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Bureau Introductions  

Chair: Grace R. 

Hi, delegates! My name is Grace, and I am so excited to be your committee chair for 

RAMUN! I’m a senior, and this is my second year in Model UN. Throughout my time in MUN, 

I’ve debated topics like the ethics of deep sea exploration and the Somali Civil War, and I’ve 

loved exploring global issues from different perspectives.  Religious toleration is an especially 

crucial topic to discuss in today’s world, and I look forward to seeing how you approach the 

challenges and opportunities it presents.  

Model UN is all about diplomacy, creativity, and collaboration, so I encourage you to step 

outside of your comfort zone and engage with your fellow delegates to develop meaningful 

solutions! Whether this is your first conference or your tenth, I know you all have something 

valuable to contribute. 

I wish you the best of luck in your research, and I cannot wait to hear your incredible 

ideas at the conference. I know you will all do amazingly! If you have any questions, don’t 

hesitate to reach out. See you soon! 

 

Vice Chair: Calista P. 

Hi, delegates! I’m Calista, a senior at Rosary Academy. I am your committee vice chair for 

Rosary’s first conference! It’s my second year in MUN, and my favorite experience has been my 

very first conference where I learned so much about being confident to voice my opinion, 

discussing a solution with other delegates, and coming up with a solution together. Other than 

MUN, I am part of Rosary’s basketball team, Rosary’s track & field team, part of peer assistance 
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leadership, campus ministry, and actively manage a club that is based on serving the dear 

neighbor. I‘m looking forward to reading all your papers and having constructive and creative 

discussions in committee. Good luck! 

 

Please submit a PDF of your position paper to raunesco@gmail.com by 

11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, April 2. Click here for RAMUN’s scoring policies. 
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Background 

Throughout all of antiquity, religious toleration has been a consistently debated topic. 

Whether it be the persecution of Christians, which began all the way back in the 1st century CE, 

or the Spanish Inquisition, which targeted Jews and Muslims over a 356-year period beginning in 

the 15th century, a plethora of religious groups have been persecuted. The United Nations 

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has taken action to combat 

religious persecution and to inspire religious toleration on a global scale. 

Religious toleration in itself is the acceptance of other religions and beliefs and the 

practice of allowing people to think and practice them. The concept can be applied in a social 

context–allowing and encouraging diversity of thought—and/or a political context—government 

either not endorsing a particular religion or doing so but allowing for the practice of other 

religions under its rule. The importance of toleration cannot be understated: as UNESCO states, 

“it would be suicidal for society to say nothing at all about the cardinal virtue of listening to 

others and respecting their views, beliefs and customs.” It is needed now more than ever, with, 

for example, multiple wars occurring in the Middle East and an increase in Christian persecution 

to 1 in 7 Christians worldwide. As our world grows increasingly divided, we become 

increasingly more in need of tolerance in all forms. 

Though it may seem as though religious tolerance is practiced everywhere, religious 

restriction has actually increased in the past decade. There has been an increase in laws 

restricting religious freedom and governmental favoring of a certain religious group over another 

in the Americas, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Middle East-North Africa, and sub-Saharan Africa. And 

despite an overall lessening of political persecution of religion–though, as previously mentioned, 

3 



Committee: UNESCO 
Topic: Religious Toleration in a Divided World 
 
 
it has steeply increased in the past years–there has been a significant increase in social 

harassment and violence. Currently, religious restriction is generally highest in the Middle East 

and some parts of Asia. 

Religious persecution has wide-reaching, long-lasting impacts on both the religious group 

and the individual. Persecution encompasses all sorts of things—discrimination, harassment, 

violence, prejudice, etc.—and can lead to physical, psychological, and spiritual trauma. It fails to 

respect the fundamental human right each individual has to a freedom of expression, and it can 

fuel pre-existing social unrest. It stretches to all corners of the globe—increases in anti-Muslim 

policies in India and Burma, intense religious monitoring in China, the existence (as of 2019) of 

only four legally practiced religions in Eritrea, etc.—and will take all corners of the globe to 

come together to stop. 

Though it seems dreary, there is hope. Practices of religious tolerance are being fostered 

all around the globe: for example, the UNESCO Chair for Religious Pluralism and Peace allows 

for vital research for religious studies to be done globally, and various workshops have taken 

place around the world providing education on religious literacy and tolerance.  

UN Involvement 

UNESCO is a specialized agency of the United Nations created to encourage 

collaboration, education, and peace. Over the years, the branch has addressed a wide variety of 

topics, such as world heritage sites, education, cultural heritage, and international cooperation.  

​ UNESCO has taken significant actions to increase tolerance in an increasingly divided 

world. They established the International Day for Tolerance in 1996. One of the key arguments 

regarding the establishment of this celebration is the idea that tolerance is not merely 
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indifference or “tolerance” in itself: it is an active appreciation of diversity of thought, culture, 

belief, lifestyle, etc.  

In 2005, UNESCO published a report from the conference “Teaching for Tolerance, 

Respect, and Recognition in Relation with Religion or Belief” that it hosted with the Oslo 

Coalition on Freedom of Religion and Belief. This project specifically focuses on providing 

resources for education on religious tolerance and freedom, encouraging governments and 

educational institutions around the world to integrate the practice into national curricula.  

In 2009, UNESCO hosted the Ministry of Endowments and Religious Affairs in Oman in 

Paris, France, which produced an exhibition promoting interfaith dialogue and peaceful 

coexistence. Similarly, they’ve taken action regarding other specific religions such as their 2014 

public statement regarding the vandalism of mosques in Tripoli, Libya. 

The UNESCO Initiative on Heritage of Religious Interest works on preserving sacred 

religious sites around the world that are representative of the globe’s various cultures and 

traditions. The Initiative promotes the idea that religious diversity is essential to “conveying, 

expressing, and sustaining spiritual identity, meaning and purpose to human life, considering that 

these offer significant opportunities in a fast developing and globalizing world, as well as 

presenting serious challenges.” 

These are only some of the multitudinous actions that UNESCO has taken regarding 

religious tolerance and tolerance overall. Ultimately, this branch of the UN is expressly dedicated 

to ensuring the equality and fair treatment of all religious groups. 
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Regional Groups of Member States 

Africa: Africa is one of the most highly religious places on earth, with around 95% of its 

population identifying as belonging to a certain religion. Although Africa’s reputation as devout 

and morally conservative might emit the impression that they are not highly tolerant of other 

religions, this is actually not the case; many studies show that religious tolerance in all regions of 

Africa is actually quite high. Among 34 nations surveyed in early 2024, 30 had 70% tolerance, 

meaning these individuals would “like” or “not care” if they lived next-door to someone of 

another religion. Sierra Leone is one of the most highly tolerant African nations; 77% of its 

population identify as Muslim and 22% as Christian. While most Africans in other nations 

devoutly practice their own religion yet encourage the practice of other religions, many favor the 

idea of making the Bible or sharia law over the pre-existing law of the land. 

​  

Asia-Pacific Group: The Asia-Pacific region is the most religiously diverse area in the world; 

thus, religious tolerance greatly varies throughout it. Singapore in particular is a large proponent 

of religious tolerance and acceptance, with many of its inhabitants practicing a type of pluralistic 

religion; for example, many Singaporian Buddhists worship Jesus Christ. However, Singaporian 

law bans Jehovah’s Witnesses from practicing their religion. The politics in South Asia have 

threatened religious freedom greatly; for example, there has been much violence and 

intimidation against Muslims in India and widespread violence against religious minorities in 

Pakistan. Many members of religious communities in countries such as Afghanistan, India, and 

Sri Lanka have reported experiencing some sort of discrimination or persecution based on their 
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faith. Ultimately, the Asia-Pacific group cannot be grouped into any one view on religious 

tolerance and freedom. Each nation has a very individual approach to the idea. 

Eastern Europe Group: The Eastern Europe nations are much less religiously tolerant than 

their Western counterparts; an average of only 30% of each nation’s population would willingly 

accept Muslims as members of their family, and an only slightly higher percentage would accept 

Jews. Additionally, these nations view religious identity as highly important to their national 

identity. Religious diversity is not high, and nearly half of the population of each nation views 

their religion as superior to others. However, this cannot be attributed to all nations: Hungary, for 

example, includes in their Constitution the ideal of recognizing the separation of church and state 

and the autonomy of different religious groups. Hungary not only tolerates but also has laws 

protecting the operations of various religious groups. 

 

Latin America and Caribbean Group: Latin America is a deeply Catholic region whose 

attacks on religious freedom and tolerance take form in a different way than others: many nations 

have laws restricting the operations of religious authority in the public sphere. Despite 80% of 

Mexico’s population identifying as Catholics, Mexican priests are subject to deep discrimination 

and harassment at the hands of the transnational drug cartels operating within the country; since 

1990, dozens of priests have been killed for preaching against the drug cartel operations. 

Indigenous religious practices are under particular threat in Latin America. There is a lack of 

ancestral land recognition, increased dispossession by appropriation, and forced conversion. 

Seven individuals were killed in Colombia for practicing indigenous religion; eighteen Chilean 
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attempts to vandalize indigenous religious property occurred; and 624 indigenous were displaced 

from their homes in Mexico. 

 

 

Western and Other Groups: Most Western groups have constitutional protections for freedom 

of religion: for example, the United States Constitution lists freedom of religion as a right in its 

Article I. In the European Union, the European Convention on Human Rights guarantees 

freedom of religion and belief. In Canada, religious pluralism is highly emphasized. However, 

there are countries where religious freedom is threatened. For example, the French Constitution 

guarantees freedom of religion, but in 2004, French law banned the use of “conspicuous” 

religious symbols in public schools, including wearing a hijab, which many Muslims protested. 

Overall, the majority of Western nations support religious freedom and actively practice and 

protect religious tolerance; however, as in all groups, there are exceptions. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1.​ What groups are most threatened by the lack of global religious tolerance? 

2.​ How specifically are these groups threatened? What kind of discrimination tactics are 

utilized most? 

3.​ How does the increased division in the world—military conflict, decreased international 

cooperation, civil conflict—decrease religious tolerance? Why is religion affected? 

4.​ How can religious tolerance increase in areas where one religion is largely dominant? 

5.​ What are ways that the importance of religious tolerance can be instilled early? 
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6.​ Is education an effective method of spreading tolerance? What specifically would be 

taught, and why would this matter? 

7.​ How can laws protect religious freedom while maintaining secularism in countries where 

secularism is important? 

8.​ Would laws alone be enough? Why or why not? If not, what more can be done? 

9.​ Why is religious freedom still not always granted when the modern world is so 

religiously diverse? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Works Cited 

“2022 Report on International Religious Freedom: Hungary.” U.S. Department of State, U.S.  

Department of State, 2022,  

www.state.gov/reports/2022-report-on-international-religious-freedom/hungary/#:~:text=  

9 



Committee: UNESCO 
Topic: Religious Toleration in a Divided World 
 
 

The%20constitution%20stipulates%20separation%20between,with%20them%20on%20c  

ommunity%20goals. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

Bandow, Doug. “Religious Persecution Around the Globe: A Guide.” Cato.Org, 3 May 2020,  

www.cato.org/commentary/religious-persecution-around-globe-guide. Accessed 8 Dec. 

2024.  

Baronavski, Chris. “Religious Restrictions Around the World.” Pew Research Center, Pew  

Research Center, 18 Dec. 2024,  

www.pewresearch.org/religion/feature/religious-restrictions-around-the-world/. Accessed 

8 Dec. 2024.  

Ben Jeloun, Tahah. “Tolerance: An Uphill Task.” The UNESCO Courier, 20 Apr. 2023,  

courier.unesco.org/en/articles/tolerance-uphill-task. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“Carleton University Center for European Studies (CES).” EU Learning, 2024,  

carleton.ca/ces/eulearning/politics/human-rights/case-study-headscarves-and-french-scho 

ols/#:~:text=In%20the%20fall%20of%202004,allowed%20to%20wear%20their%20head 

Scarves. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“Challenges to Religious Freedom in Latin America: The Cases of Mexico and Nicaragua, June  

2024.” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, June 2024,  

www.usccb.org/resources/challenges-religious-freedom-latin-america-cases-mexico-and- 

nicaragua-june-2024. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“Faith under Fire: Understanding and Responding to Religious Persecution.” Mission Eurasia,  

23 July 2024,  

missioneurasia.org/faith-under-fire-understanding-and-responding-to-religious-persecutio 

10 



Committee: UNESCO 
Topic: Religious Toleration in a Divided World 
 
 

n/. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

Földesi, Tamás (1995) "The Main Problems of Religious Freedom in Eastern Europe,"  

Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe: Vol. 15 : Iss. 1 , Article 3. 

Hairsine, Kate. “Religion in Africa: High Tolerance for Other Faiths – DW – 03/12/2024.”  

Dw.Com, Deutsche Welle, 12 Mar. 2024,  

www.dw.com/en/religion-in-africa-high-tolerance-for-other-faiths/a-68498876. Accessed 

8 Dec. 2024.  

“Heritage of Religious Interest.” World Heritage Centre - Initiative On,  

whc.unesco.org/en/religious-sacred-heritage/#:~:text=In%20the%20long%2Dterm%2C% 

20the,to%20contribute%20to%20the%20rapprochement. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“International Day for Tolerance: 16 November.” United Nations, United Nations,  

www.un.org/en/academic-impact/international-day-tolerance-16-november. Accessed 8 

Dec. 2024.  

Merritt, Eve Collyer. “Minority Faith Communities in South Asia: UK Government’s Role in  

Safeguarding Freedom of Religion or Belief.” UK Parliament, 25 Oct. 2024,  

lordslibrary.parliament.uk/minority-faith-communities-in-south-asia-uk-governments-role 

-in-safeguarding-freedom-of-religion-or-belief/?__cf_chl_f_tk=rSSzMC79IoV_StZZ8W 

6e4wyC3p_TBiV.thKpmXWOMjE-1736396141-1.0.1.1-gjCThfr5JHi4Xv.wnpH7.Hjxm 

Otx7eqcvNZlb_bfFlk. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

Mitchell, Travis. “A Closer Look at How Religious Restrictions Have Risen Around the World.”  

Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center, 15 July 2019,  

www.pewresearch.org/religion/2019/07/15/a-closer-look-at-how-religious-restrictions-ha 

11 



Committee: UNESCO 
Topic: Religious Toleration in a Divided World 
 
 

ve-risen-around-the-world/. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

Mitchell, Travis. “Eastern and Western Europeans Differ on Importance of Religion, Views of  

Minorities, and Key Social Issues.” Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center, 29 Oct.  

2018,  

www.pewresearch.org/religion/2018/10/29/eastern-and-western-europeans-differ-on-imp 

ortance-of-religion-views-of-minorities-and-key-social-issues/. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

Nardi, Dominic J. “Religious Freedom in China’s High-Tech Surveillance State.” USCIRF, Sept.  

2019,  

www.uscirf.gov/countries/china/religious-freedom-chinas-high-tech-surveillance-state. 

Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide - WWL Methodology.” Open Doors UK & Ireland, 7  

Feb. 2024, www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/methodology/. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“Tolerance and Tension: Islam and Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Pew Research Center,  

Pew Research Center, 15 Apr. 2010,  

www.pewresearch.org/religion/2010/04/15/executive-summary-islam-and-christianity-in- 

sub-saharan-africa/. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

“UNESCO Condemns Vandalism of Cultural and Religious Heritage in the Old City of Tripoli.”  

UNESCO.Org, 20 Apr. 2023,  

www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-condemns-vandalism-cultural-and-religious-heritage- 

old-city-tripoli. Accessed 8 Dec. 2024.  

Zeybek, Dr. Edip Yavuz, et al. “Averting Violent Extremism: Religious Literacy, Pluralism and  

Community Resilience.” UNESCO.Org,  

12 



Committee: UNESCO 
Topic: Religious Toleration in a Divided World 
 
 

www.unesco.org/interculturaldialogue/en/interculturaldialoguegood-practices/averting-vi 

olent-extremism-religious-literacy-pluralism-and-community-resilience. Accessed 8 Jan.  

2025.  

13 


	Advanced UNESCO Background Guide 
	Bureau Introductions  
	Background 
	UN Involvement 
	 
	Regional Groups of Member States 
	Questions to Consider 

