Timberland Bible Church BAPTISM

CONGFATULATIONS!

We’re excited about your interest in baptism. It's a decision that will change your life...
and your eternity. It's the beginning step of the Christian life, and it's our desire to get
everyone started off on the right foot.

To help you get that good start, we ask you to take some time & read through the
following pages. It includes a few basics that are important to know.

1. The Basics of Jesus. You know that Jesus died for your sins, but he also
committed his life to teaching some important things. And it's important not only
to know what he did, what he taught, but also who he was.

2. The Basics of Baptism. Baptism carries some important symbolism for
Christians. And not all churches baptize people in the same way. We want you
to have a full understanding of what the Bible teaches about Baptism.

3. The Baptism Video. This is something we do in addition to your baptism. This
is more for the people attending your baptism than for you. But we feel strongly
about its value.

After you've read through this packet, give me a call, and we’ll schedule your baptism.
It will be a day to remember.

Since this day will be a big day for you (you're starting a new chapter of your life), we’d
love to see you share it with people who are important to you. We encourage you to
invite family, friends, & neighbors to attend church with you on the day of your baptism.
It's a great way to let them see how important your faith is to you, and they can
celebrate your day with you.

I’'m looking forward to sharing your new adventure in Christ and growing towards
maturity along with you.

In Christ,

Pastor Andy
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The Basics of Jesus

If you’re at the point of desiring baptism, then you already understand the fact that we’re all in
need of someone to pay for our sins, and that the only person who can do that is Jesus. You've
got that. We want to round out your knowledge of Jesus by looking at 3 other areas of his life.

Baptism is about entering into a life long relationship with Jesus Christ, so it's important to know
some things about him. Who was he? What did he teach? Did he make any promises to us?
Below are some Bible verses that help answer those questions.

We'd like you to take time to flip through your Bible & read the listed verses. We’ve added some
simple notes to explain these verses in case they're not quite clear to you. Most of them are
pretty straightforward, but the notes might be helpful. Of course, you can read more if you want,
but these are the basics. When you understand these simple truths, you’re ready for baptism.
You'll spend the rest of your life learning more about Christ & maturing, but this is a solid
foundation.

Good luck with this sheet. If you have any questions, give me a call.
In Christ,

Pastor Andy

1. Who is Jesus?
e 1 Timothy 2:5
e John 17:3
e Acts 2:32

Jesus is God’s son and eternal life can ONLY be found through a relationship with
him.

1 Timothy 2:5 makes the distinct relationship between God and Jesus very clear.
God is the Father, and Jesus is His son... the one who makes it possible for us to
re-connect with God.

John 17:3 makes it clear that eternal life comes from knowing whom God is AND
knowing whom Jesus is.

Acts 2:32 points out that God has all power, and that Jesus was the first to benefit
from that power... God raised him from the dead. We hope for the same thing in the
future.
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2. What did Jesus teach?
o Luke 4:43
e John 3:16
e John 5:28-29

Luke 4:43 The theme of almost all of Jesus’ teaching was the Kingdom of God.
Even though the world is not perfect, God will make it perfect again in the future...
the Kingdom of God. Until then, we need to live as “Kingdom citizens” living lives
that are holy, becoming like Christ... but we ultimately look for the return of Christ
when Jesus will establish God’s Kingdom on earth.

John 3:16 Jesus also taught that the only way to gain eternal life (entrance into the
Kingdom of God) is by accepting Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Jesus is THE way.

John 5:28-29 makes it clear that Jesus taught that we look forward to a resurrection
after we die. It's after that resurrection that we get eternal life... not immediately
after dying, but at the resurrection... the final judgment. That's when we get into the
Kingdom or not.

So in summary of these verses... Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God is our
ultimate goal, that the only way to get there (eternal life) is through Jesus, and that
we get eternal life at the resurrection. Pretty straightforward.

3. What did Jesus promise?
Matthew 6:33

John 10:27-28

Matthew 6:14

Matthew 16:27

Matthew 6:33 says that if we make it our goal to live by God’s rules, then He will
take care of all of our needs. We need to trust Him.

John 10:27-28 says that if we trust Jesus with our salvation, no one can take it away
from us. The power of faith is stronger than anything in the world. The only reason
we could lose it is if we intentionally walk away from God.

Matthew 6:14 teaches that we need to forgive people who wrong us. And if we can
forgive other people, then God will forgive us. Forgiveness is a big deal to Jesus.

Matthew 16:27 is Jesus’ promise to come back to earth some day... literally. And
when he does, we'll all be rewarded for what we’ve done for God... that's what
people refer to as the final judgment.

I hope this hasn’t overloaded you. In fact, | hope that it's given you a clearer picture
of what Jesus desires for you personally. He wants you to place your trust in him
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and his plan for your future. It's a great plan, and your baptism is the first step in his
direction. I'm excited about your decision.

The Basics of Baptism

After you make a commitment to trust Jesus, you enter into a life-long relationship with God as a
Christian. A Christian (Christ's-one) then attempts to learn more about

e God
e His character
e His desires for your life and lifestyle

Many actions are mentioned in the Bible, but one specific & important action is baptism.

WHY SHOULD | BE BAPTIZED?

1. TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE SET BY CHRIST.

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.” Mark 1:9

2. BECAUSE CHRIST COMMANDED IT.

“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything | have commanded you.”” Matt. 28:19-20

3. IT DEMONSTRATES THAT | REALLY AM A BELIEVER

“...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.” Acts 18:8

“We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.” 1 John 2:3

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM?

1. IT ILLUSTRATES JESUS’ BURIAL & RESURRECTION.

“Christ died for our sins... He was buried... and He rose again.” 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

2. ITILLUSTRATES MY NEW LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN.
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“By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead... so also we may live a new life.” Romans 6:4

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer, it demonstrates that you already believe. It's important to
understand that baptism does not “save” you. You are “saved” only by your faith in Jesus.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith ... it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can
boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

Baptism is like a wedding ring — it’s the outward symbol of the commitment you make in your
heart.

WHY BE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION?

1. BECAUSE JESUS WAS BAPTIZED THAT WAY.

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.” Matthew 3:16

2. EVERY BAPTISM IN THE BIBLE WAS BY IMMERSION.

(Example) “... then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came
up out of the water...” Acts 8:38-39

3. THE WORD “BAPTIZE” ACTUALLY MEANS “TO DIP UNDER” WATER

4. IMMERSION BEST SYMBOLIZES A BURIAL & RESURRECTION!

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. The old life has passed away
and a new life has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:17

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?

1. EVERY PERSON WHO HAS BELIEVED IN CHRIST.

“Those who believe and accepted His message were baptized...” Acts 2:41
“Simon himself believed and was baptized...” Acts 8:13

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News ... and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women.” Acts 8:12

Belief always came BEFORE baptism. You believe first, then get baptized second. It's no use
baptizing someone who doesn’t believe. But on the other hand, belief isn’t really believing if you
refuse to get baptized.
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WHEN SHOULD | BE BAPTIZED?

1. AS SOON AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED!
“Those who believe ... were baptized ... that day! Acts 2:41

“Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they
came to some water, and the man said, ‘Look, here is water! Why shouldn’t | be baptized right now?’ Philip said, ‘If
you believe with all your heart, you may.” The man answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” So they
went down into the water and Philip baptized him.” Acts 8:35-38

There is no reason to delay. As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your life, you
can and should be baptized. If you wait until you are “perfect” you'll never be ready. That's why
we’re excited about your decision to be baptized!

Baptism Video

This is something new for Timberland Bible Church, but we believe it will be a fantastic
experience for everyone who either makes or views these videos.

Even though it may seem like a frightening experience, we feel like it is a very meaningful way
to make a public statement about your faith & your acceptance of Jesus Christ as your Lord &
Savior. And it really will turn out to be a fun process.

Every time we have baptisms, there are those who will hear the video testimonies & say to
themselves, “Wow, that's my story,” or maybe, “God surely is at work in that guy’s life,” or even,
“‘How can | know that awesome Savior for myself/”

Just think, if you were to share your story with one person a day, it would take you over 4
months to share with as many people as you'll reach here in one worship service on a Sunday.
But with that opportunity comes responsibility. Keep in mind that person who will be watching
who may be back in church for the very first time, or someone who may be here who has never
been to church before. We want to remain sensitive to them without watering down the truth of
our faith.

You'll tape your video at some point before the day you get baptized. So here are some things
to think about while you prepare what to say.

e Think short... no longer than about 1 minute.
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e Even though you will not be able to read from your notes in the taping, it is best for you

to write down your thoughts to prepare. Those notes might include...
o Introduce yourself

Describe your life before Christ

How & when you accepted Christ

How he has affected your life

(Optional) Thank no more than one or two people who have helped you in

your walk towards faith.

o Your public statement of faith... (for example, “So I'm here today to publicly
say that Jesus Christ is my Lord & Savior.”)

e Please don’'t mention denominations. It ok to mention if you were Jewish, Mormon,
Muslim, Jehovah’s Witness, or another religion. We’'ll clarify why when we meet.

e Please do not use this time as a platform for anything other than a public statement of
your faith in Jesus Christ. For example, it's not a time to announce an engagement, to
clear your conscience, or to focus on a family member, friend or Timberland. It is a time
to claim the name of Jesus Christ & share what he has done in your life.

O O O O

So... are you ready? You'll do great, and we believe you’ll be blessed by this process. We
know those who watch it will be.




