
How to Apply for Section 8 Assistance 
Are you looking for a way to reduce your housing costs? Section 8 assistance may be the 
answer. This government-funded program provides financial help to low-income households so 
they can afford safe and affordable rental housing. 

To apply for Section 8 Assistance, eligible individuals should reach out to their local 
housing authority and complete the application form, providing all required information 
such as proof of income, social security numbers for all household members, birth 
certificates or naturalization papers, and photo IDs. After submitting the application and 
required documentation, eligible applicants can expect a decision from the housing 
authority on their eligibility for the program. 

In this blog post, we'll discuss how to apply for Section 8 assistance and provide helpful tips on 
getting started. Read on to learn more! 

 

  

What is Section 8 Assistance 
Section 8 Assistance, also known as the Housing Choice Voucher Program, is a rental 
assistance program administered by the federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. It provides low-income households with subsidized housing in the private market. 



The program allows eligible families to choose their housing, and it pays a portion of their rent 
directly to landlords each month. Eligibility for the program is based on income levels and family 
size. 
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Benefits of Section 8 Assistance 
Section 8 Assistance, also known as the Housing Choice Voucher Program, is a federal 
program that provides rental assistance to low-income families, the elderly, and individuals with 
disabilities. 

This program is administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
and is designed to help eligible individuals access safe, decent, and affordable housing. 
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Benefits of Section 8 Assistance: 

Affordable Housing: The program helps eligible individuals pay for rent by providing a subsidy 
that covers the difference between the tenant's portion of the rent and the market rent. This 
allows individuals to access decent, safe, and affordable housing in the private rental market. 

Choice in Housing: Participants in the program can choose any eligible rental unit in the 
private market, subject to certain restrictions. This means that individuals can live in the 
community of their choice, rather than being limited to specific public housing developments. 

Rent Stability: The program provides long-term rental assistance, allowing participants to 
remain in their housing for as long as they remain eligible for the program and comply with 
program requirements. 

Improved Living Conditions: By providing rental assistance, the program helps individuals 
afford better quality housing and avoid homelessness, overcrowding, and substandard living 
conditions. 

Increased Mobility: The program allows participants to move to another rental unit if they 
choose to do so, subject to certain restrictions. This can be particularly helpful for individuals 
who need to move to a new location for work or family reasons. 



Promotes Self-Sufficiency: The program provides participants with the opportunity to pursue 
education and employment opportunities and to improve their financial situation. This can help 
individuals become more self-sufficient and improve their long-term financial stability. 

To locate extra housing resources, explore the Housing and Public Utilities section. Here you'll 
find state-specific benefits that can help make your search easier! 

  

Overview of the Application Process 
The Section 8 Assistance program, also known as the Housing Choice Voucher Program, is a 
federal program that provides rental assistance to eligible low-income families, the elderly, and 
individuals with disabilities. The application process for this program is designed to help eligible 
individuals access safe, decent, and affordable housing. 

Here's an overview of the Application Process for Section 8 Assistance: 

Determine Eligibility: Check the income limits, citizenship or residency requirements, and 
criminal background checks to see if you meet the eligibility criteria for the program. 

Contact Your Local Housing Authority: Locate the housing authority in your area that 
administers the program and reaches out to them for more information on how to apply. 

Complete the Application: Fill out the application form and provide all required information, 
such as proof of income, social security numbers for all household members, birth certificates or 
naturalization papers, and photo IDs. 

Submit Supporting Documentation: Submit all required documentation, such as proof of 
income, birth certificates, and other relevant documents, to the housing authority. 

Wait for a Decision: After applying, you will need to wait for a decision from the housing 
authority on your eligibility for the program. 

Keep Your Contact Information Up-to-Date: Make sure to keep your contact information 
up-to-date, as you will be notified of any updates or changes related to your application. 

Prepare for an Inspection: If you are found eligible, you may be required to have an inspection 
of the unit you wish to rent to ensure it meets housing quality standards. 

By following these steps carefully, eligible individuals can successfully apply for Section 8 
Assistance and gain access to safe, decent, and affordable housing. 

https://www.benefits.gov/categories/Housing%20and%20Public%20Utilities


 

  

Eligibility Requirements 
The Section 8 Assistance program provides rental assistance to low-income households. To 
qualify, applicants must meet a set of income limits and other eligibility requirements established 
by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
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Income Limits 

To be eligible for Section 8 housing, applicants must not exceed certain income limits which vary 
according to household size. For 2020, HUD established an income limit of 50% of Area Median 
Income (AMI) for most areas; however, there are exceptions for higher-cost areas. It is important 
to note that these income levels can change from year to year so applicants should check with 
their local public housing authority (PHA) for the most up-to-date information. 

Citizenship and Residency Requirements 

Applicants must also demonstrate proof of citizenship or residency in the United States to 
qualify for the program. This typically involves presenting documents such as a passport or 
resident alien card when applying. 

Criminal Background Checks 

All applicants must pass a criminal background check and may be disqualified if they have 
committed certain crimes such as fraud, drug offenses, and violent crimes within the past 7 
years. PHAs also may consider other factors such as credit history and rental history before 
approving applications. 



It is important to remember that Section 8 Assistance is intended to assist low-income 
households who are otherwise unable to obtain safe, affordable rental housing on their own due 
to financial constraints or lack of availability in their area. All applicants should contact their local 
PHA office for more information about the specific eligibility requirements in their area before 
applying for the program 

  

  

Gathering Required Documentation 
When applying for Section 8 Assistance, it is important to gather all of the required 
documentation in advance. This documentation is used to verify your eligibility for the program 
and ensure that you receive the correct level of assistance. 
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Proof of Income 

To prove your income, you may need to provide pay stubs, tax returns, or other documentation 
that shows your total household income, including any sources of income for all household 
members. This will help the housing authority determine your eligibility for the program and 
calculate your portion of the rent. 



Social Security Numbers for all Household Members 

You will need to provide the social security numbers for all household members as part of the 
application process. This information is used to verify identity and eligibility for the program. 

Birth Certificates or Naturalization Papers 

You will need to provide birth certificates or naturalization papers for all household members to 
verify citizenship or eligibility for the program. 

Photo IDs 

All household members will need to provide photo identification, such as a driver's license or 
passport, to verify their identity. This will help the housing authority confirm the identity of all 
household members and ensure that the information provided is accurate. 

By gathering all of the required documentation in advance, you can ensure a smoother and 
more efficient application process for Section 8 Assistance. 

 

  

How to Apply? 
The Section 8 Assistance program provides rental assistance to low-income households across 
the U.S. To apply for this program, applicants must follow a set of steps that vary from state to 



state but generally involve completing an application and submitting supporting documents. This 
guide outlines the necessary steps for applying in most areas. 

Contact Your Local Housing Authority 

The first step in applying for Section 8 is to contact your local PHA office and obtain an 
application form or inquire about the application process. You can find your local PHA by visiting 
HUD’s website or searching online with terms like “[city] section 8 program”. 

Complete the Application Process 

Once you have obtained the application form, it is important to fill it out completely and 
accurately before submitting it back to the local housing authority office (PHA). If there are any 
discrepancies between what is reported on the form and what can be verified through other 
means, such as tax records or rental agreements, your application may be denied so it is 
important to be honest when filling out the form. 

Provide Supporting Documentation 

To complete the application process successfully, you will need to provide various forms of 
supporting documentation such as proof of citizenship or residency status, income verification, 
credit scores, and rental history before submitting your applications. These documents are 
typically required when submitting an application; failure to provide them may result in your 
application being denied. 

Wait for a Decision 

After all of the above steps have been completed successfully, applicants will need to wait for 
their applications to be processed by their PHA office before they receive a response regarding 
eligibility for Section 8 benefits. Depending on how many other people are applying at that time, 
this process can take several weeks or even months so applicants should plan accordingly and 
expect some delays along the way. 

For extra assistance, locate your nearest HUD office. 

https://www.hud.gov/states


 

  

After You Apply 
Once you have applied for Section 8 assistance, it is important to keep up with the latest 
information regarding your application to ensure that all deadlines are met. Here we will outline 
some of the key steps that applicants should take after applying to monitor their progress and 
enhance their chances of receiving benefits. 

Keeping Your Contact Information Up-to-Date 

Once you have submitted your application, it is important to make sure that your contact 
information is accurate and up-to-date so that the housing authority can contact you with any 
questions or updates regarding your application. This may include providing an updated phone 
number, email address, or mailing address so make sure to keep track of these details and 
update them if necessary. 

Understanding the Waiting List 

Depending on where you live, there may be waiting lists for each local PHA office which can 
make it difficult to determine when an applicant's application will be processed. Applicants need 
to understand how these waiting lists work in their area and how long they may need to wait 
before their applications are reviewed. 

Preparing for an Inspection 



Once your application has been approved, you will need to complete a housing inspection 
before move-in day. The purpose of this inspection is to make sure that the rental property 
meets HUD's minimum standards of health and safety as outlined in Section 8 guidelines; this 
includes checking smoke alarms, extinguishers, lead paint levels, electrical systems, and more 
so tenants need to prepare accordingly. 

Applying for Section 8 assistance can be a complicated process but taking these simple steps 
after applying can ensure that qualified individuals receive much-needed assistance in finding 
safe, affordable housing in their area quickly and efficiently. 

 

  

Conclusion 
The Section 8 Assistance program is an invaluable resource for low-income families, the elderly, 
and individuals with disabilities who are struggling to find safe, decent housing. The application 
process can be complicated. But by following all of the necessary steps and gathering the 
required documentation in advance, applicants can ensure that their applications are processed 
quickly and accurately. 

Ultimately, this program provides individuals with the opportunity to pursue educational and 
employment opportunities, improve their financial situation, and gain access to safe, affordable 
housing. With the right information and support, anyone can apply for Section 8 Assistance and 
find a comfortable home that meets their needs. 
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