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Outsmart Scammers: Protect Your
Personal Info from Phishing Scams
In today's digital age, scammers are constantly on the lookout for valuable personal
and financial information. They employ deceptive tactics, such as phishing scams,
to trick unsuspecting individuals into divulging their sensitive data. It's crucial to
stay vigilant and informed about the warning signs to protect yourself from falling
victim to these scams. In this guide, we'll explore common phishing scenarios and
provide practical steps to keep your information safe from scammers.

Recognizing Phishing Attempts
Phishing scams can be sophisticated, but by learning to recognize their
characteristics, you can thwart their efforts to steal your data. One typical scenario
involves receiving unsolicited communications, such as texts, emails, or calls,
seemingly from reputable companies like Microsoft or Apple. These scammers may
claim there's an issue with your account and urge you to take immediate action by
clicking a link or calling a provided number. They might even use scare tactics,
mentioning suspicious activities on your account or login attempts to manipulate
you into divulging your information, potentially leading to identity theft.

https://www.scamadviser.com/articles/phishing-identity-theft


Protecting Your Information from Scammers
To safeguard your personal and financial information from scammers, follow these
essential steps:

Be Wary of Unsolicited Requests
Honest organizations won't contact you unexpectedly to ask for sensitive
information like Social Security numbers, bank account details, or credit card
information. Stay cautious and refrain from sharing such data with anyone who
contacts you out of the blue.

Avoid Clicking on Suspicious Links
If you receive an email or text from a company you trust and do business with,
don't click on any links provided within the message. Instead, directly visit the
company's official website using a URL you know to be genuine. If in doubt, look up
their phone number independently, but avoid calling any number provided in the
questionable communication or your caller ID.

Keep Your Security Software Updated
Ensure your computer and phone are protected by regularly updating your security
software. This will safeguard your devices from potential security threats, reducing
the risk of scammers gaining access to your personal or financial information.

Empowering Others to Stay Safe
You might be well-informed about phishing scams, but your friends, family, and
colleagues may not be as aware. Help protect your loved ones and community by
sharing this vital information with them. Encourage others to stay vigilant and
cautious, especially during Military Consumer Month and throughout the year.
Together, we can create a stronger defense against scammers.

Reporting Scams to the FTC
If you encounter any suspicious activities or become a victim of a scam, don't
hesitate to report it to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) through their official
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website, ReportFraud.ftc.gov. Reporting scams can help authorities take action
against perpetrators and prevent others from falling prey to similar schemes.

Bottom Line
Your personal and financial information is a precious asset that scammers actively
seek to exploit. By staying informed and following the guidelines provided in this
guide, you can fortify your defenses against phishing attempts and maintain the
security of your sensitive data. Remember to share this knowledge with others to
create a safer digital environment for everyone. Together, we can outsmart
scammers and protect our valuable information.

https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/
https://www.militaryconsumer.gov/protect/information-security

