ARTICLE (MAO TU)
*+* P/N: Mao tir 12 tir dung trudc danh tir va cho biét danh tir Ay dé cap dén mot ddi twong xac dinh hay
khong xic dinh.
L. Indefinite Article (Mao tir khong xac dinh): A, An
*k% A an: 38 cap dén mot ddi tuwgng chung hodc chwa dwge xac dinh ro. béi tuong 1an dau duoc nhic téi
*#% A dirng trwedc mot phu Am hoac mét nguyén am c6 Am la phu am.
Ex: a game (modt tro choi), a university, a European
*#% An dirng trweéc mét nguyén Am hoac mot phu 4m cam.
Ex: an egg (mot qua trimg), an hour (mdt gio dong hd).
**% An ciing dirng trudc cac mau ty dic biét doc nhw mot nguyén am.
Ex: an SOS (mdt tin hi€u cép ctru); an MSc (mot thac si khoa hoc), an X-ray (mot tia X).
*#* Cach dung:
1. Truée mét danh tir s6 it dém dworc.
Ex: We need a microcomputer (Chiing t6i can mot may vi tinh). / He eats an ice-cream.
2. Trong cac thanh ngir chi s lwong nhit dinh.
Ex: a lot (nhiéu); a couple (mdt cap/doi); a third (mot phan ba) / a dozen (mot ta); a hundred (mot trim); a
quarter (mot phan tu)
*** Khong dung mao tir bat dinh(a / an) trong cac truong hop sau:
1. Trwéc danh tir s6 nhiéu 2. Truwée danh tir khong dém dwoge
Ex: He gave us good advice (Ong ta cho chiing t6i nhitng 11 khuyén hay).
I write on paper (T6i ghi trén gidy)
3.Truéc tén goi cac bira an, trir phi c6 tinh tir dirng trwée cac tén goi dé
Ex: They have lunch at eleven (ho dung com trua lac 11 gio)
But: You gave me a delicious dinner (ban di cho t6i mot bita in tdi that ngon miéng).
I1. Definite Article (Mao tir xdc dinh) - THE
*** Dung "the" khi danh tir chi d6i twong duoc ca | ngudi noi 13n ngudi nghe biét rd ddi tuong nao d6 (dwec
nhic lai) , dung cho ca danh tir dém dwore (s6 it 13n s6 nhiéu) va danh tir khéng dém duoc..
Ex: The truth (su that) / The bicycle (mot chiéc xe dap) / The bicycles (nhiing chiéc xe dap)
*#* Cach dung:
1/ Khi vat thé hay nhém vét thé 1a duy nhat hoic dwgce xem la duy nhat
Ex: The sun (mit troi); the sea (bién ca) / The world (thé gidi); the earth (qua dat)
2/ Truwéc mt danh tir, véi diéu kién danh tir nay vira méi dwoc dé cap truée do.
Ex: I saw a beggar.The beggar looked curiously at me.
(T6i thdy mot nguoi an xin. Ngudi in xin Ay nhin t6i v6i vé to mo)
3/ Truwéc mdt danh tir, véi didu kién danh tir nay dwoc xac dinh bing mdt cum tir hoic mdt ménh dé.
Ex: The girl in uniform (C6 gai mic dong phuc). / The mechanic that I met (Ngudi tho may ma t6i di gap).
The place where I waited for him (Noi ma t61 doi anh ta).
4/ Trudce so sanh cuc Célp, Trwéc first (thir nhét), second (thi nhi), only (duy nhat).... khi céc tir nay dugc
dung nhuw tinh tir hay dai tir.
Ex: The first day (ngay dau tién). / The best time (thoi gian thuan tién nhét). / The only way (cach duy nhét)
5/ The + Tinh tirtwgng trung cho mgt nhom nguoi
Ex: The old (nguoi gia); the rich and the poor (nguoi giau va nguoi ngheo)
6/ The dung Trudc nhirng danh tir riéng chi bién, séng, quan dao, diy nii, tén goi s6 nhiéu ciia cic nudérc, sa
mac, mién. Ex: The Pacific (Thai Binh Duong);The Netherlands (Ha Lan)
7/ The + ho (¢ s6 nhiéu)nghia 1a Gia dinh ...
Ex: The Smiths = Gia dinh Smith (v chdng Smith va cac con)
Khong dung mao tir xac dinh - THE
1/ Trwée tén qudc gia, tén chiu luc, tén niii, tén hd, tén dwong.
Ex: Europe (Chau Au),), France (Phap qudc), Downing Street (Phd Downing)
2/ Sausd hiru tinh tir(possessive adjective) hoic sau danh tir ¢ sé hiru cach(possessive case) .
Ex: My friend, chir khong n6i My the friend. / The girl's mother = the mother of the girl (Me cua c6 gai)
3/ Trwéc tén goi cac bira in. Ex: They invited some friends to dinner. (Ho mdi vai ngudi ban dén an tdi)
4. Go to bed/hospital/church/school/ work/prison (Pi ngt/di ndm bénh vién/di 1&/di hoc/di lam/ di tu),
But: They went to the school to see their children's teacher(Ho dén trudng dé gip thiy cua con ho)
She will get a bus at the church (C6 ta s& don xe buyt & chd nha tho).




BAI TAP MAO TU - ARTICLE EXERCISES
I/ ARTICLES: A, AN, THE OR O(nothing).
Exercise 1. Put "an", "a", "the" or O (nothing):

1. My birthday is Sunday afternoon.
2. It doesn't often snow here at Christmas. We haven't had White Christmas for many years.
3. We came here in summer of 1969.
4. Thanks giving is in November. The Church of England dates from year 1534. I like driving
at _ night. The roads are quite. Oh, [ don't like driving in _ park. I'd rather travel during __ day.
5. Are you doing anything at weekend? + I don't think so. Well, come over on Sunday.
6. meals we had weren't very good. We had  breakfast in the hotel and that wasn't too bad. We usually went
out for lunch because lunch they served in the hotel was always the same dinner we had in
our first evening was pretty a few, so we tried a few restaurants. On our last evening we had marvelous
dinner in a Chinese restaurant, but that was an exception.
7. Rita plays violin and her sister plays guitar.
8. On our trip to Spain, we crossed Atlantic Ocean.
9. David attended Princeton University.
10. Florida State University is smaller than University of Florida
I1. chair that you are sitting in is broken.
12. Civil War was fought in United States between 1861 and 1865.
13. big books on table are for my history class.
Exercise 2. Write a or an in the space:
1. unreasonable decision 6. X- ray 11. elephant
2. universal problem 7. UFO. 12. hospital
3. unit of work. 8. T shirt 13. BBC programme
4. eucalyptus tree 9. happy girl 14. UNESCO worker
5. honorable man. 10. H-bomb
Exercise 3. Put in a, an or some or leave a space:
1. Have you got camera? 2. Would you like to be actor.
3. Bill's got big feet. 4. Do you collect stamps?
5. Tom always gives Ann flowers on her birthday.
6. Those are really nice trousers. Where did you get them?
7. What beautiful garden! 8. What lovely children!
9. birds, for example the penguin, cannot fly.
10. Jack has got very long legs, so he's fast runner.
11. You need visa to visit foreign countries, but not all of them .
12. I'm going shopping. I'm going to get new clothes.
13. Jane is teacher. Her parents were teachers too.
14. When we reached the city centre, shops were still open but most of them were already closed.
15. Do you enjoy going to concerts? 16. When I was child, I used to be very shy.
Exercise 4. Put suitable articles into blanks:
1. John is teacher. He's teaching in school in London.
Every morning, he gets up at 7 o'clock, has breakfast and cup of coffee. Then he goes to
work by bus. He has lunch at restaurant (near school). In the afternoon he works until 5 or
5.30 and then goes home. He doesn't work on Saturday or Sunday. He goes to cinema or
theatre. John has sister in Oxford and brother in London.
2. There are millions of stars in space. 3. I'm going away at end of this month.
4. The sun is star. 5. What did you have for breakfast?
6. Have you got car? 7. How much are those potatoes? 1.20 kilo.
8. Can you think rich should pay more taxes to help poor?

Exercise 5. Put suitable articles into blanks:
1. Heis honest person. 2. My father went out to sea when he was 14.



3. When do you hope to go to university? 4. There's a strike at hospital.

5.Heis one-eyed man. 6. There's onion left in the fridge.
7. This is useful method of learning English. 8. I've got uncle.
9. Your shoes are under bed. 10. There's a splendid view of Lake Geneva from his hotel.

Exercise 6. Choose the correct answer:

1. The British Prime Minister live in Downing Street / the Downing Street.

2. One of the nicest parks in London is St. James's Park/the St. James's Park, which is very near Buckingham
Palace / the Buckingham Palace.

3. Frank is a student at Liverpool University / the Liverpool University.

. Mr. Jenkins reads Daily Telegraph / the Daily Telegraph but his wife reads Times / the Times.

. We flew from London to Orly Airpot / the Orly Airpot in Paris.

. Mary and Peter got married in St. Matthew's Church / the Matthew's Church.

. Some children hate school / the school.

. After leaving school / the school, Nora worked as a cleaner in hospital / at the hospital

9. All over the world, people are in prison / the prison because of their political beliefs.

10. The other day the fire-brigade had to go to prison / the prison to put out a fire.

11. On the way to London we passed through a small village with an old church. We stopped to visit church / the
church. It was a beautiful building.

12. John's mother is a regular churchgoer. She goes to church/the church every Sunday. John himself doesn't go to
church / the church.

13. Apples / the apples are good for you.

14. Women / the women are often better teachers then men/the men.

15. In Britain coffee / the coffee is more expensive than tea/the tea.

16. Most people/the most people still believe that marriage/the marriage and family life / the family life are the
basic of our society.

17. Life / the life would be very difficult without electricity / the electricity.

18. Skiing / the skiing is my favourite sport but I also like swimming / the swimming.

19. Second World War / the Second World Ward ended in 1945.

20. Don't stay in that hotel. Beds / the beds are very uncomfortable.

Exercise 7. Put suitable articles into blanks if necessary:

03N L

1. After lunch, we went for wall by sea. 2. Don't sit on ground. It's wet.

3.0n Sunday my father stay in bed till ten o'clock reading Sunday paper.

4. He's got job in South and spent next two years doing work he really enjoyed.

5. My mother goes to church in morning and in afternoon goes to visit friends.

6.  post man's little boy says that he'd rather be dentist than doctor because dentists don't
get called out at night.

7. This morning I bought newspaper and magazine newspaper is in my bag, but I don't know
where magazine is.

8. My parents have  cat and dog. dog never bites  cat,but _ cat often scratched  dog.
9.Welivein  oldhousein  middle of town. Thereis  garden behind  house.  roofof  house

is in bad condition.
Exercise 8. Which is correct or more likely, a/an or one? If both a/an and one are possible, write them both:
1. It weights over hundred kilos.

2. I only asked for pizza - I didn't want three of them.

3. I wouldn't allow child of mine to be treated in that way.

4. It only took us week to drive to Greece.

5. I've always wanted to own silver - coloured car.

6. sandwich isn't enough. I usually eat four or five

7. Policies differ from state to another.

8. Less than three quarters of hour later, she was home.

9. All of the competitors completed the race, with just exception.

10. She left home late morning and hasn't been seen since.

11. The best way to learn musical instrument is to find enthusiastic teacher.

12. Somewhere in the distance, bell rang.



1. MAO TU
Exercise 1:

KEY

1. nothing 2. nothing, a 3. nothing, nothing 4. nothing, nothing, nothing, nothing, the dark, the day
5. the weekend, nothing 6. the meals, nothing, nothing, the lunch, the dinner, a marvelous dinner.

7. the violin, the guitar.

8. nothing, the Atlantic Ocean. 9. nothing

10. nothing, the University

11. the 12. the Civil War, the United States. 13. The big books, the table.
Exercise 2:

1. an 6. an 11. an
2.a 7.a 12.a
3.a 8.a 13.a
4.a 9.a 14. a
5.an 10. an

Exercise 3:

l.a 9. some

2. an 10. nothing, a
3. nothing 11. a, some
4. nothing 12. some

5. some or nothing 13.a

6. nothing 14. some

7. a 15. nothing
8. nothing 16. a

Exercise 4:

1. a, a, nothing, a, nothing, nothing, the, the, nothing, nothing, nothing, the, a, a, nothing.
2.nothing 3.the 4.a 5.nothing 6.a 7.a 8. the,the.

Exercise 5:

1. an 6. an

2. nothing 7.a

3. nothing 8. an

4. the 9. the

5.a 10. nothing

Exercise 6:

1. Downing street
4. The Daily Telegraph .... the Times
8. school, at the hospital 9. prison
13.apples  14. women, men
17. life, electricity
Exercise 7:

1. nothing, a, the 2. the

2. St. Jame's Park, Buckingham Palace

18. skiing, swimming

11. the church

3. Liverpool University
5. Orly Airport 6. St Matthew's Church

10. the prison
15. coffee, tea

7. school
12. church, church

16. most people, marriage, family life

19. the Second World War

3. nothing, nothing, the

5. the, the, the, nothing 6. the, a, a, the, nothing 7. a, a, the, the,

9. an, the, a, the, the, the.
Exercise 8:

20. the beds

4. a, nothing, nothing, nothing
8. a, a, the, the, the, the

1. one 7. one
2. one 8. a

3. one 9. an

4. one 10. one
5.a 11. a, an
6. one 12. a

Good luck!




