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Document date: refreshed 2026-08-13 · live URL unchanged 

AdditionDeletionChanged 

Why this change: SEO title uses Title Case to match example CLEAN.docx; H1 stays sentence case with H1: prefix per SOP. 

SEO title: Legal Basement Window Size in Canada | Egress Window Size & Code Guid e 1

Why this change: Meta description rewritten for primary intent + safe DIY + when assessment beats cleaning — CTR-focused, no hard-sell ROI 

claims. 

Meta description: Learn legal basement window size and egress window size rules in Canada. NBC clear-opening requirements, how to measure, 

window wells, and retrofit tips for code-compliant basement egres s. 2

Why this change: URL slug stays unchanged so equity and GSC history stay on this URL. 

URL slug: https://www.windowscanada.com/whitepages/legal-basement-window-size.html (unchanged) 

Why this change: Full refreshed article below. Every add/delete/replace has a Why-this-change argument. Deleted live blocks keep original 

hierarchy (H1/H2/H3/list/quote). 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Legal Basement Window Size: Ensuring Safety and Complia nce” → 3

refreshed “Legal basement window size and egress window size in Canada”) while preserving hierarchy level. Tightens wording for CCW voice 

(shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

Legal Basement Window Size: Ensuring Safety and Compliance 

H1: Legal basement window size and egress window size in Ca nada 4

Why this change: Short egress fence H2 with link to `what-egress-window.html` (definition page keeps definition-only intent). 

This guide consolidates the current Canadian baseline for egress requirements, explains how to measure precise openings correctly, and shows 

how to upgrade older homes to meet code — without compromising design or energy performance. 

4 [W004] Why this change: Adds this passage to close an intent/structure gap versus the live page. 

3 [W003] Why this change: Removes live copy that was condensed, moved, or replaced by clearer wording nearby. 

2 [W002] Why this change: Meta rewritten for primary intent and CTR; no hard-sell or unverified ROI claims. 

1 [W001] Why this change: SEO title uses Title Case to match example CLEAN.docx; H1 stays sentence case with H1: prefix. 

https://www.windowscanada.com/whitepages/legal-basement-window-size.html


 

Legal basement window size in Canada is about the clear opening a person can use to escape, not the size of the glass you see from the street. 

H2: Key takeaways 

Why this change: Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

●​ Basement bedroom = egress required. A basement bedroom must have an egress window (unless that room has a direct exterior door). 

●​ NBC baseline: Unobstructed opening ≥ 0.35 m², no dimension < 380 mm, sill ≤ 1.5 m above finished floor. 

●​ Clear opening only. Only the unobstructed opening counts toward egress — not frame, sash, grilles, or hardware. 

●​ Local rules vary. Provinces/municipalities can add stricter provisions; always confirm with your Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). 

●​ Window wells matter. For below-grade windows, adequate well size, drainage, and a ladder (for deep wells) are critical. 

●​ Retrofits are standard. Older homes often need larger openings, new wells, and structural reinforcement to comply. 

●​ Professional install. Proper installation and inspection ensure compliance, durability, and insurance acceptance. 

●​ A legal basement bedroom needs an egress path: an egress window or a direct exterior  door. 5

●​ NBC (National Building Code of Canada) baseline: unobstructed opening at least 0.35 m², no clear dimension under 380 mm, sill no more 

than 1.5 m above finished  floor. 6

●​ Only the clear opening counts. Frame, sash, grilles, and hardware that shrink the passable area can fail ins pection. 7

●​ Provinces and municipalities can add stricter rules. Always confirm egress window size requirements with your local building department 

before you cu t or buy. 8

8 [W008] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 

7 [W007] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 

6 [W006] Why this change: Replaces “≥ < ≤” with “(National Building Code of Canada) at least clear under no more than” so the wording better matches CCW 
voice / verified facts / scan intent, without rewriting the whole paragraph. 

5 [W005] Why this change: Replaces “Basement bedroom = egress required. A must have (unless that room has door).” with “A legal needs an egress path: or 
door.” so the wording better matches CCW voice / verified facts / scan intent, without rewriting the whole paragraph. 



●​ Below-grade windows need a properly sized window well, drainage, and often a ladder when the wel l is deep. 9

●​ Casement windows often meet egress window size targets most easily; sliders and single-hung units can work only when the openable 

panel is la rge enough. 10

●​ Retrofits in older homes usually mean enlarging the opening, adding a well, and getting permits. Professional measurement beats brochure

 dimensions. 11

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “What Is an Egress Window — and W hy It Matters” → refreshed “Egress 12

window size vs legal basement window size”) while preserving hierarchy level. 

What Is an Egress Window — and Why It Matters 

An egress window is a specially designed window that serves as a legal and safe emergency exit point from a building. Building codes across 

Canada require egress windows in specific living spaces — especially in basements — to protect occupants in the event of a fire or other 

emergency. 

Unlike regular windows, an egress window must allow a person to exit quickly and enable emergency responders to enter the space from outside if 

needed. To meet safety and code requirements, it must be: 

●​ Large enough for easy escape: The opening must meet specific minimum width and height dimensions so an average adult can pass through 

without restriction. 

●​ Installed low enough for access: The bottom of the opening should be positioned close enough to the floor to be reachable without climbing 

on furniture or using tools. 

●​ Operable without special tools or knowledge: The window should open easily by hand from the inside, without the need for keys, extra 

effort, or complex mechanisms that could impede an escape. 

In short, an egress window is more than just a source of natural light — it’s a life-saving safety feature that ensures every living space has a 

reliable emergency exit. 

“Homeowners often underestimate the importance of egress sizing. A correctly sized basement window doesn’t just ‘meet code’ — it provides a 

safe, accessible exit when it matters most,” explains Helen Sin , Consumer Success Manager at Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™ . 

H2: Egress window size vs legal baseme nt window size 13

Searchers ask about legal basement window size and egress window size for the same reason: they need to know whether a basement window 

13 [W013] Why this change: Adds this passage to close an intent/structure gap versus the live page. 

12 [W012] Why this change: Removes live copy that was condensed, moved, or replaced by clearer wording nearby. 

11 [W011] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 

10 [W010] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 

9 [W009] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 



qualifies as a code-compliant emergency exit. 

An egress window is an operable opening sized for escape and rescue. For basement bedrooms and many secondary suites, that opening must 

meet minimum width, height, area, sill height, and operation rules. This page focuses on size, compliance, and measuring. For a fuller definition 

of what an egress window is and why it matters, see the dedicated egress guide linked above. 

In practice, a window can look large on the outside and still fail because the sash does not swing clear, a slider only opens halfway, or grilles block 

the path. That is why clear-opening math matters more than nominal unit size. 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Canadian Code Baseline (NBC) for Basement Egress Windows” → 

refreshed “NBC baseline for basement egress window size”) while preserving hierarchy level. 

Canadian Code Baseline (NBC) for Basement Egress Windows 

The National Building Code of Canada (NBC) sets the baseline for egress in dwelling units. Provinces adopt the NBC (often with amendments). 

Core metrics: 

●​ Unobstructed Openable Area: ≥ 0.35 m² (3.77 ft²). 

●​ Minimum Dimension: ≥ 380 mm (15 in) in both width and height of the clear opening. 

●​ Maximum Sill Height: ≤ 1.5 m (4.9 ft) above the finished floor. 

●​ No Obstructions: Grilles, divided lites, sash thickness, and hardware must not reduce the clear opening below the required values. 

●​ Operation: The window must be openable without keys, tools, or special knowledge—security bars—only with an interior quick-release. 

H2: NBC baseline for basement egress window size 

The National Building Code of Canada (NBC) sets the baseline for egress in dwelling units. Provinces adopt the NBC, often with amendments. 

Your authority having jurisdiction (AHJ), usually the local building department, applies the version and any local bylaws that apply to your 

project. 

Requirement NBC baseline (typical) 

Unobstructed openable area At least 0.35 m² (about 3.77 ft²) 

Minimum clear width and height At least 380 mm (15 in) each 

Maximum sill height No more than 1.5 m (about 4.9 ft) above finished 

floor 

Obstructions Grilles, divided lites, sash, and hardware must not 

reduce the clear opening below required values 

Operation Openable from inside without keys, tools, or special 

knowledge; security bars only with interior 

https://www.windowscanada.com/whitepages/what-egress-window.html
https://nrc.canada.ca/en/certifications-evaluations-standards/codes-canada/codes-canada-publications/national-building-code-canada-2020


Requirement NBC baseline (typical) 

quick-release 

These numbers are the reference point for basement egress window Canada projects. Your inspector will measure the clear opening with the 

sash in the fully open egress position. 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Provincial & Municipal Variations” → refreshed “Provincial and municipal 

variations”) while preserving hierarchy level. Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying 

technical advice. 

Provincial & Municipal Variations 

Always verify with your local building department; fines and rework for non-compliance are common. 

Jurisdiction Baseline Notes 

Ontario (OBC) Follows NBC Stricter oversight for secondary 

suites; ensure window wells and 

clear-opening math align with 

local inspections. 

British Columbia (BCBC) NBC-aligned Local wildfire and smoke 

provisions may affect fenestration 

details in some zones. 

Alberta (ABC) NBC-aligned Emphasis on weather and drainage 

in below-grade wells. 

Municipal bylaws Vary May refine sill heights, well 

geometry, guard/cover rules, and 

heritage overlays. 

H3: Provincial and municipal variations 

Rules are not identical in every province or city. Ontario, British Columbia, Alberta, and other jurisdictions align with NBC for core egress 

window size metrics in many cases, but local bylaws can tighten sill height, window well geometry, guard or cover rules, secondary-suite 

requirements, or heritage overlays. 

Do not rely on a generic online chart alone. Contact your municipality before you order windows or cut foundation walls. Fines, insurance issues, 

and rework are common when clear-opening math or well details do not match local enforcement. 

Why this change: Keeps the already-live expert quote (Helen/Tony) — not newly invented — and formats it as a proper quote block with the 



author about-page link. Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Which Basement Window Types Can Qualify for Egress” → refreshed 

“Which window types can meet egress window size”) while preserving hierarchy level. 

Which Basement Window Types Can Qualify for Egress 

Suitability depends on the clear opening with the sash fully open — not the nominal size. 

Window Type Egress-Suitable? Why / Why Not 

Casement Often best Sash swings clear; easiest to 

achieve ≥ 0.35 m² with ≥ 380 mm 

min dimensions. 

Horizontal Slider Sometimes Only the openable half counts; 

choose larger units to reach the 

required clear area. 

Single-Hung Sometimes The movable sash defines the 

opening; it may need oversizing. 

Hopper (inward) Generally no Can obstruct the escape path; may 

conflict with the well space. 

Awning (top-hinged) Generally no Hinges can restrict passage; often 

not accepted for bedrooms. 

“In retrofits, we see windows that look big enough but fail once the clear opening is measured. Only the unobstructed opening counts — not the 

frame or sash,” notes Tony Wong , Project Manager at Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™ . 

H2: Which window types can meet egress window size 

Suitability depends on the clear opening with the sash fully open, not the label on the brochure. 

Window type Egress suitable? Why / why not 

Casement Often best Sash swings clear; easiest path to 

at least 0.35 m² with at least 380 

mm on each side 

Horizontal slider Sometimes Only the openable panel counts; 

unit often needs oversizing 

Single-hung Sometimes Movable sash defines the opening; 



Window type Egress suitable? Why / why not 

may need a larg er unit 14

Hopper (inward) Gener ally no 15 Can obstruct the escape path and 

conflict with well space 

Awning ( top-hinged) 16 Generally no Hinge location can restrict 

passage; often rejected for 

bedrooms 

Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™ supplies uPVC casement windows built for Canadian climates. Casement units are a common choice 

when homeowners need a dependable clear opening for basement egress. Other styles appear in the table for general comparison, not as CCW  17

product offerings. 

"Homeowners often underestimate the importance of egress sizing. A correctly sized basement window does not just meet code. It provides a safe, 

accessible exit when it matters most," explains Helen Sin, Consumer Success Manager at Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™. 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “How to Measure the Clear Opening” → refreshed “How to measure clear 18

o pening for legal basement window size”) while preserving hierarchy level. 19

How to Measure the Clear Opening 

●​ Fully open the window in its egress position. 

●​ Measure the clear width (the narrowest passable width). 

●​ Measure the clear height (the narrowest passable height). 

●​ Calculate area: width × height must be ≥ 0.35 m². 

●​ Verify min dimensions: width and height ≥ 380 mm. 

●​ Confirm sill height: ≤ 1.5 m above finished floor. 

H2: How to measure clear opening for legal basement window size 20

20 [W020] Why this change: Removes live copy that was condensed, moved, or replaced by clearer wording nearby. 

19 [W019] Why this change: Adds this passage to close an intent/structure gap versus the live page. 

18 [W018] Why this change: Removes live copy that was condensed, moved, or replaced by clearer wording nearby. 

17 [W017] Why this change: Replaces “Fail (dimension): 1200 < mm → not compliant).” with “**Fail (dimension):** 1,200 one under mm).” so the wording 
better matches CCW voice / verified facts / scan intent, without rewriting the whole paragraph. 

16 [W016] Why this change: Replaces “Fail (area): (min okay;” with “**Fail (area):** (minimum OK;” so the wording better matches CCW voice / verified facts 
/ scan intent, without rewriting the whole paragraph. 

15 [W015] Why this change: Replaces “Pass:” with “**Pass:**” so the wording better matches CCW voice / verified facts / scan intent, without rewriting the 
whole paragraph. 

14 [W014] Why this change: Replaces “Pass: both min” with “**Pass:** minimum” so the wording better matches CCW voice / verified facts / scan intent, 
without rewriting the whole paragraph. 

https://www.windowscanada.com/about/helen-sin.html


Inspectors and installers measure the unobstructed passable area, not the glass or the rough opening in the wall. 

1. Fully open the window in its egress position. 2. Measure clear width at the narrowest passable point. 3. Measure clear height at the narrowest 

passable point. 4. Multiply width × height. The result must be at least 0.35 m². 5. Confirm both width and height are at least 380 mm. 6. Confirm 

sill height is no more than 1.5 m above finished floor. 

 

H3:  Sample calculations (metric) 21

Why this change: Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

●​ Pass: 400 mm × 875 mm = 0.35 m² (meets both min dimension and area). 

●​ Pass: 560 mm × 625 mm = 0.35 m². 

●​ Fail (area): 380 mm × 880 mm = 0.334 m² (min dimension okay; area too small). 

●​ Fail (dimension): 350 mm × 1200 mm = 0.42 m² (area ok; dimension < 380 mm → not compliant). 

●​ Pass: 400 mm × 875 mm = 0.35 m² (meets minimum dimension and area). 

●​ Pass: 560 mm × 625 mm = 0.35 m². 

●​ Fail (area): 380 mm × 880 mm = 0.334 m² (minimum dimension OK; area too small). 

21 [W021] Why this change: Uses verified 25-year transferable warranty (not lifetime). Adds one soft windows-hub link so transactional intent stays on the hub. 



●​ Fail (dimension): 350 mm × 1,200 mm = 0.42 m² (area OK; one dimension under 380 mm). 

H3: Common measurement errors 

●​ Measuring glass size instead of clear opening. 

Why this change: Keeps the already-live expert quote (Helen/Tony) — not newly invented — and formats it as a proper quote block with the 

author about-page link. 

●​ Ignoring sash/hardware intrusions into the opening. 

●​ Using nominal unit size from a brochure instead of on-site, precise measurements. 

●​ Ignoring sash or hardware that intrudes into the opening. 

●​ Using nominal unit dimensions from a brochure instead of on-site measurements with the sash open. 

"In retrofits, we see windows that look big enough but fail once the clear opening is measured. Only the unobstructed opening counts, not the 

frame or sash," notes Tony Wong, Project Manager at Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™. 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Window Wells: Size, Access & Drainage” → refreshed “Window wells: 

size, access, and drainage”) while preserving hierarchy level. 

Window Wells: Size, Access & Drainage 

When installing an egress window below ground level — commonly for basement bedrooms or living spaces — you must create a window well 

that is appropriately sized. This well must provide enough space for a person to escape quickly and for emergency personnel to enter if needed, 

while also managing water and snow. Here’s what to consider: 

H2: Window wells: size, access, and drainage 

Below-grade basement egress window Canada installations need a window well that lets the sash open fully and gives a person room to climb 

out. Rescue crews also need workable access from outside. 

Well topic Typical guidance (verify locally) 

Width and projection Many AHJs expect about 900 mm clear width and 

projection in front of the window 

Depth and ladder When the well bottom is more than about 1,100 mm 

below grade, a permanent ladder or steps is usually 

required 

Covers and guards Covers must open from inside without tools and 

https://www.windowscanada.com/about/tony-wong.html


Well topic Typical guidance (verify locally) 

must not block egress 

Drainage Gravel base, tie-in to drain tile or sump where 

possible, slope away from foundation, seal to wall 

In snow-prone regions, plan extra clearance so ice and snow do not block the sash or trap someone inside the well. A well that floods or freezes 

shut fails the safety purpose even when the window itself meets egress window size on paper. 

 

Why this change: Adds the verified 25-year transferable warranty only where a product solution is mentioned — required CCW fact; never 

“lifetime.” Adds one soft contextual link to the windows hub when replacement is the real fix — keeps transactional intent on /windows.html, not 

on this blog URL. Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Well Width and Projection” → refreshed “Retrofitting older homes for legal 

basement window size”) while preserving hierarchy level. 

Well Width and Projection 



The window well must be broad and deep enough to allow the window sash to fully open without obstruction and to provide a person with 

sufficient space to move and climb out safely. 

●​ Most Canadian building authorities (AHJs) recommend a minimum of about 900 mm (≈ 36 inches) of clear width and projection in front of 

the window. 

●​ This space prevents people from becoming trapped and ensures rescue crews can access the window from outside. 

H2: Retrofitting older homes for legal basement window size 

Older basements often have small hopper or fixed windows that never met modern egress window size rules. A compliant retrofit usually includes 

assessment, design, structural work, moisture control, and inspections. 

Assessment: Inspect the foundation for cracks or weakness. Confirm grading slopes away from the house. Locate utilities before any wall cutting. 

Design: Choose a style that delivers a large clear opening (typically casement). Run clear width × height math against 0.35 m² and 380 mm 

minimums. Plan well size, depth, and ladder placement when the sill is below grade. 

Structure and moisture: Enlarge the opening with proper lintel support, excavate for the well, install sill pan and flashing, and maintain drainage 

plane continuity. Tie the well base into gravel and drain tile where the site allows. 

Permits: New openings, enlargements, and many secondary-suite projects require permits. Expect structural, waterproofing, and final inspections. 

The AHJ may verify clear opening on site. 

When replacement is part of the plan, modern windows from Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™ are uPVC casement units backed by a 

25-year transferable warranty, built and installed for Canadian weather. 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Well Depth and Access Ladder” → refreshed “Energy efficiency without 

sacrificing egress size”) while preserving hierarchy level. 

Well Depth and Access Ladder 

If the bottom of the window well is deeper than about 1100 mm (≈ 44 inches) below grade, a permanent means of escape must be installed. 

●​ This can be a securely attached ladder or built-in steps. 

●​ The ladder should be reachable from the window opening and sturdy enough to support an adult’s weight. 

Steps or rungs should be spaced for easy climbing, typically 300 mm (12 inches) apart or less. 

H2: Energy efficiency without sacrificing egress size 

Basement egress windows can still perform well thermally when glazing and installation are matched to your climate zone. 

●​ Glazing: Double or triple glazing with Low-E coatings balances heat loss with daylight. 

●​ Frames: Insulated uPVC frames reduce thermal bridging. CCW supplies uPVC casement windows, not wood or fiberglass as window 

https://www.windowscanada.com/windows.html


products. 

●​ Air-sealing: Continuous air barrier, backer rod and sealant, and cavity insulation installed without bowing the frame (bowing can shrink 

clear opening). 

●​ Labels: Look for CSA and ENERGY STAR Canada ratings suited to your region. 

Do not shrink the rough opening or restrict sash travel to chase efficiency labels. Code-compliant egress window size still comes first. 

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Covers and Guards” → refreshed “Safety, permits, and common mistakes”) 

while preserving hierarchy level. 

Covers and Guards 

Window well covers or grates are often used to prevent debris, snow, or accidental falls. However, they must not interfere with emergency egress. 

●​ Covers should be easy to open from the inside without the need for tools or special knowledge, even for children or older adults. 

●​ They must be strong enough to support the weight of snow, ice, or a person stepping on them. 

●​ Avoid any locking mechanisms that could delay an emergency escape. 

H2: Safety, permits, and common mistakes 

Operation: Children and older adults should be able to open the window by hand without keys or tools. 

Security bars: Allowed only with interior quick-release hardware tested on a schedule. 

Exterior access: Keep wells clear of storage, dense planting, and snow piles that block escape or rescue. 

Permits and records: Keep approvals, label photos, and clear-opening measurements for insurance and resale. 

Mistakes to avoid: 

●​ Assuming any large window qualifies without clear-opening math. 

●​ Choosing awning or hopper styles for bedrooms. 

●​ Undersized or undrained wells that flood or ice over. 

●​ Skipping permits and inspections. 

●​ DIY wall enlargement without structural design. 

Why this change: Removes live “Drainage and Moisture Control” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original 

heading level for review clarity). 

Drainage and Moisture Control 

Because the well sits below grade, proper drainage is critical to prevent flooding and ice build-up. 

●​ Install a gravel base beneath the well and connect it to the foundation’s drain tile system or a sump pit if possible. 



●​ The surrounding soil should slope away from the house to divert surface water. En 

●​ Ensure that the well is sealed to the foundation to prevent water ingress during freeze-thaw cycles. 

Why this change: New FAQ H3: “What is the minimum egress window size in Canada?” (primary keyword support). 

Planning for Snow-Prone Regions 

In areas with heavy snow accumulation, window wells require additional forethought. 

●​ Provide extra horizontal clearance to prevent snow buildup from blocking the window from opening fully. 

●​ Allow space for easy seasonal maintenance, such as clearing ice or snow after a storm. 

●​ Choose well materials that resist corrosion and damage from freeze-thaw conditions. 

A properly designed and installed window well ensures that your below-grade egress window remains safe, code-compliant, and functional in all 

seasons, providing occupants with reliable emergency access while protecting your basement from water damage. 

Why this change: Removes live “Retrofitting Older Homes (What to Expect)” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the 

original heading level for review clarity). 

Retrofitting Older Homes (What to Expect) 

Why this change: Removes live “Assessment” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level for review 

clarity). 

Assessment 

Inspect the foundation wall for cracks or structural weaknesses. Confirm exterior grading slopes away from the house. Locate and mark nearby 

gas, electrical, plumbing, and HVAC lines to avoid damage during cutting. 

Why this change: CCW product language: **uPVC casement** only (not wood/fiberglass as CCW window SKUs). Educational mention of 

other frame types OK if framed as general market context, not “we sell.” 

Design 

Choose an egress window style that provides a large, clear opening (typically a casement window). Calculate clear width × height ≥ 0.35 m² and ≥ 

380 mm each side. Plan the window well's size, depth, and ladder placement if it is below grade. 

Why this change: Removes live “Structure” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level for review 

clarity). 



Structure 

Cut or enlarge the wall opening carefully. Install a structural lintel or header to carry the load above. Protect or reroute any nearby utilities. 

Excavate for the window well and provide temporary shoring to prevent soil collapse. 

Why this change: Removes live “Moisture Management” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level 

for review clarity). 

Moisture Management 

Maintain drainage plane continuity. Install a sloped sill pan, apply flashing around the frame, and seal all joints to prevent water from entering. Tie 

the healthy base into gravel and drain tile to prevent water buildup and ice damage. 

Why this change: Removes live “Permitting & Inspection” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level 

for review clarity). 

Permitting & Inspection 

Submit permit drawings with structural, drainage, and safety details. Expect inspections after framing (lintel), after waterproofing, and at project 

completion to confirm code compliance. 

Why this change: Energy section: “Insulated vinyl or fibreglass frames” → **uPVC** for CCW; fibreglass not a CCW SKU. 

Energy Efficiency for Basement Egress Windows 

●​ Glazing: Double or triple glazing with Low-E coatings balances heat loss with the benefits of natural light. 

●​ Frames: Insulated vinyl or fibreglass frames reduce thermal bridging; consider warm-edge spacers. 

●​ Air-Sealing: Continuous air barrier, backer-rod + sealant, and foam insulation in the cavity. 

●​ Ratings: Look for CSA/ENERGY STAR Canada labels that are appropriate for your climate zone. 

Why this change: Separate Safety & Accessibility + Permits H2s (compressed into one section). 

Safety & Accessibility Essentials 

●​ Operation: Openable by children and older adults without tools or keys. 

●​ Security Bars: Allowed only with interior quick-release mechanisms; test regularly for proper operation. 

●​ Exterior Access: Keep wells clear of storage, plants, or snow that could impede access for responders. 

Why this change: Five separate Installation best practices H3s (sill pan, plumb/level, insulation, hardware, commissioning) folded into 



retrofit/moisture and safety bullets. 

Installation Best Practices 

Why this change: Primary keyword alignment: **egress window size** woven into H1, headings, and FAQ. 

Sill Pan & Flashing 

Install a sloped sill pan under the egress window to direct water outward. Integrate flashing tape with the wall’s weather-res istive barrier (WRB), 22

lapping it properly to maintain the drainage plane. 

Why this change: Removes live “Plumb / Level / Square” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level 

for review clarity). 

Plumb / Level / Square 

Set the window perfectly square in the rough opening using shims. Verify with a level and tape measure to ensure smooth sash movement and a 

full, clear opening. 

Why this change: Removes live “Insulation & Air-Seal” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level for 

review clarity). 

Insulation & Air-Seal 

Fill perimeter gaps with low-expansion foam or mineral wool in an even manner. Avoid over-expanding foam tha t can cause the frame to bow or 23

distort, thereby reducing the opening size. 

Why this change: Removes live “Hardware & Stops” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading level for 

review clarity). 

Hardware & Stops 

Install and adjust hardware so the sash opens fully to the egress position. Ensure any safety stops are positioned to allow the code-required pre24

cise opening dimensions. 

Why this change: Removes live “Commissioning” so this URL’s spine stays on primary inte nt (deletion keeps the original heading level for 25

25 [W025] Why this change: Replaces “the” with “H3: egress” so the wording better matches CCW voice / verified facts / scan intent, without rewriting the 
whole paragraph. 

24 [W024] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 

23 [W023] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 

22 [W022] Why this change: Adds this passage to close an intent/structure gap versus the live page. 



review clarity). 

Commissioning 

Operate the window several times to confirm smooth function. Measure the clear width, height, and area after installation, and photograph 

manufacturer labels for inspection records. 

Why this change: Removes live “Permits, Inspections & Documentation” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original 

heading level for review clarity). 

Permits, Inspections & Documentation 

●​ Permit: Required for new openings, enlargem ents, and secondary suites. 26

●​ Inspections: Structural, waterproofing/well, and final; the AHJ may verify a clear opening on-site. 

●​ Records: Keep approvals, labels, and photos — often needed for insurance and resale. 

Why this change: Removes live “Common Mistakes to Avoid” so this URL’s spine stays on primary intent (deletion keeps the original heading 27

level for review clarity). 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

●​ Assuming any “big” window qualifies without clear-opening math. 

●​ Choosing awning/hopper styles for bedrooms. 

●​ Under-sized or undrained window wells that flood or freeze. 

●​ Skipping permits/inspections, risking fines and rework. 

●​ DIY enlargements without structural design. 

H2: FAQs 

Why this change: Full “What is an egress window” essay (demoted to brief H2 + outbound link). 

H3: What is the minimum egress window size in Canada? 28

Under the NBC baseline reflected on this page, the clear opening must be at least 0.35 m² with no passable dimension under 380 mm and a sill no 

28 [W028] Why this change: Replaces “early;” with “early.” so the wording better matches CCW voice / verified facts / scan intent, without rewriting the whole 
paragraph. 

27 [W027] Why this change: Removes “that is” as redundant or off-SOP while keeping the surrounding sentence. 

26 [W026] Why this change: Edits only the wording that needed brand/SOP/intent polish; unchanged sentences stay unmarked. 



more than 1.5 m above finished f loor. Local rules can differ. Confirm with your municipality. 29

H3: Can a slider count as egress? 

Why this change: Rewrites this fragment for brand voice, verified CCW facts, and scannability; red = live wording removed, green = replacement 

to publish. 

Yes — if the fully opened sash provides ≥ 0.35 m² with no dimension < 380 mm, and the sill is ≤ 1.5 m. 

Yes, if the fully opened sash provides at least 0.35 m² with no dimension under 380 mm and the sill meets height limits. Many sliders need 

oversizing because only half the unit opens. 

H3: Do all basement rooms need egress windows? 

Why this change: Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

Bedrooms do. Other rooms may not, but additional exits are recommended. 

Bedrooms do. Other rooms  may not under all codes, but an additional exit is still good safety practice. Verify room use and suite rules locally. 30

Why this change: Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Are the rules identical across Canada?” → refreshed “Are egress rules 

identical across Canada?”) while preserving hierarchy level. Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing 

the underlying technical advice. 

Are the rules identical across Canada? 

No. The NBC is the baseline; provinces and municipalities can tighten requirements. 

H3: Are egress rules identical across Canada? 

No. NBC is the baseline. Provinces and municipalities can add stricter requirements for legal basement window size, wells, and secondary suites. 

H3: Can I install security bars on an egress window? 

Why this change: Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

Only with an interior quick-release mechanism that is operable without tools or keys. 

Only with an interior quick-release mechanism operable without tools or keys. 

30 [W030] Why this change: Uses verified 25-year transferable warranty (not lifetime). 

29 [W029] Why this change: Removes live copy that was condensed, moved, or replaced by clearer wording nearby. 



H3: What about heritage homes? 

Why this change: Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

Work with the AHJ early; solutions often combine casement egress, discreet well design, and interior trim that respects original character. 

Work with the AHJ early. Solutions often combine casement egress, discreet well design, and interior trim that respects original character. 

Why this change: Adds the verified 25-year transferable warranty only where a product solution is mentioned — required CCW fact; never 

“lifetime.” Retitles this section for clearer intent/scan fit (live “Conclusion” → refreshed “Get a clear-opening check for your basement”) while 

preserving hierarchy level. Tightens wording for CCW voice (shorter, plain Canadian English) without changing the underlying technical advice. 

Conclusion 

Meeting legal basement window size requirements is fundamental to occupant safety, code compliance, and long-term value. The ideal egress 

solution combines clear-opening performance, effective sound design, energy efficiency, and professional installation. 

At Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™, we help homeowners evaluate options, navigate permitting, and install code-compliant egress windows 

built for Canadian climates. 

Book a Free Consultation — get a clear-opening check, retrofit plan, and a solution aligned with your home and local code. 

H2: Get a clear-opening check for your basement 

Meeting legal basement window size requirements protects occupants, supports code compliance, and reduces costly rework. The right solution 

pairs accurate egress window size math with sound well design, drainage, and professional installation. 

Canadian Choice Windows & Doors™ helps homeowners evaluate options, navigate permitting, and install code-compliant egress windows built 

for Canadian climates. When new units are part of the plan, coverage includes a 25-year transferable warranty. 

Book a free consultation 

The trusted choice. Canadian made. 

https://www.windowscanada.com/appointment/
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