
 

United Arab Emirates 

Cruising Guide 
Here we have your intelligent 

specialized assistant. You need to 

chat and discuss everything with 

this girl. Do not muck around 

without her oversight. She has a 

wealth of local knowledge. Click 

here! 

 

Also we trained an intelligent 

specialized Gemini Gem. She often 

https://chatgpt.com/g/g-690912a3a2408191b0d5e4cee3f87c8e-n-atlantic-adjacent-seas-sailing-directions-ai
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-690912a3a2408191b0d5e4cee3f87c8e-n-atlantic-adjacent-seas-sailing-directions-ai


has a slightly different  view of 

cruising and anchoring in these 

areas. Click here! 

 

Use these guys to prepare your 

daily passage plans. And weekly. 

EXAMPLE click! 

 

Prepare a private seasonal cruising 

guide for yourself. Click Here! 

LINKS 

 

Wikipedia  

Google map  

https://gemini.google.com/gem/1mKTxHWLszeBMezHNh46ESnmhyXXOwzop?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QC0FSjY6WTURnZoGns25w6IMadpPxPA-vWjIXCB03yU/edit?usp=sharing
https://gemini.google.com/gem/1cbBZSQyehSq69fO2W0aruuilFr5DrDRk?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/United+Arab+Emirates/@24.3311222,51.3074283,901628m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x3e5e48dfb1ab12bd:0x33d32f56c0080aa7!8m2!3d23.424076!4d53.847818!16zL20vMGoxejg?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQxNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


The APP  

Tourism 

Windy 

Authorities 

Fishing  

Medical 

Workshop  

US NGA Sailing Directions 

Search Sailing Directions 

Search seasonal weather 

Search marinas  

Generate a personal cruising guide. 

Formalities 

https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/xWyvOJZLFCl1Y?
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g294012-United_Arab_Emirates-Vacations.html
https://www.windy.com/?24.404,54.009,8
https://www.google.com/search?q=United+Arab+Emirates+maritime+authorities&biw=1536&bih=695&sca_esv=5746b10727b3273c&sxsrf=ANbL-n4Xm2v15uWcxMmECvsHcX8xb5m2fA%3A1776820513875&ei=ISHoabWZNZDhseMPr4rQwAg&ved=0ahUKEwj1rbycpICUAxWQcGwGHS8FFIgQ4dUDCBM&oq=United+Arab+Emirates+maritime+authorities&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKVVuaXRlZCBBcmFiIEVtaXJhdGVzIG1hcml0aW1lIGF1dGhvcml0aWVzMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMggQABiiBBiJBTIIEAAYogQYiQVIqCJQhxBYhxBwAXgBkAEAmAG1AqABtQKqAQMzLTG4AQzIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgKgAsYCwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICFxAuGLADGLgGGNgCGMgDGNoGGNwG2AEBmAMAiAYBkAYNugYGCAEQARgZkgcFMS4zLTGgB7cDsgcDMy0xuAe-AsIHAzItMsgHC4AIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://marinersbase.com/fishing/
https://marinersbase.com/medic/
https://marinersbase.com/workshop/
https://msi.nga.mil/api/publications/download?key=16694491/SFH00000/Pub172bk.pdf&type=view
https://www.google.com/search?q=sailing+to+United+Arab+Emirates&rlz=1C1RXQR_enAU1118AU1125&biw=1536&bih=695&sca_esv=69726a373e8f47a0&sxsrf=ANbL-n6klLfyBLzxArRNPgLZz42UcwotqQ%3A1776820855022&ei=dyLoaYKNAfqSseMPl_TS6A8&ved=0ahUKEwjCpJK_pYCUAxV6SWwGHRe6FP0Q4dUDCBM&oq=sailing+to+United+Arab+Emirates&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH3NhaWxpbmcgdG8gVW5pdGVkIEFyYWIgRW1pcmF0ZXMyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUj3G1CuDliuDnABeAGQAQCYAckDoAHJA6oBAzQtMbgBDMgBAPgBAvgBAZgCAqAC3QPCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQGYAwCIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgZkgcFMS40LTGgB-ECsgcDNC0xuAfWA8IHAzItMsgHCIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=seasonal+weather+in+United+Arab+Emirates&rlz=1C1RXQR_enAU1118AU1125&biw=1536&bih=695&sca_esv=4157e7f827e9d38c&sxsrf=ANbL-n4IoR6pEuuh2sjpXkFpnSvWRG245A%3A1776820717288&ei=7SHoacOmEeaYseMP1piaiQI&ved=0ahUKEwiD0bv9pICUAxVmTGwGHVaMJiEQ4dUDCBM&oq=seasonal+weather+in+United+Arab+Emirates&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKHNlYXNvbmFsIHdlYXRoZXIgaW4gVW5pdGVkIEFyYWIgRW1pcmF0ZXMyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBUisGlD1DVj1DXABeAGQAQCYAdwCoAHcAqoBAzMtMbgBDMgBAPgBAvgBAZgCAqAC6gLCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHmAMAiAYBkAYIkgcFMS4zLTGgB7EGsgcDMy0xuAfkAsIHAzItMsgHCoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/maps/search/marinas+in+United+Arab+Emirates/@24.8452592,54.1661399,225592m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQxOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AwnFSCCDvS3_mon_O3mZvkrmcKgsgcr4DrcEEjLqrUg/edit?usp=sharing
https://gemini.google.com/share/5603bb8910ce


Maintenance spreadsheet 

  MarineTraffic.com                          

Seabirds 

YouTube videos. 

 

Return; www.marinersbase.com           

Navionics 

 

 

Cruising Guide 

Navigating the Oasis: 

Your Master Guide to 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KuupnVNoq0IF_KJH2rvG0ZFr-qYANUge5iombAUvfio/copy
http://marinetraffic.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seabird
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=sailing+United+Arab+Emirates
http://www.marinersbase.com
https://maps.garmin.com/en-AU/marine?maps=another-brand&overlay=false&key=9z1fmr1ux877


United Arab Emirates 

Clearance Formalities 

A Professional Navigator’s 

Briefing for Private 

Recreational Yachts Updated for 

the 2026 Cruising Season 

Greetings, Captains and fellow 

navigators. Welcome to the United 

Arab Emirates. Situated at the 

strategic crossroads of the Gulf of 

Oman and the Arabian Gulf 

(Persian Gulf), the UAE represents 

a striking dichotomy: it is home to 

some of the most luxurious, 

technologically advanced 



superyacht marinas on the planet, 

yet it borders one of the world's 

most heavily militarized and 

commercially congested choke 

points—the Strait of Hormuz. 

Cruising to the UAE is not an 

impromptu adventure. It requires 

precision, deep pockets, and strict 

adherence to federal maritime 

security protocols. The authorities 

here are highly professional but 

entirely unbending regarding their 

laws. From navigating blinding 

sandstorms to threading your way 

through massive offshore oil fields, 



the UAE demands your absolute 

navigational vigilance. 

Here is your authoritative, 

step-by-step navigational briefing 

for successfully clearing into the 

United Arab Emirates. 

1. The Pre-Arrival Ritual: 

Agents and Intelligence 

Unlike the Caribbean or the South 

Pacific, the UAE is not a "DIY" 

clearance destination. The 

bureaucracy is highly digitized but 

strictly gated. 

●​The Mandatory Agent: You 

must appoint a registered local 



yacht agent well before 

entering UAE territorial waters. 

The agent will interface with 

Immigration, Customs, and the 

Federal Coast Guard to secure 

your pre-arrival approvals. 

Attempting to arrive 

unannounced will result in you 

being held offshore, fined, or 

turned away. Consult for a list 

of reputable marine agents. 

●​Security & UKMTO 

Registration: If you are 

transiting the Gulf of Oman and 

the Strait of Hormuz to reach 

Dubai or Abu Dhabi, you are 

https://www.noonsite.com/place/united-arab-emirates/


navigating a High-Risk Area 

(HRA). You must register your 

transit with the UK Maritime 

Trade Operations (UKMTO) and 

maintain a strict 

communications watch. 

●​The Drone Ban: Be acutely 

aware that the UAE has 

extremely strict laws regarding 

drones (UAVs). Unless you 

have pre-approved permits 

from the General Civil Aviation 

Authority, drones will be 

confiscated by Customs upon 

arrival, and unauthorized flying 

https://www.ukmto.org/
https://www.ukmto.org/


carries severe criminal 

penalties. 

2. Choosing Your Port of Entry 

The UAE consists of seven 

emirates, but maritime entry is 

generally concentrated in three 

strategic hubs. 

●​Dubai (Mina Rashid & Dubai 

Harbour): The epicenter of 

UAE yachting. Mina Rashid is a 

massive commercial port that 

houses an award-winning 

superyacht marina. The newer 

Dubai Harbour boasts the 

largest marina in the region. 

https://www.pnomarinas.com/
https://www.dubaiharbour.com/
https://www.dubaiharbour.com/


The approach is busy; 

coordinate strictly with "Dubai 

Port Control" on VHF Ch 16/68. 

●​Abu Dhabi (Yas Marina or 

Emirates Palace): The capital 

emirate offers deep-water 

approaches and world-class 

facilities, notably Yas Marina 

(situated on the Formula 1 

track). The approach channels 

are meticulously buoyed but 

surrounded by vast, shallow 

sandbanks. 

●​Fujairah: Located on the East 

Coast (Gulf of Oman), this is a 

vital strategic stop. If you do 

https://www.yasmarina.ae/


not wish to transit the Strait of 

Hormuz, you can clear into the 

UAE here, berth your vessel, 

and travel overland to Dubai in 

under two hours. 

3. The Arrival Dance: 

Step-by-Step Formalities 

Upon crossing into the 

12-nautical-mile limit, your agent 

should already have your 

paperwork in motion. 

●​Coast Guard Interception: It 

is highly common for the UAE 

Coast Guard to hail you on VHF 

Ch 16 or physically approach 



your vessel as you near the 

coast. Be polite, maintain your 

course and speed unless 

directed otherwise, and state 

that you are proceeding to your 

designated marina under the 

care of your agent. 

●​Hoist the Flags: Fly your 

Yellow 'Q' (Quarantine) flag 

and the UAE courtesy flag 

(ensure it is clean and not 

frayed; disrespecting the 

national flag is a punishable 

offense). 

●​The Customs Inspection 

(Zero Tolerance): Once tied 



up, Customs and Coast Guard 

officials will board. They are 

extremely thorough. 

○​Alcohol: Non-Muslims may 

carry alcohol for personal 

consumption onboard, but 

it must be declared and 

kept secured in port. 

○​Medications: The UAE has a 

strict list of banned 

substances (including 

over-the-counter medicines 

containing codeine). 

Cross-reference your 

medical kit with the 

Ministry of Health and 

https://mohap.gov.ae/en
https://mohap.gov.ae/en


Prevention (MOHAP) 

guidelines. 

○​Weapons: Firearms and 

ammunition must be 

declared immediately. They 

will be heavily sealed or 

removed and stored in a 

shoreside armory until your 

departure. 

4. Visas and Cruising Permits 

●​Human Visas: Citizens of 

many countries (US, UK, EU, 

Australia, Canada, New 

Zealand) receive a 30-day or 

90-day visa on arrival. Other 

nationalities must arrange 

https://mohap.gov.ae/en


e-Visas in advance through 

their agent. 

●​The Cruising Permit 

(Navigation License): Similar 

to the South American Zarpe, 

the UAE requires a Cruising 

Permit to move between the 

different Emirates (e.g., sailing 

from Dubai to Abu Dhabi). Your 

agent will procure this. The 

Coast Guard tracks all 

movements via AIS and radar; 

never move between emirates 

without this permit. 



5. Weather, Oceanography, and 

The Shamal 

The Gulf is an extreme marine 

environment. 

●​The Heat and Humidity: 

From June to September, 

temperatures regularly exceed 

45°C (113°F) with crushing 

humidity. Air conditioning and 

robust raw water strainers are 

critical for survival. 

●​The Shamal (The 

Navigator's Warning): The 

primary weather threat is the 

Shamal, a violent 

northwesterly wind that blows 



down the Gulf, predominantly 

in winter and early summer. It 

can rapidly build to 40 knots, 

kicking up steep, short-period 

waves (due to the shallow 

nature of the Gulf) and 

generating massive dust 

storms that reduce visibility to 

near zero. Always 

cross-reference Windy.com and 

the UAE National Center of 

Meteorology (NCM). 

●​Tides & Shallows: The 

Arabian Gulf is essentially a 

flooded basin. The average 

depth is only 35 meters, and 

https://www.windy.com/
https://www.ncm.ae/
https://www.ncm.ae/


the coastline is fraught with 

shifting sandbanks and 

dredged channels. Trust your 

depth sounder, stay strictly 

within marked channels, and 

ignore outdated chartplotter 

data in areas of active land 

reclamation (like the Palm 

Jumeirah or The World 

Islands). 

6. Local Rules of the Road 

●​Exclusion Zones: The Gulf is 

littered with offshore oil rigs, 

pipelines, and military 

installations. Keep a minimum 

clearance of 1.5 to 2 nautical 



miles from all oil platforms. Do 

not enter royal palace 

exclusion zones (often marked 

by yellow buoys and heavily 

patrolled). 

●​Cultural Respect: The UAE is 

an Islamic country. While 

marinas like Dubai Harbour are 

cosmopolitan, you must 

respect local laws. Do not 

consume alcohol on your deck 

where it is visible to the public. 

Dress modestly when leaving 

the marina complex. 

●​Commercial Traffic: The 

approach to the UAE involves 



crossing some of the densest 

commercial shipping lanes in 

the world. Enforce a strict 

radar and AIS watch, and 

never impede the passage of 

deep-draft supertankers 

constrained by their draft. 

7. The Departure: Weighing 

Anchor 

●​Outward Clearance: Provide 

your agent with 48 hours' 

notice of your intended 

departure. They will arrange 

for the final Coast Guard 

inspection, return of any 

impounded items 



(firearms/drones), and the 

issuance of your outward 

clearance documents. 

●​Settling Bills: Ensure all 

marina accounts are settled, as 

clearance will not be granted if 

there are outstanding local 

debts. 

●​Departure Window: Once 

clearance is granted, you must 

depart territorial waters 

without unnecessary delay or 

deviation from your filed float 

plan. 

The Navigator's Final Word: The 

United Arab Emirates offers an 



unparalleled standard of luxury and 

infrastructure for the visiting yacht, 

but it demands absolute 

professionalism in return. The 

environment—both political and 

meteorological—is unforgiving of 

careless seamanship. Utilize a 

highly-rated agent, keep your AIS 

transmitting, respect the exclusion 

zones, and secure your vessel 

thoroughly before a Shamal 

strikes. 

Fair winds and following seas! 

 

 

Support the Guide: 



You owe me a cup of coffee now. 

Thanks. 

 

Return to; www.marinersbase.com 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/LH8N82CF6UNSQ
http://www.marinersbase.com
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