Statement from LGBTQ Community Members Regarding CPD Forum
To whom it may concern,

A small group of LGBTQ community members participated in a virtual forum on Tuesday, June 30,
2020, set up by the Chicago Police Department (CPD) to “introduce Superintendent [David O.]
Brown to organization founders and leaders in the LGBTQ+ community.” The goal of the 45-minute
meeting via Zoom was to foster a discussion on how CPD could better support the needs of the

Chicago trans and queer community.

The ideas Superintendent Brown and other personnel presented in the forum were nothing new nor
inspired: Follow-up on the long-failed consent decree, introducing more LGBTQ community liaisons,
changing the official language of certain documents to be more gender-inclusive, community
dialogues, etc.

What was new was the response: Nearly every trans and queer person on the call, representing a range
of organizations, identities, and communities, called unequivocally for the defunding of CPD, and
investment in the social programs that actually prevent trans and queer people from experiencing

violence—including the violence that emanates from the police themselves.
Some of the most consistent demands raised were:

#PoliceFreeSchools for trans and queer students
The decriminalization of sex work, and of the lives of Black trans women and queer women
of color

e The substantial defunding of CPD—no more money wasted on community outreach,
sensitivity trainings, LGBTQ liaisons, and other failed reforms
The reopening of closed schools and mental health clinics
Robust investment in public education, housing, free mental health care, after school

programs, healthcare, drug treatment, and community-led interventions to address violence

As trans and queer leaders, organizers, and community members, we demand the funding of
community programs and social services IN PLACE OF and NOT ALONGSIDE more policing and
incarceration. We remain steadfast in our value that policing is as inherently transphobic and

homophobic as it is anti-Black, racist, and harmful to all our communities.

Even when asked to do so, Superintendent Brown and other CPD personnel refused to agree to nor
support any of these demands. What they describe as a “disagreement” we understand to be

irreconcilable differences in how we value and prioritize trans and queer, Black and brown, immigrant



and undocumented lives. What they refer to as “public safety” is solely a vision for how our
communities are surveilled, harassed, and caged. Our vision for public safety is fundamentally about

how our communities are supported, nurtured, healed, and given room to thrive.

Let the record show that we have sat at their table and made our demands through their channels. We

refuse to be gaslit into doing so again, with the same inevitable lack of results.

Alexis F. Abarca put it best: CPD is like the abusive partners so many of us are familiar with as trans
and queer people. They hold all the power, all the resources, and continue to dialogue with us about
how they mean well, how they will change, how the dynamic between us will soon become more
equitable. Yet they keep failing to deliver, and we keep coming back. They keep making promises, and
we keep being brushed aside, ignored, and harmed. We, the undersigned, commit to breaking this

relationship off permanently.

The demands of our community were made clearly in this forum, and we make them again here. We
are not interested in any more time-wasting, face-saving conversations. We are not interested in any
more superficial engagement with an institution built on and bent on our destruction. Meet the

demands of trans and queer communities, of sex workers, of youth, or get out of our way.
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