
 

 

LMPTG Meeting 

Tuesday, 3/11/25, 6:00pm pizza 6:30-8 PM Meeting, In-Person 

Attendees  

Eleanore Stumm, Molly Schuman, Steve Staden, Grace Van Berkel, Lizzy Hamilton, Adam Briggs, 
Heather Curnutt, Rudy Moore+Kristy, Katie Winn, Amy Washbush, Monica Harkey, Megan Baltz, 
Jen Corbett, Colleen Ghoghawala, Catherine Howley, Mark Richner, Carolyn Wheat, Becky 
Peterson, Linda Zimmerman, Francesca Hong, Erica Jessen, Abbey Sabatino, Evan Ross, Janelle 
Rosia+Lucas, Courtney Lindl, Anne, Sydney (site supervisor at Lapham for Red Caboose), Julie 
Spears 

Agenda 

See below for more info: 

●​ MMSD cut allocation at all 4 of our neighborhood schools (Lapham, 

Marquette, O'Keeffe, and East)  

●​ MMSD claims these cuts are insignificant; however, we all know they 

are significant and hurt our community.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VbINen8-MO4xVnQjrI-JS6mF

UWmktqPpx2EZUIOr0dw/edit?usp=drivesdk 

●​ Email MMSD leadership (1) asking for transparency in how cuts were 

made (2) to reinstate our surplused staff and (3) reduce outdated 2nd 

grade max class size from 27 to ~20 

●​ Here is the full list of MMSD leaders and elected School Board members to email. You can 

copy/paste:  

Nichelle E Nichols <nichellenichols@madison.k12.wi.us>, Maia Pearson 
<mpearson2@madison.k12.wi.us>, Laura Simkin <lsimkin@madison.k12.wi.us>, Ali J Muldrow 
<ajmuldrow@madison.k12.wi.us>, Savion J Castro <sjcastro@madison.k12.wi.us>, Blair Feltham 
<blfeltham@madison.k12.wi.us>, Megan J Finando <mjfinando2@madison.k12.wi.us>, Claire J Li 
<cjli2@madison.k12.wi.us>, Nicki K Vander Meulen <nkvandermeul@madison.k12.wi.us>, Joe 
Gothard <jgothard@madison.k12.wi.us>, Angie Hicks <acrawford@madison.k12.wi.us>, Jay R Affeldt 
<jaffeldt@madison.k12.wi.us>, Board <board@madison.k12.wi.us>, Anuradha Ebbe 
<aebbe@madison.k12.wi.us>, TJ McCray <tjmccray@madison.k12.wi.us> 

●​ Address to: Dear Superintendent Gothard, Deputy Superintendent McCray, Assoc 

Superintendent of Elementary Schools Ebbe, Assoc Superintendent of Middle Schools 
Hicks, Assoc Superintendent of High Schools Affeldt, and Members of the Board - 

●​ Body of email: State our community's 3 needs above 

Last Meeting Follow-up (skip to Principals) 

 

https://madison.com/news/local/education/local_schools/article_784ac876-fe18-11ef-8943-078f35a6eea3.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
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1.​ PTG Efforts Since Last Meeting:  

○​ Participated in the East High Basketball community nights on 1/16 & 1/23 

○​ Hosted a Winter Family Fun night for our school community at the Madison 
Children’s Museum on Tuesday, 1/28 

○​ Applied for grants to continue to fund and expand our outdoor classrooms (Lapham 
& Marquette gardens) 

○​ Funded a grant request made by Lapham OT, Katie Murphy to build a Mobile Switch 
Station at Lapham. From Katie: “The goal of this project is to enhance equitable 
access to play and social interaction for students with disabilities…” (see February 
for more details) 

○​ Funded a grant request made by Marquette’s Social Worker to send 4th & 5th 
Graders to the Black Girl Magic Conference at MATC 

○​ Hosted Family Science Night on Tuesday, 2/11 

○​ Gave Thank Yous, Gift Cards, and Hand Warmers to our schools’ Adult Crossing 
Guards, Bus Drivers, and  Bus Attendants 

○​ Funded Grocery Gift Cards for Social Worker w/Families Helping Families Fund 
2.​ Upcoming Community Events  
3.​ Encourage folks to sign up for our listserv via website 

Special Guest Francesca Hong (After Principal Updates) 

1.​ Intro: State Assembly Representative for District 76 which includes Lapham and 
Marquette and Lapham-Marquette parent, Francesca Hong, is joining us! She is going to 
share strategies to encourage community participation to start writing, calling or testifying 
to help shape our school budget! 

2.​ SLIDES 
3.​ Budget Process: 

a.​ State Legislature: Has the power of the purse. State Income Tax. Every 
Odd-numbered Year we set the budget. Evers has set his budget in February. Very 
pro-kid. Joint Finance Committee (JFC) will set the final budget and then the 
legislature finalizes it. JFC will hold 4 listening sessions. These won’t be near 
Madison. In June, the legislature will meet and vote on a budget. 

b.​ Evers Budget: Note - Asking for $1.1 Billion Special Ed reimbursement to up it from 
30% reimbursement to 60%. Revenue Limits were set decades ago and haven't 
been adjusted for inflation in 16y. Yet we know that costs have increased 
significantly. Basically the state has been underfunding our schools. So then 
localities need to raise Property Taxes to cover the cost to meet needs of students. 
And Referenda are also used because State has been grossly underfunding our 
schools. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EBD985MMnZBnJHwV9Pg7PH3oNWRTVneEd41vxbtCpYg/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.hhevn0icya3z
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MwU2VQmgPfE59bOfLLCB6nAaIA6QRaGMYYkGA3dcIto/edit#gid=1807315922
https://www.lapham-marquette-ptg.org/how-to-help
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GozYz_GXajGc9yLK7OpDnkHIM_5scqWS/edit#slide=id.p1
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c.​ We have a $4.3 billion surplus so we can do the full 90% reimbursement for Special 
Ed. The funding should be coming from our state. Their goal is to privatize our 
schools, but we shouldn’t be 

4.​ Advocacy & Messaging: 
a.​ So What Can We do As Public School Champions? Organize. 
b.​ Be An Effective Messenger: Tell Robin Vos that our property taxes are too high 

because he won’t fund schools 
c.​ Public Schools Unite Us: This section has language that’s value-based and positive. 

Words like Providing instead of Investing. When we take care of all of our cares and 
have a strong, shared future. “We know what kids need. We have the money. Let’s 
get it done!” 

d.​ What to do? It can be as simple as having a dinner party. Having the discussion with 
friends and neighbors. 

i.​ WI Public Education Network has great tools. How to connect with folks 
and messaging. Rural districts are really hurting and connecting with those 
folks will help 

ii.​ MTI Advocacy Training 
iii.​ Show Up to listening sessions that the Joint Finance Committee (JFC) is 

holding. Perfect your 1-2min pitch. Share something personal  
iv.​ Write to your Legislature. Help folks in other districts 
v.​ Stay engaged throughout the budget process and follow it closely 

e.​ Rep Hong sees a lane to make movement amongst Republicans as long as we stay 
vocal and rally across the aisle.  

i.​ This is directly related to the top issue - The Economy. Public Ed is truly an 
issue that unites all Wisconsinites 

f.​ VOTE! And tell 10 Friends outside of Madison to vote Tuesday, 4/1, and ask what 
their plan is to vote 

5.​ Rep Hong commenting on allocation: Can ask the School Board how the referendum 
dollars will be spent 

6.​ Q: Are there members of the JFC in particular we should message? A: Do you know anyone 
in these areas? Encourage *them* to contact because they don’t need to answer to us. 

a.​ Spring Green & Mineral Point Area: Howard Marklein 
b.​ Beaver Dam: Rep Mark Born 
c.​ Oak Creek Area: Representative Jessie Rodriguez 
d.​ Green Bay Area: Rep Ben Franklin 

7.​ Healthy School Meals for All 
8.​ Bonus Slide Deck that delves deeper into school funding 
9.​ Bonus Flyer on Federal Funding 
10.​Bonus Interactive Map that shows funding impacts for each school in WI 

Principal Updates (1st, 2nd Francesca Hong) 

1.​ Lapham Updates Linda Zimmerman: 
a.​ THANK YOU MNA for grant to continue Black Excellence group. Fun+learning, 

crafts, activities $2500 grant for food, crafts, and T-shirts  

https://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/37/born/about/#:~:text=Representative%20Mark%20Born%20serves%20the,daughter%20and%20their%20cocker%20spaniel.
https://www.healthyschoolmealsforallwi.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E8JRNKmbUaMIzxVPkr0ET7JC3kYGsTVh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0akGuQRbf2r4uq1NZf4HzgvM94BUzf_/view?usp=sharing
https://wi-dpi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=6fbac6cbb9014d5b9e9bb7d29fcdbb37&locale=en&filter=%7B%22layerId%22%3A%2219587111e9a-layer-5%22%2C%22expressionId%22%3A%221741728591081%22%7D
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2.​ Lapham Q&A 
a.​ For Lapham Family Brunch, do you need anything from the PTG at this time? 
b.​ Do you have allocation information to share with families? 

i.​ Rough time for staff+schools. We are decreasing in allocation 
ii.​ Lost 1 classroom section. Beloved teacher, Christopher Olson, in 1st grade 

was surplused. But actually going down a 2nd Grade classroom. Ms.Freng 
will be moving down to 1st Grade.  

iii.​ Also lost 2 SEA allocation…Going from 6 to 4. 
iv.​ Gaining Psych allocation 

c.​ Q: How many are in the 1st Grade cohort? 
i.​ A: 54…now in 2 sections, so they’ll be at capacity 

d.​ Q: What’s your read on your situation? Is it fair? Why is the referendum money not 
going to staff? 

i.​ A: Honestly, I’m disappointed we didn’t keep our section. The 
self-regulation and SEL skills are still very much so developing. I’ve had a lot 
of direct conversations with my boss, Dr.Ebbe because we’re feeling the 
crunch. Is it doable? Yes. Is it fair? No. 

e.​ SEE IMPORTANT FEEDER SCHOOL ADDENDUM on O’Keefe & East High 
Allocation and encourage our community to email MMSD Leadership & School 
Board and speak/register comments at 3/17 School Board Meeting 

f.​ LMPTG wrote a letter on behalf of our neighborhood school community. 
3.​ Marquette Updates Becky Peterson: 

a.​ Friday Field Trip courtesy of Amy Kazda all grades! 
b.​ Forward Testing is going to start. For 4th Grade, will start the week before Spring 

Break because they have a Social Studies & Science exam. 3rd & 5th Grade starting 
after Spring Break. You’ll get schedules via email 

4.​ Marquette Q&A 
a.​ Is Marquette going to host a Brunch? 
b.​ Do you have allocation information to share with families? 

i.​ Maintain number of sections 
ii.​ Lost SEA section. 1 SEA was surplussed. Hoping we get some back once 

budget stuff goes through 
c.​ Q: What’s your read on your situation? Is it fair? Why is the referendum money not 

going to staff? 
i.​ A: My concern is the allocation for Special Education. 

Teacher Liaison Updates: Carolyn Wheat (Lapham- 2nd grade teacher) and Mark Richner 

(Marquette 3rd grade teacher) 

1.​ Carolyn at Lapham:  

Grace: Thank you to Katie for applying and to PTG for funding the Mobile Switch station! 
Our students are making use of the toys every day for accessible, interactive play. 

Grace: Echoes Mark’s Comments below 

 

https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/board-of-education/board-of-education-virtual-meetings
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uUl5TBMuVTyyGEEjXqb9m4_YpMMyA_-IsDV1ivjQiG0/edit?usp=sharing
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2.​ Mark at Marquette:  

I am glad that families could learn more about the allocations for Lapham and Marquette 
last night at the PTG meeting. The allocations, in my view, are deeply concerning. 

 

Someone asked what PTG members could do to support fairer allocations. The next Board 
of Education meeting is at Doyle next Monday, March 17th, beginning at 6:00.  

 

I know that there will be many MTI union members, including myself, in attendance. From 
other efforts by the union, I understand that there is a belief that change only comes when 
families are involved and not just union members. 

 

Would you consider sharing something with the PTG members about this upcoming 
meeting?  

Also, if people are interested, here is information on how to speak in person, speak 
virtually, or submit a written statement. Possible focus points could include a reduction to 
special education at both schools, larger class sizes that are at an outdated maximum, and 
allocation guidelines that predate the pandemic. 

 

Upcoming Events & Fundraisers:  

1.​ Election Day Bake Sale (Tuesday, 4/1) at Lapham (Adam):  
a.​ Help us raise money for our initiatives by baking & selling goods 

i.​ SignUp to Bake: 
ii.​ SignUp to Volunteer Selling Baked Goods: 

2.​ Lapham & Marquette Family School Dance (Tuesday, 4/8) at Marquette/O’Keefe Field 
House: 

a.​ 5:30-7:00pm 
b.​ Entrance to use: 
c.​ Our very own Lapham-Marquette parent DJ! 
d.​ Must be accompanied by an adult (drop off not permitted) 
e.​  Pizza for purchase 

3.​ Klein’s Gift Card Fundraiser (Lizzy): 
a.​ March 17 - April 4 

4.​ Earth Day Garden Work Day (Lizzy):  
a.​ Date: Saturday April 19th  
b.​ Xyz 

5.​ Ian’s Pizza at Garver Fundraiser (Molly)  
a.​ Date: Wednesday, 4/23 
b.​ Buy dinner from 5:00-9pm at the Garver Ian’s 
c.​ %%% Portion of money to LMPTG for our initiatives next year 

https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/about/board-of-education/board-of-education-virtual-meetings
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6.​ Fill the Fridges for Teacher Appreciation Week: 5/5 (Molly) 
a.​ Xyz 
b.​ Xyz 

7.​ Next Meeting: 5/13 (ZOOM) 

 

Garden Updates: Carolyn Wheat (Lapham- 2nd grade teacher) and Mark Richner (Marquette 

3rd grade teacher) 

1.​ Lizzy at Lapham:  
a.​ Students will work with Mr Tom again in April - stay tuned for volunteer 

opportunities.  
b.​  

2.​ Abbey at Marquette:  
a.​ GREAT NEWS! I’ve been notified that MNA (THANK YOU!) is giving us a $7500 

grant for the outdoor classroom at Marquette! This will 100% fund the path work 
and seating area. In addition, MMSD has agreed to do all the deconstruction and 
disposal at their expense in advance of the path installation. I am still waiting to 
hear on a couple other local grants but regardless, these two developments give us 
the green light to get rolling on the project this Spring! 

b.​ Xyz 

Treasurer Update:  

1.​ Steve: 
2.​  

Lapham Parking Lot Update:  

1.​ Grace: We raise money by selling Lapham Parking Lot spots to Breese concerts. Super 
quick & easy.  

2.​ SignUp! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A48A5AE2BABFE3-parking#/ 
3.​ More dates will be posted 

IMPORTANT Feeder School Update:  

1.​ O’Keefe & East are losing Staff Allocation 
2.​ See IMPORTANT ADDENDUM at the End of Doc for an email from Marquette & O’Keefe 

Strings Teacher Ms.Wahl on how you can help  

 

Board 

Upcoming Events, Initiatives, and Fundraisers 

**OVERALL** 

a.​ Have owners followed up with Sydney at Red Caboose to publicize our 
events and see if RC wants a table? sydney@redcaboosechildcare.org yes. 

https://zoom.us/j/92904266834
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A48A5AE2BABFE3-parking#/
mailto:sydney@redcaboosechildcare.org
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Megan has been in contact, she will be will have a table at the School 
Dance .  

b.​ Have the owners updated How To docs? 

​ **MARCH** 

1.​ Lapham Family Brunch Save The Date 3/13 (Hosted by Principal Z. & Staff) 
a.​ Lapham found an MMSD catering solution 
b.​ See Above Principal Q&A: Anything needed from PTG? 

**APRIL** 

2.​ Election Day Bake Sales 4/1/25 (Adam) 
a.​ Do we have a sign up to add to our website event (see link)? 

https://www.lapham-marquette-ptg.org/events/election-day-bake-sales-2 
b.​ Has the Lapham Table been ok’d by Dustin & Linda? 
c.​ What are instructions for people to do: Drop off that AM at Lapham, or Monday at 

Catherine or Grace’s house 
d.​ Adam will publicize to get bakers & table hosts & let Grace know so we can update 

the website 
e.​ Monica can copy backpack mail. Adam will get it to her 

3.​ School Dance in lieu of April Meeting, 4/8 (Megan, Katie, and Lizzy) 
a.​ Anything needed from the Board? 
b.​ 1- are we selling or providing pizza? Adam, would you pick up? Yes 
c.​ 2- Do we want popcorn? No 
d.​ Cuties? Yes - Katie can  
e.​ 3- selfie station- I’ll send an email with instructions but am thinking a selfie spot. 

Using paper chain as a backdrop Will need help from families to make paper chains.  
f.​ Water is being requested tomorrow  
g.​ DJ is secured and she’ll be setting up equipment.  
h.​ What am I missing?   

i.​ Monica can do backpack mailer. Get it to her 1w before 
ii.​ Amy Advocacy Table using resources WI Public Ed Network 

i.​ GVB added to website 
4.​ Teacher Appreciation meal for spring conferences 4/10 or 4/11 (Glass Nickel Pizza 

~$250/school): Heather 
a.​ Have you checked in with Sara & Monica about this plan? Not yet. Do Sara & 

Monica check with the teachers to confirm they want pizza and time? Do I select 
toppings or ask Sara/Monica to solicit requests from teachers?  In November, Mark 
Richner shared the name of a catering business run by the family of a Marquette 
5th grader (Rican Rice Catering, ricanrice.com) and Eleanore suggested we might 
get the spring conference meals from them - how should we make this decision? 
Ask teachers what they prefer? Figure out if they could do it within our budget and 
on the dates we need first? From the website: “We have lunches available on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. The cost per lunch is $12.99, including a 
drink.” 

https://www.lapham-marquette-ptg.org/events/election-day-bake-sales-2
https://www.lapham-marquette-ptg.org/events-1
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b.​ We use the bulk of our budget on the Fall Conference Lunch. We only have 
$250/school remaining for Spring, which is why we do Glass Nickel pizza then. 
We can table Rican Rice for next Fall.  

c.​ Sara & Monica know the budget & then either give us the order and we phone it 
in with our tax-free ID and pay with card.  Or they call it in and then we follow-up 
with payment 

d.​ Thanks for the info - I’ll follow up with Sara and Monica next week. (Heather) 
5.​ Earth Day Garden Work Day (Lizzy):  

a.​ Date: Saturday April 19th , 10AM - 1PM 
b.​ Picnic? 

i.​ Catherine will throw feelers out to see if we can get a Food Truck 
c.​ Lizzy making backpack mailer  
d.​ Anything needed? 
e.​ Needs to be added to website - GVB Done 

6.​ Forward Madison (Eleanore & Grace for tix to game; Jen & Katie for 50/50) 
a.​ Notes: 

i.​ For the ticketed event, we got a check for $435 despite bad weather  
ii.​ This is about the same amount that we got via the 50/50 raffle but A LOT 

less work 
iii.​ If we work with Forward again, GVB votes for ticketed event over 50/50 

raffle 
b.​ Are we doing a ticketed event again? If they offer = YES 

i.​ Y: GVB, HC 
ii.​ N: 

c.​ 50/50 Raffle? CANCEL 
i.​ Y: 

ii.​ N: GVB, HC 
7.​ Ian’s Pizza Doughnation (Molly) 

a.​ April 23rd , 5-9pm 
b.​ People just need to show the flier or say for LMPTG 
c.​ Molly will have Monica send 
d.​ Anything needed from the Board? Not right now. Will reach out if do. 
e.​ GVB added to website 

​ **MAY** 

8.​ GoFundMe (Jen & Lizzy) 
a.​ Date: May 5th - May 23rd  
b.​ Info Needs to be added to website when available 
c.​ Folding in Instagram Fundraiser functionality? 

9.​ Fine Arts Night (hosted by Amy Kazda & Marnie Miran) 
a.​ PTG purchases food. GVB & Steve are in touch with teachers about funding 

10.​Teacher Appreciation Week (Fill the Fridge): Molly  
a.​ Date: May 5th 
b.​ 2 drop off days this year 

https://www.lapham-marquette-ptg.org/events-1
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c.​ Needs to be added to website  - GVB DONE 
11.​May 13th Zoom Meeting: See Meetings 
12.​Mallards Night (Grace)  

a.​ Told them yes, agreed to be point person, and sent staff & student numbers 
b.​ Date: Monday, June 2, 6:05pm 
c.​ Needs to be added to website - DONE 

13.​End of Year Movie Night at Breese: Eleanore  
a.​ Date 
b.​ Website 

14.​NEED New Manager for Marquette Field Day 
d.​ Ech Vedder resigned from the Board, so we need a new owner for this event 
e.​ Here’s a doc with some info 
f.​ Can also connect with former owner, Jami Wood, and Ech, to get details 
g.​ Needs to be added to website 
h.​ Monica - Asking Husband+Mom to lead 

​ **NO DATE YET** 

15.​Culver’s: (Megan) 
a.​ Are we going to do a Culver’s fundraiser this year? 
b.​ I’ve called twice but haven’t heard back. Will try again.  

16.​Tabled for ‘25/26 School Year: 
a.​ Aftershock Arcade Family Fundraiser Night 
b.​ Other food fundraiser options: 

i.​ Chipotle 
ii.​ Jersey Mike’s 

Monthly Meetings: 

1.​ Tuesday, April 8th: School dance in lieu of meeting 
2.​ Tuesday May 13th (ZOOM) 

General Business 

2.​ Grace is retiring from the LMPTG Board at the end of the ‘24/’25 Academic School Year. 
Who will take ownership of the following duties?  They can go to different people 

a.​ Secretary: Officer Role 
i.​ Create Agenda 1w before meeting & send to LMPTG Board 

ii.​ Attend most meetings & take notes 
iii.​ Post Agenda w/notes to our website 
iv.​ Catherine Howley 

b.​ Website Updates 
i.​ Our website is edited using Wix - it’s point+click. No web experience 

needed  
ii.​ Add Events & Edit events if details change 

iii.​ Make sure signups and info (like Garden Teacher)  is up-to-date 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_dfCFG5qti0VmH017sYBgP3VDqcajDNlh5BQfBEuVv0/edit?tab=t.0
https://zoom.us/j/92904266834
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iv.​ Bonus (not needed): If you do have web experience/have a friend that does, 
our website is very Frankenstein+Old School. Could use some love.  

v.​ Katie Winn 
c.​ Lapham Parking Lot Management: Great because volunteer hours are during the 

summer! Work with folks at Breese & MSCR. LMPTG has the right to sell spots to 
all non-Forward Madison events, with the exception of the AmFam Concert. 
Through experience, we found the only money makers are concerts. Once concert 
dates are public, post to our SignUp Genius.  

i.​ Email our listserv asking for folks to signup. If have trouble as event gets 
closer, continue to email/post to social media. If really can’t get anyone, try 
to do it yourself or ask a Board Member to step in. 

ii.​ Once someone signs up, email instructions - examples in Board Drive Folder 
iii.​ Prior to event - make sure volunteer has the Parking Envelope with $50 

change 
iv.​ After event - collect money. Separate change, give proceeds to Treasurer to 

deposit. Thank the volunteer 
v.​ Over the winter - store the parking lot sign so it doesn’t get damaged 

vi.​ Lizzy+Catherine 
d.​ Grant Submissions:  Easy. Signup to receive notifications when our Request for 

LMPTG Funds spreadsheet is edited (meaning someone submitted a Grant via our 
Website) 

i.​ Eleanore 
3.​ Hot Takes on Hot Rooms (Catherine & Rudy): Any updates for the Board at this time? 

a.​  
4.​ Garden Updates (Lizzy & Abbey) 

a.​ Lapham 
b.​ Marquette 

5.​ Grant Requests (Grace) 
a.​ No new requests at this time 
b.​ Lizzy - Did we ever inquire with REI or other local businesses about Rain Gear 

donations? My memory was jogged because Early Childhood kids were practically 
bathing in the puddles in their snowsuits…the snow gear let in a ton of water, so 
kids had to all change clothes. Which is a fine tradeoff for a full-body sensory 
experience :) , but rainsuits would be amazing. Thanks! Grace 

6.​ Parking Lot (Grace) 

a.​ FYI The Parking Lot Sign is  in my garage. Last winter our old sign was vandalized 

b.​ Breese is trying to coordinate their schedule with MSCR 

c.​ I posted a couple volunteer shifts for later this year: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A48A5AE2BABFE3-parking 

7.​ February Event Review: (1) How did they go? (2) Repeat for next year? (3) If so, any 
changes? (4) Do we have a, “How To,” doc in our Drive? 

a.​ Family Science Night (Rudy): 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A48A5AE2BABFE3-parking#/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1HIqWXP6ENk8bPCxUKoocofJCuDbQNqy7
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EsIEdXH1WzGb-5fui5MHoLFNpRbCcSn9cCXcyJwkjLA/edit?gid=1027256117#gid=1027256117
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EsIEdXH1WzGb-5fui5MHoLFNpRbCcSn9cCXcyJwkjLA/edit?gid=1027256117#gid=1027256117
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A48A5AE2BABFE3-parking
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b.​ Adult Crossing Guard Appreciation (Grace): Everyone was *VERY* appreciative. 
These gifts were a real joy to give. Multiple people commented that they were so 
happy we went with a local company for gift cards. 

Treasurer Update  (Steve):  

1.​ Financials - updated “budget” sheet.. 
2.​ Neighborhood Grants: 

a.​ Molly: TLNA - they gave us $250 for this year 
b.​ Eleanore: MNA T-Shirts. Maybe instead we should ask for Science Night 
c.​ Lizzy: MNA Garden. Will write a grant for next academic year 

 

IMPORTANT ADDENDUM: 
Email from Ms.Wahl (Marquette & O’Keefe Strings Teacher) Note: Some emails 
incorrect - full email list below her email 

“Despite the $100 million referendum that was “not just about sustaining, but about 
thriving” schools and that was supposed to “ensure vital investments in staff and student 
programs”, and despite the opening of 420 units of family housing in our attendance areas, 
O’Keeffe will lose the equivalent of 3 full-time positions and we have heard that East will 
lose the equivalent of 8 full-time positions for the 2025-26 school year. When determining 
these staffing cuts, MMSD did not factor in the new housing units in the student enrollment 
projections for next year. This staffing reduction at O’Keeffe will result in the loss of:  

●​ 1 6th grade core teacher  
●​ 2 SEA (Special Ed Assistants) 
●​ 0.5 CC teacher (Special Ed teacher) 
●​ 0.1 Math Intervention teacher 
●​ 2 sections of art 
●​ 2 sections of maker space 
●​ 2 sections of gym 
●​ 1 section of orchestra 

  

We have heard that the 8.0 staffing reduction at East will result in the loss of:  

●​ 1 English teacher 
●​ 1 Math teacher 
●​ 1 Science teacher 
●​ 1 History teacher 
●​ 1 CC teacher (Special Ed teacher) 

Principal Inda fought against the O'Keeffe reductions and won back 1 full-time position 
(from the original cut of 4 full-time positions). There is nothing more that he can do. If you 
would like to share your thoughts about how these staffing cuts will affect your child(ren) 
or what you think about this decision with MMSD, here are some options: 

1.​ Contact the Board of Education 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1GZM2curwxwGEqQPlepNjhFAOB4Fjw2P_ACLM21whJVo/edit
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1.​ Speak in-person at the board meeting at 6pm on Monday, March 10 or 
March 17 at the Doyle Administration building (must arrive by 5pm to 
register to speak) 

2.​ Speak virtually at 5pm on 3/10 or 3/17 (register here) 
3.​ Attend the board meeting at 6pm on 3/10 or 3/17 
4.​ Submit written comments to the board 3 days prior to the 3/10 or 3/17 

meeting (here) 
5.​ Email the board members:  

■​ nichellenichols@madison.k12.wi.us (Nichelle Nichols, President) 
■​ mpearson2@madison.k12.wi.us (Maia Pearson, Vice President) 
■​ lsimkin@madison.k12.wi.us (Laura Simkin, Clerk) 
■​ ajmuldrow@madison.k12.wi.us (Ali Muldrow, Treasurer) 
■​ nkvander@yahoo.com (Nicki Vander Muelen, Member) 
■​ sjcastro@madison.k12.wi.us (Savion Castro, Member) 
■​ blfeltham@madison.k12.wi.us (Blair Feltham, Member) 
■​ mjfinando2@madison.k12.wi.us (Megan Finando, Student Rep) 
■​ cjli2@madison.k12.iw.us (Claire Li, Alternate Student Rep) 

2.​ Contact MMSD Leadership 
1.​ Dr. Joe Gothard jgothard@madison.k12.wi.us (Superintendent) 

Dr. Angie Hicks acrawford@madison.k12.wi.us (Assistant Superintendent for Middle 
Schools)” 

Here is the full list of folks to email. You can copy/paste: 

Nichelle E Nichols <nichellenichols@madison.k12.wi.us>, Maia Pearson <mpearson2@madison.k12.wi.us>, 
Laura Simkin <lsimkin@madison.k12.wi.us>, Ali J Muldrow <ajmuldrow@madison.k12.wi.us>, Savion J Castro 
<sjcastro@madison.k12.wi.us>, Blair Feltham <blfeltham@madison.k12.wi.us>, Megan J Finando 
<mjfinando2@madison.k12.wi.us>, Claire J Li <cjli2@madison.k12.wi.us>, Nicki K Vander Meulen 
<nkvandermeul@madison.k12.wi.us>, Joe Gothard <jgothard@madison.k12.wi.us>, Angie Hicks 
<acrawford@madison.k12.wi.us>, Jay R Affeldt <jaffeldt@madison.k12.wi.us>, Board 
<board@madison.k12.wi.us>, Anuradha Ebbe <aebbe@madison.k12.wi.us>, TJ McCray 
<tjmccray@madison.k12.wi.us> 

You can address to: 

Dear Superintendent Gothard, Deputy Superintendent McCray, Assoc Superintendent of 
Elementary Schools Ebbe, Assoc Superintendent of Middle Schools Hicks, Assoc Superintendent 
of High Schools Affeldt, and Members of the Board - 

 

 

 

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/mIxu6Yx4jduAQ3w_CqEE3g~~/AAAAARA~/hRWewQjMe8ncOZ2gL-KbWL8fSt5ow5ITIjFskyKM9IUAhn7u1wFj-3oSKu0Ts1wyhClajschftiZJH8wfafYasFAjueT8N9mUumlMPc3sz2tpxS2ZRYrjE0Mm5D-QqcgcuS7v7NzKKs8A0RfDt5vn2SgcEepwYO88pGToLlwQ39sACSqMbymo0VytBqn5AO8
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/eugrl6y4GhA9uaUF-bPt-w~~/AAAAARA~/hRWewQjMe8ncOZ2gL-KbWL8fSt5ow5ITIjFskyKM9IUAhn7u1wFj-3oSKu0Ts1wyyYhc0P8tbaj88jbed3tWkSDu6KcyW-d7sOHj4NyVZGY02JeXtKDACRV2cZvjm64YctAn5211HKAp92aIpcT99ArKHbkoUUjC4qn463e6f1NMeG4MD8Pg2KSE1Q-K8q2g
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/eugrl6y4GhA9uaUF-bPt-w~~/AAAAARA~/hRWewQjMe8ncOZ2gL-KbWL8fSt5ow5ITIjFskyKM9IUAhn7u1wFj-3oSKu0Ts1wyyYhc0P8tbaj88jbed3tWkSDu6KcyW-d7sOHj4NyVZGY02JeXtKDACRV2cZvjm64YctAn5211HKAp92aIpcT99ArKHbkoUUjC4qn463e6f1NMeG4MD8Pg2KSE1Q-K8q2g
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