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[August 28, 2023 – Santa Monica]—Today, music industry powerhouses HYBE and Geffen Records 
revealed the 20 contestants from around the world who will be competing for a spot in the first-ever 
HYBE x Geffen Records global girl group. The young women from diverse countries were selected after 
more than 120,000 submissions since HYBE and Geffen announced the joint venture, HYBE x Geffen 
Global Girl Group Audition, in November of 2021. 
 
The one-of-a-kind joint venture marks the first time a major U.S. record label and a K-pop entertainment 
leader have combined their expertise in artist discovery, and music production to assemble, develop, and 
introduce an international girl group unlike any other. This also notably represents the first time a 
U.S.-based, truly global girl group will be created and modeled based on the world-renowned K-pop 
training and development system, under which the contestants have been quietly training over the last 
year in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
The years-long process of creating this one-of-a-kind girl group will be the subject of an upcoming 
untitled Netflix documentary series. With unprecedented access, the series will be a compelling 
portrayal of the journey to global stardom, including insight into the unique training and development 
program from HYBE and Geffen Records. It will be directed by award-winning filmmaker, Nadia Hallgren, 
who was at the helm of the four-time Emmy® nominated Netflix documentary, Becoming. The series 
produced by HYBE, Interscope Films and Boardwalk Pictures is set to premiere in 2024.  
 
Starting now, the 20 aspiring artists will participate in a world-class audition program titled “The Debut: 
Dream Academy”, and fans can follow the contestants as they embark on the audition program. The 
content will premiere on September 1st at 8am U.S. PDT on YouTube (Global), and ABEMA (Japan). At the 
end of the audition program later this year, the final members of the group will be determined, and the 
name of the group will be revealed. 
 
This groundbreaking global girl group will also be integrated into the Weverse fandom platform, ​
allowing global fans to closely follow the transformative journey of the 20 exceptionally gifted 
contestants in the audition program. 
 
At the press event, which took place at the IGA Studios in Santa Monica, CA, the leaders behind this 
unprecedented project, Bang Si-Hyuk (Chairman of HYBE) and John Janick (Chairman & CEO of 
Interscope Geffen A&M), shared the history and vision for the HYBE x Geffen Records partnership. They 
also offered insight into the upcoming girl group and how it will impact the music industry on a global 
scale. 
 
Bang says, “I have wanted to form an international group based on K-pop methodology for a while. To do 
this I believed we needed a capable partner. When I met John (Janick), from the first moment, we both 
felt instantly that we had a connection, musically and creatively. I am very proud of the rich history we 
have made and the tremendous talent we have found. I am proud of the opportunities we have created 
within the K-Pop universe." 
 
Janick states, “Since we began our partnership two years ago, Bang and I have often spoken about our 
shared beliefs in artist development, music and creativity. To develop a global group with Bang, with the 
best of K-Pop methodology, and our Geffen team, is truly special and will bring to life a first-of-its kind 
experience in music. Each candidate is incredibly talented, dedicated, and driven, making this an exciting 
moment for music fans around the world.” 

https://weverse.io/


  
Following the remarks by Bang and Janick, a panel of experts who were instrumental to the project held 
an in-depth Q&A. The experts included, Tom March (President, Geffen Records), Mitra Darab (President, 
HxG), Sungdeuk Son (Executive Creator, HxG), Humberto Leon (Creative Director), and Jay Ihn (Head of 
Creative Production, HxG). ​
 
The evening wrapped with the reveal of the 20 contestants from around the world competing for a spot 
at global stardom. An art film introducing the contestants and showcasing their talents was presented at 
the press event. Watch it HERE. 
 
Separately, “The Debut: Dream Academy” audition program content will be available to watch online. It 
will premiere on September 1st at 8am U.S. PDT on YouTube (Global) and ABEMA (Japan) and will span 
across 12 weeks leading up to the live finale on November 17th where the top contestants will vie for a 
spot in the final group. Fans will play a crucial role throughout the entire competition via fan voting on 
Weverse and TikTok.  
 
Alongside fan voting, a panel of experienced evaluators will offer valuable feedback and guidance to the 
contestants, playing an essential role in shaping the growth and development of these talented young 
women. 
 

PHOTO ASSETS HERE​
(Photo Credit: HYBE x Geffen Records) 
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About HYBE x Geffen Records: 
In February 2021, HYBE (formerly Big Hit Entertainment) and UMG’s Geffen Records officially announced 
their strategic joint venture partnership — an unprecedented collaboration between an esteemed U.S. 
record label and the leading K-pop and entertainment lifestyle platform company, brought together to 
create the world's first U.S.-based, global girl group modeled on the world-renowned K-pop training & 
development system. This marked the first time a U.S. record label and a K-pop entertainment company 
were uniting to combine their expertise in artist discovery and development, and music production to 
assemble, develop, and introduce a group from ground zero. The November 2021 announcement of the 
first-ever HYBE x Geffen Global Girl Group Audition that followed kicked off the historic JV. Combining 
HYBE’s global expertise to lead the discovery, training, and development of the group, fan content 
production processes, and engagement with fans around the world, with Geffen Records' extensive 
industry network and partners to oversee the music production, marketing, and global distribution 
operations, the JV aims to debut a new girl group that will transcend national, cultural, and artistic 
boundaries. 
  
About HYBE: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3IZKseVpdzPSBaWxBxundA
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/9zt2y9pigp5swmd5z1q5n/h?dl=0&rlkey=n55nwjxgjmsh0ayjyj8n82pss
https://bit.ly/HYBExGeffenPressEvent
https://dam.gettyimages.com/assignments/hybe-x-geffen-records
https://bit.ly/3KXCOzA


HYBE, rebranded from Big Hit Entertainment in March 2021, is a global entertainment lifestyle platform 
company that seeks boundless expansion in order to innovate the music industry. Ever since, HYBE has 
been expanding its multi-label system including BIGHIT MUSIC, BELIFT LAB, SOURCE MUSIC, PLEDIS 
Entertainment, KOZ ENTERTAINMENT, ADOR, HYBE LABELS JAPAN, NAECO, while HYBE AMERICA also 
manages its affiliate labels including Big Machine Label Group. In addition to the label business, HYBE 
established an integrated structure with its solution business that creates concert, video content, game, 
original story, and retail, as well as a platform business through Weverse, a global fandom platform. 
Composed of its three headquarters based in Korea, Japan, and the US, the company works towards 
bringing innovative change throughout the global music industry. 
   
About Interscope Geffen A&M: 
Combining the legacies of three of the most influential record labels in modern music history, Interscope 
Geffen A&M embarked on a new tradition of musical achievement with its unification on January 1, 
1999. Headed by Chairman & CEO John Janick, Interscope Geffen A&M is a major force in global music, 
developing chart-topping artists across a wide range of musical genres including rock, rap, pop and 
alternative. Interscope Geffen A&M is part of Universal Music Group, the world’s largest music company. 
  
About Netflix: 
Netflix is one of the world's leading entertainment services with over 238 million paid memberships in 
over 190 countries enjoying TV series, films and games across a wide variety of genres and languages. 
Members can play, pause and resume watching as much as they want, anytime, anywhere, and can 
change their plans at any time. 
  
For PR inquiries, please contact: 
HYBE x Geffen Records 
Ambrosia Healy, IGA ambrosia.healy@umusic.com 
Kristen Kanopka, IGA Kristen.Kanopka@umusic.com 
Nikki Crystal, IGA Nicole.Crystal@umusic.com 
 
For Netflix inquiries, please contact: 
Jackie Lamaj - jlamaj@netflix.com 
Joanne Park - joannep@netflix.com 
 
For media assets, please contact: 
Dominique Wright - Dominique@SpinLab.net 

 

mailto:jlamaj@netflix.com
mailto:joannep@netflix.com
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