Assignments

8th Grade ELA
Summer Work

2026-2027 School Year

Book(s) Read Code Talkers by Read Code Talkers by

Joseph Bruchac Joseph Bruchac
AND
Read at least one book
from the choice list
attached.

Assignment Annotate while reading, Annotate while reading,
use the annotation guide use the annotation guide
below. below.

AND AND
A two sentence summary | A two sentence summary
for EACH chapter should for EACH chapter should
be written on notebook be written on notebook
paper to be passed in. paper to be passed in.
FOR EACH BOOK
Due Date 8/21/2026 8/21/2026
Graded Assignments e Annotations e Annotations
e Chapter Summaries e Chapter Summaries
e Class work e Class work
assigned by teacher assigned by teacher



https://www.amazon.com/Code-Talker-Novel-Navajo-Marines/dp/0142405965?crid=3W0TC1N4ARB99&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wReJVdZ7DHAe9lgmm4yvReZhCpqpdalkUQZsDzid6yH_cSFl83sxeFiKC81NTrxjwkAZ5AuF-u5SfIABOmLa0K28Mue-3hNscpVqEaIrf89gGx9FAPCjGlUftgOojlUepAGx27yiXSseTNDLwov62gNscBgYmcCNvXxNbdtkpCR_Q0Rhx9nI7J3KQaongElH6DmaogB0ySloXatdNKs8o_1cH_HECjuAHk1rUZ1WNgI.DoB1UnQqut1v5sB_5UsL10qxwGq4yOg1NljWe9GkHkE&dib_tag=se&keywords=code+talker&qid=1747403919&sprefix=code+talker%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Code-Talker-Novel-Navajo-Marines/dp/0142405965?crid=3W0TC1N4ARB99&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wReJVdZ7DHAe9lgmm4yvReZhCpqpdalkUQZsDzid6yH_cSFl83sxeFiKC81NTrxjwkAZ5AuF-u5SfIABOmLa0K28Mue-3hNscpVqEaIrf89gGx9FAPCjGlUftgOojlUepAGx27yiXSseTNDLwov62gNscBgYmcCNvXxNbdtkpCR_Q0Rhx9nI7J3KQaongElH6DmaogB0ySloXatdNKs8o_1cH_HECjuAHk1rUZ1WNgI.DoB1UnQqut1v5sB_5UsL10qxwGq4yOg1NljWe9GkHkE&dib_tag=se&keywords=code+talker&qid=1747403919&sprefix=code+talker%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Code-Talker-Novel-Navajo-Marines/dp/0142405965?crid=3W0TC1N4ARB99&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wReJVdZ7DHAe9lgmm4yvReZhCpqpdalkUQZsDzid6yH_cSFl83sxeFiKC81NTrxjwkAZ5AuF-u5SfIABOmLa0K28Mue-3hNscpVqEaIrf89gGx9FAPCjGlUftgOojlUepAGx27yiXSseTNDLwov62gNscBgYmcCNvXxNbdtkpCR_Q0Rhx9nI7J3KQaongElH6DmaogB0ySloXatdNKs8o_1cH_HECjuAHk1rUZ1WNgI.DoB1UnQqut1v5sB_5UsL10qxwGq4yOg1NljWe9GkHkE&dib_tag=se&keywords=code+talker&qid=1747403919&sprefix=code+talker%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Code-Talker-Novel-Navajo-Marines/dp/0142405965?crid=3W0TC1N4ARB99&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wReJVdZ7DHAe9lgmm4yvReZhCpqpdalkUQZsDzid6yH_cSFl83sxeFiKC81NTrxjwkAZ5AuF-u5SfIABOmLa0K28Mue-3hNscpVqEaIrf89gGx9FAPCjGlUftgOojlUepAGx27yiXSseTNDLwov62gNscBgYmcCNvXxNbdtkpCR_Q0Rhx9nI7J3KQaongElH6DmaogB0ySloXatdNKs8o_1cH_HECjuAHk1rUZ1WNgI.DoB1UnQqut1v5sB_5UsL10qxwGq4yOg1NljWe9GkHkE&dib_tag=se&keywords=code+talker&qid=1747403919&sprefix=code+talker%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFfvtLu3rk/_ta5AWxcddk2WI9gMJxDQQ/view?utm_content=DAFfvtLu3rk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he0843ddc3b

Annotation Expectations

Annotation Marks

Tone- the attitude of
speaker

Word Choice- Specific
words and phrases that
impact meaning

Imagery- | can picture
this

Style- How does the author
present information?

Theme- Clues about the
theme or evidence to
support it

Surprising Part

| have questions.
| wonder....
I’m confused

| can connect this to
my life or another text

Circle unknown words

Underline things that
stand out to you.

000000000

Reminders:

e Annotating is having a conversation
with the text. It should be more than just a
mark in the book. You should have a
comment next to it in the margin.

e Some students may have several
marks per page, while other students may
only have a mark every other page.

e A two sentence summary should be
written for each chapter. This should be
brief and highlight the most important event
in the chapter.

e We suggest printing this page and
using it as a bookmark.



Summer '~

Students who read over the summer as less likely to experience the
‘Summer Slide' or a sumimer learning loss.

During the schaol year, students” skills impreve at comparable
rates. During the summer, however, the achievement gap widens.
* Choice marrers! 91% of kids say they are more likely to finish a
book when they can pick it out themselves.

Summer reading encourages reading being a lifelong habit, builds
reading comprehension, improves reading fluency, and build
academic vocabulary.

Reading helps studers berrer understand the world around them!

hetp:fimediaroom schelastic. com /files/scaonz_faces.pdf
herps:ffedublog.scholastie.com/post/research-shows-benefits-

gtella by Starlight by Sharon Draper \ summer-reading Y,
|

Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee,
North Carolina, to be exact abour it. Seme stores she
can go into. Some stores she can't. Some folks are
right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it
sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn't bothered
them for years. But one late nigh, later than she
should ever be up, much less wandering around
outside, Stella and her lintle brother see something

Meet Holling Hoodhood, 4 seventh-grader at Camills Junior High,
who must spend Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs.
Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker -

they're never supposed to see, something that is the doesn'tlike Holling-he's sure of it. Why else would she make him y ¥
first flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But everyone =
any stretch of the imagination. As Stella's community has bigger things to worry abour, like Vietnam. His father wants S
—her world—is upended, she decides to fight fire Holling and his sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his 1

business depends on ir. But how can Holling stay our ef trouble when
he has so much to contend with? A bully demanding eream puffs;
angry rats;and a baseball hero signing autographs the very same =
night Holling has o appear in a play in yellow righes! As fare sneaks
up on him again and again, Holling finds Mortivation-the Big M-in W'E Es ﬁY
the most unexpeeted places and musters up the courage to embrace hﬂ‘S
L his destiny, in spite af himself. oy (. FNIL ‘

with fire. And she learns that ashes don't necessarily
signify an end.

It's just a small story really, about among other

-
things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, Greystone Secrets: The Strangers

some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, by Ma rga ret Peterson Haddix
and quite a lot of thievery. Set during World War
a q . i ; g A ‘The Greystone kids thought they knew. Chess has always been the
IIin Germany, this groundbreakmg novel is the protector over his younger siblings, Emma loves math, and Finn does
story of Liesel Meminger, a foster g1r] Iiving what Finn does best—acting silly and being adored. They've beena

ourside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager Ly et LT e i i v it
g But everything changes when reports of three kidnapped children

existence for he l‘SE]be steaIing when she reach the Greystone kids, and they're shocked by the startling
encounters something she can't resist-books. similaritics between themselves and these complete strangers. The

At 1% other kids share their same first and middle names. Theyre the same
Thisisan unforgettable Gy about the ab]Ilt}J of ages. They even have identical birthdays. Who, exactly, are these

books to feed the soul. strangers?
J Before Chess, Emma, and Finn can question their mom about it, she
takes off on a sudden work trip and leaves them in the care of Ms.

Morales and her daughter, Natalie. But puzzling clues left behind lead
to complex codes, hidden rooms, and a dangerous secret that will turn
their world upside down._

In the Society, Officials decide. Who you love. Where

youwork. When you die. The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes

Cassia has ablways trusted the Sociery's choices.
And when her best friend appears on the
Matching screen, she is cerrain he’s the one—
until she sees another face flash for an instant
before the screen fades to black. Now she is

Avery Grambsz has a plan for a better future: survive high school, win a
scholarship, and get out. But her fortunes change in an instant when
billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery virtually his entire fortune.

The catch? Avery has no idea why -- or even who Tobias Hawthorne is.

To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret passage-

faced with impossible choices: between Xander filled Hawthorne House, where every room bears the old man's touch -- and
and Ky, between the only life she's ever known his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes. Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne
and a path no has dared to follow . . . between House is also occupied by the family that Tobias Hawthorne just dispossessed.
perfection and the truth. “This includes the ﬁ:lurl Hawthorne gran:llsnns: dangerous, magnetic, .bn]]l:f:nt
J boys who grew up with every expectation that one day, they would inherit
J billions. Heir apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced that Avery must be a

comwoman, and he's determined to take her down. His brother, Jameson,
views her as their grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be
solved. Caught in a world of wealth and privilege with danger around every
L turn, Avery will have to play the game herself just to survive.
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The Other Half of Happy
by Rebeca Balcarcel

One-half Guatemalan, one-half American: When
Quijana's Guatemalan cousins move to town, her dad
seems ashamed that she doesn't know more about
her family's heritage.

One-half erush, half buddy: Wh
meets Zuri and Jayden, she knows she's found true
friends. But she can't help the growing feelings she
has for Jayden.

One-halfkid, one-half grown-up: Quijana spends

her nights Skyping with her ailing grandma and

trying to figure out what's going on with her
et asd hbrotl

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people.
Ewvery time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide
her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive
distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how
can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr.
Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the
trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard
on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of.
As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herselfand
the world starts opening up with possibilities. She
discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone
—than a label, and that great minds don't always think
alike.

N

(Bl’lﬂl‘. the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodsen

Foraslong as ZJ can his dad has been ! hero. Asa
charming, talented pro football star, he's as beloved to the
neighborhood kids he plays with as he is to his millions of adoring
sports fans. But lately life at Z's house is anything but charming. His
dad is having trouble remembering things and seems to be angry all the
time. Z]'s mom explains it's because of all the head injuries his dad
sustained during his career. Z] can understand that--but it doesn't make

the sting any less real when his own father forgets his name. As Z]
ntemplates his new reality, he has to figure out how to hold on tight to
family traditions and recollections of the glory days, all the while
wondering what their past amounts to if his father can’t remember it.
And most importantly, can those happy feelings ever be reclaimed when
they are all so busy aching for the past?
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MIKE LUPICA

v

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange
collecrion of very curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered
in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel
thar mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading
experience. As our story opens, a horrific family ragedy sets
sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast
of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its
abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear thar the
children were more than just peculiar. They may have been
dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island
for good reason. And somehow—impossible though it seems—
they may still be alive.

7

Fast Break by Mike Lupica

I di bovEriend aband,

Forced his own after hi and her him, 12-
year-old Jayson does whatever it takes to get by. He will do anything to avoid the
foster care system. Besides, his real home has always been the beat-up basketball
court behind the projects in the North Carolina hills, and his family has always
been his friends and teammates. He manages to get away with his deception until
__ thedayhe gets caught stealing a new pair of basketball sneakers. Game over.
88 Within a day a social worker places him with a family from the other side of town,
the Lawrtons. New home, new school, new teammates.
Jayson, at first, is combatative, testing the Lawtons' patience at every turn. He
wants out, yet the Lawtons refuse to take the bait. But not everyone in Jayson's new
life is so ready to trust him--and even Jayson's old friends give him a hard time now
that he's attending a school full of rich kids. It's on Jayson to believe that he
deserves a better life than the one he once had. The ultimate prize ifhe can? A trip
to play in the state finals at Cameron Indoor Stadium—home to the Duke Blue
Devils and launching pad to his dream of playing bigtime college ball. Gerting there
will be a journey that reaches far beyond the basketball court

.

(" Love and Gelato
by Jenna Evans Welch

A summer in Italy turns into a road trip across Tuscany in this sweeping debut
novel filled with romance, mystery, and adventure.

Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn't in the mood for Italy's
famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She's only there because it was her
mother's dying wish that she get to know her father. But what kind of father
isn't around for 16 years? All Lina wants to do is get back home.

But then Lina is given a journal that her mom had kept when she lived in Italy.
Suddenly Lina's uncovering a magical world of secret romances, art, and
hidden bakeries. A world that inspires Lina, along with the ever-so-charming
Ren, to follow in her mother's footsteps and unearth a secret that has been kept
from Lina for far too long. It's a secret that will change everything she knew
about her mother, her father - and even herself.

People come to Italy for love and gelato, someone tells her, but sometimes they
discover much more.

@\Kﬁ
‘a )
|

Pippa Park Raises Her Game by Erin Yun

Life is full of great expectations for Korean American Pippa Park. It seems like

everyone, from her family to the other kids at school, has a plan for how her
life should look.

When Pippa gets a mysterious basketball scholarship to Lakeview Private, she
jumps at the chance to reinvent herself. At school, Pippa juggles old and new
friends, a crush, and the pressure to get As and score points while keeping her
past and family's laundromar a secret from her elite new classmartes. |

But when Pippa begins to receive a string of hateful, anonymous messages via
social media, her fully built p isth d. As things spiral out of
control, Pippa wonders if she can keep her old and new lives separate, or if she
should even ry.

\
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.Isll‘ lm[ Team USA goalkeeper Tim Howard was diagnosed with Tourette
Syndrome in 6th grade. He went on to become a national treasure after

1 £ single-handedly kee, mg.!mmcimnﬁxlmwmﬂmm\ﬂuﬂdcup

Stey !n(:nrrywanl he was too w:ik,indmnnlowtnmn

receive a scholarship to play college basketball. He

and went on to become MVP of the National Basketball ﬂsm)anml Jim
Abbott was born without his right hand, yet he refused to be defined by
‘what he lacked. He went on to pitch a no-hitter in the Major Leagues.

Athlete after athlete in this book found discipline, lmpe and i mxplral:mn g
the playing field, rising above their ci Filled with fir

accounts from stars wh lify the idea of end at all costs, Rising
Above will serve as a must-read source oflnxwrancm {:rhd'.nandspnm
fans of all ages.
Brown Girl Dreaming
by Jacqueline Woodsen . S/ y

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson
always felt halfway home in each place. In vivi
she shares what it was like to grow up as anAtlrlman
American in the 1960s and 19705, living with the remnants
of Jim Crow and her gmmng awareness of the Civil
Rights gandp 1, each poem is
both ibl and ionally ch d, each linea
glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in
the world. Woodson's eloquent poetry also reflects the
joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite
the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her
love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating
the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become.

Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life in Balance
by Simone Biles

PR BT AT LOU RETIEN

Simone Biles’ entrance into the world of gymnastics C[]UR'M‘E I U
may have started on a field trip in her hometown of
Spring, Texas, but her God-given talent, along with
drive to dno the obstacle, are what
brought her to the national spcr.eldght during the
Olympic Games and have catapulted her ever since—
including 25 World Championship medals. But there
is more to Simone than her accomplishments.

\\
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During the first 2 weeks of school,
students will complete
assignments and activities based
on their summer reading
requirements.
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