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What Is the Success Rate of LASIK Raleigh? 

 

When considering any medical procedure, understanding success rates and potential risks is essential for 
making an informed decision. LASIK has one of the best safety and effectiveness profiles of any elective 
surgery, with decades of research supporting its outcomes. Knowing what "success" means in the context of 
LASIK and what factors influence your individual results can help set appropriate expectations. 

Defining Success in LASIK Outcomes 
Success rates for LASIK are typically measured by how many patients achieve 20/40 vision or better—good 
enough to legally drive without correction in most states. By this standard, LASIK has a success rate 
exceeding 96% according to multiple large studies. Many patients achieve even better results, with 
approximately 90% reaching 20/20 vision or better after the procedure. 
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It's important to understand that "success" doesn't always mean perfect vision without any corrective lenses 
whatsoever. Some patients still need mild prescription glasses for certain activities like driving at night or 
reading small print. However, the vast majority experience dramatic improvement in their vision and 
significantly reduced dependence on correction. 

Patient Satisfaction Rates in Raleigh 
Perhaps more telling than clinical measurements is how patients feel about their LASIK results. Studies 
consistently show satisfaction rates above 95%, with most patients reporting they would choose LASIK again if 
given the choice. This high satisfaction persists even among patients who didn't achieve perfect 20/20 vision. 

The difference LASIK makes in daily quality of life contributes to these satisfaction rates. Even patients with 
minor residual refractive errors typically experience enough improvement to feel the procedure was worthwhile. 

Factors That Influence Success 
Your individual success with LASIK depends on several factors. The severity of your initial prescription plays a 
role—people with mild to moderate prescriptions typically achieve better outcomes than those with very high 
prescriptions. Your age matters too, as vision stability is important for lasting results. 

Corneal thickness and shape affect both candidacy and outcomes. Thicker corneas allow more correction 
flexibility, while irregularly shaped corneas may be more challenging to treat perfectly. Your overall eye health, 
including conditions like dry eye, influences how well you heal and adapt after surgery. 

The skill and experience of your surgeon significantly impacts results. Established surgeons who've performed 
thousands of procedures typically have better outcomes and lower complication rates than less experienced 
practitioners. 

Potential Complications and How Often They Occur 
Serious complications from LASIK are rare, occurring in less than 1% of procedures. These might include 
significant vision loss, severe dry eye that doesn't resolve, or irregular corneal healing. Most complications, 
when they do occur, can be managed or corrected through additional treatments. 

More common but minor issues include temporary dry eye (affecting up to 50% of patients initially but usually 
resolving within months), visual disturbances like halos or glare around lights at night (typically diminishing 
over time), and slight under-correction or over-correction requiring enhancement procedures. 

The risk of infection is extremely low, around 0.01%, due to rigorous sterile techniques and preventive 
antibiotic eye drops used during recovery. 

Long-Term Stability of Results 
LASIK results are permanent in that the corneal tissue removed during surgery doesn't grow back. However, 
your eyes can still change naturally over time due to aging. Most patients maintain excellent vision for many 
years or decades after LASIK. 
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Some people may experience mild regression, where a small portion of their original prescription gradually 
returns over time. This is more common in younger patients who haven't yet reached complete vision stability. 
Enhancement procedures can address regression if it becomes bothersome. 

After age 40, most people develop presbyopia—age-related difficulty focusing on close objects—regardless of 
whether they've had LASIK. This is a normal part of aging and will eventually require reading glasses for most 
patients. 

Why Porter Ophthalmology in Raleigh 
Porter Ophthalmology maintains exceptional LASIK success rates through careful patient selection, advanced 
technology, and surgical expertise. We thoroughly screen candidates to ensure LASIK is appropriate for your 
specific eyes, and we provide honest assessments about expected outcomes. Our commitment to ongoing 
follow-up care ensures any issues are addressed promptly. Raleigh patients trust us for our transparency about 
both the benefits and realistic limitations of LASIK. 

Learn About Your Individual Outlook 
While general success rates are encouraging, your individual results depend on your unique eyes and 
circumstances. Porter Ophthalmology in Raleigh offers comprehensive evaluations that help predict your 
specific likelihood of success with LASIK. During your consultation, we'll discuss your expected outcomes 
based on your prescription, eye health, and lifestyle needs. Contact us today to schedule your assessment and 
get personalized answers about what LASIK success might look like for you.​
 

Company Description 
Raleigh's most trusted refractive surgeons offering LASIK, LALEX (SMILE), PRK, EVO-ICL, Custom Lens Replacement 
(CLR/RLE), and cataract surgery.​
 

Contact Details 
Porter Ophthalmology 
5962 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh, NC 27609 
(919) 876-4064 
Website: https://eyeporter.com/lasik-raleigh/ 
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/eyeporter/lasik-raleigh 
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kQVzgS8pD7LM4e12lNDUp3u-ySDz6V00 
 

Recommended Resources 
https://mgyb.co/s/hlpXI 
https://mgyb.co/s/wdvKn 
https://mgyb.co/s/Pxlnr 
https://mgyb.co/s/kbHmj 
https://mgyb.co/s/WZdKp 
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