
Navigating the Curriculum 



Welcome to English Language Arts in Newark 
Public Schools 

A Guide for New Teachers 

This two-pager is your starting point for planning and delivering high-quality ELA instruction 
across Newark Public Schools. Our curriculum is designed to support you with clear pacing 
guides, thoughtfully built units, and aligned assessments, so your focus can remain on 
bringing learning to life in your classroom. 

Each unit includes an Essential Question, Learning Intentions, Success Criteria, Daily 
Instructional Tasks, and embedded opportunities for feedback and reflection. Together, 
these components provide a roadmap for purposeful instruction. 

At the heart of every lesson is the Daily Instructional Task (DIT). This is the core work 
students engage in to meet the learning goal. Your lesson flow, from anticipatory set to 
closing, should connect directly to this task. Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
should be visible, student-friendly, and used daily to help students understand what they 
are learning and how they will demonstrate success. 

Strong ELA instruction centers on students actively reading, writing, speaking, and thinking. 
Feedback is grounded in Success Criteria, helping students refine their work and deepen 
their understanding. 

As you begin your journey in Newark, know that you are not alone. Ongoing professional 
learning, coaching, and collaborative planning are built into our system to support your 
growth. 

Together, we are committed to creating classrooms where literacy thrives, student voice 
matters, and every learner is supported to succeed. 
 

How do I access the curriculum? 

 K-8 ELA Pacing Guide SY 26-27
 9-12 ELA Pacing Guide SY 26-27

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQZMqbBFdCnI_XXKdDx7NraVQxbMII0079FtCYojNgc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gklHxFifp_LhJgtk-wZYTX8ofaIR4aL-d0vlj_rf4jo/edit?usp=drive_link


What are the key components of a unit? 

Essential Question, Enduring Understandings, Learning Intentions/Success Criteria, Lesson 
Components: Anticipatory Set, Learning Procedures, Reading & Writing, Direct Instruction/Modeling 
Instruction, Student practice and exploration (e.g., partner reading, annotation, quick writes, 
small-group discussion), Daily Instructional Task, Facilitating Conversations, Providing Feedback 

 



What resources can assist me with lesson planning? 

 ELA Academic Walkthrough Lookfors
 Lesson Implementation Guide 

What learning opportunities are offered to further my practice? 

 Office of English Language Arts PD Offerings SY26-27

Click here for more information regarding English Language Arts initiatives and 
expectations. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x3n1nJe7akxoxvNBBguz_BE4r3onjVIIYxplIsjV-PM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IeeUUnvwL_dN8RV_VNq-gS-cQVr5PSSt_X8yDyWcajA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1i73XzgxlYL1aie96PYs6H-X0X5fdfXflus7a8tMLEsw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KCU_FZHKleZO7IM8thDt5pew23q01F4NVJYFm7S6J50/edit?usp=sharing
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