and solid
spruce and rosewood construction, the GN77KCEX at $799.99 featuring solid spruce and
koa, and the GN9OCE ZC at $949.99 with a solid cedar top.

Taylor's 200 Series represents the sweet spot for many players. Options include the 214ce at
$999 with a grand auditorium body and layered rosewood, the 214ce K at $1,099 with koa
back and sides, the 212ce at $999 in a grand concert size, and the 214ce BLK DLX at
$1,499 with a black finish and deluxe appointments.

Professional-Grade Guitars

Takamine's Pro Series represents Japanese-crafted excellence. Models include the
TSP138C Thinline at $1,449.99 with a tobacco sunburst finish and the P4DC Dreadnought
at $2,049 with a cedar top and solid mahogany.

The Pro Series offers exceptional craftsmanship that rivals any premium acoustic on the
market, often at more accessible prices than comparable American-made instruments.

Taylor's professional models include the 300 Series, with the 314ce and 312ce both at
$2,499 featuring V-Class bracing and solid sapele construction, the 314ce-N at $2,499 for
nylon-string players, and the 324ce at $2,699 with tropical mahogany.

Takamine vs Taylor: Comparison Table

Feature Takamine Taylor

Origin Japan (est. 1962) California, USA (est. 1974)

Sound Warm, powerful projection with Bright, articulate tone with

Character pronounced midrange exceptional note clarity

Bass Full, resonant low-end presence Tight, controlled, and defined

Response

Highs Smooth and musical Bright and cutting

Electronics Palathetic pickup system with Expression System 2 with
individual piezo elements per string | behind-the-saddle sensors
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Best For Live performance, ensembles, Fingerstyle, studio recording, solo
country/folk-rock, aggressive performance, contemporary
strumming worship

Entry-Level $399-$629 $449-$899

Price

Mid-Range $799-$949 $999-$1,499

Price

Professional
Price

$1,449-$2,049

$2,499-$2,699

amplified sound

Key Palathetic pickup system (1970s) NT neck design and V-Class
Innovation bracing (2018)

Value More premium materials at Higher resale value and
Proposition accessible prices exceptional consistency

Ideal Player Stage performers needing reliable | Players seeking note separation

and recording clarity

Why Buy Takamine or Taylor from Sam Ash




Caption: Sam Ash has served guitarists since 1924, bringing over 100 years of
family-owned expertise to help you find the perfect instrument.

Alt text: Taylor Academy 22e Acoustic Electric Guitar.

At Sam Ash, we are a family-owned business with over 100 years of music expertise, and
we bring genuine knowledge and personalized service to every guitar purchase. Our staff
includes experienced guitarists who understand the critical differences between these two
brands and can help you determine which one suits your specific needs.

Both Takamine and Taylor guitars are available on our website, with options spanning
entry-level models in the $399-$899 range, mid-range instruments up to $1,599, and
professional-grade guitars at $1,600 and above.

Whether you're a performing musician who needs reliable amplified sound or a fingerstyle
player seeking studio-quality clarity, our Gear Expert Team is ready to help you make the
right choice via phone, chat, or email.


https://www.samash.com/

In addition to our wide selection, we offer flexible financing options, including 24-month plans
that make premium acoustic guitars more affordable with monthly payments. Every acoustic
guitar also benefits from a professional setup, and our team can optimize your instrument for
your specific playing style.

Orders ship fast, and you have 45 days to return them, giving you plenty of time to decide
which brand suits you best with confidence.

Shop our Guitar collection today!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

How long do Taylor and Takamine guitars typically last?

Both brands build instruments designed for decades of use. With proper care and
maintenance, either a Taylor or Takamine can easily provide 30 or more years of reliable
service.

Which brand, Taylor or Takamine, offers better electronics for
performing musicians?

Takamine has historically held the advantage in electronics, with their Palathetic pickup
system setting industry standards for natural amplified tone. Taylor's Expression System 2
takes a different approach, with a behind-the-saddle sensor that captures more natural string
vibration while maintaining Taylor's acoustic character.

This system excels for studio recording applications and beautifully preserves the natural
acoustic tone.

Are Takamine guitars as good as Taylor guitars?

Quality exists on multiple dimensions, making direct comparisons challenging. Rather than
being objectively "better" or "worse," Takamine and Taylor excel in different areas.

Takamine's strengths lie in several key areas. They offer exceptional value, with more
features and materials for the dollar. Their Palathetic electronics are outstanding and
considered industry-leading for live performance applications.

Taylor's strengths center on different priorities. They offer unmatched consistency across
production runs, so you know exactly what you're getting with every instrument. The
innovative NT neck design means you'll likely never need a high-cost neck reset.

How can | get expert advice before buying a Taylor or Takamine guitar
from Sam Ash?

Sam Ash offers personalized guidance through our dedicated Gear Expert Team, available
via phone, chat, and email. Whether you're a seasoned musician seeking confirmation on a
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high-value purchase or a beginner needing help choosing your first acoustic guitar, our
experts can provide professional consultation to ensure you select the right instrument for
your playing style and budget. Contact us today!

Prices mentioned in this article are accurate at the time of publication and may vary. Please
visit Sam Ash for the most current pricing and availability.
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