Sophomore end-of-year reviews
Overview

Sophomores are asked to present their work at the end of the academic year. It's a great way to end the
year, each student gains a close read of their work and the faculty gain a wide view of the curriculum.
Students receive critical feedback from faculty other than their instructors and can receive some of the
best on-the-spot advising for future study (areas of improvement/strengths). Think of the review as your
final Design Studio project for the year, a unit that carries the question: “how can you present 9 months of
work in 15-20 minutes?” You are designing an experience for your faculty audience that reflects who you
are now in your education, and what your design work consists of.

Your Design Studio instructors may have specific advice, but below are the Department’s expectations of
the review. This document is shared with faculty before entering the review.

Summary of goals for the review:

- To draw out strengths and weakness within a student and in the curriculum at large

- To allow for a holistic view of a student's body of work

- To allow students to meet and hear from faculty other than their instructors

- To advise students on future courses, internships, areas of interest

- To force a student to present his/her body of work in a clear manner and a short amount of time (an
important design problem in its own right)

Advice on what and how to prepare:

- Bring all of your work from this year. What you see as weak or irrelevant may really help instructors
understand your trajectory. Consider how your presentation may emphasize the primary projects from each
course while giving instructor’s access to the process or versions. We want to see your stronger and
weaker moments in order to help guide you as best we can.

- Include non-school work if it helps to complete a picture of your year. For example, if you spent months on
a project for a student group, show it!

- Show non-major studio work (wintersession) and be prepared to talk about Liberal Arts courses and how
they fit into your GD work

- Visit your room in advance to plan out your presentation. Arrive 20 minutes before your scheduled time to
hang up work on walls and lay out projects on tables. Borrow a friend’s laptop if you need more computer



displays. Use the projector if needed. Bring pushpins or other supplies that you need. Bring a laptop or
plug in to a projector if available to show digital work.

- You may need to reprint work or revise work to fit your presentation. Digital work may be best printed
given the short time period.

- You may ask a classmate or friend to be present to take notes or to hear the conversation. The review is
considered closed except for peers you invite or faculty who are assigned or wish to be present.

The reviews go quickly so we will start and end on time. A list of student date and times will posted on a
Notice (available online as well). Ask your DS instructor if you have any questions. Best of luck preparing
your work and closing out the semester.


http://notices.risd.gd/post/116256572616/final-review-schedule

