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What is SMILE eye Surgery and how does it compare to LASIK 

 
SMILE stands for Small Incision Lenticule Extraction. It was created by Carl Zeiss Meditec as a procedure to replace 
LASIK. The goal of SMILE was to make LASIK a procedure with no flap and the good news is that despite this being an 
incredibly complex task, Zeiss was successful. Essentially SMILE uses a femtosecond laser that fires pulses at 500,000 
times per second to precisely carve a lens inside of your cornea that your laser surgeon then microscopically removes 
under an operating microscope. This is currently only a laser eye surgery for people who are nearsighted but it also works 
for patients who are nearsighted with astigmatism. SMILE laser eye surgery has been performed for over ten years 
throughout the world and SMILE originally received FDA approval for use in the United States in 2016. In 2016 we could 
only correct nearsightedness which limited its adoption in the US compared to LASIK vision correction. Fortunately, in 
2018 the FDA expanded SMILE in the US to allow correction of astigmatism and allowed changes in energy settings that 
made day postoperative one vision comparable to LASIK.​
 

Company Description 
Las Vegas Eye Institute is dedicated to providing the highest quality of care in the Las Vegas Valley.​
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Contact Details 
Las Vegas Eye Institute 
9555 S Eastern Ave Suite 260, Las Vegas, NV 89123 
(702) 816-2525 
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/lasvegaseyeinstitute/smile-eye-surgery-las-vegas​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XqV3lsXIHBeWq4mKJgun73dYeIfYUNwv?usp=drive_open 
​
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