
CYD YAIN Opportunities and RESOURCES 



 

  

 

YAIN Opportunities and Resources  

 Information on our next meetings can be found  on the Youth Arts Impact Network WEBSITE 

If you are looking for additional funding, we encourage you to explore other programs and services at the 

Council: Programs A to Z. We also have a monthly round-up of  Opportunities & Resources for Organizations 

as well as a standing page of useful links to reference when looking for possible funding opportunities. Review 

Mass Cultural Council Artist Opportunities and check out ARTSAKE for artist resources each week. 

See Mass Cultural Council Agency Dates AND  FY26 Funding Opportunities 
Join Mass Cultural Council’s Artist News, Community News, and Power of Culture email lists 

●​ If you need a creative space, a live/work space, or want to list one, see ArtSake’s Creative Space Classifieds 

●​ To list or to find a job in the arts and culture at HireCulture.org 

●​ As an artist or creative, create and update your profile on CreativeGround so others can find you! 

●​ Locate and/or join an open studio event in your community 

●​ Cultural Organizations: Be a part of Card to Culture – Rolling deadline.  

●​ Blog Posts: YouthReach Blog Post and YouthReach Final Report for FY24 - “Create, Connect, Catalyze: YouthReach in 

FY24”  Arts on Prescription Introducing the First Statewide Social Prescribing Solution in the U.S. Creativity & Recovery 

and YouthReach Awards of $1.87M to Support Creative Youth Development , YAIN Blog Post: Youth Arts Impact Network 

– Keys to Connection and Impact 

●​  Click this link for UPDATED CYD Mental Health Resources and Boston’s Mental Health Resources are here 

Sept./Oct.  2025 RESOURCES 
NEXT YAIN CONVENING 

JOIN US!  

We’re excited to invite you to our annual fall in-person convening at the Carol G. Deane Hall at the Calderwood Pavilion (527 

Tremont St, Boston, MA 02116) on Tuesday, October 7, 2025, from 4:30–6:30 PM. This gathering is an opportunity to 

celebrate and uplift the stellar work happening in our creative youth development sector, connect with peers, and share both 

your summer accomplishments and what you’re looking forward to in the months ahead. Light refreshments will be served. 

Masking is welcome but optional  👉 Register here to secure your spot.   We are committed to ensuring accessibility at all of our 

events. Please include any accommodation requests in your registration at least two weeks before the event, or we may not be 

able to fulfill them. For accessibility questions, email us at artsfund@edvestors.org.  We look forward to gathering in October! In 

the meantime, we’ll continue to share monthly resources and opportunities.  
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http://www.bit.ly/YAINresources
https://youthartsimpactnetwork.weebly.com/opportunities-and-faqs.html
https://massculturalcouncil.org/about/programs-a-z/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://massculturalcouncil.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2bb453ba999ee11711318320d&id=f39b185733&e=d51ce69de8__;!!CPANwP4y!QF1OAKHa2YBl8geMpg9O0XRu87yqY5BoTRttnLXpIyeJkWlTluDT2pCMitq_YyJVVUW7WzzjcRhGjBtDMIN23-1fx9JCWtbO$
https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/useful-links/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/massculturalcouncil.smartsimple.com/linktracker/link,dHR!H2ZEJBpeJW0bPWIBBjEoZjAVX3o1H2tUUkRNZF9d,V0lITlhTPV8CC1QHPhBbOS0iHwo8BQwsH2RcU0U*,d25XLmBuOAcrRFNRHBIIKAo3PFcmTyloH2JUVg__;fg!!CPANwP4y!XT9ssU4aFlZcAQAmkx51fu5aFXxNRtGjQ2CpAUvjKr3TO-sMuzkd0CKm8hOh0fDZWL-Z9tR367cf9tB83GmAzEblGgMX_r7z2c-Y$
https://artsake.massculturalcouncil.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/massculturalcouncil.org/culture-now/agency-dates/__;!!CPANwP4y!QgAnUMf1iZk4lEwh-bdJXymMz9C9R9yzLNCdLjfW3VwezPIeb49IktnTZPi9rBVXcEOz2-ueaALQgnkWZLxk0iUy9OFa_Sa9LA$
https://massculturalcouncil.org/programs-at-a-glance/
http://massculturalcouncil.us13.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=2bb453ba999ee11711318320d&id=4037593625
https://artsake.massculturalcouncil.org/creative-space-classifieds/
https://www.hireculture.org/
http://www.creativeground.org/
https://artsake.massculturalcouncil.org/category/open-studios/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/card-to-culture/application-process/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/create-connect-catalyze-youthreach-in-fy24/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/documents/Create_Connect_Catalyze_YouthReach_in_FY24.pdf
https://massculturalcouncil.org/documents/Create_Connect_Catalyze_YouthReach_in_FY24.pdf
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/introducing-the-first-statewide-social-prescribing-solution-in-the-u-s/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/creativity-recovery/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/youthreach-awards-of-1-87m-to-support-creative-youth-development/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/youth-arts-impact-network-keys-to-connection-and-impact/__;!!CPANwP4y!Vo0QvZq_9a-MLF2M9Lf35btUNZLLkK8364_IqaFTU9_H77FdD45JrWYj0Hscedpb__FJ8maxHMzpdeKJ2LG6jcJlog$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/youth-arts-impact-network-keys-to-connection-and-impact/__;!!CPANwP4y!Vo0QvZq_9a-MLF2M9Lf35btUNZLLkK8364_IqaFTU9_H77FdD45JrWYj0Hscedpb__FJ8maxHMzpdeKJ2LG6jcJlog$
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tZB8QpDiuuHfI24WYOqG1t7dYi3JmGXOTb9x9xAfdsc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.boston.gov/government/cabinets/boston-public-health-commission/mental-and-emotional-health
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/F6UGBmigJBVTrYXVA__;!!CPANwP4y!Va03lTt-UNbzwnyCmoh04tuX9ph-0KqJ4pT6_PwYp2Gbjqw8TBbJFGF-9ODvMeyXOP_Nt4Ee1UYEHzfG53Q211hwWw$


 

GRANT and RFP OPPORTUNITIES for Sept./Oct. 

DEADLINE: 9/5/25 The Peter and Elizabeth Tower Foundation has announced that their  guidelines for 
their  2025 Federal Crisis Response: General Operating Grants are now available.  This $60,000 
funding opportunity will support 45 youth-serving organizations working within their funding 
geographies (Barnstable, Dukes, Essex, and Nantucket Counties in MA).  The Tower Foundation focuses 
its work on behalf of young people, from birth to age 26, who have intellectual disabilities, learning 
disabilities, mental health issues, and/or substance use disorders, understanding that they often 
intersect and that focusing on one may not be enough. They recognize a generally adverse fundraising 
environment, threats (veiled and explicit) towards at-risk populations, and hostility towards diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. There are no restrictions on use of these grant funds, nor is there a deadline by 
which funds must be spent. See more here.      

DEADLINE: 9/15/25  The Visual Arts in Healthcare Program at Brigham and 

Women's Hospital (VAH@BWH) will host an international symposium from 

September 23-25, 2026: Bridging Visual Arts & Healthcare: Impact, 

Innovation, and Research. This symposium aims to build community between 

visual arts and healthcare through an exchange of methodologies and emerging research among health professionals, art and 

medical educators, and artists. The central focus of the symposium is to advance learning in a community of providers by 

effectively utilizing the visual arts to improve skills and effectiveness, teamwork, and patient outcomes in healthcare. The 

symposium committee welcomes proposals from healthcare professionals, art educators, arts and humanities scholars, and 

researchers, as well as students and trainees. They encourage perspectives that examine cross-disciplinary intersections or invoke 

theories and non-traditional methods.  Please email artsinhealthcare@bwh.harvard.edu with questions or requests for additional 

information. Click here to submit a proposal.  

INFO SESSION 9/18/25 FY26 ACV Grant Program Funding Opportunity.  DESE is working as 

a partner to support schools to use its Arts & Cultural Vitality (ACV) Index with supporting 

resources and offerings. This easy-to-use resource is a voluntary self-evaluation schools can 

use to examine your school community’s unique arts and cultural assets.  For several years, 

DESE has offered a grant program to help districts convene a team to conduct an Arts and Cultural Vitality (ACV) Review and to 

make and implement an ACV action plan. We now invite schools and districts to apply for the 'Supporting Arts & Cultural Vitality 

Teams' Grant, attend an Information, and learn more about the ACV Index and Grant Opportunity.  Register HERE for the info 

session. DEADLINE For the GRANT: 10/7/25 5pm.  

DEADLINE: 9/22/25 Massachusetts Geospatial Framework Grant: Massachusetts Geospatial 

Framework Grant | Mass.gov  Regional planning agencies and municipalities are eligible to 

apply. All other organizations may be subcontractors in the grant applications. The Framework 

grant funds should assist in creating, revising, stewarding, or making Framework data more 

accessible. The focus of the program will be government organizations that have struggled to 

develop and/or maintain that infrastructure. It is hoped that this program can provide seed capital for those organizations that 

will enable them to stand up the infrastructure, then maintain it going forward.   

 DEADLINE: 9/29/25 Making It Public (MIP) for Massachusetts Municipalities.  A public art training program 
inspired by Forecast Public Art (FPA) and co-designed by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s (MAPC) 
Arts and Culture Department and New England Foundation for the Arts’ (NEFA) Public Art Team, aiming to 
support municipal staff in commissioning temporary public art with more inclusive and equitable processes.  
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https://thetowerfoundation.org/what-we-fund/apply-for-a-grant/
https://redcap.partners.org/redcap/surveys/?s=7FE739LDHPR7AXDC
https://redcap.partners.org/redcap/surveys/?s=7FE739LDHPR7AXDC
https://www.doe.mass.edu/instruction/arts/acv-grant.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/instruction/arts/acv-grant.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2026/0718/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8451651/GRANT-FY26-ACV-Information-Session-Registration
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8451651/GRANT-FY26-ACV-Information-Session-Registration
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-geospatial-framework-grant
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-geospatial-framework-grant
https://www.nefa.org/MakingItPublic


 

Deadline: 10/16/25 at 4:59 p.m. Boston Cultural Council Organizational Grant.  This grant 
provides small and mid-sized organizations that are based in Boston or whose programming 
primarily takes place in Boston up to $10,000 to support general operating costs.  Learn more 
here.  

Deadline: 10/16/25 at 4:59 p.m. Opportunity Fund Planning a community-based project and looking for funding? Apply for the 
Opportunity Fund! The application is quick and easy.  Learn more here. 

 10/20/25 A.J. Muste Foundation for Peace + Justice: Organizing Grants  Grant range: Up to $10,000 The A.J. 
Muste Foundation supports grassroots movements committed to advancing human rights, building equality, 
and dismantling systems of oppression. Grants are available to U.S.-based activist projects fighting for 
systemic change, especially those challenging militarism, economic injustice, and mass incarceration. The 
Foundation prioritizes smaller groups with bold, creative strategies and limited access to mainstream 
funding. 

11/10/25 Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation  Grant range: $1,000–$20,000 The Max and Victoria Dreyfus 
Foundation supports community-based nonprofits across the U.S. where modest grants can have a 
meaningful impact. Funding priorities include museums, arts and cultural programs, schools, 
hospitals, youth and senior services, disability programs, environmental and wildlife protection, 
and other local initiatives. Grants may be used for projects, activities, or general operating support. 

​
 DEADLINE Rolling  Micro Grants The Awesome Foundation is a global community 
advancing the interest of awesome in the universe, $1000 at a time. Each fully autonomous 
chapter supports projects through micro-grants, usually given out monthly. Projects include 

initiatives in a wide range of areas including arts, technology, community development, and more. Many awesome projects are 
novel or experimental, and evoke surprise and delight. Learn more. Deadline: Rolling 

 DEADLINE Rolling   MassCEC’s EmPower Massachusetts Program is offering two grant opportunities to 
increase access to the benefits of clean energy and/or reduce energy burden to previously underserved 
populations in Massachusetts:1. Innovation and Capacity Building Grants ranging from $5,000-$25,000 
offering seed funding to explore innovative ideas for potential program models and to build organization 
capacity.  2. Implementation Grants ranging from $50,000-$150,000 to implement new program 

models/projects for increasing access to the benefits of clean energy. Eligibility: Community-based organizations, non-profits, 
individuals, federal and state-acknowledged tribes, and municipalities. 

 DEADLINE Rolling   Music Drives Us has a mission to inspire New England’s musicians of 

tomorrow by supporting their music opportunities today by offering Instrument, Performance, 

and Organizational grants. Click here to access all three grants. 

●​  Rolling: National Dance Project Travel Fund 

●​  Rolling: National Theater Project Presenter Travel Grant 

●​  Rolling: New England Presenter Travel Fund    See which artists and ensembles have tour subsidy 

available through the National Dance Project or National Theater Project and contact their tour coordinator to start the 

conversation. 

Massachusetts Behavioral Health Supervising Clinicians Incentive Program (BHSCIP) 
Strengthening and expanding the behavioral health workforce is a key area of focus for the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS). This program offers $500 per supervisee slot per month 
for qualified behavioral health clinicians in community-based settings providing supervision to students and 
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https://cityofbostonartsandculture.submittable.com/submit/a4d58245-8ece-401b-881e-d0db9eacfdc2/fy26-boston-cultural-council-organizational-grant#:~:text=The%20Boston%20Cultural%20Council%20(BCC,capacity%2Dbuilding%20of%20organizations%20that:
https://cityofbostonartsandculture.submittable.com/submit/a4d58245-8ece-401b-881e-d0db9eacfdc2/fy26-boston-cultural-council-organizational-grant#:~:text=The%20Boston%20Cultural%20Council%20(BCC,capacity%2Dbuilding%20of%20organizations%20that:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/arts-and-culture/opportunity-fund
https://ajmuste.org/
https://www.mvdreyfusfoundation.org/
https://www.awesomefoundation.org/en
https://www.awesomefoundation.org/en
https://www.masscec.com/program/empower-massachusetts?mc_cid=eb6d8181b1&mc_eid=9a656a4309
https://www.musicdrivesus.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nefa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6a2f0cbc0fdc4497704471938&id=a1f9551859&e=439c86cde3__;!!CPANwP4y!Rx5bVW_FJ5dMUMmilMh6ei3Clw2WMEfBf78Ko0X9a0FNfWctD7AHrAC8BwdcgYF1RJ482RxiZi5HVxeGo9iSd-JCuQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nefa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6a2f0cbc0fdc4497704471938&id=2a8781d971&e=439c86cde3__;!!CPANwP4y!Rx5bVW_FJ5dMUMmilMh6ei3Clw2WMEfBf78Ko0X9a0FNfWctD7AHrAC8BwdcgYF1RJ482RxiZi5HVxeGo9hVaRqkVw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nefa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6a2f0cbc0fdc4497704471938&id=c3b06e96da&e=439c86cde3__;!!CPANwP4y!Rx5bVW_FJ5dMUMmilMh6ei3Clw2WMEfBf78Ko0X9a0FNfWctD7AHrAC8BwdcgYF1RJ482RxiZi5HVxeGo9i8olKe9w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nefa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6a2f0cbc0fdc4497704471938&id=6a4811e428&e=439c86cde3__;!!CPANwP4y!Rx5bVW_FJ5dMUMmilMh6ei3Clw2WMEfBf78Ko0X9a0FNfWctD7AHrAC8BwdcgYF1RJ482RxiZi5HVxeGo9iP5HJdLQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nefa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6a2f0cbc0fdc4497704471938&id=6a4811e428&e=439c86cde3__;!!CPANwP4y!Rx5bVW_FJ5dMUMmilMh6ei3Clw2WMEfBf78Ko0X9a0FNfWctD7AHrAC8BwdcgYF1RJ482RxiZi5HVxeGo9iP5HJdLQ$
https://pcgus.jotform.com/team/ma-eohhs-bh-workfoce-stipend/ma-bh-incentive-program


 

clinicians in-training who are working towards certification or licensure. This investment will offset the unreimbursed 
time spent providing supervision. For more information, review the SCIP Program Guide and view the informational 
webinar linked here. 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES Sept./Oct. 

IN PERSON TRAINING - Application due date EXTENDED until Filled! Free Youth 
Mental Health Train the Trainer Opportunity For Your Organization  Health Resources in 
Action and the Boston Public Health Commission’s Center for Behavior Health and Wellness 
have partnered to provide an amazing and FREE training opportunity for community-based 
organizations that serve youth in Boston. Participating organizations can earn up to $5,000 in 
funds! Identify up to two, ideally, full-time, permanent, staff to serve as Behavioral Health 
Champions (BHCs) and wish to improve Boston’s ability to better support the mental 
wellness of our young people. Apply here for Cohort 3 (October 2025) and Cohort 4 (January 
2026). 

The National Guild for Community Arts Education is  offering two new cohorts of their  

upcoming Intercultural Institute's and Community Arts Education Leadership (CAELI).  See these 

links,  info. Sessions, and other resources  to learn more. 

●​ DEADLINE 10/1/25  and 9/3/25 3-4PM  ZOOM Info Session Organizational Liberation 

Cohort (meeting Dec. 2025-March 2026 – in person in New Orleans in Jan. 2026)  Understand your organization's 

practices and policies to develop a transformative plan and implementation strategy. Register here 

●​ DEADLINE 10/3/25  and 9/11/25 2-3 PM ZOOM Info Session  Community Advocacy Virtual Pilot (meeting Oct. 

2025-Nov. 2025)  Are you an artist, cultural worker, or creative organizer ready to build people power and transform 

communities? Join the National Guild for an info session to learn more. Rooted in advocacy, representation, training, and 

strategy, CAELII: Community Advocacy Cohort will prepare a new generation of community-rooted leaders to lead honest 

dialogue, facilitate collective decision-making, and step into political roles. This 8-week virtual civic leadership pilot 

program begins on October 9 and is designed to equip arts leaders, including teaching artists, arts administrators, and 

advocates, with the skills to run effective campaigns and step into public leadership roles. Build community, create 

engagement strategies, and learn how civic systems work to imagine how your unique perspective can contribute to 

shaping them.  This pilot initiative is presented in partnership with The 100K Project and the Cleveland Arts Education 

Consortium, and will be led by Dr. Quanice Floyd, Executive Director, National Guild, and Tom Tresser, Civic Educator and 

Founder, The 100K Project. Register here.  

●​ 9/18/25 1PM ET ZOOM Monthly Community Arts Education September Guild Advocacy Briefing. Get the latest federal 

policy updates, learn about current legislative efforts, Participate in an open Q&A, share your advocacy experiences, and 

access valuable resources, including an advocacy toolkit and website updates Amplify your advocacy efforts and Register 

here 

●​ Subscribe to the Guild’s newsletter:  guildinfo@nationalguild.org. 

●​ Need resources? See their  resource page, the  news page and  visit their job board 

●​   Interested in Digital Marketing and Building Your Student Roster? Take the National Guild Survey!  The Guild is 

excited to partner with Cole Arts and Education Consulting to present a webinar series, "Employing Digital 

Marketing and Social Media to Identify, Engage, and Enroll New Students," this October.  To support the 

series, they are conducting a brief survey to help ensure they provide timely and valuable solutions.  The survey 

will take 5 minutes to complete and includes two tokens of appreciation. Click here to  Take the Survey! 
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https://pcg.filecamp.com/s/i/9Qk8BvvVh2q9ejOV/s/GVcGdrWWrGrLrKWm
https://pcgus.jotform.com/team/ma-eohhs-bh-workfoce-stipend/ma-bh-incentive-program
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MkvvgpkoTjN8kkdaRyFc0CQu-1qyZkyIPe9nIesdNPTY9yqEkRyBjaYrbDEuupKTy3Me1dDcwHwsc2O_bEY3t1BimIs23_6NUZcQrg2tvuQDFoaUTuyHrLhvn4C14VW21aljft3fFaQ=&c=JVrEmDkKfk89xbA5pPx3BtucScEQW2pdr2Y9Auq88CIZiPA-ERX-5w==&ch=7bDEnLFRNIp9l3A8qhLJpB76w8gzAQlNZnVLx36EB1AvnZxr_HqlVw==__;!!CPANwP4y!VRtQoTISiC_FNygElSMAFq1qHVe1K-2A0efjxGXqGkkyH777XaLYgl3KCuDt1umMngz8OynDLSvHuPnVkboI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MkvvgpkoTjN8kkdaRyFc0CQu-1qyZkyIPe9nIesdNPTY9yqEkRyBjaYrbDEuupKTy3Me1dDcwHwsc2O_bEY3t1BimIs23_6NUZcQrg2tvuQDFoaUTuyHrLhvn4C14VW21aljft3fFaQ=&c=JVrEmDkKfk89xbA5pPx3BtucScEQW2pdr2Y9Auq88CIZiPA-ERX-5w==&ch=7bDEnLFRNIp9l3A8qhLJpB76w8gzAQlNZnVLx36EB1AvnZxr_HqlVw==__;!!CPANwP4y!VRtQoTISiC_FNygElSMAFq1qHVe1K-2A0efjxGXqGkkyH777XaLYgl3KCuDt1umMngz8OynDLSvHuPnVkboI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MkvvgpkoTjN8kkdaRyFc0CQu-1qyZkyIPe9nIesdNPTY9yqEkRyBjaYrbDEuupKTy3Me1dDcwHwsc2O_bEY3t1BimIs23_6NUZcQrg2tvuQDFoaUTuyHrLhvn4C14VW21aljft3fFaQ=&c=JVrEmDkKfk89xbA5pPx3BtucScEQW2pdr2Y9Auq88CIZiPA-ERX-5w==&ch=7bDEnLFRNIp9l3A8qhLJpB76w8gzAQlNZnVLx36EB1AvnZxr_HqlVw==__;!!CPANwP4y!VRtQoTISiC_FNygElSMAFq1qHVe1K-2A0efjxGXqGkkyH777XaLYgl3KCuDt1umMngz8OynDLSvHuPnVkboI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MkvvgpkoTjN8kkdaRyFc0CQu-1qyZkyIPe9nIesdNPTY9yqEkRyBjaYrbDEuupKTkFHJt9Ixg0QRl-N-PflbBNgTa0Ip2skeVGZ0qZbSoSgLPI17z_qgbJhqfzJM8BAiidyuSsHYa0jWLHeqNWycF3DF_OteuJ_cxm-_BiFiT9RuAq6uzR6qXDbuplp7t8wnejvwRz-yej3Cuc_AW2pz7IXsKQ-BVjJF3WLtEs15ACNMlY_lKjy_TaIARxE6xwc0PlQ5ORGgLUY=&c=JVrEmDkKfk89xbA5pPx3BtucScEQW2pdr2Y9Auq88CIZiPA-ERX-5w==&ch=7bDEnLFRNIp9l3A8qhLJpB76w8gzAQlNZnVLx36EB1AvnZxr_HqlVw==__;!!CPANwP4y!VRtQoTISiC_FNygElSMAFq1qHVe1K-2A0efjxGXqGkkyH777XaLYgl3KCuDt1umMngz8OynDLSvHuBaSwuJa$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MkvvgpkoTjN8kkdaRyFc0CQu-1qyZkyIPe9nIesdNPTY9yqEkRyBjaYrbDEuupKTkFHJt9Ixg0QRl-N-PflbBNgTa0Ip2skeVGZ0qZbSoSgLPI17z_qgbJhqfzJM8BAiidyuSsHYa0jWLHeqNWycF3DF_OteuJ_cxm-_BiFiT9RuAq6uzR6qXDbuplp7t8wnejvwRz-yej3Cuc_AW2pz7IXsKQ-BVjJF3WLtEs15ACNMlY_lKjy_TaIARxE6xwc0xVQ3UYS0kUw=&c=JVrEmDkKfk89xbA5pPx3BtucScEQW2pdr2Y9Auq88CIZiPA-ERX-5w==&ch=7bDEnLFRNIp9l3A8qhLJpB76w8gzAQlNZnVLx36EB1AvnZxr_HqlVw==__;!!CPANwP4y!VRtQoTISiC_FNygElSMAFq1qHVe1K-2A0efjxGXqGkkyH777XaLYgl3KCuDt1umMngz8OynDLSvHuCok6fWO$
https://hria.org/grants/enhancing-mental-health-capacity-for-youth-serving-organizations/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nationalguild.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20a4ba6367b0190cf5bb5cd8f&id=c945b9e73d&e=64a0aa7842__;!!CPANwP4y!UHdnrKkdrfoPZuDT6zaQIIjlXTgOqhH9bZ8JrkanqoIj2-lyLciAfmPSVQszh66UihsFHtoHeZTP-SCTJCHmHDEQa3k_hQ$
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ZOOM 9/4/25 NEFA CreativeGround Profile Support Session  Grab tips and ask questions about 

creating or improving your CreativeGround profile. Sessions are held monthly, alternating 

between profile and search support—sign up today!  

ZOOM 9/10/25 NEFA CreativeGround Fall Community Leader Workshop   Leaders working in 
creative communities across New England are invited to learn how to use CreativeGround as a 

powerful tool to support and amplify your community's creatives. Register today!  

9/10/25 and 9/17/25 The Arts Action Consortium is hosting a workshop on Project Management with Ana 

Tinajero on Sep. 10 & 17. Working on an artistic endeavor, event, or production and not sure where to start? Get 

an introduction into the basic building blocks of planning, executing, and monitoring a project, no matter the size. 

Ana Tinajero is an award-winning Afro-Latin dance artist, entrepreneur, and performing arts curator who loves 

engineering spaces for community connection through the arts. In this workshop, she will cover the fundamentals of crafting a 

blueprint for success. 

IN PERSON 9/23/25 6:00 PM- 8:00 PM The Arts Action Consortium is hosting a workshop on Navigating 

Institutions Come join Deshaun Gordon-King of Dunamis Boston for an engaging event where they will  discuss 

the ins and outs of navigating institutions in the arts world. Whether you're an artist, curator, or simply curious 

about how institutions operate, this event is for you! Join them at  15 Channel Center St in Boston for a day filled 

with insightful discussions, networking opportunities, and maybe even a few surprises along the way. Don't miss 

out on this chance to connect with like-minded individuals and gain valuable knowledge about the art world.   

VIRTUAL 9/17/25  9:00 am to 12:00 pm  Asking Without Anxiety - A Major Gifts Workshop  In this 
lively three-hour PhilanthropyMA Workshop, you will learn how to reach out to your donors to more 
fully engage them in the life of your organization.  

VIRTUAL 9/25/25 11AM MMA  The Non-Profit Organizations/Public Charities Division of the MA Attorney 
General’s Office is hosting a series of webinars designed to address the needs of the non-profit sector. 
MassAGO Webinar Session II: Organizational Restructuring, Strategic Affiliations, or Wind-down is the second 
webinar offered in the series and will discuss the legal implications of organizational restructuring, strategic 
affiliations, and how to orderly wind down charitable activities, and potentially dissolve, if you are no longer 
able to operate independently.  LINK TO REGISTER    

IN PERSON 9/25/25. Associated Industries of Massachusetts is hosting a September Economic Outlook 
Forum at Roxbury Community College. Rick MacDonald, Managing Director and New England Region 
Manager at JP Morgan Commercial Banking, delivers a powerful keynote address, offering a compelling 
look into how Massachusetts businesses are thinking, feeling, and responding to today’s economic 

landscape. Registration Required.   

IN PERSON 9/26/25 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM OYEA Partner Network Meeting  at the Museum of 
Science (1 Science Park Boston, MA 02114) gathering in the d'Arbeloff Suite on the upper level of 
the museum. Join the network and hear more findings from the Youth Speaks Boston needs 
assessment, recap of Boston After Dark 2025, exciting updates to their Professional Development 

Series, with time to network with other members of Boston's youth-serving community. 

OYEA Professional Development is back - Claim Your Seat! OYEA is thrilled to announce four new 
trainings in the OYEA Professional Development Series happening this fall. These FREE trainings are 
open to any and all professionals working with young people in Boston. Breakfast is provided and 
workshops are led by career experts in their fields. This is a great opportunity to brush up on old 

skills or learn new ones. Seats are filling up fast, reserve yours today! Learn More & Register! RSVP Here! 
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●​ IN PERSON 9/18/25 9-12PM Facilitation and Group Management at BCYF Tobin. 
●​ IN PERSON 9/25/25 10-12PM Adolescent Development and Relationship Building at BCYF Tobin. 
●​ IN PERSON 10/1/25 10-12PM Social Emotional Learning at the Bolling Building 
●​ IN PERSON 10/16/25 10-12PM  Introduction to Restorative Justice for Youth Workers  

IN PERSON 10/8/25. Registration is now open for The Arts Foundation of Cape Cod’s Creative Exchange 
Conference 2025. Join us for a full day of inspiration, collaboration, and creative energy . at the Cotuit 
Center for the Arts that will bring together artists, cultural leaders, and community members from across 

the region. 

The BEST Initiative is thrilled to announce their Fall/Winter Training Calendar. Registration is now 

open for their three upcoming trainings, which include:  Parent/Caregiver Engagement: October 

16th, 10am-1pm.  Youth Development 101: November 13th, 10am-2:30pm.  Supervising Youth 

Training: January 13th & 15th, 2026, 10am-1pm.  Click here to head to their  website to find out more information and register. 

Please email best@hria.org with any questions or comments. 

VIRTUAL 10/5, 11/12, 1/6, 3/11, 5/5/26 4:00-5:00PM. Are you a current or 

aspiring PK-12 arts leader looking for a free way to boost your leadership to 

advance arts education in Massachusetts? Join the 25-26 Arts Leaders 

Network (now in its sixth year) and find a community of other colleagues who 

are also committed to leading in arts education, explore opportunities to collaborate, discuss, and share resources and strategies 

for addressing various arts content priorities across MA. Register HERE for the network.   

VIRTUAL WEBINAR  12/9, 1/28, 3/10, 4/29/26  4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Arts and Cultural Vitality (ACV) 

Professional Learning  Opportunity Schools/districts who are preparing for and engaging in a self-review 

using the ACV Index are welcome and invited to attend the free Professional Learning Community (PLC).  

Any schools/districts who receive potential funding for this work are required to send a representative to the PLC.  Register  here. 

Music & Theatre MTEL Objective Review Committee members are needed!  The Department and the 

Evaluation Systems Group of Pearson are seeking Massachusetts educators who hold a provisional, initial 

or professional Music or Theater license or educator preparation faculty with expertise in these content 

areas to participate in an upcoming Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL) Objective Review Committees.  The 

Department is committed to centering the voices of people who have been historically marginalized in public education, and DESE 

strongly encourages Black, Indigenous, Hispanic and Latino, Asian, other educators of color, and members of other historically 

marginalized groups to apply. Interested educators are asked to please complete an application online. Anyone with questions 

about this opportunity can email Robyn Kaczowka at evaluationsystemscrg@pearson.com   10/7/25 7:30-5:00PM Theater 

Objective Review Committee  10/8/25 7:30-5:00PM Music Objective Review Committee  

VIRTUAL 10/9/25, Thurs. 4:00 – 4:30PM, DESE’s Arts Information Forum. Register by 10/7/25. DESE 

invites individuals who work in any of the arts disciplines (Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, and 

Visual Arts) in PreK-12 school settings or any school or district administrators who are responsible for 

supporting arts programming are invited to attend. DESE Arts Lead, Dawn Benski, will speak to current and upcoming resources, 

opportunities, and initiatives provided by the Department and attendees will be able to speak to how arts resources can best 

support their teaching needs. Register HERE   Please email Dawn Benski with any questions. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR Adults and  YOUNG PEOPLE in  Sept./Oct. 
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DEADLINE EXTENDED:9/5/25 GlobeDocs Emerging Filmmaker Competition.  The Boston Globe invites 
students and filmmakers under 25 years old to submit an original short film to our emerging 
filmmakers contest. Winning selections will be screened during the 11th annual GlobeDocs Film 
Festival.Submit your Film Here   IN PERSON: October 22‑26, 2025 GlobeDocs Film Festival Submissions.  
Produced by The Boston Globe, GlobeDocs Film Festival celebrates documentary filmmaking and invites 
filmmakers, award-winning journalists, and special guests from around the globe to gather in Boston for this 
annual event. The eleventh annual festival will take place on October 22‑26, 2025 at the Brattle Theatre, 

Coolidge Corner Theatre, Alamo Drafthouse, and online.See more here.  

IN PERSON 9/14/25 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Open Streets Continue! Dorchester Ave. During 
Open Streets, the city closes neighborhood streets to vehicular traffic to allow local 
businesses to expand into the street and make space for music, activities, resource tables, 
games, and more. Open Streets are continuing this fall in Dorchester, Mattapan, and Jamaica 

PlainLearn more at Boston.gov/Open-Streets. 

LEGO® Education Science: How much energy does a snail need? What can you eat with a bird beak? How 
are your cells like a tiny city? Science teaches us to ask curious questions to understand the world around 
us. LEGO® Education Science invites students to ask questions, solve problems, and explore new ideas, all 
while fostering skills in collaboration and creativity. From analyzing fossils to explaining gravity to 

modeling photosynthesis, LEGO® Education Science gives K-8 students the chance to practice scientific skills and deepen their 
understanding of concepts from across the domains of science. With teacher facilitation notes and classroom presentations for 
120 lessons, teachers of any experience level can easily make science learning engaging, impactful, and hands-on.  

The Play Spot Adventure: Turn Empty Spaces into Amazing Places. Transform your city or community with 
the power of play! The Play Spot Adventure Educator Toolkit asks students to reimagine vacant 
neighborhood spaces as hubs of creativity, STEAM innovation, and community connection. This free toolkit 
from LEGO® Education includes an educator guide, worksheets, videos, classroom slides, and a spotlight 

on four STEAM careers that emphasize community building 

IN PERSON 9/25/25 | 5-7 p.m.  Express Yourself and Endicott College presents: DREAM Pop-Up Exhibit RECEPTION Thursday 
Endicott College Manninen Center for the Arts- 406 Hale St, Beverly, MA 01915 Carol Grillo Gallery.  
This year's Express Yourself pop-up exhibition celebrates DREAM, showcasing the imaginative talents 
of youth in collaboration with the incredible staff who bring this annual performance to life.  
Featuring Carousel Animals from DREAM these large puppets were featured center stage at the May 
performance at the Boch Center - Wang Theatre. Join them for the opening reception with light hors 

d'oeuvres, drinks, and music.  RSVP - free and open to the public. 

9/27 and 9/28/25 11:00-7:00PM The Mass Music & Arts Summit (MMAS) is an annual event that brings 
together New England's rising artists and creatives for a full weekend of panels, performances, workshops, 
and networking opportunities. This high-impact summit brings together New England’s rising talent and 
national leaders in the music, arts and entertainment industry, creating space for connection, education, 
and creative elevation.Many speakers and performers (see full lineup here). It is held at the Aloft Boston 
Seaport Hotel — 401 D Street, Boston, MA 02110. Get tickets here.  

DEADLINE: 9/30/25.  Submit Your Photos!  Do you love photographing nature? Share your 
most striking shots from Massachusetts or Mass Audubon's Wildwood Camp in New 
Hampshire—wildlife, landscapes, or people soaking in the outdoors. They are interested in 
photos that celebrate nature. Winners enjoy gift certificates to the Mass Audubon Shop, 
having their work displayed in an online exhibit, and bragging rights. Enter the contest 
here.  (see examples on Facebook and Instagram)  The contest is free to enter. 
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 Deadline: 10/29/25 at 4:59 p.m.  Youth Poet Laureate Application  The search for Boston’s next Youth 
Poet Laureate have applications that open on Monday, September 15, 2025.  Learn more here.  

Opportunity for High School Youth: Join the Mayor’s Youth Council  The Boston Mayor's Youth 

Council is a citywide program designed to empower and engage the young people of Boston in civic 

leadership and community development.  They are now accepting applications for the 2025–2026 

school year. We encourage partners to share this opportunity with eligible youth in your networks.  

Please help us spread the word! See the promotional toolkit that includes a variety of graphics and language to make sharing 

easy. 

Deadline: 10/13/25, at 4:59 p.m.  Fay Chandler Emerging Art Exhibition Call For Art.  Do you want 

the chance to see your artwork displayed at Boston City Hall?  Emerging artists who live, work, or 

create in the Greater Boston area are encouraged to submit their artwork to the Fay Chandler 

Emerging Art Exhibition! n Prizes  Best in Show: $3,000 50+: $2,000  New Voice: $2,000 3 Juror’s 

Choice Awards: $500 each  Learn more here. 

The NAN Project provides proactive suicide prevention education through hopeful stories of lived experience 

to young people and their communities. Interested in becoming a peer mentor? See application here. Find 

further resources here .  

DEADLINE: Rolling.  Boston Logan Airport Musicians Call Massport is working with Mass Cultural 

Council to develop a pilot project called Live Music at Logan. The project will connect local 

musicians with unique opportunities to showcase their talents to a global audience at Boston 

Logan International Airport. Currently seeking solo acts who thrive in a busking setting and excel at 

captivating an ever-changing crowd. If you have a dynamic performance style and a history of 

engaging diverse audiences in lively public spaces, submit your interest and share your talent in action. Please note that 

this opportunity is contingent upon passing a mandatory security check and is currently in the exploratory phase. Join 

the process and play a pivotal role in enriching the travel experience for visitors worldwide. This is a paid. Learn more. 

BOSTON OYEA RESOURCES: 

●​  Visit the YouthLine website — it helps connect Boston's youth to resources, services, programs, 

and opportunities throughout the City of Boston! 

●​ Boston Public Library Homework Help — Available in-person at various library locations and online. Read more here. 

●​ FutureBos — offers part-time job opportunities for Boston residents ages 14-24. Apply here. 

●​ SPARK Boston Council — This council works to give 20- to 35-year-olds a greater role in planning for the City’s future. 

●​ City of Boston’s Career Center — Apply to work for the City of Boston 

 Further connect with Office of Youth Engagement & Advancement (OYEA) on Instagram or LinkedIn  

OPPORTUNITIES IN WESTERN MA in  Sept./Oct.  

9/13/25  11:00 am  - 3:00 pm  Second Saturdays for Families  Norman Rockwell 
Museum9 Glendale Rd / Rte 183, Stockbridge, MA, United States  Buy Tickets  
Free with Admission, Drop-in – no reservation required. Join them for fun and 
interactive programming inspired by the art of Norman Rockwell and Walter 

Wick, creator of the I Spy books for children. Try your hand at making art inspired by these beloved illustrators.  You’ll want to 
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return again and again with a variety of fun and engaging experiences for the whole family; it’s the perfect way to spend some 
quality time together! 

IN PERSON and LIVESTREAM Virtual  9/25-9/28/25 WIT 2025: Words, Ideas, and Thinkers 
Festival in the Berkshire Hills of Massachusetts.  The WIT Literary Festival is a celebration of 
writers, their work, and the vital role they play in society. The WIT Literary Festival reflects the 
belief that a rich culture of free expression is essential to a thriving democracy.  Who are we? What 
do we believe? In what kind of country do we want to live?  Theme:  The Power of Words: Authors 
& Activism. Details here. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Does your organization have an event, resource, or program that is Boston-based, free, and aimed at teens? See the Boston  
community events calendar or to place it in the  weekly public-facing newsletter, please fill out this form.  

Arts Access Hub The Arts & Culture Accessibility Hub is a resource to support transforming your 
access intentions into action. Co-created by a majority-disabled team of cultural access experts, this 
free, easy-to-use platform offers tools, training, and guidance to help you strengthen your 
organization’s accessibility, and connect with community.   

 RESOURCE FOR NEW ENGLAND:The New England Teaching Artist Collaborative (NETAC) serves the six 
New England states of Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont. NETAC’s mission is to build regional capacity to develop thriving communities by preparing 
teaching artists to serve as catalysts who activate creative potential and foster partnerships with 
educators, organizations and community groups (see NETAC’s Leadership Team, Working Groups). 

Find out more about how to get involved by joining their network here.  

 Office of the Attorney General Massachusetts The Non-Profit Organizations/Public Charities Division is 
hosting a series of webinars designed to address the needs of the non-profit sector.   The Attorney General’s 
Guide for Board Members of Charitable Organizations provides information to assist board members with 

their responsibilities.  LINK TO REGISTER   

AFTA Arts Action Fund: Breaking News Updates Impacting the Arts & Culture  Americans for the Arts' 

Arts Action Fund maintains a breaking news timeline of how federal administration actions are 

impacting arts and culture. Check out the latest news here. 

 Educator Toolkit for Teen Mental Health (Free) This toolkit includes 13 lessons, scripted 

slide decks, and student activities that middle and high school educators can use to 

promote teen mental health. Topics include: Understanding Emotions, Coping Skills, Stress 

Management, Healthy Sleep and Social Media Habits, Anxiety Management, Depression: 

Getting Help and Helping Others, Finding Meaning In Your Daily Life, and more!  

Adult-to-Student Relationship Mapping Tool. (Free)  For students, a positive connection to at least one school adult can have 

tremendous benefits that include reduced bullying, lower dropout rates, and improved social-emotional capacities. This mapping 

tool provides school leaders with a detailed implementation plan and  tool allowing them to: 

●​   Facilitate a staff meeting in which staff identify students who they believe do not currently have positive relationships 

with any school adults. 

●​  Identify staff who will volunteer to build a stronger relationship with these identified students. 
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QR3zy2eMZL0EJxqh0Xf9c2peYWdYKSfkCzF5m8QKWYUOGDVLOCBkJeZv1vqptTDp8yHnpmcFQUu2yKmx35TyO5TOa82CYY15lGU6zuDuDQz4ttzmBvVPfcVtjLuyj2G6F0oN0TJ5Am-xWTXa5jmjtetdV5YNSxWpM8aPVxl0UNwLHQW5kAkbjrosbfnRFp-VVBepJ1Eulp_lFJ8pxw02rsvo-MVP8wD9H-5xNGbOLPw=&c=wpAb0YO_VMj3VTYWtVfUJh_-Vw3zczXf98W_gr32Vt-vbzLPvv7AcA==&ch=CM_sPg4nMRaEqU8RK7X0P3HP8e1Zj_v2WL2YO6TnTr0uDIkkXb5sdw==__;!!CPANwP4y!Qgk5geghJuNUTr-nLEnnZJ15jWc55wy9_m0cXW6ezWRD1ZGEHtaJXqfzFSeIMALArJXtAWBEjCuhRIReGlao$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QR3zy2eMZL0EJxqh0Xf9c2peYWdYKSfkCzF5m8QKWYUOGDVLOCBkJfthpeBxCACUYTjQLJGsnKcD-ow6bKePSLVskGf8WvtreKkCRm0_qE4qSywBqQKVM8fgEMSsg7Kz3aO5BYiYe3byIejNiJYer3ah740TjGN7aiAzq2mh4YJQTWmQQVDbSU4x_fxJVHexC1wH06L4vPIfkMTqlfNsoX97XqOyor-c&c=wpAb0YO_VMj3VTYWtVfUJh_-Vw3zczXf98W_gr32Vt-vbzLPvv7AcA==&ch=CM_sPg4nMRaEqU8RK7X0P3HP8e1Zj_v2WL2YO6TnTr0uDIkkXb5sdw==__;!!CPANwP4y!Qgk5geghJuNUTr-nLEnnZJ15jWc55wy9_m0cXW6ezWRD1ZGEHtaJXqfzFSeIMALArJXtAWBEjCuhRN-jv-fV$
https://artsaccesshub.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ne-tac.org/mission__;!!CPANwP4y!TbV2Ni_5DpSLRwGDwOgJd7klyZ9lmNvBHG62UCfOSmTzOC3tM9UNri-1v3xHYiXJVeneKqzgdh1VMY-9tSGD6y0eI5m5Ysw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ne-tac.org/leadership__;!!CPANwP4y!TbV2Ni_5DpSLRwGDwOgJd7klyZ9lmNvBHG62UCfOSmTzOC3tM9UNri-1v3xHYiXJVeneKqzgdh1VMY-9tSGD6y0edA2OtPE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ne-tac.org/leadership__;!!CPANwP4y!TbV2Ni_5DpSLRwGDwOgJd7klyZ9lmNvBHG62UCfOSmTzOC3tM9UNri-1v3xHYiXJVeneKqzgdh1VMY-9tSGD6y0edA2OtPE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ne-tac.org/*get-involved__;Iw!!CPANwP4y!TbV2Ni_5DpSLRwGDwOgJd7klyZ9lmNvBHG62UCfOSmTzOC3tM9UNri-1v3xHYiXJVeneKqzgdh1VMY-9tSGD6y0eGsPP7cQ$
https://www.mass.gov/doc/charities-guidance/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/charities-guidance/download
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qYWv0o3YRcimeOKUzJAJfA#/registration
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/brainworks.mcla.edu/so/20PZ2OBQ7/c?w=DfeLJVn2WYzOCqtWQCznBO-wChxtaO6_7zvUxGdVi_g.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXJ0c2FjdGlvbmZ1bmQub3JnL2JyZWFraW5nLW5ld3MtdXBkYXRlcy1pbXBhY3RpbmctYXJ0cy1jdWx0dXJlLXRpbWVsaW5lIiwiciI6IjNmNGViZmUxLTljZmQtNDU1ZC1iNGI3LTE1YjA5NDFkOTZkMCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjEwMWI4NzhjLWVkNjUtNDNmZS1hOWJjLWEyOWVhZjAxZTU4NiJ9__;!!CPANwP4y!WTnnJeBHRRiXVy5urB9n3F3BgJsK1DcHaZRk_Y1XIIxaNfFNVvdBI3J6BYhPo564aUkB4b774X1tfL7bGFQ4jedavAYpxUwGBr8R$
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/educators-adult-to-student-relationship-mapping-tool-download?j=5538806&sfmc_sub=1367378131&l=45_HTML&u=290105211&mid=7303351&jb=8


 

●​ Help staff volunteers build and strengthen a relationship with the student throughout the year.  

Further Resources from Harvard’s Making Caring Common Project:  A Quick Guide to Public Health Misinformation    Creating a 

Plan: Crisis Communication for Public Health    The CALM Approach to Communicating in Times of Uncertainty 

 

Recent Reports - Articles - Initiatives: 
 The Health of Boston 2024: Mental Health Report highlights the increasing mental health challenges among 
Boston’s youth, emphasizing the urgent need for systemic change to support young people, particularly those 
affected by systemic inequities, racism, and discrimination. The report provides critical data on trends, disparities, 
and barriers to care, offering insight into how Boston can create a more supportive and equitable behavioral health 
system for its youth. 

The Youth Speaks Boston findings are live!  City of Boston | Office of Youth Engagement and 
Advancement completed the first-ever citywide needs assessment focusing on what Boston’s young 
people need in their time outside of work and school. OYEA collected data from over 1650 survey 
respondents and 100 focus group participants between the ages of 14 and 25 to gain a clearer picture 

of what youth are experiencing across Boston. View the Youth Speaks Boston findings here! Also, access the findings in 
two ways: 

●​ View the StoryMap to learn about themes such as belonging, safety, mental health, community resources, and more. 
Read key data points and direct quotes from young people on these topics.  

●​ Explore the data dashboard, an interactive tool that allows individuals to view the results of all survey questions and 
filter them for deeper insights into specific communities.  To learn more about our data collection process, click  here . 

Pew Research Center: 10 Facts about teens and social media Public health experts, lawmakers 
and parents have cautioned about the effects of social media on America’s teens. But what do 
teens themselves think? In 2024, Pew Research Center surveyed U.S. teens ages 13 to 17 – and 

their parents. They asked about teens’ experiences with social media and their views about its impact on their lives.  Here are a 
few of the 10 key findings :Teens have become more negative about the impact of social media on their peers.  Greater shares of 
teens now say they spend too much time on social media. More teens say using social media hurts rather than helps their sleep, 
productivity, grades and mental health. Majorities of teens say social media sites help them feel connected and creative 

City of Boston Arts Funding Equity and Impact Study  The Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture is 
partnering with Keen Independent to conduct an equity and impact study of the City’s grant 
programs dedicated to the arts. Their goals are to evaluate the effectiveness, equity, and impact of 
MOAC’s grant programs and to consider MOAC’s funding programs within the arts landscape of the 

Greater Boston region.  They are offering participants an opportunity to enter a drawing for a $100 Visa gift card when  you fill 

out  the impact survey to share your thoughts on the City of Boston’s arts funding efforts. Your input will help shape the future 
of City of Boston arts funding. They want to hear from you! See flyer here. 

 

Recent Mass Cultural Council Resources and Blog Posts:   

Check out what’s on the blog: 

●​ How to Ace Your Creative Learning Experience this School Year 

●​ $3.4M Invested in Creative Experiences for Communities Across Massachusetts 
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea37d129c39c51d1e5be929125d5075be21ac67374a90c1fb3efbf66f7f137e7de__;!!CPANwP4y!TJE3EclEtNh8M_slL66effEpD4kv9mzGKLECtVWc-1gQbLbhb02VaY7WhPLzsCG3M_xpVn3M-1Dz7gKAA1Pu7hje4w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016DfvmbUgkaF7-QI2zjkzx9czf0_Ro-kDUtxyeGa33lL32saAbA4jn-XNweGS6CqvTwRuIRRXc9kfCRBg9R0reRfQVBOZy2kjO7e4fbriYiRmEP1saPbda2as8tZF-GulUXoTz71fS5Qp9AQRAACvKM6aj-Am-e8BAYo5hXSDQmA44mfie6N4aQhTUHTZeriMBysFINRfBxtX1_fcCprg88mcin-xd2MoCqMxO3Iy0lLcZgLvzgx-nA==&c=Sv7PXWT1vOlqaxoloj48mHYCC4_IgyET5bPMP1mQKcjCiCXgKYL_6A==&ch=rcIMQ9VerMtrB4WbXGpeamC_x508kyN5Q0AZLnjyMCn-CTd_QXJeLA==__;!!CPANwP4y!WU7XxNLOBJpR1umXZyY_M7fuRhCB-Kp0CNHHT5-RUQylxXGBMuVnHo0HonGtko44rFzV9w2hVt5YiKVNPeTq$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016DfvmbUgkaF7-QI2zjkzx9czf0_Ro-kDUtxyeGa33lL32saAbA4jny5OepBng02aaYSlRnZXgBT46QPXko4GGYtktd9RvUAshnyAxM65bOmYr7R6lqqZ4XZOptM-nlW0PnGdwuKfEONaebsOogeVnjkLZAt8DZtOVddRdRXXlnbG4LqR50Uc3SmUxf1ivx2du8gMNbiD7BrrxOfUEtpWtA==&c=Sv7PXWT1vOlqaxoloj48mHYCC4_IgyET5bPMP1mQKcjCiCXgKYL_6A==&ch=rcIMQ9VerMtrB4WbXGpeamC_x508kyN5Q0AZLnjyMCn-CTd_QXJeLA==__;!!CPANwP4y!WU7XxNLOBJpR1umXZyY_M7fuRhCB-Kp0CNHHT5-RUQylxXGBMuVnHo0HonGtko44rFzV9w2hVt5YiPKVHRHv$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/8yzi76fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016DfvmbUgkaF7-QI2zjkzx9czf0_Ro-kDUtxyeGa33lL32saAbA4jny5OepBng02aODm1qbMyAYsTBxsBZnDueCKorKOjRcqpVO44Wrwg5IIbco4F97XLumOXvvb5_c-apoEkZp__BFTL0B-bSA6U9iWs2-7Eejtn7pYWPBl9msO3ynUK3aDRh_WHrlFV9F9WiqDycpqRu87jf9aTLDs4agmhW0HXy94-fKTKPjU3wn8pkR5H52huHQ2ePcaT0Nx1mPsElArvQFL_qdNHk4CdHgQFVSbyHYjgth533ALzNX1DS_yuVetN2qEtnktTowL4&c=Sv7PXWT1vOlqaxoloj48mHYCC4_IgyET5bPMP1mQKcjCiCXgKYL_6A==&ch=rcIMQ9VerMtrB4WbXGpeamC_x508kyN5Q0AZLnjyMCn-CTd_QXJeLA==__;!!CPANwP4y!WU7XxNLOBJpR1umXZyY_M7fuRhCB-Kp0CNHHT5-RUQylxXGBMuVnHo0HonGtko44rFzV9w2hVt5YiGUd464p$
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VYyJ3zOdvHrjKxgdk6ubZ116F7J-n_Hl/view?usp=sharing
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/10/10-facts-about-teens-and-social-media/#:~:text=About%20half%20of%20teens%20(48,negative%20effect%20on%20their%20peers.
https://www.keenindependent.com/studies/bostonartsfundingequity
https://qrco.de/bgEi4u
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/65a09bf4bf57752c9fe6c535/683dfe6108061fc532d3a43e_DRAFTCityofBostonFactSheet.pdf
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/how-to-ace-your-creative-learning-experience-this-school-year/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/3-4m-invested-in-creative-experiences-for-communities-across-massachusetts/


 

●​ $100K Invested in New Arts & Culture Accessibility Hub 

●​ Arts are the STEAM to Drive the Innovation Economy 

●​ LCC Member Nano Interview – Aug 

●​ Equity Progress Report (Mar – Aug ’25) 

●​  Creative Community & Economic Development Resources Guide  

●​ Live Theater Tax Credits Available to For-Profits and Nonprofits 

●​ Card to Culture Shout Out – Aug 

●​ Mass Cultural Council Commits $26.2M to Grants in FY26 

●​ Creative Youth Development Organizations in this Challenging Time 

●​ Regie Gibson: Poet Laureate of Massachusetts  

●​ Resources for Teaching Artists in Massachusetts 
●​ New Data Highlights Economic Benefits of Social Prescribing 

MASSCreative: Support the Creative Sector Agenda in Eight Minutes (or fewer) See MASSCreative’s  three bills 

that make up the 2025 - 2026 Creative Sector Agenda. These bills are the result of a statewide listening session 

that they  completed late last year to get feedback about what creatives need to live, work, and create in 

Massachusetts.  This session, they are advocating for the Creative Space Act, ACE Act, and PLACE Act. Together, 

these bills will make critical investments in the sector by protecting and expanding creative maker spaces, 

increasing capital and programmatic access in the creative economy, and establishing a public percent-for-art 

program.  Hearings for all of these bills are coming up this fall and they need your  time, voice, and support to keep them moving. 

These bills receive a hearing only once every two years, so we need to make them count. Three simple ways that you can support 

the Creative Sector Agenda today in eight minutes or less:  

1. Take two minutes to read about the Creative Sector Agenda  2. Take one minute to endorse these bills  3. Take five minutes 

to contact your State Representative and State Senator and ask them to co-sponsor the Creative Sector Agenda" 
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https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/equity-progress-report-mar-aug-25/
https://brainworks.mcla.edu/so/51PXs9V5x/c?w=hsAreom-Z5c2hu2apfKOkBB_kuhJamqMrT8X8oEHd2c.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91cmwudXNiLm0ubWltZWNhc3Rwcm90ZWN0LmNvbS9zL3lXOFNDMkdsZ0xINUVSNlNuQnR2czV6YjAtP2RvbWFpbj1tYXNzY3VsdHVyYWxjb3VuY2lsLnVzMTMubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tIiwiciI6Ijk4ZDcwZDEyLTBlZWMtNDE1Yy1hODQ2LTUyMzBjNzg0ZDU5NSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjEwMWI4NzhjLWVkNjUtNDNmZS1hOWJjLWEyOWVhZjAxZTU4NiJ9
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/live-theater-tax-credits-available-to-for-profits-and-nonprofits/
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​​ Resources in Response to Current Federal Government Actions 
​​ AFTA's Arts Action Fund has put together comprehensive resources tracking every federal update and news item that may 

impact arts and culture, including: Executive Orders & Their Impact On the Arts FAQ and their Breaking News Updates 
Impacting Arts & Culture 

The National Council of Nonprofits is keeping track of Executive Orders Affecting Charitable Nonprofits 
through a chart that outlines some of the EOs that may affect nonprofits directly or indirectly. Also 
view  The Impacts of the Recent Executive Orders on Nonprofits 

 
Americans for the Arts is compiling resources Federal Aid Freeze Rescinded – What It Means for the Arts   
Americans for the Arts and detailed FAQs addressing key questions about the executive orders and their potential 
impact. These resources, available at AmericansfortheArts.org/Advocate, will be updated regularly as new 
information emerges. 

NEFA RESOURCES, including the tracking of Federal Actions such as those above and Grantmakers in the Arts’ 
Community Resources on the New Presidential Administration’s Actions  

 

ACLU Know Your Rights and for ACLU Massachusetts.  See also the NAACP 

Lawyers for Civil Rights (LCR’s) Resources and theirImmigrant Defense Hotline is 
617-988-0606  
 

Community Legal UMass Boston Federal News Summary 

 

The Center for Behavioral Health and Wellness offers resources including a new page of   LGBTQ+ resources 
supporting Newcomer Youth in School Resources click here. , and supports for immigrant mental health and 
wellness here.   

 

Immigration and Helplines:  

●​  Immigrant Legal Resource Center Know Your Rights Toolkit 
●​ Immigration: Red Cards / Tarjetas Rojas.Click here. Print your own here.  
●​ Center for Child Stress and Health: Immigrant Children with Traumatic Separation - Information for Professionals 
●​ Protecting Immigrant Students Action Kit 

●​ Massachusetts Immigrant & Refugee Advocacy Coalition MIRA 2025 Winter 
Training Series. MIRA Coalition provides an intensive virtual 40-hour Basic 
Immigration Law Training from March 10th to April 17th, two mornings each week. 
This training is open only to non-profit staff seeking DOJ accreditation and attorneys 
seeking to increase their knowledge of immigration law. Learn more and register.  
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●​ The National Indigenous Women's Resource Center is highlighting StrongHearts Native HelpLine. This helpline contains a 
24/7 helpline for Native Americans and Alaska Natives of all ages suffering from relationship violence. Native Helpline at 
1-844-7NATIVE (762-8483). 

Additional Resources:  
●​ MA Guidance for Higher Education and K-12 Schools regarding Educational Opportunity and DEI      
●​ Litigation Tracker: Legal Challenges to Trump Administration Actions 
●​  Project 2025 and the Disability Community - DREDF 
●​ Indivisible’s  RESOURCE Library 
●​ Common Cause: Find your representative here. 
●​ 5 Calls - Representatives,  issues, phone numbers, scripts to make voices heard - click here. 
●​ RESOURCE PAGE and actions from MASSCreative 

The Trevor Project is a nonprofit organization that provides 24/7 crisis support services, research, 
and advocacy for LGBTQ+ youth. According to a recent article, referenced here, the need for sexual 
violence prevention services for middle and high school youth is highlighted.   (see also Finding 
Support & Building Community Amid Political Uncertainty and Navigating Personal Safety while 
Taking Action as an LGBTQ+ Young Person) 

●​ PFLAG is the nation's largest organization dedicated to supporting, educating, and advocating for LGBTQ+ people 

and those who love them. 

●​ Trans Justice Funding Project is here.  Out Now Youth and Translate Gender 
 

CROSS-SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS/PARTNERS 
Health Resources in Action (HRiA) is a Boston-based non-profit working to improve and reimagine 
public health. For over 25 years, HRiA has offered the BEST Initiative (Building Exemplary Systems of 
Training Youth Workers). Their Youth Worker Certificate Training Program consists of an eight-session, 
32-hour training that is based on the nationally recognized Advancing Youth Development curriculum. 
Partnerships also include offering trainings for teaching artist youth workers to better support the 
immediate and long-term mental health needs of youth. To view and register for all trainings, such as 

Youth Mental Health First Aid Certification, click here.  Their partnership with the Enhancing Mental Health Capacity for 
Youth-Serving Organizations initiative also has the goal of building the capacity of community-based organizations serving 
marginalized youth, particularly youth of color and/or LGBTQ+ individuals, who face significant behavioral health disparities.   

 

Parent/Professional Advocacy League is a statewide, grassroots family organization that advocates for 

improved access to mental health services for children, youth and their families.  See PPAL Events. 

Read the Op-Ed by Center for Behavioral Health 
and Wellness Director, Samara Grossman, in the  
Bay State Banner entitled: “ To support Boston’s 
youth, invest in families .” This piece sheds light 

on the urgent youth mental health crisis in the city of Boston — and the critical need 
to support families as a whole in order to address this crisis. Drawing on recent data 
from the Health of Boston Mental Health Report, the Op-Ed calls for a shift away 
from siloed approaches, emphasizing that the emotional well-being of young people 
cannot be separated from the economic and structural realities their families face. 

See also: boston.gov/bphc-mentalhealth 

Children’s Mental Health Campaign is a large statewide network that 

advocates for policy, systems, and practice solutions to ensure all children in Massachusetts have access to 
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https://indivisible.org/campaign/resource-library
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https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/finding-support-building-community-amid-political-uncertainty/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/finding-support-building-community-amid-political-uncertainty/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/resources/guide/navigating-personal-safety-while-taking-action-as-an-lgbtq-young-person/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/resources/guide/navigating-personal-safety-while-taking-action-as-an-lgbtq-young-person/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://w5pviyhab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UljNBjvkmOFIpITmhyyhzb1I8gaYzrpZrIXJ5bLucl_OFNnvoeHI81c5JGgWTCyY2qVdInzfqefOZj4rrFvspEhixDF1JFUv2N8CuNpRT6vXxOtDmM7L8Qm6B4zLnRoriqA1tiIp9SLk-2jXBEE_yR_flqHbRh97&c=Fyvz3ou2vArqKiB2ArYwPlszYOIytFhYzPO5tCqiXzWrdA-UeI8LMg==&ch=e1uYT9kntJMGAhWErhpBtBY-oe1UnsIEk6WZg0jIxPBhycqmgjzmlA==__;!!CPANwP4y!TtdNEMePNSg8JwDiRrHXdcnx5gAiVf5e_RUpkkwiCP83jiNt7xZyJUEhEVZ_sW-nJvInnQYjxCLkUl7zHKKMrYWrdBlt7Cs6LX7r$
https://www.transjusticefundingproject.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://w5pviyhab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UljNBjvkmOFIpITmhyyhzb1I8gaYzrpZrIXJ5bLucl_OFNnvoeHI81c5JGgWTCyYmg1U1gTsgXJ2fXktf3rZ89mgS7zQ3gjXEEH5upm13rgMzKN1r4s-Fq79mtyN_MGFZicOkIyIyG_mp9-PxBHkAB064u-ilKne&c=Fyvz3ou2vArqKiB2ArYwPlszYOIytFhYzPO5tCqiXzWrdA-UeI8LMg==&ch=e1uYT9kntJMGAhWErhpBtBY-oe1UnsIEk6WZg0jIxPBhycqmgjzmlA==__;!!CPANwP4y!TtdNEMePNSg8JwDiRrHXdcnx5gAiVf5e_RUpkkwiCP83jiNt7xZyJUEhEVZ_sW-nJvInnQYjxCLkUl7zHKKMrYWrdBlt7NTg4Brj$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://w5pviyhab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UljNBjvkmOFIpITmhyyhzb1I8gaYzrpZrIXJ5bLucl_OFNnvoeHI81c5JGgWTCyYxKprzYNptTD92iXS_njb5QuD2uU7kTzE4vd0EsfR7nfE5sR-qUSbkEHygsW2VzQ-k4zNFv0TaC1O8RGxsNMKZGBKozzLnvsM&c=Fyvz3ou2vArqKiB2ArYwPlszYOIytFhYzPO5tCqiXzWrdA-UeI8LMg==&ch=e1uYT9kntJMGAhWErhpBtBY-oe1UnsIEk6WZg0jIxPBhycqmgjzmlA==__;!!CPANwP4y!TtdNEMePNSg8JwDiRrHXdcnx5gAiVf5e_RUpkkwiCP83jiNt7xZyJUEhEVZ_sW-nJvInnQYjxCLkUl7zHKKMrYWrdBlt7Iboz2_7$
https://hria.org/
https://youthworkcentral.org/
https://youthworkcentral.org/best-training-institute/
https://www.boston.gov/departments/youth-engagement-and-advancement/professional-development-series
https://hria.org/grants/enhancing-mental-health-capacity-for-youth-serving-organizations/
https://hria.org/grants/enhancing-mental-health-capacity-for-youth-serving-organizations/
https://ppal.net/
https://ppal.net/events/
https://baystatebanner.com/2025/05/15/to-support-bostons-youth-invest-in-families/
https://baystatebanner.com/2025/05/15/to-support-bostons-youth-invest-in-families/
http://boston.gov/bphc-mentalhealth
https://www.childrensmentalhealthcampaign.org/about/#:~:text=We%20are%20a%20large%20statewide,%2C%20effective%2C%20and%20compassionate%20way.


 

resources to prevent, diagnose, and treat mental health issues in a timely, effective, and compassionate way. See resources and 

events.   

Massachusetts Association for Mental Health. MAMH envisions a day when all Massachusetts residents 

have access to the social and economic opportunities that protect overall health and promote resilience. 

Learn more about their advocacy and the FY26 State  budget here.   

 

Explore DESE’s  Catalog of Aligned Supports  - a central hub designed to help districts and 

schools navigate and access high-impact resources and services. Aligned with our Strategic 

Objectives, the catalog supports efforts to meet the evolving needs of students, educators, 

and communities. The catalog includes curated lists in the following categories: 

●​ Grant Offerings 

●​ Guidance, Resources, and Tools 

●​ Assistance and Support Services 

●​ Professional Development Opportunities 

●​ Programming 

Visit the DESE website to learn more. 

​​Arts and Health 

Arts Prescription with Art Pharmacy:  Mass Cultural Council has partnered with Art Pharmacy, 

a healthcare services business that leverages arts-based social prescribing to solve healthcare’s 

biggest challenges, through the implementation and scaling of this work in Massachusetts. 

(Press release: Introducing the First Statewide Social Prescribing Solution in the U.S.,  The 

Power of Arts in Whole-Person Health: Social Prescribing in Massachusetts (Mass General Brigham).  "An Evidence-Based 

Framework for the Use of Arts and Culture in Public Health")  To join Art Pharmacy’s Network of Community Partners click here To 
sign up for an Arts and Culture Partner General Interest Form click here    Health providers can find out more here  You also can 

reach out to them to learn the options you might have to get involved at hello@artpharmacy.co 

●​    'Weathering the climate.' Trump funding cuts have MA arts organizations worried 

●​ As leaders of state and regional organizations, we’re sounding the alarm on Trump’s attacks on the arts - 

Michael Bobbitt, Brian Boyles, Kayla Coleman and Emily Ruddock 

●​ Investing in Creativity as Social Infrastructure  - Laura Zabel 

●​ Five Things Arts Organizations Can Do Right Now  - Michael Rohd 

●​ Expanding the Path to Equitable Arts Funding - Dalouge Smith 

●​ Psychology Today: “The 3 Pillars of the Creative Mindset: A framework for moving beyond limitations to create 

meaningful transformation" - Tasha Golden 

●​ The Art Effect: Neuroaesthetics and the Future of Health Equity - Powering NonProfits 
●​ Massachusetts Nonprofit Collaboration Fund — Masscollab — to launch fall 2025 with goal to strengthen sector through 

collaboration 
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SUPPORT of CONSULTANTS and NATIONAL PROJECTS  
 

SUPPORT and CONSULTING HOURS 2024-2025   
Funded by the Mass Cultural Council and EdVestors as part of the Youth Arts Impact Network CYD 
organizations can access free consulting hours in program design and evaluation provided by 
researcher and evaluator Julia Gittleman. Topics can include survey design, logic models, data and 
evaluation issues, and youth arts program planning. All programs in Massachusetts are eligible to 
utilize these services. To set up a consultation you can reach Julia directly at 
Julia@MGAConsultants.com to schedule a time. Contact Julia Gittleman for more information about: 

 
The National 3C (Create, Collaborate, Catalyze) Data Alliance project 
is striving to create a community of CYD organizations, young people, 
gather, organize, and utilize their program and youth participant data. 
The goals of the project are to build equitable access to data literacy, 

equalize benefits, alleviate costs, and streamline systems. The full 3C Summary can be found here and here.  
We would love to hear from you - click here to connect and stay updated on the 3C progress.  
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JULY/AUGUST 2025 RESOURCES 
YAIN NETWORK - Join us for "Coffee Chats" this Summer!   

We would love to have you join us for one of our upcoming YAIN “Coffee Chats”, a chance to connect in person with fellow CYD 

practitioners, share insights, and strengthen our collective impact. 

We’re offering two sessions, and you’re welcome to attend either or both sessions: 

●​ Session 1 on Thursday, July 31 from 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM: Marquis Victor from Elevated Thought in Lawrence and 

Pedro Cruz from the City of Boston Mayor’s Office of Youth Engagement and Advancement will be speaking 

about Youth Advocacy 

●​ Session 2 on Thursday, August 7 from 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM: We will be focused on Mental Health with Samara 

Grossman, Director from The Center for Behavioral Health and Wellness and Gina San Inocencio, Associate 

Director of Health Resources in Action.  Both will present on the progress in supporting mental health for youth 

and families across Boston.  Gina will also speak about the work of Enhancing Mental Health Capacity for 

Youth-Serving Organizations - HRiA. 

 

Both sessions will now be hosted at the EdVestors office in Back Bay:📍209 Columbus Ave, Suite 410, Boston, MA 02116 

 

Space is limited to 20 participants per session, so please be sure to ☕Register for YAIN Coffee Chats 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES for July and Aug.  

DEADLINE: 7/2/25 Grant for Black Trans Women Visual Artists The Illuminations Grant is a $10,000 
grant, awarded to draw attention to an existing body of work, sheds light on the under-recognized 

contributions of Black trans women visual artists and provides critical support to their continuing work. Four distinguished 
finalists will also receive $1,250. Learn more. 

DEADLINE: 7/2/25 Lesbian Experimental Filmmaking Grant The Barbara Hammer Lesbian 
Experimental Filmmaking Grant is an annual grant awarded to lesbians for making visionary 
moving-image art. Work can be experimental animation, experimental documentary, experimental 
narrative, cross-genre, or solely experimental. Learn more. 

DEADLINE: 7/10/25 Youth Mental Health Fund Established in 2018, Decolonizing Wealth 
Project (DWP) is committed to bringing truth, healing, and repair to our global community. The 
Youth Mental Health Fund (YMHF) is a culturally affirming initiative focused on expanding 
access to community-based mental health care for BIPOC and LGBTQ+ youth between the ages 
of 12-24. Apply here . 

 
DEADLINE: 7/24/25 Advancing Community Driven Mental Health This grant program will fund 
five community based organizations with grants of up to $100,00 a year for two years, starting in 
December 2025 to improve and increase access to community based mental health services for 
adults experiencing mild to moderate mental health distress and practical problems of daily living, 
and develop the skills of a non-clinical workforce. Apply here 
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DEADLINE 8/26/25 Youth Development Fund The Mayor’s Office 
of Human Services is now accepting applications for the FY25 Youth 
Development Fund (YDF) Grant Program. Grants will be awarded up to 
$30,000 per organization and are intended to increase the number of 
high-quality out-of-school programming opportunities for youth 
throughout the city, focusing on sports, artseducation, and growing a 
green generation. These grants support over $1.5M in Connect, Learn, 
Explore program areas, ensuring that Boston youth have access to 

youth sports, arts education, and opportunities to grow and cook their own food. The program is funded by the City of Boston's 
Operating Budget. 
 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS and YOUNG PEOPLE in July/Aug. 
Does your organization have an an event, resource, or program that is Boston-based, free, and aimed at teens?  

To promote it on the OYAE community events calendar or in their weekly public-facing newsletter, 
 please fill out this form. 

 
DEADLINE; 7/9/25 The annual Rare Artist contest is an unique opportunity is for anyone 
living with or personally connected to a rare disease to share their creative voice through 
visual art, photography, poetry, and new this year: music! Click here for more information.  
gfieldcityhall.com 

 
Featuring over 300 youth, Express Yourself showcased an amazing performance with guest artists, 
including: THE PACK DRUMLINE, Ricky Duran (The Voice, S17), STOMP, TEN31 Productions, In the 
Mak'n, Boston Children's Chorus. If you missed May’s live DREAM performance at the Boch 
Center-Wang Theatre, 2025: DREAM is now streaming  here for all to enjoy! 
 

 IN PERSON 8/20/25  5:15 - 6:30 p.m.  Dinner and Reception: 6:45 - 9:00 p.m. A public 
conversation in the Un-monument series.  Building on their groundbreaking book,  "Truth 
Matters: Disagreement in an Age of Division" Robert P. George and Cornel West will explore 
how engaging across differences can help us better understand our complex political 
landscape. As polarization increases, how can we respect principled disagreement while 
maintaining a commitment to the truth, which is crucial for the health of our democracy in 

challenging times? After the conversation, stick around for a FREE public dinner, reception, and book signing. Learn more about 
Un-monument and see a schedule of upcoming events here. Location: Due to the forecast, go to the “in case of  rain”  location - 
Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) at 10 Winter Pl, Boston, MA 02108, in Downtown Boston. Check in  here.  

 IN PERSON 8/30/25 5-9 PM  Save the Harbor presents “Beats on the Beach Block Party”   
Featuring performances by Chelita, Deevo Da Genius, Lilith, TOMO, ToriTori, DJ Rayvino. Hosted 
by DJ WhySham  Come through for a vibrant art market featuring local artists! Location: The 
Lawn on D | 420 D St, Boston  FREE REGISTRATION 

​

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE in July/August  

BCYF 2025  Summer Guide is available. It contains dozens of neighborhood-based and citywide 
programs BCYF offers for Bostonians of all ages and is intended to give you a general idea of what we 
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offer during the summer months. Check their website and follow them for updates  on Facebook, Instagram, and X 
(@BCYFCenters) and Bluesky (BCYF.boston.gov) for updates. 

Boston After Dark Returns this Summer  - Free teen events from 5 - 9 p.m. on Friday nights - all 
summer long! BCYF community centers are pleased to be hosting several Boston After Dark 
Friday night teen nights this summer in partnership with the Office of Youth Engagement and 
Advancement (OYEA). ​

 🍔 Free food and giveaways  🎵 Music by youth DJs   🕕 Friday nights June-August  📍  Find events in your neighborhood at 
Boston.gov/After-dark. 

 DEADLINE: 7/1/25 Arlington Community Education Cover Art Contest Local artists are 
invited to submit up to four pieces for Arlington Community Education’s annual Cover Art 
Contest. Three winners will receive $300 and exposure to an audience of more than 50,000 
in exchange for the use of their artwork. All mediums are welcome.  Open to artists 
high-school-aged and up. Learn more. 

DEADLINE 8/15/25 ATTN: Springfield youth and young adults 16 – 26, who may be interested in working in 
the theme of gambling awareness through the arts. The Gambling Awareness Research Project, (GARI) is a 
groundbreaking, youth-led project that combines public health strategies such as prevention and community 
education with a community art contest to better understand gambling and its effects among teens and young 
adults.  Submissions can include visual art, poetry, music, animation, digital media, dance, and more. All 
forms of creative expression are accepted. Each person who submits will receive a $25 gift card for their first 
entry.   More contest guidelines can be found here.  Photos of artwork are welcomed as well as standard digital 

formats.  Up to 15 winners will receive prizes of $250, $150, and $100 through a community voting process in September. For 
more information, please contact: Theresa Glenn at tglenn@springfieldcityhall.com 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES July./Aug. 

 Virtual 7/16/25 1:00-2:15pm Arts Access Hub: A New Resource for Cultural 
Accessibility. Open Door Arts will share an inside look at the Arts Access Hub—a 
groundbreaking, free digital resource designed to support cultural organizations across 
the country in their accessibility efforts. Launching in August 2025, the Hub will bring 
together over 50 web pages of expert-vetted content, a comprehensive self-assessment 
tool, curated rosters of accessibility experts, and more.  This session will introduce the 
Hub’s features and explore how your organization can use them to drive lasting change, 

foster true inclusion for people with disabilities, and help transform the cultural sector into a more 
equitable and accessible space for all. Register here.  

Virtual 7/16/25 1:30-2:30 NEXT ARTIVIST TOWN HALL.  MassCreative will focus their July 
Artivist Town Hall on the artist displacement crisis in Massachusetts and what advocates 
can do to disrupt it. Join Ami Bennitt, Annis Sengupta, and Jim Grace to hear about their 
efforts to protect and grow creative maker spaces and strategies they have learned that 
other communities can replicate. Please register in advance by clicking here. 

IN PERSON 7/30/25 6pm  (doors open at 5:30 PM). The BOSTON MAYORAL FORUM ON 
ARTS & CULTURE.  This forum is your chance to hear directly from mayoral candidates 
Michelle Wu, Josh Kraft, and Domingos DaRosa about their visions for the creative 
workforce and economy. They want to pack the Strand with artists, creatives, educators, 
organizers, and everyone who believes that creativity is essential to the City of Boston. 
REGISTER FOR THE FORUM by Tuesday, July 29th at 12 PM. Invite 3-5 people to attend 

 
19 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea7a5ca74b5bfb9ab5d4585d184aef661bfd69ecea81a03a527e903e294c772b04__;!!CPANwP4y!R52dLZJyNH_YOi3r_u_r5muUV5ntCtYVljTTFXKJyWOV7tLi5YEn8ERiUePc97ynqBJBA19I73wtwQyCdCgaEfCxSnoSzP1N6A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea7a5ca74b5bfb9ab5d4585d184aef661bfd69ecea81a03a522097984e6c6ea833__;!!CPANwP4y!R52dLZJyNH_YOi3r_u_r5muUV5ntCtYVljTTFXKJyWOV7tLi5YEn8ERiUePc97ynqBJBA19I73wtwQyCdCgaEfCxSnpZArx2cA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea7a5ca74b5bfb9ab5d4585d184aef661bfd69ecea81a03a52db320e7e03199e39__;!!CPANwP4y!R52dLZJyNH_YOi3r_u_r5muUV5ntCtYVljTTFXKJyWOV7tLi5YEn8ERiUePc97ynqBJBA19I73wtwQyCdCgaEfCxSnrcfgISmA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea7a5ca74b5bfb9ab5d4585d184aef661bfd69ecea81a03a527c30e21b94982b8f__;!!CPANwP4y!R52dLZJyNH_YOi3r_u_r5muUV5ntCtYVljTTFXKJyWOV7tLi5YEn8ERiUePc97ynqBJBA19I73wtwQyCdCgaEfCxSnoX0Ujsog$
https://www.boston.gov/departments/youth-engagement-and-advancement/boston-after-dark?utm_source=Youth+Engagement+and+Advancement&utm_campaign=OYEA+Weekly+9/3&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Boston+Centers+for+Youth+and+Families&utm_campaign=BCYF+News+-+February+2025&utm_medium=email
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea7a5ca74b5bfb9ab5d4585d184aef661b4aa8a15b1ee8b64d6cfdc44e9f49b1c3__;!!CPANwP4y!R52dLZJyNH_YOi3r_u_r5muUV5ntCtYVljTTFXKJyWOV7tLi5YEn8ERiUePc97ynqBJBA19I73wtwQyCdCgaEfCxSnoFpUFxOg$
https://www.arlingtoncommunityed.org/cover-art-contest/
https://www.gariproject.org/wagers-and-whispers
mailto:tglenn@springfieldcityhall.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://brainworks.mcla.edu/so/9aPUiS2PN/c?w=cieo_yEN1gSdSXifvSXze3QTtykWml_VYizpbG-ZTiY.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmVmYS5vcmcvZXZlbnRzL2FydHMtYWNjZXNzLWh1Yi1uZXctcmVzb3VyY2UtY3VsdHVyYWwtYWNjZXNzaWJpbGl0eSIsInIiOiIzYWU2Njk3Ny1lNWIyLTQxYzEtYmI0Ny03ZTI1YjRkOTY1NWUiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiIxMDFiODc4Yy1lZDY1LTQzZmUtYTliYy1hMjllYWYwMWU1ODYifQ__;!!CPANwP4y!R3x__HECJLlrhhVSF9iRnKR8ux7bMPjw0raXlYV3UABB2RrRg-s_C4MTyFvMO_Hx1tsPVhvBsRy63MyuWwIZVthMjd-TZagc1H9t$
https://www.nefa.org/events/arts-access-hub-new-resource-cultural-accessibility
https://www.mass-creative.org/events/july-2025-artivist-town-hall?emci=6719eeda-ca52-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=4fc81081-ba55-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=1372929
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.everyaction.com/k/110532410/554671377/2122694235?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNMDEvMS8xMDE4NzEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNGZjODEwODEtYmE1NS1mMDExLThmN2MtNjA0NWJkZmU4ZTljIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJrYXRoZS5zd2FiYWNrQG1hc3MuZ292Ig0KfQ*3D*3D&hmac=Um4KYkuaI1RBFOvOObdZ_iMVe5b0WQxSx0yd6jIy7OU=&emci=6719eeda-ca52-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=4fc81081-ba55-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=1372929__;JSU!!CPANwP4y!WdbzvXzWuzllv-xCt8TXoMPie66IKOJxs2lqiRmaED7bgCkVKL6536fFXu-RrrJLRSKSPJG1IYTgn2rQ3jJDvDw$


 

the forum with you so we can show City Hall that our sector is engaged, organized, and expects 
accountability. For questions about Create the Vote and the Boston coalition, please contact 
createthevote@mass-creative.org. 

The National Guild for Community Arts Education is forming GuildCollectives (regional hubs for local 

collaboration) and Unity Networks (role-specific peer communities), as spaces for critical dialogue, professional 

growth, peer connection, and transforming arts education. They are seeking passionate leaders for three roles 

1. Teaching Artists Unity Network Leader 2. Creative Aging Unity Network Leader and 3. Regional 

GuildCollective Leaders (Mid-Atlantic, Northeast, Southern Commitment: 2 years Applications open until filled. 

Apply Today! 

●​ Learn more about GuildCollectives and Unity Networks. 

●​  Unity Network Roles & Responsibilities 

●​  GuildCollective Leader Roles & Responsibilities 

OPPORTUNITIES IN WESTERN MA    

7/16/25 Community Day: Art in Action, at the Clark, celebrates vibrant artwork, the lush summer campus, and 
the remarkable women artists highlighted in the exhibitions open this season—A Room of Her Own: Women 
Artist-Activists in Britain, 1875–1945; Berenice Abbott's Modern Lens; and Mariel Capanna: Giornata. Enjoy free 
admission to the permanent collection and special exhibitions all day, as well as special activities, art-making, 
artist demonstrations, and entertainment inspired by these special exhibitions.  Free and open to all. 
Refreshments available for purchase. Held rain or shine.  

8/23/25 10am–3pm  MASS MoCA Educator PD Day  Join Rebecca Cuscaden Marvin, MASS MoCA’s Senior 
Manager of School Programs, and facilitators for a free professional development day of workshops for PreK-12 
educators! Workshops will provide ways to enhance your students’ learning through arts integration activities and 
techniques such as Visual Thinking Strategies, Universal Design for Learning, and activity-based teaching. Topics of 
focus will include how to discuss difficult topics through art, utilizing visual thinking strategies in the classroom, as 
well as movement and art-making activities to support diverse learning styles. Coffee, lunch, and gallery admission 
will be provided. Educators will have the opportunity to receive 5 PDPs in the area of visual arts for participation. 

Lesson plans and resources will be provided after the workshops with the opportunity to complete additional work offsite to 
receive another 5 PDPs. Learn more and register here.  

 8/30 /25 11-3 -Summer Saturdays for Families  Norman Rockwell Museum, Stockbridge   
Free with Museum Admission  Try your hand at making art inspired by these beloved 
illustrators.  You’ll want to return again and again with a variety of fun and engaging 

experiences for the whole family; it’s the perfect way to spend some quality time together on your summer Saturdays. Click here 
for more.   

OTHER RESOURCES and OPPORTUNITIES  

Does your organization have an event, resource, or program that is Boston-based, free, and aimed at teens? See the Boston  
community events calendar or to place it in the  weekly public-facing newsletter, please fill out this form. 

IN PERSON 8/18/25-8/22/25 HRiA's August Youth Worker Certificate Training – with 
full reimbursement!  Registration is now open for The BEST Initiative's August 18th-22nd 
Youth Worker Certificate Intensive (YWC) Training. The YWC training is a 32-hour 
in-person training where participants will dive into topics such as positive youth 
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outcomes, trauma-informed practices, collective resilience, increasing youth participation and engagement, and other critical 
issues. This training is now eligible for full reimbursement through the Massachusetts Workforce Training Fund Express Program. 
If your organization is a Massachusetts-based nonprofit with fewer than 100 employees, it may qualify! The application is quick 
and takes about 15 minutes to complete. Please email us at best@hria.org with any questions or comments! Click on 
www.youthworkcentral.org to learn more.  

 A NEW RESOURCE FOR BOSTON'S ARTISTS: Announcing the launch of the  Arts Action Consortium 
(AAC), a dynamic new initiative funded by the Mayor's Office of Arts and Culture, aimed at 
strengthening and sustaining Boston’s creative workforce!  ACC is comprised of six distinguished 
Boston-based partner organizations: Ágora Cultural Architects, Arts and Business Council, Assets for 
Artists, Bloom Arts Strategy, Dunamis, and Midday Movement Series. AAC’s inaugural program is the 
Artist Pathways Project, which will offer free resources to Boston artists, including: 

●​  1,000 hours of one-on-one consultations for artistic development, grant writing, business 
development, legal support, and financial literacy 

●​  100+ workshops and 3 cohort opportunities covering essential career-building topics 
●​ Access to rehearsal, performance, and convening space 
●​ Community building social events. 

Examples of offerings:  DEADLINE: 7/31/25 Open Doors Production Residency  and DEADLINE: 8/14/25 Capacity Building 
Cohort   

Creative Community & Economic Development Resources Guide Mass Cultural Council has developed a Creative Community & 

Economic Development Resources Guide to assist rural municipalities in creatively re-strategizing the way they apply for and use 

already existing resources and funding to support their communities on a local, regional, state, and national level. Created with 

the generous support of Massachusetts’s Rural Affairs Office 

 

TO SEE THE ARCHIVE of PAST OPPORTUNITIES 

Click HERE 

 
"The new dawn blooms as we free it​

For there is always light,​
if only we are brave enough to see it​
If only we are brave enough to be it.” 

​ 
— Amanda Gorman 

 (An excerpt from her poem, "The Hill We Climb") 
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https://youthworkcentral.org/wp-content/uploads/August-2025-YWC-Training.pdf
http://www.youthworkcentral.org/
http://www.youthworkcentral.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea970f62d33f381c6a8d5194a9b62f3ce1c771604b259769a90f39b1a4bada48d1__;!!CPANwP4y!VOE-k3Xqof_Asb7NJj60rDINyvbaIQCU9j0Fd5phnxDXHZ8hkUmgI30Sf9G_iOEWFstJaX2S2kY6WjQLD_kdVMgQRAAp$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea970f62d33f381c6a8d5194a9b62f3ce1c771604b259769a90f39b1a4bada48d1__;!!CPANwP4y!VOE-k3Xqof_Asb7NJj60rDINyvbaIQCU9j0Fd5phnxDXHZ8hkUmgI30Sf9G_iOEWFstJaX2S2kY6WjQLD_kdVMgQRAAp$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eeab8bdccfabd6fd936d4585d184aef661bd7bb7a7b3bf373a80ed80f63ddb3cf83__;!!CPANwP4y!Wy4FjiREyLa8CuX2DOr5yF8eS1bmpS4HR_p2SDRKOs4YOKD4yiA2Ar0NbZzXjhOyEi3Soct6zi-vxD5bK_v5z2wSbnVAUIXTzQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eeab8bdccfabd6fd936d4585d184aef661bd7bb7a7b3bf373a8401508c3a25fc977__;!!CPANwP4y!Wy4FjiREyLa8CuX2DOr5yF8eS1bmpS4HR_p2SDRKOs4YOKD4yiA2Ar0NbZzXjhOyEi3Soct6zi-vxD5bK_v5z2wSbnU4Vkm3Ug$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eeab8bdccfabd6fd936d4585d184aef661bd7bb7a7b3bf373a8401508c3a25fc977__;!!CPANwP4y!Wy4FjiREyLa8CuX2DOr5yF8eS1bmpS4HR_p2SDRKOs4YOKD4yiA2Ar0NbZzXjhOyEi3Soct6zi-vxD5bK_v5z2wSbnU4Vkm3Ug$
https://brainworks.mcla.edu/so/51PXs9V5x/c?w=hsAreom-Z5c2hu2apfKOkBB_kuhJamqMrT8X8oEHd2c.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91cmwudXNiLm0ubWltZWNhc3Rwcm90ZWN0LmNvbS9zL3lXOFNDMkdsZ0xINUVSNlNuQnR2czV6YjAtP2RvbWFpbj1tYXNzY3VsdHVyYWxjb3VuY2lsLnVzMTMubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tIiwiciI6Ijk4ZDcwZDEyLTBlZWMtNDE1Yy1hODQ2LTUyMzBjNzg0ZDU5NSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjEwMWI4NzhjLWVkNjUtNDNmZS1hOWJjLWEyOWVhZjAxZTU4NiJ9
https://brainworks.mcla.edu/so/51PXs9V5x/c?w=hsAreom-Z5c2hu2apfKOkBB_kuhJamqMrT8X8oEHd2c.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91cmwudXNiLm0ubWltZWNhc3Rwcm90ZWN0LmNvbS9zL3lXOFNDMkdsZ0xINUVSNlNuQnR2czV6YjAtP2RvbWFpbj1tYXNzY3VsdHVyYWxjb3VuY2lsLnVzMTMubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tIiwiciI6Ijk4ZDcwZDEyLTBlZWMtNDE1Yy1hODQ2LTUyMzBjNzg0ZDU5NSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjEwMWI4NzhjLWVkNjUtNDNmZS1hOWJjLWEyOWVhZjAxZTU4NiJ9
https://brainworks.mcla.edu/so/51PXs9V5x/c?w=nbL7-AfQ0JDEjvOmvJ9u-eJidTgQ1V-mm1J4QEArWKc.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91cmwudXNiLm0ubWltZWNhc3Rwcm90ZWN0LmNvbS9zL0pxWlVDM1ltak1TRFJHeHVnRHV3c1ExdDVUP2RvbWFpbj1tYXNzY3VsdHVyYWxjb3VuY2lsLnVzMTMubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tIiwiciI6Ijk4ZDcwZDEyLTBlZWMtNDE1Yy1hODQ2LTUyMzBjNzg0ZDU5NSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjEwMWI4NzhjLWVkNjUtNDNmZS1hOWJjLWEyOWVhZjAxZTU4NiJ9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kGp6H3TqVbrFVOMuGfdTRHst3M3I8Zav-jGJXLdkGiA/edit?usp=sharing
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