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MISSION STATEMENT

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will be introduced to the academic study of the historical books of the Old Testament:
Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.
Emphasis will be given to the various critical issues related to the composition, reception, and
interpretation of the books. Additionally, students will study the art of history writing and the
interpretation of selected texts. Prerequisites: Old Testament Survey and Hermeneutics.
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COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
At the completion of this course, each student will be able to:
1. Identify the significant characters, themes, and historical events in the historical books.
2. Identify and critically evaluate the introductory issues of the historical books, including
authorship, historicity, and dating.
3. Identify the basic literary features of the historical books.
4. Apply the truths of the historical books to one's personal life.
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COURSE TEXTBOOKS
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The following textbooks are required:
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1. Bruggemann, Walter and Tod Linafelt. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon
and Christian Imagination. 2™ Ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press,
2012.
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2. Various Korean Bibles.
3. Various English Bibles.

COURSE TEACHING METHDOLOGY

This course is primarily lecture-driven, though students are required to participate via regular
interaction with the lecture materials as well as individual presentations and other learning
assignments.
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COURSE EVALUATION
The student’s grade will be computed as follows:

Pre-Course Project - Students will complete one (1) pre-course project and bring it to the first
course meet. The pre-course project comprises 20% of the final course grade.
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Participation - Students will actively participate in class discussions. Those who cannot
participate in class discussions shall arrange time with the instructor to fulfill this requirement.
The participation comprises 20% of the final course grade.
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Quizzes - Students will take five (5) quizzes over daily reading assignments. Students will be
responsible for completing daily reading assignments (see schedule below). These quizzes
comprise 20% of the final grade.
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Exam - Students will take one (1) final exam and submit it before the due date. The final exam
comprises 20% of the final course grade.
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Research Project - Students will write one (1) research project and submit it before the due date.
Students will choose one topic from the list of topics suggested by the instructor. The research
project comprises 20% of the final course grade.
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COURSE GRADING Grading Scale
Pre-Course Project (20%) A: 93-100
Participation (20%) B: 85-92
Quizzes (20%) C: 77 -84
Exam (20%) D: 70-76
Research Paper (20%) F: below 70
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to engage regularly with course content through the learning management
system and other course delivery methods. Students who fail to participate consistently in course
activities may receive a grade of “F” for the course.
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Technical Assistance
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial account, online transcript,
etc.)

2. Canvas NOBTS.com - Click on the “Help” button for technical questions/support requests
regarding the NOBTS Canvas System. You can also email questions to Canvas@nobts.edu.

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments

NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and
policies associated with plagiarism.



COURSE OUTLINE

Bible
Date Lessons Dsilily Textbo.ok Reading R?ading
Quizzes Assignments Assignment
s
Pre-Course Project 72| 2 I}A4]| &
Textbook Purchase
03/16 |Canvas Familiarization
Complete Assigned Tasks
Joshua and Judges Quiz 1 [Bruegmann Joshua
Conquest and Possession pp. 206-222 Judges
03/16 . RSN
Mo, Boundaries and Distribution Bruegmann
Who Are Judges? pp. 223-237
Amphyctyony
1 and 2 Samuels Quiz 2 [Bruegmann 1 Samuel
03/17 The Prophet pp. 238-256 2 Samuel
Tue Birth of Monarchs and Dynasty
" | United Kingdom and Prosperity
Rebellion
1 and 2 Kings Quiz 3 |Bruegmann 1 Kings
Rebellion and Decline (Continued) pp. 257-275 2 Kings
03/18
Wed. T}‘le‘Templ'e
Divided Kingdoms
Fall of Nations
1 and 2 Chronicles Quiz4 |Bruegmann 1 Chronicles
Geology pp. 580-591 2 Chronicles
03/19 .S . .
Thur. Administration and Organization
Reform
Fall of Nations
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther Quiz 5 [Bruegmann Ezra
03/20 Post-]'Ex%lic Period ‘ pp. 562-579 Nehemiah
Fri Rebuilding and Restoration Bruegmann Esther
" | Safety and Security pp. 536-545
Epilogue
Final Exam 7] 31A} Bruegmann Joshua
03/27
Fri.
Esther
Research Project 17+ Z 2 4 E Selected
04/03 Topics

Fri.




SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Boda, Mark J., and Mary L. Conway. Judges: Longing for a Leader, Faltering in Faithfulness. ZECOT.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2022.

Braun, Roddy. / Chronicles. Word Biblical Commentary. Vol. 14. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1986.

Bright, John. A History of Israel. 4th ed. Westminster Aids to the Study of the Scriptures. Louisville,
KY: Westminster J. Knox Press, 2000.

Childs, Brevard S. Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979.
Fretheim, Terence E. First and Second Kings. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1999.
Dillard, Raymond B. 2 Chronicles. Word Biblical Commentary. Vol. 15. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1987.

Evans, Mary J. The Message of Samuel: Personalities, Potential, Politics, and Power. Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press Academic, 2022.

Firth, David G. Joshua: Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham
Academic, 2021.

Frisch, Amos. “Jeroboam and the Division of the Kingdom: Mapping Contrasting Biblical Accounts.”
Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society, 27 (2000), 15-29.

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook on the Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles,
Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001.

Harrington, Hannah K. The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah. New International Commentary on the Old
Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2022.

Japhet, Sara. [ & II Chronicles: A Commentary. 1st American ed. The Old Testament Library.
Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993.

Kelle, Brad E. and Brent A. Strawn, Eds. The Oxford Handbook of the Historical Books of the Hebrew
Bible. New York: Oxford University Press, 2020.

Kogan, Mordekhai. 1 Kings: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. Anchor Bible 10.
New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 2001.

LaSor, William S., David A. Hubbard, and Frederic W. Bush. Old Testament Survey: The Message,
Form, and Background of the Old Testament. 2™ ed. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1996.

Long, V. Philips. The Art of Biblical History. Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Vol. 5.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994.

Niditch, Susan. Judges: A Commentary. 1sted. The Old Testament Library. Louisville: Westminster
John Knox Press, 2008.



Provan, lain W., V. Philips Long, and Tremper Longman. A4 Biblical History of Israel. 1st ed. Louisville,
KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003.

. 1 and 2 Kings. New International Bible Commentary. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson
Publishers; Carlisle, Cumbria: Paternoster Press, 1995.

Tsumura, David Toshio. The Second Book of Samuel. New International Commentary on the Old
Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2019.



