
Novation Circuit Rhythm vs Tracks for 
Beginners: Differences, Specs & How 
to Choose 
Meta Description: Compare the Novation Circuit Rhythm vs Tracks to find your ideal 
groovebox. Discover key differences in sampling, synthesis, and specs to choose wisely. 

Alt text: Novation Circuit Rhythm. 

Key Takeaways 

●​ The Circuit Rhythm is a dedicated sampling workstation for chopping, slicing, and 
manipulating audio, while the Circuit Tracks combines two polyphonic synth engines 
with drum sampling and MIDI sequencing capabilities. 

●​ Circuit Tracks includes two audio inputs for processing external sources and two 
dedicated MIDI sequencer tracks for programming external gear, while the Rhythm 
shares MIDI In/Out/Thru hardware. 

●​ Both share the same physical design with 32 velocity-sensitive pads, rechargeable 
batteries, full-size MIDI, and the acclaimed Novation sequencer with microtiming and 
probability features. 



●​ The Rhythm excels at Grid FX for live sample manipulation, including stutter, beat 
repeat, and lo-fi tape effects, while Tracks offers deeper sound design through 
Components software synth editing. 

●​ Sam Ash carries both Circuit grooveboxes with expert guidance from the Gear Expert 
Team who understands how these different workflows serve different creative 
approaches.  

Novation Circuit Rhythm vs Tracks for Beginners: Two 
Circuits, Two Creative Paths 
Novation designed the Circuit Rhythm and Circuit Tracks as complementary instruments that 
share a chassis but serve fundamentally different workflows.  

The Rhythm puts sample manipulation at the center of everything; just record, slice, reverse, 
and perform with audio. The Tracks combines polyphonic synthesis with drum sampling and 
becomes the brain of a larger hardware setup through its MIDI sequencing and audio input 
capabilities. 

For beginners entering electronic music production, the choice shapes how you'll approach 
music-making. Sample-based producers and beat-choppers gravitate toward the Rhythm's 
hands-on audio tools. Synthesizer enthusiasts and hardware collectors find the Tracks' synth 
engines and external gear integration more valuable.  

Sam Ash: 100 Years of Music Expertise, Now Online 
Your Trusted Music Store Is Back – Stronger Than Ever 
 

 
 
Perfect Gear for Every Musician: 

●​ Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional 
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience – perfect 
for home practice and recording. 

●​ Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic 
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers, 
and studio work. 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards


●​ Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths, 
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio 
sessions. 

●​ Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup, 
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value 
purchases. 

 
Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash: 
✓ Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise​
✓ Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians​
✓ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later​
✓ Large selection from the best brands in music and sound 
✓ Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA 
✓ Famous flash sales and mega deals 
 
Get Expert Guidance: 
Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance, 
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget. 
From bedroom producers to professional studios – we've got your sound covered. 
 
SHOP SAM ASH NOW → 

Novation Circuit Rhythm: The Sampling Specialist 

https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording
https://www.samash.com/


 

Caption: The Circuit Rhythm strips away synthesis to focus entirely on what sample-based 
producers need most: powerful tools for capturing, manipulating, and performing with audio.  

Alt text: Novation Circuit Rhythm Groovebox. 

Direct Sample Recording 

The Novation Circuit Rhythm lets you capture audio directly to the hardware without 
requiring a computer. Record samples on the spot when inspiration strikes, building your 
library anywhere with no complex routing required. This immediacy transforms how 
sample-based producers work, eliminating the friction between hearing something and 
capturing it. 

Sample Manipulation Tools 

https://www.samash.com/novation-circuit-rhythm-groovebox-ncircuitr


Once audio is captured, the Rhythm provides deep editing capabilities. Slice samples into 
playable segments that respond to individual pads. Reverse audio for creative textures. Loop 
with precise control over start and end points. Play samples chromatically across the pads 
for melodic use. Time-stretch without pitch change to fit samples into any tempo. 

Grid FX for Live Performance 

The Rhythm's standout feature transforms it into a live performance instrument rather than 
just a production tool. Stutter effects create rhythmic glitching that responds to your playing. 
Beat repeat generates hypnotic patterns from any audio. Lo-fi tape warmth adds character 
and degradation that embraces imperfection as a creative choice. These real-time 
manipulation tools happen during performance, not just during production. 

8 Sample Tracks 

The Rhythm provides more sample tracks than the Tracks' 4 drum tracks, delivering 8 
independent sample channels for layering complex arrangements. You can build full 
productions from samples alone without running out of track capacity. 

Studio-Grade Effects 

Professional sound quality comes through studio-grade reverb and delay, sidechain 
compression for that pumping electronic feel, a master compressor for punch, and distortion 
and filters for shaping character. 

Sample Expansion Pack 

Included bonus content provides over 550 sounds to start creating immediately, curated for 
modern production styles and delivering instant inspiration out of the box. 

Novation Circuit Tracks: Synthesis Meets Integration 



Caption: The Circuit Tracks takes a broader approach, combining polyphonic synthesis with 
drum sampling and becoming the control center for external gear.  

Alt text: Novation Circuit Tracks Groovebox. 

Two Polyphonic Synth Engines 

The Novation Circuit Tracks provides synthesis capabilities that the Rhythm entirely lacks. 
Two refined digital synth engines deliver polyphonic playback for chords and complex parts. 
Hundreds of artist-made presets provide immediate starting points. Deep editing via 
Components software lets you create unique patches with custom macros tailored to your 
sound. 

4 Drum Tracks with Sampling 

Sample capability works alongside synthesis rather than replacing it. Four dedicated drum 
tracks provide over 3 minutes of sample time per pack after firmware updates. Sixty-four 
sample slots accommodate extensive custom libraries. Load and shape your own samples 
while combining them with the synth engines for complete productions. 

2 MIDI Sequencer Tracks 

External gear integration represents a major differentiator from the Rhythm, which shares 
MIDI In/Out/Thru hardware but has no dedicated MIDI sequencing tracks. Control external 

https://www.samash.com/novation-circuit-tracks-groovebox-ncirtrksx


synthesizers from the Tracks' sequencer. Sequence drum machines with precise timing. 
Send notes and CC automation to shape parameters on the external gear. Pilot your entire 
studio from one compact device. 

2 Audio Inputs with FX Processing 

The Tracks lets you bring external audio into the Circuit environment for processing through 
its effects. Apply reverb, delay, and sidechain to incoming audio from other instruments. This 
integration expands sonic possibilities significantly, a capability the Rhythm lacks entirely. 

Comprehensive MIDI Connectivity 

Full studio integration comes through full-size MIDI In, Out, and Thru connections alongside 
3.5mm analog sync output. This connectivity makes the Tracks the brain of a larger 
hardware setup. 

Components Software Integration 

Deep sound design happens on screen through the Components software. Edit synth engine 
parameters with precision. Create custom patches with personalized macros. Load samples 
and manage sample packs efficiently. Build MIDI templates, backup projects, and download 
new sounds from Novation's library. 

Sound Collective Access 

Registering your Circuit Tracks unlocks free plugins and exclusive content through 
Novation's Sound Collective program, adding ongoing value beyond the hardware itself. 

Which Novation Circuit Is Right for You? 

Choose the Novation Circuit Rhythm if you: 

●​ Focus primarily on sample-based production 
●​ Want to record samples directly to hardware 
●​ Love chopping, slicing, and manipulating audio 
●​ Value Grid FX for live performance 
●​ Work mostly with audio rather than synthesis 
●​ Don't need dedicated MIDI sequencer tracks for external gear 
●​ Don't need audio inputs for external processing 
●​ Prefer 8 sample tracks over synthesis 

Choose the Novation Circuit Tracks if you: 

●​ Want synthesis capabilities alongside sampling 
●​ Need to control external synths and drum machines 
●​ Want audio inputs for processing external sources 
●​ Value deep synth editing via Components 



●​ Plan to build a larger hardware setup 
●​ Need MIDI Out/Thru for studio integration 
●​ Prefer 2 synth engines + 4 drum tracks architecture 
●​ Want the most comprehensive connectivity 

Novation Circuit Rhythm vs Tracks: Quick 
Specifications Comparison 

Feature Novation Circuit Rhythm Novation Circuit Tracks 

Sam Ash Price $399.99 $469.99 

24-Month Financing $17/month $20/month 

Primary Focus Sampling/Beat-making Synthesis + Sampling 

Synth Engines No 2 polyphonic digital synths 

Sample Tracks 8 4 drum tracks 

MIDI Sequencer 
Tracks 

No 2 dedicated tracks 

Audio Inputs 2 (stereo pair, for sampling) 2 mono (with FX processing) 

Sample Recording Direct to hardware Via microSD 

Sample Time Expansion pack included 3+ minutes per pack 

Grid FX Yes (stutter, beat repeat, lo-fi) No 

Synth Editing No Yes (via Components) 

Pads 32 RGB velocity-sensitive 32 RGB velocity-sensitive 

Sequencer 32-step, chainable to 256 32-step, chainable to 256 

Microtiming Yes Yes 

Probability Yes Yes 

MIDI Full-size In/Out/Thru Full-size In/Out/Thru 

Analog Sync Out Out 

Battery Life ~4 hours rechargeable ~4 hours rechargeable 

Components 
Software 

Yes Yes 

Sound Collective Yes Yes 



 

Why Buy Your Novation Circuit from Sam Ash 

Caption: Since 1924, Sam Ash has operated as a family business helping musicians find 
their sound, and that century of experience means support continues long after your Circuit 
arrives. 
 
Alt text: Novation Circuit Tracks Groovebox. 

At Sam Ash, we bring 100 years of music retail experience to helping musicians find the right 
grooveboxes and electronic production tools. Our Gear Expert Team includes working 
musicians and audio professionals who understand how different instruments and workflows 
serve different creative approaches, not just on a spec sheet. 

Our 45-day return policy acknowledges that creative chemistry takes time to discover. 
Integrate your Circuit into real production sessions and confirm it inspires the music you 
want to make. Our flexible financing options include 0% interest plans, no credit financing, 
and buy now, pay later solutions that make professional equipment more accessible for any 
budget. 

If you discover the other model better suits your style, we can facilitate an exchange. Free 
shipping on orders over $49.99 eliminates delivery costs, while 60-day price protection 
ensures you won't find a better deal and wish you'd waited. Call us at 800-472-6274 or 
contact our team through chat or email to receive personalized consultation and expert 
guidance. 

Shop our Novation circuit collection today!  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Can I do synthesis on the Circuit Rhythm? 

No, the Rhythm is purely sample-based. It has no synth engines. If you want onboard 
synthesis, choose the Circuit Tracks with its two polyphonic synth engines. 

Can I sample on the Circuit Tracks? 

https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/return-policy-2024
https://www.samash.com/payment-methods
https://www.samash.com/shipping-faq
https://www.samash.com/shipping-faq
https://www.samash.com/drum-machines


Yes, the Tracks include 4 drum tracks with 3+ minutes of sample time. However, it lacks the 
Rhythm's direct-to-hardware recording, Grid FX, and 8-track sample architecture. Sampling 
on Tracks is supplementary; on Rhythm, it's the entire focus. 

Can I connect external synths to the Circuit Rhythm? 

The Rhythm has full MIDI In/Out/Thru connectivity and can send MIDI data to external gear. 
However, it lacks the Tracks' two dedicated MIDI sequencer tracks, which are specifically 
designed for programming and controlling external synths and drum machines from the 
sequencer. The Tracks makes external gear integration a core workflow feature rather than a 
secondary capability. 

Which has better effects? 

Both include studio-grade reverb, delay, sidechain, and master compressor. The Rhythm 
adds Grid FX (stutter, beat repeat, lo-fi tape) specifically for live sample manipulation. The 
Tracks adds audio input processing, applying effects to external sources. 

Can I get both the Circuit Rhythm and Circuit Tracks at Sam Ash? 

Yes, Sam Ash carries both Novation Circuit grooveboxes. You can compare specifications 
on our website, and our electronic music specialists are available to demonstrate both units 
and help determine which workflow matches your creative style.  

 

*Note: Pricing and/or product availability mentioned in this post are subject to change. 
Please check our website for current pricing and stock information before making a 
purchase. 

 
 

 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/
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