Queer Support group Good As You Bangalore celebrates 30 Years
with Sangamithra Launch and '‘GoodAsYou Gallery'

Bangalore, India — September 15, 2024: Good As You (GAY) Bangalore, a renowned queer
support group, marked its 30th anniversary at SCM House, Bangalore, with the release of the
10th edition of Sangamithra, their flagship publication.

Sangamithra 2024: Celebrating Queer Voices

This edition, titled "An Ode to the Past and a Nod to the Future”, captures three decades of
queer history, growth, and resilience through reflections from Good As You members and the
broader community. Marking three decades of community engagement, the launch of
Sangamithra, now in its 10th edition, was a central highlight of the celebration. Sangamithra has
long been a vital space for documenting the stories, experiences, and reflections of queer
individuals in India, offering a rich archive of the community's struggles, successes, and cultural
contributions. Excerpts from various articles were read out on the stage, with much passion,
humour and poignance. On this occasion, prominent Human Rights activist and long time
member of the group, Arvind Narrain said, “Good as You has over the last thirty years
functioned as a community-based organisation which is nonhierarchical and non-funded. This is
a remarkable feat for any organisation leave alone one without a formal structure. The range of
activist and social spaces for queer people in Bangalore can all in one way or the other trace
their ancestry back to Good as You.”

GoodAsYou Gallery: Human Books Share Their Stories

The event also featured the GoodAsYou Gallery, where sixqueer individuals from the
community participated in a dynamic "human library" session. Attendees were given the
opportunity to engage with these "human books" by asking questions as suggested in the
prompts for each the ‘human books’. The Gallery turned out to be an engaging session with
attendees getting to know personal anecdotes from the community members who have
experienced and shaped the queer culture in Bangalore. Some of the ‘human books’ were
Manish who is a Bangalore-based baker, Momo who is a molecular biologist, Joseleen Princy
who is a Business System Analyst at a multinational company, Praveen who is a
Bangalore-based visual artist, Patrick who has been associated with GoodAsYou since 1996,
and a participant who helps run a peer-to-peer support group for LBT* persons.

A Community Celebration

With over 200 attendees, the well-attended event was filled with moments of celebration, queer
joy, and meaningful conversations, marking a milestone in Good As You’s journey. Participants

left inspired, having heard a wide array of stories that highlighted both individual and collective

struggles within the queer community.



Sangamithra 2024 is available for a suggested contribution, with proceeds supporting Good As
You’s efforts to continue providing safe, supportive spaces for the queer community. The group
hosts both online and in-person support meetings every Thursday and can be found on
goodasublr@gmail.com and https://www.instagram.com/goodasyou.blr/
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