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STATUS: Endangered 
POPULATION: estimated at 7000 
SCIENTIFIC NAME: Cephalorhynchus hectori 
WEIGHT: up to 110 pounds 
LENGTH: 4 feet 
HABITAT: Oceans 
 
Nestled in the coastal waters of New Zealand resides a captivating creature known as Hector's 
Dolphin (Cephalorhynchus hectori). Named after Sir James Hector, a prominent New Zealand 
scientist, these dolphins are renowned for their diminutive size and distinctive markings. In this 
report, we'll delve into the habitat, features, and the impact of human activities on this unique 
species. 
 

Habitat 
Hector's Dolphins primarily inhabit the shallow coastal waters of New Zealand, particularly 
around the South Island's West Coast and the North Island's harbors. These dolphins favor areas 
with strong currents and plenty of fish, such as shallow bays and estuaries. They're often spotted 
near the shore, delighting onlookers with their playful antics in the surf. 
 

Features and Characteristics 
Unlike their larger dolphin relatives, Hector's Dolphins are one of the smallest dolphin species in 
the world, measuring around 1.2 to 1.4 meters in length. Their most distinguishing feature is their 
rounded dorsal fin, which sets them apart from other dolphin species. Their sleek, gray bodies are 
adorned with unique markings, including black, white, and gray patches that resemble the 
patterns of a mottled sea sponge. 
 
Known for their sociable nature, Hector's Dolphins often travel 
in small groups, or pods, consisting of two to eight individuals. 
They're highly energetic and agile swimmers, capable of 
performing acrobatic leaps and spins above the water's 
surface. These dolphins have a lifespan of up to 20 years and 
are known for their curious and inquisitive behavior towards 
boats and swimmers.                                                                                                           
 

Source: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/hectors-dolphin


 
Impact of Human Activities 
Despite their charm and resilience, Hector's Dolphins face numerous threats from human 
activities. These include;  

●​ Accidental entanglement in fishing gear, 
such as gillnets and trawling nets, poses a 
significant threat to Hector's Dolphins. 

●​ Habitat degradation due to pollution 
and human development along coastal 
areas disrupts the dolphins' natural 
behaviors and puts added stress on their 
populations. 

●​ Increased boat traffic in their coastal habitats further disturbs their environment and can 
lead to collisions with vessels. 

 
 
In conclusion, Hector's Dolphins are a cherished icon of New Zealand's marine environment, 
captivating both locals and visitors alike with their charm and beauty. However, their survival is 
under threat due to human-induced pressures, particularly bycatch in fishing gear. It's imperative 
that we take proactive measures to protect these enchanting creatures and preserve their coastal 
habitats for future generations to admire and cherish. Through conservation efforts and 
sustainable practices, we can ensure that Hector's Dolphins continue to thrive in the waters of 
New Zealand for years to come. 
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