
Liberty Hill ISD  
8th Grade READING LANGUAGE ARTS  

YEAR-AT-A-GLANCE 25-26 
*Some links contain district-adopted, copyrighted material or content specific to Liberty Hill ISD grade level teachers only. Not all links are active for public viewing.* 

Units of 
Study 

Suggested 
Timeframe Reading Focus Writing Focus Grammar Focus Unit TEKS 

*Bold indicates priority standards 

Fall Semester READINESS SUPPORTING ONGOING 
 LITERACY SKILLS 

Unit 1A - ​
Building a 

Community of 
Readers and 

Writers 

1st 
Grading 
Cycle 

 
27 days 

 

 
2 days 

●​Independent 
reading/choice book 

●​Annotation techniques 

●​Setting up the Writer's 
Notebook 

●​Setting up the Reader’s 
Notebook 

●​Quick writes 
●​Compose 

correspondence 

●​Types of sentences 
●​End punctuation - periods, 

exclamation marks, 
questions 

5E 
5F 
5G  
5H 

 5C  
10Dvi 
11D 

1A  
1B  
1C  
1D  
4  
5A  
5B  
5D  
5I  
6E 

Unit 1B - ​
Whole-Class 

Novel 

 
25 days 

●​Whole-class Novel 
●​Independent reading 

choice book 

●​Writer’s notebook entries 
●​Response to text 
●​Compose fiction 

analysis (ECR) 

●​Dependent Clause 
●​Independent Clause 
●​Simple sentences 
●​Compound sentences 
●​Prepositions 
●​Prepositional phrases 
●​Pronoun- antecedent 

agreement 

2B 
5E  
5F  
5G  
5H 
6B  
6C  
6D 
7B  
7C  
9A  
10C  

2A 
5C 
7A 
7D 
8A  
9B 
9D  
9E  
9F 
10Dvi 
11A 

1A  
1D  
5A  
5B  
5D  
5I  
6A  
6G 
10A  
10B  
10E 

Unit 2- Poetry 
Study 

2nd 
Grading 
Cycle 

24 days 

 
24 days 

●​Short-term inquiry to 
build context for poetry 
study 

●​Poetry (epic, lyric, 
and humorous)  

●​Paired texts 
●​Independent 

reading/choice book 

●​Writer's Notebook entries 
●​Reader's Notebook 

entries/response to text 
●​Compose original 

poem on the topic of 
choice 

●​Subject-verb agreement 
●​Appropriate use of verb 

tenses 
●​Active voice 
●​Passive voice 

2B  
5D  
5F  
5H  
6B  
6C 
9A  
10Dii  

7A 
8B 
9B  
9C 
9D 
9F 

1C  
1D  
5E 
6A 
6G 
10E  
11A  
12A  
12J 

Unit 3  
Analyzing 

3rd 
Grading 
Cycle 

27 days 
●​Argumentative texts 
●​Paired texts with 

opposing viewpoints 

●​Writer's Notebook entries  
●​Short-constructed 

response  

●​Subordinating conjunctions 
●​Correlating conjunctions 

such as: either/or and 

2B 
5F 
5G  
5H 

2A  
2C 
8G  
9B  

1A  
1C 
6F  
6H  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BNAKLsCwhZHNIEl7K4DbDO_gxO3AywoSf1h_rSTXsrI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BNAKLsCwhZHNIEl7K4DbDO_gxO3AywoSf1h_rSTXsrI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BNAKLsCwhZHNIEl7K4DbDO_gxO3AywoSf1h_rSTXsrI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BNAKLsCwhZHNIEl7K4DbDO_gxO3AywoSf1h_rSTXsrI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BNAKLsCwhZHNIEl7K4DbDO_gxO3AywoSf1h_rSTXsrI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JG63sz-a_v9cS0QphrcJdjIwbX5k6dCcSMLbujP5duU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JG63sz-a_v9cS0QphrcJdjIwbX5k6dCcSMLbujP5duU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JG63sz-a_v9cS0QphrcJdjIwbX5k6dCcSMLbujP5duU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17VLbhoqM2GK81a0yW1EfhmLM4u_yHmiribwFAMYotUE/edit#slide=id.g251ac1a6873_0_103
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JXSMZ2MrCq5H3f8lqcwKbdzDE_d3T8syM7Eh-wNeqb8/edit#slide=id.g251ac1a6873_0_177
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/19CFLKR11FmyuC6dB_Q_Knk2sDb8jEvOPgMN_jyvuHEQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1X4bWuxVb8StRVIKRmZpsr4o1VHlZuprMWgtvKEX5Pfc/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1X4bWuxVb8StRVIKRmZpsr4o1VHlZuprMWgtvKEX5Pfc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WWdbB-t1fIqvPDBL-8BvQYa6EjMk_ZvzxtgVpKwhbCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WWdbB-t1fIqvPDBL-8BvQYa6EjMk_ZvzxtgVpKwhbCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZTiNerEJYECdFPlsDvHnEnTOYKgGzIf05M39s8HS0w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZTiNerEJYECdFPlsDvHnEnTOYKgGzIf05M39s8HS0w/edit?usp=sharing


Arguments 
 

 
27 days 

●​Independent reading/ 
choice book 

●​Compose an argument 
essay  

neither/nor 
●​Complex sentences 

6B  
6C  
6D 
8E  
8Ei  
8Eii  
8Eiii  
9A  
10C  
10Di  
11C  

9C  
9F  
9G 
 

6I  
6J  
10E 

Spring Semester 

Unit 4-  
Analyzing 

Informational 
Texts  

 

4th 
Grading 
Cycle 

 
27 days 

27 days 

●​Informational text 
(traditional, 
contemporary, 
classical, and diverse 
texts)   

●​Research projects 
●​Infographics 
●​Multimodal and Digital 

texts 
●​TED Talks 
●​Independent reading/ 

choice book 

●​Writer's Notebook entries  
●​Short-constructed 

response 
●​Podcasts 
●​Infographics  
●​Research projects  
●​Compose informational 

extended- constructed 
response  

Capitalization rules for 
proper nouns: 
●​Abbreviations 
●​Initials 
●​Acronyms 
●​Organizations  
 
Punctuation rules for: 
●​Colons 
●​Parentheses 
●​Commas 

2B  
5F  
5G  
5H 
6B  
6C  
6D  
8Di,  
8Dii 
8Diii  
9A  
10C  
11B 

2C 
5C 
8F 
9B  
9C  
9F  
10Dv 
10Dvi  
 

1B  
1D 
10E  
12A  
12B  
12C 
12D  
12E  
12F  
12G  
12H  
12I   
12J 

Unit  5A -  
Short Term 
Inquiry & 

Drama Study 
 

5th 
Grading 
Cycle 

 
25 days 

 
12 days 

●​Short-term inquiry to  
build context for drama 
study 

●​Drama (traditional, 
contemporary, 
classical, and diverse 
texts)  

●​Independent reading/ 
choice book 

●​Writer's Notebook entries 
●​Reader's Notebook 

entries/response to text 
●​Compose 

Short-constructed 
Response- analyze 
drama 

Spelling rules: 
●​its/it’s 
●​affect/effect 
●​there/their/ they’re 
●​two/too/to 

2B  
5F 
5H  
6B  
6C  
6H  
7B  
7C 
7D  
10Dvii  

2C 
5C 
7A 
8A 
8C  

1C  
1D 
5D 
6G 
12A  
12J 

Unit 5B Strategic 
Reading and 

Writing  (Testing 
as Genre) 

 
13 days 

●​Paired texts 
●​Sample STAAR format 

questions (Reading, 
Revising, Editing) 

●​Review 
STAAR-assessed 
genres: informational, 
argumentative, 
correspondence  

Review: 
●​Avoiding sentence 

fragments 
●​Avoiding sentence run-ons 
●​Avoiding comma splices 

STAAR Assessed TEKS 

STAAR Assessment Window 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZTiNerEJYECdFPlsDvHnEnTOYKgGzIf05M39s8HS0w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wkYdT8C08w4iCaQFOnvgIKqq_1MPVozeVStxcPRbCQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wkYdT8C08w4iCaQFOnvgIKqq_1MPVozeVStxcPRbCQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wkYdT8C08w4iCaQFOnvgIKqq_1MPVozeVStxcPRbCQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wkYdT8C08w4iCaQFOnvgIKqq_1MPVozeVStxcPRbCQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18Gg4gR42vdg4D3q1ZLqKdWhcspfJZvQKmfqwgILPyOM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18Gg4gR42vdg4D3q1ZLqKdWhcspfJZvQKmfqwgILPyOM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18Gg4gR42vdg4D3q1ZLqKdWhcspfJZvQKmfqwgILPyOM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18Gg4gR42vdg4D3q1ZLqKdWhcspfJZvQKmfqwgILPyOM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fc_kJQGD05AJoBufBLq32zN4p4L1_t23?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fc_kJQGD05AJoBufBLq32zN4p4L1_t23?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fc_kJQGD05AJoBufBLq32zN4p4L1_t23?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fc_kJQGD05AJoBufBLq32zN4p4L1_t23?usp=drive_link


Unit 6 - 
Book Club 

 
6th 

Grading 
Cycle 

27 days 

 
27 days 

●​Book Club 
●​Independent 

reading/choice book 

●​Reader's Notebook 
entries/response to text 

●​Compose original fiction 
●​Compose vlog, blog, 

podcast, or infographic 
to demonstrate 
analysis of whole-class 
novel study 

●​Sentence variety 
●​Parallel structure 

5E 
5F  
5H  
6B  
6C  
9A  
10C   
11B  

5C  
9B  
9C  
9D  
9E  
9F 
10D 

1A  
1C  
1D  
3A  
4 
5A  
5B  
5I  
6A  
6F  
6G  
10E 

Resources 

TEKS Guide by TEA 
HMH Teacher Edition 

 LHISD Novel List - Secondary RLA
DBQ Online 

NMSI 
Patterns of Power 6-8 

TEKS Power Pairs* (new) 
 
DCA Timeline (dates can change due to unforeseen circumstances)  
 
8th RLA DCA U1-Fiction Analysis 25-26 → Aug 26-Sept 12 
8th RLA DCA Unit 2- Poetry Analysis 25-26 → Oct. 6-30 
8th RLA DCA Unit 3- Argument Analysis 25-26 → Nov 18-Dec 12 
8th RLA DCA Unit 4 - Information Text Analysis → Jan 20-Feb 12 
8th RLA DCA Unit 5- Drama 25-26 → March 11-April 2 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lNX7VVicTx3hQjIg9q3R7x3hkVaIxIxIjmDAdlQd_qQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X2uQMbF5_PJdM_nYziiITEunMEtPqfIuyt0m8JAGgtc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X2uQMbF5_PJdM_nYziiITEunMEtPqfIuyt0m8JAGgtc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.teksguide.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mSVUY9NwHKM49BiOM8jj4frpm4A9tn-kG-LNPK8I2nw/edit?usp=sharing

