
Vocabulary: A World of Myths 
 
myth: a story of unknown authorship that people told long ago in an attempt to answer 
serious questions about how important things began and occurred; myths generally 
involve nature or the adventures of gods and heroes 
 
Pourquoi: a French word meaning “Why” 
 
Pourquoi tale: a fictional story that explains why something is the way it is 
 
renditions/versions: a performance or interpretation of a piece of music, poetry, 
drama, story, or character’s role 
 
origin: the beginning; the source 
 

Pourquoi tale 
a fictional story that explains 
why something is the way it is 

renditions/versions 
a performance or interpretation 
of a piece of music, poetry, 
drama, story, or character’s role 

Pourquoi 
a French word meaning “Why” 

origin 
the beginning; the source 

myth 
a story of unknown authorship that people told long ago in an 
attempt to answer serious questions about how important things 
began and occurred; myths generally involve nature or the 
adventures of gods and heroes 
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