
 

 
 
 
 

DEBATE ON THE IMPACT OF THE NEW REGULATIONS ON 
POLITICAL ADVERTISING AT EUROPEAN LEVEL 

 
 
 
The Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the transparency 
and targeting of political advertising will enter into force from 2024. The regulation 
represents a set of regulations aimed at increasing accountability at European level 
for actors involved in electoral and political processes. It defines political advertising 
in a context where the legal framework of EU member states regarding this topic is 
very diverse or most EU countries do not have specific regulations in non-electoral 
periods and imposes new reporting requirements for entities commissioning 
political advertising as well as for publishers. All these new regulations certainly 
bring benefits for the integrity of political and electoral processes, but there are also 
critics that contested the manner in which the regulation was formulated, including 
from the point of view of sensitive issues such as freedom of speech. 
 
The proposed regulation is currently in the trilogue stage of discussions between the 
EU institutions, with key elements still under discussion, such as the data to be used 
for targeting or the definition of political advertising. In this context, Expert Forum 
will organise a debate regarding the main changes the regulation will bring and how 
the political advertising market and its transparency will be affected. At the same 
time, the debate will touch upon the links between the Regulation and the Digital 
Services Act and its implementation. Furthermore, the debate is relevant in view of 
the fact that the Romanian Parliament is also currently debating the regulation of 
political advertising in Romania by amending Law 334/2006.   
 
The debate will take place in Bucharest on 28 September, starting at 10, at the 
Representative Office of the European Commission in Bucharest. Details and 
registration at https://expertforum.ro/en/debate-political-advertising. The event will 
be organized in hybrid format, with online access.  
 
The agenda will include various interventions from relevant Romanian and EU 
institutions, experts in the field, political parties as well as other stakeholders (such 
as representatives of media companies or VLOP/VLOSE) who might be affected by 
the entry into force of these rules.  
 
Expert Forum, with the support of the ElectionWatch.EU is also drafting a research 
paper regarding the proposal of regulation and will present its main conclusions 
during the debate.  
 
Contact: Septimius Pârvu, septimius.parvu@expertforum.ro, 0787.638.315 
 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0027_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0027_EN.html
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9.30 - 10.00 Welcome coffee 
10.00 - 12.30  
 Introduction 

 
Bogdan BARLA, Team leader, Communication and 
Outreach, Representative Office of the European 
Commission in Bucharest  
Sorin Ioniță, President of Expert Forum 

 
 
General concept of the Regulation 
and its main benefits and risks  
 
Moderator: Sorin Ioniță, Expert 
Forum 

Septimius Pârvu, Electoral Expert, Expert Forum - 
research conclusions on the regulation of political 
advertising 
Magnus Ohman - Senior political finance adviser 
and the director of the IFES Regional Europe Office 
(online intervention) 
Alin Mituța, Member of the European Parliament, 
Renew (online intervention) 
Marian Muhuleț - Vice-president / Denisa Marcu, 
Director, Directorate of European Affairs and 
Relations with the Parliament, Permanent Electoral 
Authority 
Valeriu Zgonea - President, National Authority for 
Management and Regulation of Communications in 
Romania. 
Roxanne Carter, Government Affairs & Public 
Policy, Senior Manager, Media & Content Policy, 
Google 
Pavel Popescu, Vicepresident, National Liberal 
Party 
George Marussi, Secretary General, Save Romania 
Union  
Dragoș Stanca - Entrepreneur / BRAT Chairperson / 
EthicalMedia.eu 

12.30 – 12.45  Coffee break 
12.45 - 13.50  
 
 
 
Impact on campaigning and use of 
personal data 
 
Moderator: Septimius Pârvu, Expert 
Forum 

Armin Rabitsch – Senior Election Expert and 
Chairperson of  Election-Watch.EU 
Mădălina Voinea – Digital Media Specialist, Expert 
Forum  
Cristian China-Birta - Managing Partner, 
Kooperativa 2.0, member of the IAB Romania 
Executive Council 
Bogdan Manolea - Executive Director, Association 
for Technology and Internet 

  
 Septimius Pârvu, Electoral Expert, Expert Forum - 

conclusions 
 


