
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Morton District 709 Parents,  
 
The 2020-21 school year was unprecedented in a number of ways. For Morton District 
709 it saw our teachers, students, administrators, staff and community pull together like 
never before to ensure our students had in person learning for the entire school year. We 
are thankful for everyone’s effort and recognize that it took all of us to make it happen!  
  
Our efforts for the coming year included our continued advocacy through our state 
organizations and legislators for local control. Hundreds of school districts throughout the 
state participated in the #MakeitLocal twitter campaign to emphasize that school districts 
needed the flexibility to make decisions that best served the communities that they 
represent. We need that flexibility to provide in-person learning that allows us to get back 
to the instructional strategies and educational opportunities that create the deepest 
learning possible for our students. 
  
As we look forward to the 2021-22 school year we find ourselves in familiar territory. We 
realize that COVID-19 is something we will continue to live with for the near future, and 
need to do so without sacrificing the quality of educational opportunities our students 
deserve. Because of our success in 2020-21 and the commitment of the Morton 709 
community we are confident we have the necessary tools to take the next step toward a 
normal school year.  We are happy to announce that for the 2021-22 school year we will 
be back to most of our regular routines regarding lunch, PE, music and other educational 
opportunities. 
  
Should the rate of transmission of COVID-19 in our schools increase to certain levels, we 
have a tiered plan for mitigation outlined below. Just like last year, your diligence in 
sending healthy students to school will be of the utmost importance.  
  
We are looking forward to the upcoming year and appreciate your support of Morton 709!  
 

 
Morton District 709 Superintendent 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Parental Responsibilities and Rights 
  

●​ Parents have the responsibility to continuously monitor the symptoms of their 
children and not allow them to attend school if there are any COVID-19 symptoms 
without an alternative, non-contagious medical explanation. 
 

●​ Parents have the responsibility to immediately quarantine all of their children from 
school when anyone in the household is suspected of having COVID-19, is 
awaiting test results, or has tested positive. 
 

●​ Parents have the responsibility to communicate immediately with the school 
regarding any positive household case or exposure that occurs outside of school 
by completing the COVID-19 form. 
 

●​ Parents have the right to decide whether their child should wear a mask at school 
in Level 1 Mitigations.  Level 2 Mitigations or state mandates may require the 
district to mandate the wearing of masks. 
 

●​ Parents have the right to protect their children’s privacy with respect to their 
COVID-19 vaccination status. 
 

●​ Parents have the right to keep their child from being subject to COVID-19 testing 
by the school. 
 

●​ Parents have the right to request that their asymptomatic child be rapid COVID-19 
tested by the school when tests are available and the situation calls for testing, 
such as when identified as a close contact.  

 

 
Morton District 709 Mitigation Plan Rationale  
Several factors have been considered in the development of this plan. Consideration of 
guidance from CDC, IDPH and Tazewell County Health Departments, input from multiple 
stakeholders, legal and liability considerations, and consultation with superintendents and 
school districts throughout the state of Illinois  informed the plan's development. In 
addition, our internal review of data over the 2020-21 school year was important as we 
created a plan that serves the community of Morton by providing the highest quality 
education in a safe environment.  
 
Below are key rationale points considered:  
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQISe72bluAuNmbZ29ZaESk1mHWH8jiDpyl-Qgvk_ccRbROg/viewform?usp=sf_link


Health related Data - The data points below give perspective to the Level 1 mitigation 
strategies being utilized: 

●​ 60% (9600) of  Morton is vaccinated- This is 10% above the state of Illinois 
percentage and the highest community percentage in Tazewell County (TCHD 
presentation July 23, 2021) 

●​ 7% of that 60% (672) are in the 10-19 age category 
●​ As of August 3rd, there were 70 fewer cases in Morton for ages 20 and under than 

at the end of May 2021. 
 
Parents’ Role - We place great trust in our families to act in their own best interest 
and in the best interest of others. That trust on our part and that commitment on your part 
is what made last year possible. While we continue to respect the challenges presented 
by COVID-19, we are going to start to adapt to learning to live with it. We believe that this 
aspect of our school community is a strength that allows us to make decisions in the best 
interest of student learning as you ensure that healthy students are sent to school and 
sick students stay home.  
 
Flexibility - An important component of our approach last year was applying mitigation 
strategies as precisely as possible and not impacting those who were not sick or in close 
contact. With 7 schools to consider we needed to come up with a system and process 
that gave us flexibility to apply mitigations where and when needed, without needlessly 
impacting other individuals, classrooms, grade levels or schools.  
 
Masks - The CDC recommends the universal wearing of masks in school. When 
weighing both the benefits and negative impacts of masking we believe at this time that 
this decision is best left in the hands of parents. The CDC recommendations do not 
consider individual community health characteristics or the impact on school learning 
environments, nor does the CDC  recommendation account for the significant challenge 
of masks being properly cared for and worn in the school setting. Level 1 mitigation 
strategies take these factors into consideration as well as the health implications of 
COVID-19 on students in comparison with the variety of negative impacts that can be 
caused by masking in the school setting.  
 
Quarantines - In reflecting on quarantine data from the 2020-21 school year, it was 
apparent that we had many students that were learning from home even though they 
remained healthy throughout their quarantine. It became clear that we needed to keep 
more healthy students in school and designed a quarantine process for our Level 1 
mitigation strategy that not only keeps more healthy students in school, but is thorough in 
making sure those in close contact with a positive case and are asymptomatic remain 
healthy through daily screening with our school nurse. 

 



 

Morton District 709 Mitigation Plan 

 Level 1 Level 2 

Definition Level 1 is when the total number of positive Covid cases 
in the district are low, below 2%, and the cases are not 
concentrated in a single classroom, grade level, or 
building. 

Level 2 is when the total number of positive Covid cases in the district 
are high, above 2%, or the cases are concentrated in a single 
classroom, grade level, or building.  State mandates could also require 
the district to implement Level 2 mitigations. 

Wellness Checks Before sending students to school each day, parents should: 
●​ Make sure students are fever free. 
●​ Not exhibiting any Covid symptoms. 
●​ Not waiting on Covid test results. 

Disinfection ●​ Regular hand washing routines. 
●​ Daily sanitation of common surfaces.  

Additional sanitation of surfaces where there is a higher concentration of 
positive cases. 

Masks The CDC recommends universal indoor masking and 
parents will decide for their children.  Masking will be 
required on buses. 

Mandated masks wearing for areas of high concentration of positive 
cases may be used in classrooms, grade level, or buildings.  

Distancing Normal daily activity with 3-ft of distancing as possible.   Restrictions to normal activity, placing an emphasis on maintaining 3-ft 
of distance which could include: 

●​ Additional lunch periods. 
●​ Changes to classroom activity 
●​ Limitations on student gatherings 

Quarantining Symptomatic quarantines will be used for close contacts 
at school.  Students who have been in close contact will 
be monitored daily by the school nurses for symptoms.  
Healthy quarantines will only be used for household 
close contacts. 

Healthy quarantines may now be used in cases of close contact at 
school.   

 The indicator of 2% positive cases in the district is based on the district’s largest case count last year.  Positive cases across the district are tracked by classroom, grade level and 
building to identify areas of concentration.   This will allow selected Level 2 Mitigation strategies to be applied to specific classes, grade levels, or buildings.   

 

 



Close Contact Quarantine Guidelines 
Household Close Contact Identification 
 
When a student or family member becomes positive with COVID-19, all siblings in the 
home are considered close contacts who must be immediately quarantined under the 
Tazewell County Health Department guidelines. Parents must complete a school 
COVID-19 form from the website to report a household case.  
 
A representative from the TCHD will contact parents regarding the next steps and the 
return-to-school date. The TCHD will consider the person’s vaccination status, immunity 
status, and the household situation in order to determine a return date for the student or 
staff member.  
 
The school will require a copy of the TCHD return-to-school letter for re-entry into school 
and will adhere to the guidelines in that letter. On the first day of returning to school, the 
student or staff member must report to the nurse immediately upon entering the building 
for a symptom and temperature screening prior to being allowed to return to class or  
work.  
 
Close Contact Identification (in-school and non-household exposures) 
 
When a positive student or staff case has been confirmed, the principal and staff will 
identify all of the students and staff who were in close contact to the positive case during 
the past 48 hours prior to the onset of symptoms or 48 hours prior to the date of the 
positive test. 
 
In-school close contacts are specifically defined as: 

1.​ People who have been within 3 feet of the positive case for more than 15 minutes 
within a 24-hour period, regardless of whether or not any masks were worn and 
regardless of vaccination status, or 

2.​ People who have come in physical contact (ex: hugging, dating, etc.) with the 
positive case. 

 

The principal, school nurse, or other staff will contact all parents whose students are 
identified as close contacts and inform them of the following screening process and 
options. 

Symptoms Screening  
 
Once a close contact has been determined, the school nurse and/or other staff will 
immediately conduct a careful screening of each student. This will include taking 
temperatures and screening for ANY COVID-19 symptoms, including, but not limited to: 

●​ Fever (100.4 degrees or higher) or chills 
●​ Cough 
●​ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
●​ Fatigue 
●​ Muscle or body aches 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQISe72bluAuNmbZ29ZaESk1mHWH8jiDpyl-Qgvk_ccRbROg/viewform?usp=sf_link


●​ Headache 
●​ New loss of taste or smell 
●​ Sore throat 
●​ Congestion or runny nose 
●​ Nausea or vomiting 
●​ Diarrhea 

·        
COVID-19 testing is not required, but parents may elect to have an immediate rapid 
COVID test administered to their asymptomatic student at the school, if the school 
possesses such tests.     
  
Symptomatic Close Contacts: Quarantining 
 
After the thorough screening process, any employee or student who has a temperature of 
100.4 degrees or higher and/or exhibits ANY of the COVID-19 symptoms will be 
immediately sent home to quarantine. The quarantine will be no longer than 10 days from 
the point of last exposure, provided that the person is symptom-free for 24 hours (without 
medication) prior to returning. 
  
Symptomatic close contacts may return to school prior to the 10-day window only if: 

1.​ They provide test negative results and are symptom-free for 24 hours (without 
medication), or 

2.​ They provide a doctor’s written alternative diagnosis of a non-contagious ailment 
that accounts for all of the symptoms. (Ex: allergies, migraines, etc.) 

 
These requirements for symptomatic close contacts will stand, regardless of a person’s 
vaccination status. Upon return to school (on day 11, or earlier according to the above 
criteria), the student or staff member must immediately report to the nurse to be screened 
once again prior to returning to the classroom. The nurse will send home any students or 
staff members who still possess symptoms. Students without symptoms will be given a 
pass to return to class.   
 
Members of the same household of symptomatic close contacts will be considered 
asymptomatic close contacts and will remain in school and be monitored daily for 
symptoms, as described below. If any person in the household is testing for Covid, all 
members of the household must immediately quarantine until there is a negative test 
result for the person who is suspected of having Covid-19.  
  
Asymptomatic Close Contacts: Monitoring 
 
Students and staff who are identified as close contacts but show no fever or symptoms 
upon the initial screening will continue to be monitored on a daily basis for the duration of 
the 10-day window from the time of exposure, regardless of vaccination status. 
Immediately at the start of each day, upon entering the building and prior to entering the 
classroom, each person must report to the nurse for a temperature and symptoms check. 
 
Any close contact who begins to exhibit symptoms at home or at school during the 
monitoring period must quarantine immediately. These students will then be considered 
symptomatic close contacts and may return to school under the guidelines listed above. 

 



Remote Learning 
The use of Remote Learning will be limited in accordance with ISBE’s declaration: 

"Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, all schools must resume fully in-person learning 
for all student attendance days, provided that, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/10-30 and 105 
ILCS 5/34-18.66, remote instruction be made available for students who have not 
received a COVID-19 vaccine or who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine, only while 
they are under quarantine consistent with guidance or requirements from a local public 
health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health." 

 
Students that are absent due to medical reasons will be able to stay connected to their 
classes in different ways, depending on the duration of the absence.  Teachers will work 
with students to provide the best possible accommodations based on the individual 
details related to the absence.  All of these accommodations do not apply to voluntary 
absences. 

●​ Short term absences (less than 3-days).  Students can find class assignments 
through Schoology. 

●​ Longer absences (Up to 2-weeks).  In addition to accessing work through 
Schoology, students will also be able to utilize temporary remote learning with their 
teacher(s). 

●​ Long term absences (More than 2-weeks).  Educational resources will need to be 
accessed through Home/Hospital Instruction.  

 

Students with Disabilities 
Parents of students who need accommodations, modifications, or assistance related to 
COVID-19 safety protocols, disabilities, underlying medical conditions, or weakened 
immune systems should contact their student’s case manager to discuss his/her need(s). 
 

Students that are medically unable to attend for an extended period of time will need to 
follow the procedures for home/hospital services pursuant to  105 ILCS 5/14-13.0. 

Home/Hospital Instruction 

 

 

 
  

 

http://link.isbe.net/c/6/?T=OTAyMDg4NDQ%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLThmOTY0ZGE4NjhjNjQ4ZDZhZmY1MjE3MTQyMTgzYmE4%3AdHJveS50ZWF0ZXJAbWN1c2Q3MDkub3Jn%3AY29udGFjdC0xMzhkMTI4NDZkZjRlYTExYTgxNjAwMGQzYTU5MTNiZC0wYjVjNDJjOGVlMDA0MDc4YmEwNmE3N2YxMzViYmEwOQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaWxnYS5nb3YvbGVnaXNsYXRpb24vaWxjcy9mdWxsdGV4dC5hc3A_RG9jTmFtZT0wMTA1MDAwNTBLMTAtMzAmX2NsZGVlPWRISnZlUzUwWldGMFpYSkFiV04xYzJRM01Ea3ViM0puJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMTM4ZDEyODQ2ZGY0ZWExMWE4MTYwMDBkM2E1OTEzYmQtMGI1YzQyYzhlZTAwNDA3OGJhMDZhNzdmMTM1YmJhMDkmZXNpZD0xZGFiNDM1MS1kZWUwLWViMTEtYmFjYi0wMDIyNDgwOGIwZDYjOn46dGV4dD0xMC0zMA&K=LVynSp6j3hoyqmwaqi_GsQ
http://link.isbe.net/c/6/?T=OTAyMDg4NDQ%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLThmOTY0ZGE4NjhjNjQ4ZDZhZmY1MjE3MTQyMTgzYmE4%3AdHJveS50ZWF0ZXJAbWN1c2Q3MDkub3Jn%3AY29udGFjdC0xMzhkMTI4NDZkZjRlYTExYTgxNjAwMGQzYTU5MTNiZC0wYjVjNDJjOGVlMDA0MDc4YmEwNmE3N2YxMzViYmEwOQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9pbGdhLmdvdi9sZWdpc2xhdGlvbi9pbGNzL2Z1bGx0ZXh0LmFzcD9Eb2NOYW1lPTAxMDUwMDA1MEszNC0xOC42NiZfY2xkZWU9ZEhKdmVTNTBaV0YwWlhKQWJXTjFjMlEzTURrdWIzSm4mcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0xMzhkMTI4NDZkZjRlYTExYTgxNjAwMGQzYTU5MTNiZC0wYjVjNDJjOGVlMDA0MDc4YmEwNmE3N2YxMzViYmEwOSZlc2lkPTFkYWI0MzUxLWRlZTAtZWIxMS1iYWNiLTAwMjI0ODA4YjBkNg&K=lrmmWhrheZKJhOnUzO7wYg
http://link.isbe.net/c/6/?T=OTAyMDg4NDQ%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLThmOTY0ZGE4NjhjNjQ4ZDZhZmY1MjE3MTQyMTgzYmE4%3AdHJveS50ZWF0ZXJAbWN1c2Q3MDkub3Jn%3AY29udGFjdC0xMzhkMTI4NDZkZjRlYTExYTgxNjAwMGQzYTU5MTNiZC0wYjVjNDJjOGVlMDA0MDc4YmEwNmE3N2YxMzViYmEwOQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9pbGdhLmdvdi9sZWdpc2xhdGlvbi9pbGNzL2Z1bGx0ZXh0LmFzcD9Eb2NOYW1lPTAxMDUwMDA1MEszNC0xOC42NiZfY2xkZWU9ZEhKdmVTNTBaV0YwWlhKQWJXTjFjMlEzTURrdWIzSm4mcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0xMzhkMTI4NDZkZjRlYTExYTgxNjAwMGQzYTU5MTNiZC0wYjVjNDJjOGVlMDA0MDc4YmEwNmE3N2YxMzViYmEwOSZlc2lkPTFkYWI0MzUxLWRlZTAtZWIxMS1iYWNiLTAwMjI0ODA4YjBkNg&K=lrmmWhrheZKJhOnUzO7wYg
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Home-Hospital_QA.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+14&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=114600000&SeqEnd=120700000
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Home-Hospital_QA.pdf
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