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The overarching topic within which each teaching team has targeted real-life tasks, communicative and
pragmatic functions, and language forms for their instructional unit. Example: Personal fitness.
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Any of several aspects of the theme that represent an application of the theme to specific people, places, and
things and associated with sets of real-world communicative tasks. Examples: Personal fithess and personal
identity; the psychology of personal fithess; comparing the role of personal fitness in Chinese and American
culture.
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Any of several aspects of a sub-theme on which one might “take sides” or express a particular view and that
would represent a typical related topic, utilizing specific communicative functions. Examples: Personal fithess
and longevity; personal fithess and quality of life; personal fithess and personal confidence.
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Any of several aspects of a sub-topic that constitute elements of, or supporting evidence for, a point of view or
stance regarding a sub-topic. Example: Identity-related reasons people do or do not cultivate personal fitness.
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A sequence of communicative events that allow the speaker to fulfill functions associated with various life
contexts such as professional career, service encounters, artistic creation, etc. Example: In the role of a
reporter, conduct a series of interviews to gather information for an article on attitudes to personal fitness
among newly married individuals.
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An instructional sequence based on targeted communicative functions drawn from an authentic task, but
adapted for pedagogical purposes using a controlled catalogue of topical-relevant language forms. Example:
Each of your classmates has been assigned a fictitious personal profile. Interview one another to identify
patterns and trends in individual attitudes toward personal fitness, focusing on impacts on health, quality of life,
and confidence.
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A catalogue of targeted culture knowledge, communicative functions, and language forms (formulaic
expressions, communicative patterns and routines, etc.), defined for a specific instructional context, allowing
learners to fulfill communicative needs associated with a given task. Example: In order to conduct interviews
on attitudes toward personal fitness, one needs to be able to make use of relevant and appropriate language
forms to form a series of questions relevant to the task, such as “In your opinion, how does lifestyle impact
one’s health?” “Does gigong count as a form of exercise?” etc.
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