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Time Was Waiting for Time. 

 

 

For nearly one thousand years, beneath the warm sands of a vast desert, hidden 

in a solitary cave, lay a treasure unlike any other ever buried on this earth. 

Not gold. Not silver. Not the ark of any covenant. 

 

Time itself.​
​
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YAHWEH had sealed it away in clay jars and desert silence — not because it 

was lost, not because it was forgotten, but because a generation was coming 

that would desperately need it. A generation standing at the end of six thousand 

years of human history, with the prophetic clock running out and the appointed 

times of the Creator scattered, corrupted, and replaced by the calendars of 

empire and rabbinical tradition. 

 

That treasure waited for its appointed moment. 

And in 1948 — time came for time. 

 

 

In that same staggering year, two things happened that no honest student of 

prophecy can call coincidence. 

The Jewish people — scattered among the nations for nearly two thousand years 

— found a home. The nation of Israel was reborn. A people came back to their 

land. 

And in the caves above the Dead Sea, the scattered tribes found something even 

greater. 

 

They found TIME. 
 

Hidden in those clay jars was the perfectly preserved, authentic, authorized, 

priestly calendar of creation — the very system YAHWEH designed in Genesis 
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1:14, that Enoch the seventh from Adam observed before the Flood, and that the 

sons of Zadok preserved in the Holy Temple for a thousand years. 

Why was this calendar found in a desert? The sad truth is: A faithless, illegitimate 

priesthood had driven it and the priesthood that protected it into exile in the 

desert two centuries before the birth of Messiah. But It did not die there. It waited. 

It was not lost. It was protected. It was not forgotten. It was preserved. And it was 

not revealed in 1948 by accident — it was returned to the one generation that 

would need it most. The final generation. The generation standing at the 

threshold of the seventh prophetic day, with everything about to change. 

 

 

 

That is what this book is about. 
Not the calendar of Rome. Not the calendar of the rabbis. Not a system 

determined by whether a man in Jerusalem can spot a crescent moon through 

the clouds. 

 

The calendar that was buried in the desert for two thousand years. 
The calendar that 1948 returned. 

The calendar you were born in this generation to keep. 

 

Turn the page. It is time. 
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THE ZADOKITE 
CALENDAR 

 

 

As Preserved by the Faithful, Legitimate Priesthood 

and Observed by Enoch, the Seventh from Adam 

 

 

A Complete Workbook for the Sincere Student of Prophetic Time 

Pastor John Shane Vaughn 

First Harvest Ministries International 

"And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall 
wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to change appointed 
times and law." 
— Daniel 7:25 
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BEFORE WE BEGIN   —  Know Your Calendars 

"Not all calendars are created equal. One was created by the 
Creator." 
—  

Before this book goes anywhere, you need to know where you are standing. The 

word 'Zadokite' appears on the cover and the immediate question every reader 

faces is: What is that? And the reader already in the Hebrew roots or Messianic 

movement asks: how is it different from what I already keep? 

Both questions deserve a plain answer before a single page of argument is read. 

The following is not a defense — it is a description. We will build the full case in 

the chapters ahead. For now, you simply need to know the landscape. There are 

four calendars in use among those who take the appointed times of YAHWEH 

seriously. Here they are.
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CALENDAR ONE — THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR 
The Calendar of Empire 

•  Created by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 as a reform of the Julian calendar 
•  365 days per year with a leap day every four years 
•  Begins January 1st — a date with no Biblical significance whatsoever 
•  Month names derived from Roman gods and emperors: January (Janus), 
March (Mars), July (Julius Caesar) 
•  Has no connection to the feast days, Sabbaths, or appointed times of 
YAHWEH 

The Gregorian Calendar was never designed for worship. It was designed for 

governance. It is the calendar of Rome — a scheduling system built by empire. 

Every believer who has not yet asked 'whose calendar am I living by?' is living by 

this one by default. 

VERDICT: Not a Biblical calendar. It is the calendar of Rome. 

 

CALENDAR TWO — THE HILLEL II CALENDAR 
The Jewish Calculated Calendar 

•  Published by Hillel II in 359 CE as a standardized calculated calendar for 
diaspora Jews 
•  Lunar-solar hybrid using 19-year Metonic cycles to synchronize lunar 
months with the solar year 
•  Contains postponement rules (dehiyyot) that shift feast days with no 
Biblical precedent 
•  Used by the majority of the Jewish world and most Messianic 
congregations today 
•  Hillel II himself acknowledged it was temporary — a placeholder until the 
Sanhedrin could restore the authentic calendar 
•  Has never been corrected by a legitimate Sanhedrin since 359 CE 
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If Hillel said it was temporary, why are we still treating it as permanent? That is 

the question every Messianic believer must answer. 

VERDICT: A sincere but temporary substitute. Not the original. Not 
authorized for permanent use. 

 

CALENDAR THREE — THE LUNAR / CRESCENT MOON 
CALENDAR 
The Calendar of Observation 

•  Month begins when the crescent moon is visually sighted after the new 
moon 
•  Cannot be calculated in advance — feast days are unknown until the 
crescent is observed 
•  Geographically variable: the same crescent may be visible in Jerusalem 
but not elsewhere 
•  Produces feast days that shift by days or weeks from year to year with no 
fixed anchor 
•  Based on the assumption that the Hebrew word chodesh means 'new 
moon' — a translation we will examine closely in this book 

YAHWEH set His feast days at specific dates requiring preparation weeks in 

advance. A calendar that cannot tell you when Passover falls until the night of 

observance cannot be the system YAHWEH designed. 

VERDICT: Sincerely kept by many. But YAHWEH does not design 
uncertainty into His appointments. 

 

CALENDAR FOUR — THE ZADOKITE CALENDAR 
The Calendar of the Creator — The Subject of This Book 

•  364-day solar calendar: 12 months of 30 days, plus 4 intercalary days at 
the seasonal gates 
•  Produces exactly 52 perfect weeks — every feast falls on the same day of 
the week, every single year 
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•  Described in the Book of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, and confirmed 
throughout the Dead Sea Scrolls1 
•  Maintained for nearly 1,000 years by the Zadokite priestly line — the only 
authorized temple timekeepers 
•  Preserved at Qumran and recovered in 1948 — the same year Israel was 
reborn as a nation 
•  The ONLY calendar that produces exactly 1,260 days in 42 months — the 
prophetic test of Daniel and Revelation 
•  Incorporates the two great lights named in Genesis 1:16 — the sun and 
the stars — in harmony with the alef-tav structure of the Hebrew text 

VERDICT: This is the calendar YAHWEH designed, the priests 
preserved, the desert protected, and 1948 restored. 

 

At A Glance: The Four Calendars Compared 

FEATURE GREGORIAN HILLEL II LUNAR/CRESCEN
T 

ZADOKITE ✦ 

Origin Roman / Papal 
1582 

Hillel II, 359 CE Various 
observational 

Enoch / Zadokite 
priests 

Structure 365.25-day 
solar 

Lunar-solar 
hybrid 

Moon sighting 364-day solar 

Feast day fixed? No — varies Varies each 
year 

Cannot predict Yes — same day 
every year 

1,260-day test FAILS FAILS FAILS PASSES ✓ 
Weekly Sabbath Consistent Consistent Disrupted Perfectly consistent 
Dead Sea Scrolls Not mentioned Not mentioned Not mentioned Confirmed ✓ 

Authority Papal decree Rabbinic 
committee 

Human observation Zadokite priesthood 

 

Now that you know the four calendars, let the story of how I found the one that 

changed everything begin. 

 

1
 James C. VanderKam, Calendars in the Dead Sea Scrolls: Measuring Time (Routledge, 1998), pp. 1–27. VanderKam provides 

the standard academic documentation of the 364-day solar calendar as the system used by the Qumran community, noting its 

consistent attestation across multiple scroll texts. 
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INTRODUCTION   —  The Search Is Over 

"Sacred time was not lost because YAHWEH forgot it. It was hidden 
because the enemy feared it. It was recovered because this 
generation requires it." 
—  

 

❖  ❖  ❖ 

Not only do Israelites love to have a GOOD TIME, 

we love to KEEP GOOD TIME as well. 
—  Pastor John Shane Vaughn 

❖  ❖  ❖ 

 
You picked up this book because you are looking for something. 

Maybe you have been keeping the Zadokite Calendar for years and still feel 

unsettled — because different groups intercalate at different times and 

nobody seems to agree on when. Maybe you are brand new to this subject and 

the word 'Zadokite' means nothing to you yet but something in your spirit told you 

to keep reading. Maybe you have kept the Jewish calendar, the lunar calendar, or 

no feast calendar at all — and a growing conviction has been telling you that 

something is not right. 

Whatever brought you here, the answer you are looking for is in this book. 

Not a partial answer. Not a theoretical framework that raises more questions than 

it resolves. A complete, documented, mathematically verifiable, historically 

confirmed answer to the most important question in prophetic study: 
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What calendar did YAHWEH design — and how do I keep it? 

As the founding Pastor and Founder of First Harvest Ministries International. I 

have been teaching the Zadokite Priestly Calendar for nearly a decade. I was 

among the first pastors in America with an influential public platform to promote it 

publicly, to defend it in debates, to build an entire congregational calendar around 

it. I have studied this subject thousands of hours. I have answered hundreds of 

questions from believers all over the world who were navigating the same 

confusion you may be navigating right now. 

And I am telling you with full confidence: the confusion ends here. 

 

THE CREATOR BUILT A CLOCK INTO CREATION. THIS BOOK SHOWS 
YOU HOW TO READ IT. 

 

How This Journey Began 

My journey to the Zadokite Calendar did not begin in a university library. It began 

the way most life-changing discoveries begin — through the prompting of the 

Holy Spirit and a teacher I found at the right moment. 

That teacher was a man named Jerry Morris. Jerry was one of the earliest voices 

in America publicly promoting the Zadokite Priestly Calendar — the 364-day solar 

calendar discovered in the caves of Qumran in 1947 and recovered to the world 

in 1948 and identified as the authentic timekeeping system of the only legitimate 

temple priesthood of the second temple era. I found his teachings on YouTube. 

And when I heard him speak about this calendar, something happened in my 

spirit that I have learned to recognize over thirty years of ministry. It was not just 

human excitement. It was not intellectual curiosity. It was recognition. The kind of 
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recognition you feel when someone finally names something you have always 

known but never been able to articulate. 

I knew instantly that this was the true Biblical calendar. Not just a true calendar — 

the true calendar. The one YAHWEH designed, the one Enoch observed, the 

one the Zadokite priests preserved for a thousand years, the one hidden in 

desert caves and recovered in 1948 at the precise moment Israel was reborn as 

a nation. 

 

WHO WERE THE ZADOKITES? A BRIEF EXPLANATION 

Before we go any further, perhaps that phrase 'legitimate temple priesthood' 
leaves you more confused than enlightened. Let me explain it briefly here and in 
much greater depth later in this book. 
 
YAHWEH originally assigned the entire tribe of Levi as the legitimate priesthood 
— set apart to protect holy things and to serve before Him. However, that 
priesthood backslid. It failed YAHWEH. And in response to that failure, YAHWEH 
selected one man to assume the position of legitimate High Priest in the temple. 
 
That man's name was Zadok. 
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Zadok was not given this position temporarily. He was given it forever — 
extending even into the Millennial Reign of Messiah. The prophet Ezekiel 
confirms this explicitly: in the restored temple of the age to come, it is the sons of 
Zadok who will minister before YAHWEH. 
 
This means that the only priesthood YAHWEH recognized as legitimate — the 
only lineage authorized to maintain His sacred calendar and govern His 
appointed times — was the sons of Zadok. The Zadokites. 
 
When that priesthood was displaced by illegitimate men during the Hasmonean 
period, they did not surrender. They went into the desert. They took the calendar 
with them. And they kept it faithfully until 1948 returned it to us. 
 
That is who preserved this calendar. That is why their authority matters. And that 
is why this book bears their name. 
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That convergence — the calendar recovered the same year the nation was 

reborn — is not coincidence. That is the Creator operating on His own schedule, 

returning to the generation that would need it most exactly what they would need 

most. We will examine that convergence in detail in Chapter 4. For now, simply 

understand that the recovery of this calendar in 1948 was not an academic 

event. It was a prophetic one. 

 

GENESIS 1:14 

And Elohim said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 

divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 

and for days, and for years. 

 

The Question That Drives This Book 

Here is the question that drives every page of this book, and it is a question the 

Creator Himself answered in Genesis 1:14: should an orderly Creator have a 

disorderly way of keeping time? 

 

The Creator who built the solar system with such mathematical precision that 

astronomers can calculate the position of every planet centuries into the future — 

that Creator built His calendar into creation itself. He did not leave His appointed 

times to cloud cover, to committee votes, to rabbinical calculation, or to 

geographic variables. He fixed them. He numbered them. He embedded them in 

the mathematics of the heavens. And He warned us through the prophet Daniel 

that a power would come specifically to change them. 
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The only question is whether we will care enough to find what was changed — 

and restore it. That is what this book is about. Not argument for its own sake. 

Restoration. Because you cannot keep the appointments of YAHWEH if you do 

not know when those appointments are. And you cannot know when they are if 

you are using a calendar He never authorized. 

What This Book Will Give You 

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH THIS BOOK, YOU WILL KNOW: 
1.​ What the Zadokite Calendar is and exactly how it works — month by 

month, week by week 

2.​ Why it satisfies every Biblical, prophetic, and structural condition 
without forcing the text — including the 1,260-day test of Daniel and 
Revelation 

3.​ What sidereal time is, why Enoch used it, and how it resolves the 
most debated question in the calendar community 

4.​ Why intercalation is necessary, when it happens, and how a 
thousand years of priestly records answer that question definitively 

5.​ Who the Zadokite priests were, why their authority matters, and how 
their calendar survived two thousand years in the desert 

6.​ How to keep this calendar practically — feast by feast, month by 
month, year by year 

7.​ How to answer every objection you will face when you begin keeping 
it 

8.​ Where we stand in the six-thousand-year prophetic week — and why 
this calendar matters now more than ever 

The Discovery That Settled Everything 

Among all the questions surrounding the Zadokite Calendar, one has caused 

more division than any other: does it require intercalation, and if so, when? ​
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Before we continue allow me to make something abundantly clear. This calendar 

is commonly known as the Enoch Calendar. However, I take issue with that 

verbiage because this Calendar does not belong to Enoch anymore than 

America belonged to Columbus just because he discovered it. This Calendar can 

be defended without ever appealing to the Book of Enoch. This Calendar finds its 

greatest defense in the books of Daniel, Revelation, Genesis and the Four 

Gospels. Howbeit, after founding this calendar in those canonical books, we can 

easily reach for further information and understanding in the book of Enoch.  

 

Enoch himself states in the Astronomical Book that if his calendar is kept 
faithfully, the years will remain perfect and no intercalation will be needed. 

It was from this text that Mr. Jerry Morris was so adamant that no intercalation 

was ever needed on the calendar. Sadly, on this Jerry was mistaken but without a 

certain key that you will learn in this book, one can easily see how he made his 

mistake. Because when the calendar is kept without adjustment, it drifts — 

Passover creeps toward winter, the spring feasts lose their spring. 

 

This apparent contradiction confused calendar keepers for decades. It 

confused me for a long while. The resolution came through a discovery hiding in 

plain sight inside the Book of Enoch itself. 

 

Enoch was obsessed with the stars. Not the sun — the stars. He measured time 
by stellar position, not by solar rotation. The technical term for this is sidereal 
time. A sidereal day — measured by the stars returning to their positions — is 3 

minutes and 56 seconds shorter than a solar day. Over the course of a year, that 
difference accumulates to nearly one full day. In Enoch's counting system — 
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star-time, sidereal reckoning — the year closes correctly when the stars return to 

their starting station. Intercalation becomes necessary only when later 

generations attempt to keep Enoch's star-governed calendar using modern 

solar-day accounting.​
 

In the modern world, long past the days of Enoch, we no longer count by the 

stars but rather we count by the sun. This is referred to as solar counting, the 

year is 365.25 days. The gap between sidereal and solar reckoning is what 
produces the drift — not a flaw in the calendar, but a consequence of how we 

now count. Intercalation is the calibration that keeps our solar counting 
aligned with Enoch's heavenly design. And the timing of that calibration was 

never left to guesswork. It was anchored to a thousand-year historical record: the 
priestly courses of the temple. 

 

THE CALENDAR IS PERFECT. THE DRIFT IS IN OUR ACCOUNTING. 
INTERCALATION IS THE CORRECTION — AND THE PRIESTLY COURSES 

TELL US WHEN. 

 

The Woman Who Said Six Words 

The answer to the intercalation question came to me through an unexpected 

messenger. One Sabbath morning a woman named Sara Vaughn Shepherd 

walked through the doors of our assembly. She was a serious student of the 

Zadokite Calendar — years of study showed in every word she spoke. She 

looked at how we were intercalating and told me directly that we were not doing it 

correctly.​
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And then she said six words that unlocked everything: 'You are not lining up with 

the priestly courses.'​

​
 

That phrase “The Priestly Courses” struck a spiritual chord because suddenly I 

remembered, I had heard Jerry Morris say something similar from the very 

beginning of my calendar journey. But hearing it again, from this woman, on that 

Sabbath morning — the Holy Spirit made it land differently. I invited Sara into my 

office. She walked me through the connection between the priestly course 

rotation, documented in 1 Chronicles 24 and confirmed in the Dead Sea Scrolls, 

and the timing of intercalation. It was not a theory. It was a thousand-year record 

that could be easily seen since their discovery. ​
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King David established twenty-four priestly courses in approximately 1000 BCE. 

Each course served at the temple one week at a time in a fixed, rotating 

sequence. That rotation continued unbroken for nearly a thousand years. The 

timing of every intercalation was recorded within that rotation. When the Qumran 

community preserved the Zadokite Calendar in the desert, they preserved the 

course rotation with it — because without the courses, you cannot know when to 

intercalate.

 

Among the Dead Sea Scrolls recovered in 1948 were thirteen liturgical texts 

called the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, structured around the priestly course 

rotation. Nearly a thousand years of perfect intercalation records, sealed in clay 

jars, waiting in the desert for the generation that would need them. 

That is this generation. That is you. That is why this book exists. 
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THE CALENDAR MUST ALWAYS LINE UP WITH THE PRIESTLY COURSES. 
THOSE SIX WORDS END THE INTERCALATION DEBATE. THIS BOOK 

SHOWS YOU WHY. 

 

How to Use This Workbook 

This is not a book to be read passively. It is a workbook. Every chapter ends with 

study questions. Answer them in writing. Every calculation is shown in full — 

verify it with your own hand. Every objection is addressed directly — read those 

sections even if the objection does not currently challenge you, because 

tomorrow's conversation may bring the one you skipped today. 

 

Read the chapters in order. The structure is intentional. Each chapter builds on 

the one before it. The arguments in the later chapters depend on foundations laid 

in the earlier ones. Do not skip ahead to the chapter that addresses your current 

question. Lay the foundation first. 

 

Come as a student, not a debater. This material does not need to be defended — 

it needs to be understood. Once it is understood, it defends itself. 

The search is over. Let us begin 
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PART I 

THE PROBLEM OF TIME 
Why Sacred Time Is Under Attack — and Why It Matters More Than You Were 

Told 

 

Before we can speak about what the Zadokite Calendar is, we must first 

understand why the question of sacred time is so urgent, so contested, and so 

consistently suppressed. Part I establishes the theological battlefield. By the time 

you finish these four chapters, you will understand not just what happened to the 

calendar — you will understand why. 
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Chapter 1   |   Is the Creator Random or Rhythmic? 

"Elohim said: Let lights come to be in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and 
appointed times, and for days and years." 
— Genesis 1:14 

 

The Character of the Creator Is the Foundation of the 
Calendar 

Every discussion about the calendar must begin here, because the calendar you 

follow is a theological statement about the Creator you serve. If you believe the 

Creator is structured, ordered, mathematical, and precise, then you will expect 

His appointed times to be the same. If you believe He is flexible and 

accommodating to human circumstance, you will be comfortable with a system 

that shifts from year to year and depends on human observation to function. 

 

This is not a minor distinction. It is the central question. And the answer is not a 

matter of opinion — it is a matter of observation. Look at what the Creator made 

and ask yourself whether it is the work of a random mind or a rhythmic one. 

 

He built the solar system with such mathematical precision that astronomers can 

calculate the position of every planet centuries into the future without error. He 

structured DNA with a four-letter code so consistent that the same fundamental 

language governs everything from bacteria to human beings. He embedded the 

Fibonacci sequence so deeply into the natural world — in seashells, in flower 

petals, in the spiral of galaxies — that mathematicians still marvel at it. 
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This is not the work of a Being who improvises. This is the signature of a Creator 

whose nature is structure, whose language is mathematics, and whose 

appointed times would reflect that same precision. 

 

Genesis 1:14 makes this unmistakably clear. The lights in the heavens were not 

created as decoration. They were created as a clock. The Creator said they are 

for signs, for appointed times, for days, and for years. That is a fixed, calculable, 

observable system designed to tell sacred time with precision. 

 

GENESIS 1:14 

And Elohim said, 'Let lights come to be in the expanse of the heavens to 

separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and appointed 

times, and for days and years.' 

 

The Hebrew word translated 'appointed times' is MOED — or MOEDIM in the 

plural. It does not mean 'religious holidays.' It means fixed appointments. 

Divine meetings. Sacred moments designated in advance by the Creator Himself, 

placed on a clock He built into creation before the first human breath was drawn. 

If the Creator went to the trouble of building a clock into the heavens specifically 

for marking His appointed times, it is inconceivable that He would then require 

human beings to squint at a sliver of moon through uncertain skies in different 

time zones and argue about whether the month has begun. That is not a clock. 
That is a guessing game. And the Creator I know from the pages of Scripture 

does not play guessing games with covenant. 
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The Moon Did Not Show Up for Work 

A lot of people use a lazy argument when they hear this teaching. They say: 

“Well, the sun rules the day — but sometimes you do not see the sun either, 

because of clouds.” 

No. That is not the same thing. Not even close. 

Clouds hide the sun, but they do not cancel the day. The day is day because the 

earth is facing the sun. Even behind a thick ceiling of gray, the sun is still doing its 

job. It is still the governing reference point of day. The weather does not 

overthrow its dominion. 

 

But the moon is not like that. There are many nights the moon does not merely 

hide behind clouds — it does not even show up for work. It is not on the night 

shift in your sky because of where it is in its orbit relative to the sun and your 

horizon. And even when it is present, it is not a light source. It is a reflector. It 

can only shine when it is positioned to catch sunlight and bounce it toward earth. 

 

So the question is simple: 

If the moon “rules the night,” why are there countless nights where the moon is 
absent from the sky — or present but giving no light? 

Here is the reality every honest person already knows. This is not opinion — this 

is geometry. It is how the Creator designed the moon’s motion. 

PHASE WHERE IS THE MOON? VERDICT 

New Moon Near the sun — sets near 
sunset, rises near sunrise. 

ABSENT. No night light from 
the moon. Stars rule. 
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Absent from the night sky or 
invisible. 

First 
Quarter 

Rises around midday, sets 
around midnight. Second half 
of the night: no moon. 

PARTIAL. Moon vanishes at 
midnight. Stars rule the 
second half. 

Full Moon Rises near sunset, sets near 
sunrise. Present all night. 

PRESENT — but this is ONE 
phase out of four. This is 
not the normal condition. 

Last 
Quarter 

Rises around midnight, sets 
around midday. First half of 
the night: no moon. 

PARTIAL. No moon the first 
half of the night. Stars rule. 

  
Three out of four phases of the moon fail the night. That is not a calendar. 

That is a committee vote on whether YAHWEH’s appointments will be kept this 

month. 
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Now watch what the Torah does in Genesis 1:16. 

It does not name the moon. It never says “the moon rules the night.” It says “the 

lesser luminary” for the dominion of the night. That is a description, not a name. 

And then — notice this — it adds something: and the stars. 

What Genesis 1:16 Actually Says 

הַכּוֹכָבִים ואְֵת  
v’et ha-kokhavim — “and the stars” 

This is not decorative language. The two letters preceding the word for stars 
— v’et (ואְֵת) — contain the alef-tav (אֵת), the direct-object marker that 
grammatically locks the stars in as a separate, co-equal object under the 
verb "made." This is the alef-tav doctrine of Genesis 1:16: the same Creator 
who made the greater light and the lesser light also made — with equal 
grammatical weight — the stars. The stars are not a footnote to the moon. 
They are a co-equal object of creation placed in the night alongside the 
lesser luminary, because the Creator knew the lesser luminary alone could 
not be trusted to govern it faithfully. 
The text refuses to build the night on the moon alone. It adds the stars 
as the enduring witness. Stars do not vanish for three days. Stars do 
not require you to chase a sliver. Stars do not shift the appointed times 
by argument. 

  
The stars are actual light sources. They are present every night. They are the 

fixed host of heaven. If someone insists the moon is the “lesser luminary,” fine — 

let them insist it. The text still refuses to build the night on the moon alone. 
And physically, the stars are exactly what is left when the moon does not show 

up for work. 

YAHWEH DOES NOT DESIGN UNCERTAINTY INTO HIS APPOINTMENTS. A 
GOVERNING LIGHT MUST BE CONTINUOUSLY PRESENT DURING THE PERIOD 

IT GOVERNS. THE MOON IS NOT. 
 

OBJECTION: “The moon rules the night.” 
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RESPONSE: The moon is not a light source — it is a reflector. Its presence 
in the night sky is inconsistent by design, varying by phase, moonrise, and 
moonset. That is exactly why Genesis 1:16 does not name it and then adds 
“and the stars.” The night is anchored to the fixed host, not to moon-chasing. 
A calendar that requires sighting an inconsistent reflector before YAHWEH’s 
appointments can begin is not a calendar YAHWEH designed. 

 

 

WORKBOOK FIELD TEST — No Theology Required 
Go outside on four different nights — one for each phase. For each night, 
write down two observations: 

Night 1 — Full Moon: Was the moon present the first half? The second 
half? _______________________ 
Night 2 — First Quarter: Was the moon present the first half? The 
second half? _______________________ 
Night 3 — Last Quarter: Was the moon present the first half? The 
second half? _______________________ 
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Night 4 — New Moon: Was the moon present the first half? The second 
half? _______________________ 

After completing the four observations, answer this question in writing: 
Would an orderly Creator anchor His appointed times to the most 
inconsistent light in the night sky? Or would He anchor them to the fixed 
lights that never fail their post? 
Your Answer: 
  

  

Seven Is Not a Preference — It Is Architecture 

If you want to understand the Creator's relationship to time, you have to 

understand His relationship to the number seven. Seven is not His favorite 

number in the way a person might have a favorite color. Seven is the structural 
language of His creation. It is embedded so deeply into the fabric of reality that 

you cannot remove it without unraveling the whole. 

 

He created in six days and rested on the seventh. He commanded Israel to work 

six days and rest on the seventh. He commanded the land to work for six years 

and rest in the seventh. He structured the debt and release cycle in sets of seven 

times seven. He gave seven appointed times in the first seven months of the year 

— plus the Last Great Day, the eighth-day capstone. He structured prophetic 

time in units of seven — weeks of years, sets of seven weeks of years, and 

multiples of seven that span the entire prophetic sweep of human history. 

 

Seven does not appear this consistently by coincidence. It is the Creator's 

architectural signature. Now consider: if the Creator structures all of His sacred 

time around the number seven, what would you expect His calendar to look like? 
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You would expect a calendar perfectly divisible by seven. A calendar that 

produces the same number of weeks every single year without variation. A 

calendar that never leaves any days unaccounted for in a way that disrupts the 

seven-day cycle.​
 

There is exactly one calendar in the world that meets all of those 
requirements. It has 364 days — 52 weeks exactly, with nothing left over. Every 

year begins on the same day of the week. Every feast falls on the same day of 

the week, year after year, without variation. It never shifts. It is as fixed as the 

sun.​
 

That calendar is the subject of this book. 

A CREATOR WHO STRUCTURES ALL OF REALITY BY SEVENS WOULD 
NOT GIVE HIS PEOPLE A SACRED CALENDAR THAT CANNOT BE 

DIVIDED BY SEVEN. 

 

The Disorder That Should Have Troubled Us Sooner 

I want to be honest about something uncomfortable to admit. When I first began 

following the lunar Messianic calendar, I noticed problems and ignored them. Not 

out of dishonesty, but out of deference. These were people who had walked this 

path longer than I had. I was the newcomer, and newcomers defer. 

 

But the problems did not go away. They multiplied. The beginning of the new 

month could not be established with certainty. Different groups had different 

methods. In years when clouds covered the sky over Jerusalem at the critical 
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moment, communities would debate whether to add a day or begin the month 

anyway. In some years there were twelve months; in some years thirteen. The 

feasts moved. Communities in different nations celebrated Passover on different 

nights. 

 

Third, and most striking: this is exactly how pagan lunar systems have 
always operated. The Babylonian calendar was a lunar calendar. Ancient 

Mesopotamian religion was built on lunar cycles. Wiccan ritual — modern 

paganism — is built on moon phases. I am not saying that everyone who follows 

a lunar calendar is a pagan. I am saying the system itself has deep roots in 

religious cultures that are not derived from Torah. 

 

A Creator who is structured, mathematical, and opposed to confusion would not 

design His most sacred timing system to mirror the most common feature of 

pagan lunar religion. He would design something fixed. Something calculable. 

Something that any child could master. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"The Torah commands the new moon — Numbers 28:11 says 'at the 
beginnings of your months.' Doesn't that prove lunar reckoning?" 
RESPONSE: 

This objection assumes that 'months' means 'lunar months' — but that 

assumption is the very thing this book will challenge. The Hebrew word in 

Numbers 28:11 is CHODESH, which means the head of the new cycle — 

the beginning of a new period. It does not specify that this period is 

determined by moon sighting. The word for the literal moon in Hebrew 
is YAREACH, and it is conspicuously absent from the calendar commands 

of Torah. You cannot prove a lunar calendar from the word CHODESH 
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without first establishing that CHODESH means moon — which it does not. 

We will examine this distinction exhaustively in Part II. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Genesis 1:14 says the lights in the heavens are for 'signs and 
appointed times, and for days and years.' If the Creator designed the 
heavens as a clock for appointed times, what qualities would you expect 
that clock to have? List at least three. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  How many times does the number seven appear in the structure of 
Torah's sacred time system? List as many as you can find. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  Divide 365 (Gregorian year) by 7. Divide 354 (lunar year) by 7. Divide 
364 (Zadokite year) by 7. What do you find? What does this tell you? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  Have you ever experienced the kind of uncertainty about feast dates 
described in this chapter? How did that uncertainty make you feel? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

​
 

That character — fixed, rhythmic, mathematically precise — is also 

why He warned us that someone would try to change His times.  

 

Chapter 2 shows us exactly what Daniel saw coming. And it is why He 

preserved the answer to the hardest question this calendar raises — 

when to intercalate — not in a formula, not in an equinox, but in a 

priestly system that has been turning like a gear for three thousand 

years. That system will be revealed in Chapter 13.  
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But plant this seed now: there exists a record, preserved for nearly a 

thousand years, that does not ask when to intercalate. It tells you. 
 

 

Chapter 2   |   Daniel’s Warning and the Changing of 
Times 

"He shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the Most High, and think to change appointed times 
and law." 
— Daniel 7:25 

 

The Most Overlooked Verse in Prophecy 

Most Bible prophecy teachers focus on the beasts of Daniel's vision, the ten 

horns, the little horn's military and political power. They analyze empires and map 

nations. But there is a detail in Daniel 7:25 that gets almost no attention, even 

though it may be the most practically significant verse in all of prophetic Scripture 

for the believer trying to walk in covenant faithfulness today. 

 

The verse says the little horn will think to change appointed times and law. Not 

kingdoms. Not currencies. Not military borders. Appointed times and law. The 

very things that define covenant relationship between YAHWEH and His people. 

 

Why would a prophetic power target sacred time specifically? Because time is 
the mechanism of covenant. It is where YAHWEH shows up. Miss the 

appointment and you miss the meeting. Keep the wrong appointment and you 
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are standing in the wrong place when He comes. The most effective way to 

separate YAHWEH's people from YAHWEH's presence is not to forbid worship — 

it is to move it. Change the day. Shift the feast. Alter the calendar. Keep the ritual 

intact but relocate it to a day YAHWEH never designated, and the people will 

worship sincerely on the wrong day for the rest of their lives. 

 

This is not speculation. The Roman system did not abolish the Sabbath — it 
moved it to Sunday. It did not abolish sacred gatherings — it replaced Passover 

with Easter and Tabernacles with Christmas. The Masoretic scribes did not 

destroy the prophetic timeline — they compressed it. In every case, the form was 

preserved while the appointed time was altered. That is exactly the strategy 

Daniel warned about. 

The Three Weapons of Daniel 7:25 

THE THREE WEAPONS OF DANIEL 7:25 

1.​ WEAPON 1 — GREAT WORDS: Preaching so persuasive that 
doctrine is never examined and hard questions are never asked.​
 

2.​ WEAPON 2 — WEARING OUT: Social, emotional, and institutional 
pressure that exhausts the saints into asking 'What does it even 
matter?'​
 

3.​ WEAPON 3 — CHANGING APPOINTED TIMES: The actual 
alteration of sacred time — moving feasts, shifting the Sabbath, 
replacing the calendar. 

 
All three work together. The first two create the conditions for the third. 
The only defense against all three is knowledge of the original — what the 
appointed times were before they were changed. 
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The first weapon is great words. The little horn does not overthrow the saints by 

force — at least not initially. It overwhelms them with compelling speech. 

Beautiful preaching. Messages so warm and emotionally satisfying that the hard 

questions of doctrine never get asked. I preached in that world for decades. I 

know what those great words feel like from the inside. They feel like love. They 

feel like grace. And they are so good that a man can sit under them for thirty 

years and never notice that the feasts have been moved, the Sabbath has been 

switched, and the calendar has been replaced. 

 

The second weapon is wearing out. It does not defeat the saints outright — it 

exhausts them. It makes the fight for truth feel endless and fruitless. It surrounds 

truth-seekers with people who think they are strange, difficult, and divisive. It 

uses family pressure and the sheer emotional cost of being different to grind 

away at conviction until the saint finally says the most dangerous words a 

believer can speak: 'What does it even matter?' 

 

The third weapon is the actual changing of appointed times. The first two 

weapons exist to create the conditions in which this can happen without 

resistance. Once the saints are too impressed by beautiful preaching to ask hard 

questions, and too exhausted by social pressure to push back, the calendar can 

be altered and the feasts can be moved. 

 

The Annual Sabbaths Are Not Optional 
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There is an argument I heard for thirty years in Pentecostal churches of my 

heritage: the Ten Commandments say to remember the Sabbath day, but the 

annual feasts are not in the Ten Commandments, so they are in a different 

category — obligatory perhaps under the old covenant, but not binding today. 

 

This argument collapses when you read Leviticus 23. Moses begins: 'These are 
the appointed times of YAHWEH, the holy convocations which you shall 
proclaim at their appointed times.'  

He then lists the weekly Sabbath. Then Passover — and calls it a Sabbath. Then 

Unleavened Bread — using the same language he used for the weekly Sabbath. 

He continues through every feast in the calendar, applying the same designation, 

the same no-work requirement, the same holy convocation standard. 

 

LEVITICUS 23:2–4 

Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'The feasts of YAHWEH, 

which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts. Six 

days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, 

a holy convocation... These are the feasts of YAHWEH, holy convocations 

which you shall proclaim at their appointed times.' 

 

Yahshua INSTITUTED Passover at His death as the Lamb — but Passover itself 

awaits its fulfillment in the Father's Kingdom, when the Marriage Supper of the 

Lamb is celebrated with His people (Luke 22:16; Revelation 19:7-9). He fulfilled 

Unleavened Bread with His sinless body in the tomb. He fulfilled Firstfruits at His 

resurrection. He fulfilled Shavuot at the outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2. That is 
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three of the appointed times fulfilled at His first coming. The remaining FIVE — 

Passover (the Marriage Supper of the Lamb), the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of 

Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles, and the Last Great Day — have not been 

fulfilled. They are full future appointments — shadows of things still to come. And 

if Yahshua fulfilled the three spring appointed times with surgical, day-perfect 

precision, how do you intend to be standing in the right place for the fulfillment of 

the remaining five? 

 PROPHETIC FULFILLMENT DOES NOT ELIMINATE A FEAST — IT FILLS IT WITH 
MEANING AND ESTABLISHES ITS CONTINUED OBSERVANCE AS REHEARSAL 

FOR WHAT IS STILL TO COME. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Daniel 7:25 identifies three weapons used against the 
saints. Have you encountered any of these three in your 
own experience? Describe a specific example. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  Read Leviticus 23 completely. Write down every time 
Moses uses the word 'Sabbath' or 'holy convocation' to 
describe an annual appointed time. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  If Yahshua fulfilled the three spring appointed times — 
Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Shavuot — with exact 
day-specific precision (instituting Passover as the Lamb but 
reserving its fulfillment for the Marriage Supper in the 
Father's Kingdom), what does that demand of believers 
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who expect to participate in the fulfillment of the remaining 
five — Passover (the Marriage Supper), Trumpets, 
Atonement, Tabernacles, and the Last Great Day? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  The chapter says the most dangerous words a believer 
can speak are 'What does it even matter?' Have you ever 
felt that way about sacred time? What caused it? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

 
Understanding the attack on time is essential. But the attack only makes sense 

against a backdrop of what YAHWEH designed. Chapter 3 reveals the three-tier 

Sabbath architecture that governs all of prophetic history. 
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Chapter 3   |   The Three Rests That Govern All of 
Time 

"You shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times 
seven years... and the time of the seven sabbaths of years shall be 
to you forty-nine years." 
— Leviticus 25:8​
 

The Architecture That Most Believers Never See 

The majority of Bible-believing people know about one Sabbath. The committed 

Torah observer knows about two. But the complete revelation of YAHWEH's time 

system has three levels — and those three levels build upon each other in a 

fractal-like structure that governs everything from the personal rhythm of a single 

week to the entire prophetic sweep of human history. The three rests are the 
seventh day, the seventh year, and the Jubilee. They are not separate 

systems. They are one system at three scales. Seven days. Seven years. Seven 

times seven years. The same divine pattern, expanding in scope with each level, 

each one pointing toward a greater release, a deeper freedom, a more complete 

restoration. 
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The First Rest: The Seventh Day Sabbath 

The weekly Sabbath is the foundation. The Creator did not add it after creation 

was finished. He made it the capstone of creation. The seventh day was the first 

day that was declared holy — before Torah, before Israel, before any covenant 

with any nation. 

 

This matters because the Sabbath is not Jewish. It is creation-deep. It belongs to 

every human being made in the Creator's image, because it was sanctified 

before the first human was a day old. The Sabbath is the entry point to 

understanding the Creator's relationship to time. If you cannot align yourself with 

the weekly seventh day, you will never be able to count the seventh year or the 

Jubilee. 

 

The Second Rest: The Shmita Year 

41 | Page 
 



Every seventh year, the land of Israel was to rest. No plowing, no planting, no 

harvesting, no pruning. Hebrew servants were released. Debts were suspended. 

Everything that had labored under six years of productivity was given an entire 

year to breathe. This is the Shmita — from the Hebrew root meaning to release, 

to let fall, to set free. 

LEVITICUS 25:4–5 

But in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the 

land, a Sabbath to YAHWEH. You shall neither sow your field nor prune 

your vineyard. What grows of its own accord of your harvest you shall not 

reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine, for it is a year of rest for 

the land. 

Moses calls it a Sabbath to YAHWEH. Not an agricultural policy. A Sabbath. The 

same word, the same principle, scaled up from one day to one entire year. 

YAHWEH was teaching Israel — and through Israel, the whole world — that rest 

is not just a personal discipline. It is a cosmic ordinance. Even the earth itself 

participates in the Sabbath structure of creation. 

 

The Third Rest: The Jubilee 

Seven sets of seven years. Forty-nine years. And in the year that follows, the 

great reset. Every slave goes free. Every debt is cancelled. Every piece of land 

that was lost to poverty or bad decisions is returned to the family YAHWEH 

originally gave it to. The inheritance is restored. Everyone begins again. This is 

the Jubilee. 
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There is a precision in the Jubilee that is absolutely critical, and most teachers 

get it wrong. The Jubilee is announced in the forty-ninth year on Yom Kippur and 

takes effect in the fiftieth year. But the fiftieth year is also the first year of the next 

forty-nine-year cycle. If you count fifty-year blocks instead of forty-nine-year 

cycles, your prophetic arithmetic will arrive at a destination that is over two 

hundred years off target. 

 

THE THREE RESTS — COMPLETE FRAMEWORK 

1.​ FIRST REST:   The Seventh Day Sabbath  |  Weekly, every 7 days  |  
Personal rest, covenant rhythm 

2.​ SECOND REST:  The Shmita Year          |  Every 7th year        |  
Land rest, debt suspension, servant release 

3.​ THIRD REST:   The Jubilee              |  Every 49th year       |  
Complete reset — debts cancelled, inheritance restored 

 
These are NOT three separate systems. They are ONE system at three 
scales of magnitude. 
7 days → 7 years → 7×7 years.  The same divine pattern.  The same 
Creator.  The same clock. 
 
10 Jubilees = 490 years (Daniel's prophetic reckoning period) 
120 Jubilees = approximately 6,000 years (the full span of human 
dominion) 

​
Why the Jubilee Was the First Thing They Took 

Among the three rests, the Jubilee is the most dangerous to the kingdom of 
darkness, because the Jubilee is the statute of limitations on human bondage. 

Leviticus 25:54 establishes that even if a servant is never redeemed — at the 

Jubilee, he goes free anyway. No exceptions. No conditions. The Jubilee cancels 
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bondage by law.​
 

A religious system that eliminates the Jubilee removes the legal ceiling on human 

captivity. This is why both rabbinic Judaism and institutional Christianity 
lost the Jubilee. The Jubilee is the most threatening concept in all of Torah to 

any system that profits from the permanent captivity of human beings. Remove 

the Jubilee from the calendar and you remove the most powerful covenant 

mechanism of liberation the Creator ever built into human society. 

 

 

 WITHOUT THE JUBILEE, YOU CANNOT TELL PROPHETIC TIME. WITHOUT 
PROPHETIC TIME, YOU CANNOT KNOW WHERE YOU STAND. THIS IS WHY THE 

JUBILEE WAS THE FIRST THING THEY TOOK. 

Hebrew Transliteration Definition & Significance 

בָּת  Shabbat Rest; cessation. Applied in Leviticus 23 to שַׁ

the seventh day AND to every annual holy 

day. All appointed times share this 

designation. 

ה מִטָּ  Shmita Release; letting fall. The seventh-year שְׁ

land rest. Debts, land, and servants are all 

released. 

 Yovel / Jubilee The ram's horn — and by extension, the יוֹבֵל

year announced by the ram's horn. The 

great release of the 49-year cycle. 
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 Moed / Moedim Appointed time. Divine meeting. Fixed in מוֹעֵד

advance by the Creator. Not a tradition — 

a scheduled encounter. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Describe the three rests in your own words and explain 
how each builds on the previous. What is the escalating 
principle? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  Why is the distinction between a 49-year Jubilee cycle 
and a 50-year Jubilee cycle so significant for prophetic 
calculation? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  Leviticus 26:34–35 says YAHWEH gave the land its 
Sabbath years by removing Israel to Babylon for 70 years. 
How many missed Shmita years does that represent? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  Why would any system that profits from human captivity 
want to eliminate a legal statute of limitations on bondage? 
Can you think of a modern parallel? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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With the Sabbath framework established, we are ready to locate ourselves on 

YAHWEH’s prophetic timeline. Chapter 4 shows you exactly where in history 

we stand — and why the hour is urgent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chapter 4   |   Six Thousand Years, 120 Jubilees, and 
Where We Stand 

"But, beloved, do not forget this one thing: that with YAHWEH one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 
— 2 Peter 3:8 

 

The Prophetic Key You Must Not Forget 
Peter does not say what he says in 2 Peter 3:8 casually. He introduces it with 

deliberate urgency: 'Do not forget this one thing.' Those are the words of a 

man telling you that what follows is easy to overlook and fatal to ignore. The one 

thing he does not want you to forget is that with the Creator, one day is as a 

thousand years. 

 

46 | Page 
 



This is not a philosophical meditation on timelessness. It is an interpretive key. It 

is the cipher that unlocks the prophetic structure of human history. With this key, 

the seven days of creation are not merely a historical account — they are a 

prophetic blueprint for the entire span of human existence. Six thousand years of 

human labor and struggle, followed by one thousand years of rest. The great 

Sabbath. The Millennium. 

The Seven-Thousand-Year Prophetic Week 

THE SEVEN-THOUSAND-YEAR FRAMEWORK 
 

1.​Day 1 = 1st Millennium (0–1,000 AM): Adam, 
Cain, Abel, Seth, Enoch, the Flood 

2.​Day 2 = 2nd Millennium (1,000–2,000 AM): Noah, 
Shem, Abraham born ~1948 AM​
 

3.​Day 3 = 3rd Millennium (2,000–3,000 AM): Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, the Exodus ~2448 AM​
 

4.​Day 4 = 4th Millennium (3,000–4,000 AM): 
Judges, David, Solomon, First Temple​
 

5.​Day 5 = 5th Millennium (4,000–5,000 AM): 
Captivity, Second Temple, Yahshua born and 
crucified​
 

6.​Day 6 = 6th Millennium (5,000–6,000 AM): The 
church age — we are in the twilight of this day 
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now​
 

7.​ Day 7 = Great Sabbath (6,000–7,000 AM): The 
Millennial Reign of Messiah — the thousand-year 
rest 

 

This framework is not a modern invention. The ancient rabbis understood it. The 

Epistle of Barnabas, written in the first or second century, states plainly: 'In six 
thousand years the Lord will bring all things to an end.' The same calculation 

appears in 2 Enoch, in Irenaeus, in Justin Martyr, and in the Talmud itself. The 

reason this matters for the calendar is profound: if we are in the sixth prophetic 

millennium approaching its end, then we are living in the most significant 

transitional moment in human history. You do not rehearse the wrong notes in the 

final hours before the performance. 

 

The 1948 Signal — Nothing About This Was Coincidence 

In 1948 CE — two events occurred simultaneously that have no rational 

explanation apart from providential design. Israel was reborn as a nation for the 

first time in nearly two thousand years. And in the caves above the Dead Sea 

near Qumran, scrolls were discovered that had been sealed away for two 

thousand years — including the very calendar that is the subject of this book. 
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Consider the weight of that convergence. The calendar that proves YAHWEH's 

appointed times are mathematically fixed and solar-based — the calendar that 

refutes the lunar system and confirms the prophetic numbers of Daniel and 

Revelation — was hidden in 70 CE, at the very moment the forces that 

suppressed it were gaining power. And it was recovered in 1948 CE, at the 

twilight of the sixth prophetic day, precisely when the generation that will see all 

things restored is coming to maturity. 

 

Note also: the patriarch Abraham was born in the year 1948 from Adam — 1948 

AM in the Hebrew counting. The father of the covenant was born at 1948 AM. 

The covenant nation was reborn in 1948 CE. The covenant calendar was 

recovered in 1948 CE. This is the Creator operating on His own calendar. 
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 THE CREATOR DOES NOT MISS APPOINTMENTS. IN 1948, HE RETURNED THE 
CALENDAR TO THE GENERATION THAT WOULD NEED IT MOST. WE ARE THAT 

GENERATION. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Using the 1 day = 1,000 years principle, what prophetic 
day are we in right now? Show your calculation. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  What is the significance of Abraham's birth at 1948 AM 
and Israel's rebirth in 1948 CE occurring in the same 
numbered year? What does this convergence suggest? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  If the Creator fulfilled the three spring appointed times 
— Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Shavuot — with 
day-specific precision (instituting Passover as the Lamb but 
reserving its fulfillment for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
in the Father's Kingdom), what does that demand of 
believers who expect to participate in the fulfillment of the 
remaining five — Passover (the Marriage Supper), 
Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, and the Last Great 
Day? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  The parable of the ten virgins hinges on readiness, not 
love for the bridegroom. In the context of the calendar, 
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what does preparation look like for the Feast of 
Tabernacles? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

 

— End of Part I: The Problem of Time — 

 

You have now established the theological foundation. You understand that the 

Creator is rhythmic, not random. You understand Daniel 7:25 as a prophecy 

about a calendar attack. You understand the three-rest architecture. And you 

understand where we stand in the six-thousand-year prophetic week. Now it is 

time to go deeper — into the calendar itself. 
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PART II 

THE ZADOKITE CALENDAR 

What It Is, How It Works, and Why It Alone Passes Every Biblical Test 

 

Part II is the heart of this book. Here we build the complete case for the Zadokite 

Calendar — its structure, its mathematics, its priestly history, and the discoveries 

that finally resolved ten years of calendar questions. Read slowly. Work every 

exercise. By the end of Part II, you will be able to explain and defend this 

calendar to anyone. 
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“And YAHWEH said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” 

— Genesis 6:3 

 

Most teachers have read Genesis 6:3 their entire lives and never once 
questioned the standard interpretation. They assume YAHWEH is 

announcing a lifespan limit. 
 

But Noah lived 950 years. Abraham lived 175 years. 
If Genesis 6:3 set a ceiling, nobody told the patriarchs. 

 
The standard interpretation is wrong. 

 
What YAHWEH encoded in that single verse is not a biological limit — 

it is a prophetic blueprint for the entire span of human history. 
Once you see it, you cannot unsee it. 

 

The Verse They Misread for Centuries 
Genesis 6:3 is one of the most mishandled verses in all of Scripture. 
 
For centuries, teachers have read it as a lifespan announcement — YAHWEH 
declaring that human beings would no longer live beyond 120 years. The 
problem with that interpretation is that it does not work. Noah lived 950 years 
after this declaration. Abraham lived 175 years. Moses himself died at exactly 
120 years, which seemed to confirm the theory — but Moses was the exception, 
not the rule. His lifespan was a prophetic marker, not a biological ceiling. 
 
The verse is not about how long a man can live. It is about how long YAHWEH 
would allow man’s dominion over the earth to continue before the final 
reckoning. 
Read it again: “His days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” Whose days? 
Man’s days. The days of man’s appointed era of dominion over the earth. 
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120 years is not a lifespan. It is a prophetic unit. And when you understand what 
that unit represents on YAHWEH’s calendar, the entire timeline of human history 
snaps into focus like a lens suddenly finding its object. 
 

120 years = 120 Jubilee cycles × 49 years each = 5,880 years. 
 

From the moment of Creation, YAHWEH set a clock. That clock does not count in 
solar years alone — it counts in Jubilees. And that Jubilee clock was always 
going to run for exactly 120 cycles before it finished its work. 
 

Two Clocks, One Destiny 
From the moment of Creation, YAHWEH set not one clock but two. Both 
started at the same moment. Both end at the same moment. But they measure 
different things — and understanding the difference is essential to understanding 
prophetic time. 
 

Clock What It 
Measures 

Duration Endpoint 

Clock 1 — The 
Dominion Clock 

Solar years of 
man’s rule and 
dominion 
 

6,000 solar 
years 

2035 CE 

Clock 2 — The 
Redemption 
Clock 

Jubilee cycles — 
49-year 
covenantal units 
 

120 × 49 = 5,880 
years 

2035 CE 

The 
Front-Loaded 
Threshold 

Front-loaded 
intercalary 
transition at 
Creation 
 

120 years Built into design 
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TOTAL SOLAR 
YEARS 

Both clocks 
converge at the 
same endpoint 

6,000 years 2035 CE 

The question every student asks: if Clock 1 runs 6,000 years and Clock 2 runs 
5,880, how can they end at the same moment? The answer is the 120-year 
front-loaded threshold at Creation — the most elegant feature of YAHWEH’s 
entire prophetic design. 
 

The Front-Loaded Threshold — Not a Problem, a Signature 
At the very beginning — from the moment of Creation — there is a span of 
exactly 120 years that stands outside the Jubilee count. 
This is not a mistake in the timeline. It is not a problem to explain away. It is a 
design feature — YAHWEH’s own signature embedded in the structure of history. 
 
The 120 years are front-loaded — they run first, at the head of the timeline, from 
Creation in 3965 BCE. Genesis 6:3 announced them as the starting gun of the 
entire program. They are not counted in any Jubilee cycle. Once those 120 
threshold years have passed, the Jubilee count begins — and the first great 
Jubilee program, the Super Jubilee of 49 cycles of 49 years (2,401 years), runs 
from that point and lands precisely on 1444 BCE. This was the cosmic, 
pre-national Jubilee program covering the whole earth from Adam to the dawn of 
the covenant nation. 
 
In 1444 BCE — with no intervening gap — Israel entered the Promised Land and 
the second Jubilee program began directly: 70 Jubilees of national covenant 
time, running all the way to 1986 CE. 
At the front of the timeline: 120 years of front-loaded threshold time — not 
counted in any Jubilee program, but counted in the solar dominion clock. The 
Super Jubilee then runs unbroken into Israel’s entry at 1444 BCE, with no gap 
floating in the middle of history. 
 

Just as the Zadokite Calendar has four intercalary days per year — 
days that stand outside the month-day count, marking the transition 

between seasons — 
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so this 120-year threshold stands at the front, outside the Jubilee 
count, 

marking the threshold before the count begins. 
 

The same mind that designed the calendar designed the timeline. 
Intercalary time is threshold time — sacred, structural, and intentional. 

And the number is 120. The same number YAHWEH spoke in Genesis 6:3. The 
same number Moses lived. The same number of elders appointed in the 
wilderness. The same number of priests who blew the trumpets at the dedication 
of Solomon’s Temple. In Scripture, 120 is never random. It always marks a 
threshold — a transition from one era of YAHWEH’s dealings to the next. 
 
KEY CONCEPT: When YAHWEH builds a timeline, He does not make mistakes. 
He makes signatures. The 120-year span front-loaded at Creation is not a hole in 
the mathematics — it is the fingerprint of the Architect, and it places the Super 
Jubilee precisely on 1444 BCE. 

 
What You Are Looking At 
At the head of the prophetic timeline — front-loaded from Creation itself — there 
stands a span of exactly 120 years. 

●​ 3965 BCE — Creation. The 120 intercalary years run first, at the very head 
of the timeline. They are counted in the solar dominion clock but not in any 
Jubilee cycle. When they have passed, the Super Jubilee begins — 
forty-nine cycles of forty-nine years, a total of 2,401 years. 

●​ 1444 BCE — The Super Jubilee lands exactly here, and Israel crosses into 
the Promised Land. The second great Jubilee program begins directly: 
seventy national Jubilees of covenant time, running all the way to 1986 CE. 
There is no gap between the Super Jubilee and this date — the timeline is 
contiguous. 

At the front, before the Jubilee count began: 120 years of threshold time. 
Not empty time — these 120 years stand at the dawn of human history, the 
threshold YAHWEH set before the Jubilee count began. They are real solar 
years, counted in the dominion clock, but they belong to no Jubilee program. 
They are the front-loaded provision Genesis 6:3 announced. 
That is not a gap. That is a design feature. 
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The Two Clocks 
To understand this, you must understand that YAHWEH runs two clocks 
simultaneously — not one. 

Clock Measurement Duration Endpoint 

The Dominion Clock Solar years 6,000 years 2035 CE 

The Redemption Clock Jubilee cycles 5,880 counted years 2035 CE 

The math is exact: 
Super Jubilee (49 × 49):          2,401 years 
Israel's 70 Jubilees (70 × 49):   3,430 years 
The Final Jubilee (49 years):         49 years 
                                  ────────── 
Total Jubilee-Counted Years:       5,880 years 
 
Plus the Front-Loaded Threshold:    +120 years 
                                  ────────── 
Total Solar Years:                 6,000 years 
 
Both clocks start at Creation — 3965 BCE. Both clocks end at the same 
destination — 2035 CE. 
 
They simply count differently. And the difference between them is exactly 120 
years. 

 
Why 120? 
This is where it stops being mathematics and starts being a message. 
The number 120 appears with striking regularity in the architecture of Scripture — 
never by accident, always by design. 

●​ YAHWEH announced 120 years before the Flood. A generation of warning 
before a world reset. 
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●​ Moses lived 120 years — the complete man, the complete servant, the 
complete prophetic type. 

●​ There were 120 Jubilees in the full span of human dominion from Creation 
to the Kingdom. 

●​ And here — 120 years stand front-loaded at Creation, the threshold span 
before the entire Jubilee program begins. 

The number does not repeat because someone was sloppy. It repeats because 
YAHWEH is consistent. He uses the same language in history that He uses in 
prophecy. 

 
The Analogy That Makes This Simple 
📌 WORKBOOK ILLUSTRATION 
Think about the Zadokite Calendar itself — the very calendar this book is about. 
The 364-day year has four Gate Days — one at each quarter. Those Gate Days 
stand between the seasons. They do not belong to the previous quarter. They do 
not belong to the next quarter. They are structural markers — days that hold 
the architecture in place without being counted in the ordinary rotation. 
Remove them and the calendar collapses. 
Miscount them and your feast days land on the wrong day. 
Understand them and suddenly the entire system is clean, logical, and 
mathematically precise. 
The 120-year front-loaded threshold works exactly the same way. 
It stands at the front of the timeline, before the Jubilee count begins. It belongs to 
no Jubilee program. It is not lost time — it is load-bearing time. It sets the 
threshold before the count so that the Jubilee program can begin clean and land 
precisely on its appointed dates. 
Just as you cannot understand the Zadokite Calendar without understanding the 
Gate Days, you cannot understand YAHWEH's prophetic timeline without 
understanding the 120-year front-loaded threshold. 

 
What This Front-Loaded Threshold Confirms 
The front-loaded threshold is actually triple confirmation that the timeline is 
correct: 
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1.​ It confirms 3965 BCE as the Creation date. From 3965 BCE, the 120 
front-loaded threshold years run first; the Super Jubilee of 2,401 years then 
begins and lands precisely on 1444 BCE. 

2.​ It confirms 1444 BCE as Israel's entry into Canaan. This date is derived 
independently from 1 Kings 6:1 — 480 years before Solomon's Temple — 
and the front-loaded 120-year model lands the Super Jubilee exactly on it, 
with no mid-timeline gap required. 

3.​ It confirms 2035 CE as the endpoint. When you add 6,000 solar years to 
3965 BCE, you arrive at 2035 CE. When you add 5,880 Jubilee years plus 
the 120-year front-loaded threshold, you arrive at the same destination. 
Two methods. One answer. 

 
Genesis 6:3 — The Hidden Reference 
"My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days 
shall be one hundred and twenty years." — Genesis 6:3 
Most teachers have read this as a flood countdown. It is not — Noah had already 
been told to build the ark. It is not a lifespan reference — men lived far longer. 
It is a prophetic number embedded in the beginning, announcing what only 
the end of the story would make plain: 

●​ 120 Jubilee cycles = the full span of human dominion 
●​ 120 years = the front-loaded threshold span at Creation, before the Jubilee 

count begins 
●​ 120 = the fingerprint YAHWEH pressed into Genesis so that those who 

study the timeline would recognize His hand when they arrive at that 
front-loaded threshold 

The front-loaded threshold is not a problem to explain away. 
The front-loaded threshold is the proof that you found the right timeline. 

 
STUDY CHECKPOINT 
Before moving forward, make sure you can answer these questions: 

1.​ What are the two "clocks" YAHWEH runs simultaneously in prophetic 
history? 

2.​ Why do those two clocks produce different totals (5,880 vs. 6,000 years)? 

59 | Page 
 



3.​ What is the 120-year front-loaded threshold span, where does it sit on the 
timeline, and why does placing it at Creation land the Super Jubilee exactly 
on 1444 BCE? 

4.​ How is the function of the 120-year front-loaded threshold similar to the 
Gate Days in the Zadokite Calendar? 

5.​ What does Genesis 6:3 have to do with this front-loaded threshold? 
​
 

 
 

The Complete Jubilee Structure 
Here is the full architecture of YAHWEH’s 120-Jubilee redemptive program, from 
Creation to Kingdom: 

Component Calculation Duration Start End 

The Super 
Jubilee 

49 × 49 
Jubilees 

2,401 years 3845 BCE 1444 BCE 
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Front-Loaded 
Threshold 

Intercalary 
transition at 
Creation 

120 years 3965 BCE 3845 BCE 

Israel’s 70 
Jubilees 

70 × 49 
years 

3,430 years 1444 BCE 1986 CE 

The Final 
Jubilee 

1 × 49 years 49 years 1986 CE 2035 CE 

TOTAL 
JUBILEE-CO
UNTED 
YEARS 

2,401 + 
3,430 + 49 

5,880 years — — 

TOTAL 
SOLAR 
YEARS 

5,880 + 120 
threshold 

6,000 years 3965 BCE 2035 CE 

 
THE MATH THAT LOCKS IT ALL: 

 
2,401 + 3,430 + 49 = 5,880 Jubilee-counted years 

5,880 + 120 (front-loaded threshold) = 6,000 total solar years 
 

Both clocks strike midnight at the same moment: 2035 CE. 

Why This Matters for the Zadokite Calendar 
You may be asking what the 120 Jubilees has to do with the Zadokite Calendar. 
The answer is: everything. 
 
The Zadokite Calendar is not merely a system for counting days. It is the annual 
expression of the same architectural principle that governs YAHWEH’s entire 
prophetic timeline. The calendar has four intercalary days that stand outside the 
month-day count, holding the year’s structure together. The redemptive timeline 
has a 120-year intercalary threshold, front-loaded at Creation, that stands outside 
the Jubilee count and sets the count in motion so it lands precisely on its 
appointed dates. 
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The principle is identical. The scale is cosmic. 
 
This means that anyone who truly understands the Zadokite Calendar will find it 
unlocking the prophetic timeline. And anyone who truly understands the 
prophetic timeline will find the Zadokite Calendar indispensable. They were 
designed by the same Designer, on the same principles, for the same ultimate 
purpose: to bring the Remnant into alignment with YAHWEH’s appointed times — 
daily, annually, and prophetically. 
 
We are living in the Final Jubilee. The trumpet began sounding in 1986. It will 
crescendo in 2035. The same calendar that tells you when to observe Passover 
is telling you which hour of prophetic history we are in. 
 

The clock is not merely ticking. 
 

It is striking. 

 

❖  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These Carefully 
1. Genesis 6:3 says “his days shall be 120 years.” Most teachers 
interpret this as a lifespan limit. Based on what you studied in this 
chapter, what does this verse actually encode &#x2014; and what 
evidence from Scripture shows the standard interpretation cannot be 
correct? 

Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 

2. In your own words, explain the difference between Clock 1 (the 
Dominion Clock) and Clock 2 (the Redemption Clock). What does 
each one measure? Why are two clocks necessary? 
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Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 

3. The 120-year threshold span is front-loaded at Creation (3965 BCE 
to 3845 BCE), before the Jubilee count begins. Why does placing 
these 120 years at the front cause the Super Jubilee to land exactly on 
1444 BCE — the date independently fixed by 1 Kings 6:1? What does 
this confirm about the timeline? 

Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 

4. Fill in the blanks from memory: 
Front-Loaded Threshold: 120 years   (3965 BCE to 3845 BCE — at 
Creation, before the count) 
Super Jubilee: 49 × 49 = _______ years   (3845 BCE to _______ 
BCE) 
Israel’s 70 Jubilees: 70 × 49 = _______ years   (1444 BCE to 
_______ CE) 
Final Jubilee: 1 × 49 = _______ years   (1986 CE to _______ CE) 
Total Jubilee-Counted Years: _______         Total Solar Years: 
_______ 

5. This chapter states: “The same mind that designed the 364-day 
calendar with its four threshold days designed the 6,000-year timeline 
with its 120-year front-loaded threshold.” Explain this parallel in your 
own words. 
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Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 
______________________________________________________
___________ 

6. We are currently living in the Final Jubilee (1986&2013;2035 CE). 
What does that mean practically for how you observe the Zadokite 
Calendar? Does knowing the prophetic hour change the urgency with 
which you keep the appointed times 

 

Chapter 5   |   What Is the Zadokite Calendar? 

"This calendar was not invented. It was preserved. And what is 
preserved by the faithful is recovered by the desperate." 
—  

The Calendar the Desert Kept for Us 

In the spring of 1947, a Bedouin shepherd boy searching for a lost goat near the 

Dead Sea threw a stone into a cave and heard the sound of breaking pottery. He 

had accidentally discovered the greatest archaeological find of the twentieth 

century — the Dead Sea Scrolls. Over the following years, eleven caves in the 

Qumran region yielded nearly one thousand manuscripts, some dating back to 

the third century BCE, among the most ancient copies of Biblical texts ever 

found. 

 

Among those scrolls, scholars found something they did not fully expect: a 

complete, functioning calendar system. Not just references to a calendar — an 
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actual operational document for determining feast days, tracking priestly 

rotations, and governing sacred time. It was the Zadokite Calendar. The calendar 

that the community at Qumran had been keeping for centuries, sealed in clay 

jars, preserved by the desert, waiting. 

 

The Qumran community did not invent this calendar. They inherited it. They were 

the descendants — spiritual if not always biological — of the Zadokite priesthood, 

the legitimate priestly line that had governed the temple calendar for nearly a 

thousand years before being displaced by illegitimate priestly appointments 

during the Hasmonean period. When they went into exile in the desert, they took 

the calendar with them. And they kept it. For two hundred years in the desert, 

they kept it — because they understood that to lose the calendar was to lose the 

appointed times, and to lose the appointed times was to lose YAHWEH. 

What they preserved, we are now recovering. This is not a new doctrine. It is a 

recovered one. And there is all the difference in the world between those two 

things. 

The Structure at a Glance 

THE ZADOKITE CALENDAR — BASIC STRUCTURE 
1.​ 12 months of exactly 30 days each = 360 counted days 
2.​ 4 intercalary days at the seasonal gates (one between each 

quarter) = 4 additional days 
3.​ Total: 364 days = exactly 52 weeks = zero remainder 

 
4.​ The year begins on a Wednesday (Day 4 of creation — when 

the luminaries were created) 
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5.​ Each quarter repeats a fixed three-month weekday pattern: 
Wednesday-start (Months 1, 4, 7, 10), Friday-start (Months 2, 5, 
8, 11), Sunday-start (Months 3, 6, 9, 12) 

6.​ Every feast falls on the same day of the week, every single 
year, without exception 

 
QUARTER 1: Months 1–3 (Spring) | Passover M1:D14 | Unleavened 
Bread M1:D15-21 | Resurrection Sabbath M1:D18 | Count Start 
M1:D26​
 
QUARTER 2: Months 4–6 (Summer) | Shavuot / Pentecost M3:D15 
(Sunday)​
 
QUARTER 3: Months 7–9 (Autumn) | Trumpets M7:D1 | Atonement 
M7:D10 | Tabernacles M7:D15-21​
 
QUARTER 4: Months 10–12 (Winter) | Preparation and review 

 

The 1,260-Day Test — Where Scripture Itself Supplies the 
Math 

The greatest single proof of the Zadokite Calendar's authenticity is a number 

hidden in plain sight in the books of Daniel and Revelation. The number is 1,260. 

It appears as '1,260 days' in Revelation 11:3 and 12:6, as '42 months' in 

Revelation 11:2 and 13:5, and as 'time, times, and half a time' in Daniel 7:25 and 

12:7. All three expressions describe the same period. They must be 

mathematically consistent. 

 

Scripture itself supplies the math. It does not give us "42 months" alone. It does 

not give us "1,260 days" alone. It gives us BOTH measurements for the same 
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prophetic period. For both to describe the same period, 42 months must equal 

exactly 1,260 days. Divide 1,260 by 42 and you get exactly 30. The text itself is 

requiring 30-day months. This is not assumption. This is internal textual 

arithmetic. Anyone who claims the months are merely "symbolic" must explain 

why inspired prophecy gives two equivalent measurements that resolve into 

exact 30-day months. The burden falls on the critic, not on the calendar that 

matches. 

 

1,260 days ÷ 42 months = 30 days per month (exactly) 
Lunar month = 29.5 days  →  42 months = 1,239 days  →  FAILS 

Hillel calendar  →  months vary between 29–30 days  →  FAILS 
Zadokite calendar  →  every month = exactly 30 days  →  1,260 ÷ 

42 = 30  →  PASSES ✓ 

 

Among the calendars in serious historical use, only the Zadokite Calendar 

contains months of exactly 30 days every month without exception. The 

Gregorian calendar, the Hillel II calendar, and observational lunar calendars all 

produce variable months. The 1,260-day test does not require this calendar to be 

the only conceivable system in the abstract — it simply requires the calendar that 

satisfies the test to be one in which 1,260 days actually equals 42 months 

exactly. The Zadokite Calendar satisfies that test without forcing the text.fact 

should end the calendar debate for anyone who takes the prophetic numbers of 

Daniel and Revelation seriously. 

THE PROPHETIC TEXTS THEMSELVES SUPPLY BOTH MEASUREMENTS 
— 42 MONTHS AND 1,260 DAYS — FOR THE SAME PERIOD. THE 

ZADOKITE CALENDAR IS THE SYSTEM IN WHICH THE TWO 
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MEASUREMENTS RECONCILE WITHOUT FORCING THE TEXT. THAT IS 
NOT AN ARGUMENT FROM AUTHORITY — IT IS INTERNAL TEXTUAL 

ARITHMETIC. 

And the Flood of Genesis Repeats the Same Math 

A critic may object that the 1,260-day calculation is "merely prophetic" — that the 

30-day months of Daniel and Revelation are symbolic, not literal calendar 

months. But Scripture answers that objection directly. Open Genesis. The Flood 

narrative is not symbolic. It is historical. Real water. Real ark. Real days. And it 

gives the exact same math. Genesis 7:11 places the start of the Flood on the 

second month, day seventeen. Genesis 8:4 places the ark resting on the seventh 

month, day seventeen. And Genesis 7:24 tells us the duration explicitly: 150 

days. From Month 2 Day 17 to Month 7 Day 17 is exactly five months. Five 

months equals 150 days. Divide. The arithmetic is forced. 

GENESIS 7:11 — Flood begins: 2nd month, 17th day. GENESIS 8:4 — Ark 
rests: 7th month, 17th day. GENESIS 7:24 — Duration: 150 days. 5 months 
= 150 days. 150 ÷ 5 = 30 days per month. Lunar reckoning: 29.5 × 5 = 147.5 

days — fails by 2.5 days. Variable-month reckoning: cannot land on the 
same date five months apart. 30-day month reckoning: 30 × 5 = 150 days. 

PASSES ✓ 

This is historical narrative, not apocalyptic imagery. Real water, real rain, real 

timekeeping. The biblical record itself operates on 30-day months. The prophetic 

numbers of Daniel and Revelation were not invented out of thin air; they reflect 

the calendar Genesis assumes from the very beginning. Scripture testifies 

against itself if the numbers are merely symbolic — and Scripture does not 

contradict itself. The 30-day month is the framework Scripture uses. It is the 

framework the Zadokite Calendar preserves. 
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The Three Heavenly Bodies — All Three, Not Just One 

Genesis 1:14 says the lights in the heavens are for signs, seasons, days, and 

years. But Genesis 1:16 — the verse that names what those lights actually are — 

names only TWO great lights: the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser 

light to govern the night — AND the stars. The Hebrew uses the direct-object 

marker אֵת (alef-tav) three times, making the stars a co-equal direct object of the 

same creative act. The moon is not named in the Genesis creation account. The 

English translation that calls the moon "the lesser light" is a translator's inference, 

not the Hebrew text. The lesser light governing the night is the collective light of 

the STARS — the stellar host that fills the night sky every clear night without 

exception. YAHWEH did not assign the moon authority over the appointed times. 

He assigned that authority to the SUN and the STARS. A calendar that derives its 

appointed times from the moon is using something the Creator did not name as a 

calendar luminary at all. 
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The Zadokite Calendar incorporates the two heavenly bodies that Genesis 1:16 

actually names. The sun governs the year — the 364-day solar framework, 

marking the four seasonal Gates and the twelve months. The stars, as Enoch 

understood, provide the sidereal time reference that resolves the missing day 

problem and gives the calendar its perfect mathematical alignment with the 

heavens. The moon, while present in the sky as part of creation, is not named in 

Genesis 1 as a calendar luminary and does not govern the appointed times. Both 

named luminaries — sun and stars — serve the function YAHWEH assigned 

them in Genesis 1:14: to be for signs, for appointed times, for days, and for 

years. 

This is not a coincidence. It is confirmation. When a calendar aligns with the 

Creator's original design in Genesis, passes the prophetic test of Daniel, is 

confirmed by the Dead Sea Scrolls, and was preserved by the authorized priestly 

line — the burden of proof is no longer on those who keep it. The burden of proof 

is on those who do not. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These Carefully 

1.  In your own words, explain the 1,260-day test. Apply it to the 
Gregorian calendar, the Hillel calendar, and the Zadokite calendar. 
Which passes? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  Genesis 1:16 names two great luminaries — the sun and the stars 
(the alef-tav structure makes the stars a co-equal direct object). The 
moon is not named as a calendar luminary. Explain the role assigned to 
the sun and the role assigned to the stars in the Zadokite Calendar. 
Which calendars in common use honor both? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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3.  Why did the Qumran community preserve the Zadokite Calendar in 
the desert rather than in the temple? What does their exile tell us about 
the state of the temple priesthood in their time? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  The chapter says: 'This is not a new doctrine. It is a recovered one.' 
Why is that distinction important? How does it change how you approach 
this material? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

​
Now that you know what the Zadokite Calendar is and why it matters, Chapter 

6 takes you inside its architecture — the elegant structure that makes it unlike 

every other calendar system ever devised. 
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Chapter 6   |   The Architecture of the Year 

"The year is divided into four equal parts — four seasons, four 
gates, four markers embedded in creation itself." 
—  

Twelve Months. Four Gates. Fifty-Two Perfect Weeks. 
The Zadokite Calendar is built on a structure so elegant that once you see it, you 

cannot unsee it. Twelve months of thirty days each. Four intercalary days — one 

positioned at the threshold between each quarter, at the seasonal gates. The 

result is a year of exactly 364 days — 52 perfect weeks, 7 days each, with zero 

remainder. The weekly Sabbath cycle never breaks. Never shifts. Never requires 
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recalibration.

 

This is not the structure of a calendar that evolved through human negotiation. 

This is the structure of something designed. The same way a circle has 360 

degrees — so time is a complete circle at 360 not 359, not 361 — this calendar 

has 360 days plus 4 gates in its basic counting because that is the number that 

produces perfect weekly symmetry within a twelve-month solar framework. 

THE MONTHLY STRUCTURE 
Month pattern: 30 days — 30 days — 30 days + 1 intercalary 
day = 91 days per quarter 
4 quarters × 91 days = 364 days total 
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QUARTER 1 (Months 1–3): Spring | New Year begins Month 
1, Day 1 — always a Wednesday​
 
QUARTER 2 (Months 4–6): Summer | Shavuot / Pentecost 
falls Month 3, Day 15 (always Sunday)​
 
QUARTER 3 (Months 7–9): Autumn | The four autumn feasts 
in Month 7​
 
QUARTER 4 (Months 10–12): Winter | Preparation for the 
coming year 
 
The intercalary days stand between quarters — after Month 
3, 6, 9, and 12, before the next quarter begins​
 
These days are outside the month-day count — threshold 
days, sacred but not numbered feasts 

 

Why the Year Begins on a Wednesday 

The Zadokite Calendar year always begins on the first day of the first month — 

and that day is always Wednesday. This is not arbitrary. It is anchored in creation 

itself. 

Genesis 1:14–19 records that YAHWEH assigned (they had been previously 

created but in the recreation, they were assigned) the lights in the firmament on 

the fourth day of creation. The sun, the moon, and the stars — the very 

instruments He designated for governing time — were created on Day Four. The 

Zadokite Calendar begins the year on Day Four of the week, in honor of the day 
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time itself was given its instruments. Every year begins at the same point in 

creation's order. Time is anchored to the act of creation, not to human calculation​

.  

This means that every feast in the calendar falls on the same day of the week, 

year after year. Passover on the 14th of the first month always falls on a Tuesday 

evening into Wednesday. The weekly Sabbaths never shift. Shavuot always falls 

on the same day. The Feast of Trumpets, always the same day. The Day of 

Atonement, always the same day. The calendar is as fixed as the stars that 

govern it. 
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A CALENDAR THAT SHIFTS EVERY YEAR CANNOT BE THE SYSTEM 
YAHWEH DESIGNED. HE FIXED THE STARS. HE FIXED THE SEASONS. HE 

FIXED HIS APPOINTMENTS. 

The Feasts in Their Positions 

Hebrew Transliteration Definition & Significance 

סַח  / Pesach פֶּ
Passover 

Month 1, Day 14 — always a Tuesday at 

evening. The night the lamb is killed and 

eaten. NOT a feast and NOT a High 

Sabbath — Passover is the night to be 

much observed (Exodus 12:42), the 

precursor to the seven-day Feast of 

Unleavened Bread that begins the next day. 

Messiah's crucifixion at this precise position 

INSTITUTED Passover as the Lamb (1 

Corinthians 5:7) — but Passover itself 

awaits its fulfillment in the Father's Kingdom 

at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Luke 

22:16; Revelation 19:7-9). Yahshua told His 

disciples on this very night: 'I will not eat it 

again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 

God.' 

צּוֹת חַג הַמַּ  Unleavened 
Bread 

Month 1, Days 15–21 — seven-day feast. 

Day 15 and Day 21 are High Sabbaths. 

כּוּרִים  Firstfruits Month 1, Day 26 — the day after the weekly בִּ

Sabbath of Day 25 — the first Sabbath after 

Unleavened Bread ends.  
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בוּעוֹת  / Shavuot שָׁ
Pentecost 

Month 3, Day 15 — the day after the 7th 

Sabbath counted from Day 26 (Sunday). 

The Spirit was poured out on this day in 

Acts 2. 

רוּעָה יוֹם תְּ  Feast of 
Trumpets 

Month 7, Day 1 — the day of the shofar 

blast. Numbers 10:10 commands the silver 

trumpets to be blown on the beginnings of 

the months and at the appointed times — 

making Yom Teruah the great public 

proclamation on the first day of the seventh 

month. Future fulfillment: the return of 

Messiah at the trumpet blast. 

כִּפּוּר יוֹם  Day of 
Atonement 

Month 7, Day 10 — the holiest day of the 

year. Future fulfillment: national repentance 

of Israel. 

 Feast of סֻכּוֹת
Tabernacles 

Month 7, Days 15–21 — seven-day feast of 

dwelling. Future fulfillment: Messiah 

dwelling with His people. 

דוֹל יוֹם הַגָּ  Yom HaGadol / 
Last Great Day 

Month 7, Day 22 — the eighth-day 

capstone of the autumn feast season, 

separate and distinct from the seven days 

of Tabernacles. The seventh and final feast 

of YAHWEH. Future fulfillment: the Great 

White Throne Judgment (Revelation 

20:11-15). 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 
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1.  Why does the Zadokite Calendar begin on a Wednesday? 
What does this anchor point tell you about the relationship 
between this calendar and the creation narrative? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  List all seven appointed times — and the Last Great Day 
(the eighth-day capstone) — and the day of the week on which 
each falls in the Zadokite Calendar. Verify that none of them 
shift from year to year. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  The chapter says the four intercalary days are 'threshold 
days — sacred but not numbered feasts.' What does it mean 
for a day to be outside the month-day count? How should it be 
observed? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  Yahshua rose on the Resurrection Sabbath (Month 1, Day 
18) at evening, before sunset. He remained on the earth for 
eight days, presenting Himself to Thomas on Firstfruits (Month 
1, Day 26 — the eighth day from the resurrection). What does 
this two-stage timing tell you about the relationship between 
His resurrection, the wave-sheaf offering, and this calendar? 
Your Answer: _______________________ 
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❖  FEAST PLACEMENT STANDARD  ❖ 
The Definitive Dates — Fixed Forever by the Architecture of the Calendar 

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
RULE 1 — THE WEEKLY SABBATH STRUCTURE 

The Sabbath always falls on Saturday — but the calendar date varies by month 

position. Months 1, 4, 7, 10 begin on Wednesday (Sabbaths on Days 4, 11, 18, 

25). Months 2, 5, 8, 11 begin on Friday (Sabbaths on Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30). 

Months 3, 6, 9, 12 begin on Sunday (Sabbaths on Days 7, 14, 21, 28). The week 

never breaks. The Sabbath is always Saturday in the Gregorian week.​
 

RULE 2 — THE RESURRECTION SABBATH 
Passover is always Month 1, Day 14 — Tuesday. Unleavened Bread follows 

immediately: Days 15–21. The weekly Sabbath that falls inside Unleavened 

Bread is Month 1, Day 18 — Saturday. This is the Resurrection Sabbath. 
RESURRECTION SABBATH  =  Month 1, Day 18  =  SATURDAY  —  every 

year, without exception.​
 

RULE 3 — THE SHAVUOT COUNT START 
The count begins the Sunday after Unleavened Bread ends (Day 21). The first 

Sunday after Day 21 falls on Day 26 — that is Firstfruits and the Count Start. Day 18 + 8 

= Day 26 — Sunday. Day 26 is both the wave sheaf offering (Firstfruits) and the first day 

of the Shavuot count. 
COUNT START  =  Month 1, Day 26  =  SUNDAY  —  every year, without 

exception.​
 

RULE 4 — SHAVUOT / PENTECOST 
From the count start (Day 26), count seven Sabbaths. The 7th Sabbath falls on 

Month 3, Day 14 (Saturday). The day immediately after is Shavuot. 
The seven Sabbaths from the count start: 
▶  Sabbath 1: Month 2, Day 2 
▶  Sabbath 2: Month 2, Day 9 
▶  Sabbath 3: Month 2, Day 16 
▶  Sabbath 4: Month 2, Day 23 
▶  Sabbath 5: Month 2, Day 30 
▶  Sabbath 6: Month 3, Day 7 
▶  Sabbath 7: Month 3, Day 14  ←  last Sabbath​
 

SHAVUOT  =  Month 3, Day 15  =  SUNDAY  —  every year, without 

exception. 
Why Sunday? Because Day 26 begins the Omer count — the first Sunday after 

Unleavened Bread. Count seven Sabbaths from that Sunday and you always 
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arrive at Month 3, Day 14 (Saturday). The day after is Shavuot. Month 3, Day 15. 

Sunday. Every year, without exception. The Creator designed the count so that 

the day the Spirit was poured out in Acts 2 falls on the same day every single 

year. No guessing. No crescent-watching. The feast finds you. 
─────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

COMPLETE APPOINTED TIMES — SAME EVERY YEAR 

Date Appointed Time Day of Week  

M1 · D1 New Year / Rosh HaShanah Wednesday  

M1 · D14 Passover — Pesach Tuesday  

M1 · D15 Unleavened Bread, First Day Wednesday  

M1 · D18 ★ Resurrection Sabbath SATURDAY  

M1 · D21 Unleavened Bread, Last Day Tuesday  

M1 · D26 ★ Count Start — Firstfruits SUNDAY  

M3 · D14 7th Sabbath — eve of Shavuot Saturday  

M3 · D15 ★ SHAVUOT — Pentecost SUNDAY  

M7 · D1 Feast of Trumpets — Yom Teruah Wednesday  

M7 · D10 Day of Atonement — Yom Kippur Friday  

M7 · D15 Tabernacles, First Day Wednesday  

M7 · D21 Tabernacles, Last Day Tuesday  

M7 · D22 Last Great Day — Shemini Atzeret Wednesday  

★ The Resurrection Sabbath (M1D18) is the Saturday inside Unleavened Bread. 

The Count Start (M1D26) is exactly 8 days later — a Sunday. Seven Sabbaths are 

then counted. The 7th Sabbath falls on M3D14 (Saturday). Shavuot is M3D15 — 

SUNDAY.  
Because Passover is fixed on Tuesday in the Zadokite calendar, the 

weekly Sabbath that occurs during Unleavened Bread after Passover is 

fixed as well. That Sabbath is the Resurrection Sabbath. From that 

point forward the Shavuot count is not guesswork. The count begins 

eight days after the Resurrection Sabbath — on the following Sunday 

— then seven Sabbaths are counted, and the next day, Day 50, is 

Shavuot. That is why Shavuot is always Sunday. 
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The architecture of the year is built on a foundation deeper than any human 

design. Chapter 7 goes further — into the stars themselves — to show you why 

this calendar cannot drift. 
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Chapter 7   |   Star Time 
Why the Stars Are the Night Clock of the Creator 

“And the stars.” 
— Genesis 1:16 

  
If you want to understand why the Zadokite Calendar is stable while 

moon-chasing collapses into argument, you must understand something most 

believers have never been taught. 

The heavens keep time in more than one way. 

Modern society keeps time by solar days — sunrise to sunrise, noon to noon. 

That is what your clock is calibrated to. That is what civilization is built on. But the 

ancient world — especially those who watched the heavens with precision — 

recognized another clock. It is called star time. And once you understand star 

time, you will understand why the Creator’s calendar can be perfect, fixed, and 

orderly, and why lunar-based calendars produce uncertainty, division, and drift. 

This is where the debate becomes fundamentally unfair to moon-chasers. Their 

system is built on the wrong night ruler. 

The Night Was Not Given to a Disappearing Lamp 

Genesis 1 does something that should have stopped the lunar argument before it 

ever started. The passage does not say “the moon rules the night.” It does not 

even name the moon. It says YAHWEH made two great luminaries — one for the 

day, one for the night — and then it adds a phrase most people read like 

punctuation: 
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הַכּוֹכָבִים ואְֵת  
ve’et ha-kokhavim — “And the stars.” 

In Hebrew, the alef-tav (אֵת) direct-object marker makes the stars a 
separate, co-equal direct object — they are not an afterthought. They 
are a created witness placed in the night sky deliberately. The text does 
not name "moon." It names stars. That is not accidental. That is the 
Creator testifying in advance against lunar dependence. 

  
And here is the simplest reason why the stars, not the moon, anchor the night. 

There are many nights the moon does not show up for work. Not because of 

clouds. Because of its orbit. The moon can be invisible at new moon, absent 

below the horizon for large portions of the night, or too dim to function as any 

reliable anchor. But the night still functions. It still has light. Because the Creator 

never left the night dependent on a vanishing reflector. 

He gave the night a constant witness. The stars.
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The Stars Don’t Drift. Don’t Vote. Don’t Argue. 
This is where moon-chasing collapses. Look at what a lunar calendar actually 

requires to function. 

LUNAR CALENDAR REQUIRES THE STARS REQUIRE 

Human witnesses to sight the 
crescent 

Nothing. They are present every 
clear night. 

Clear weather over Jerusalem at the 
critical moment 

Nothing. Their positions are 
calculable centuries in advance. 

Rabbinic or community agreement 
on what was seen 

Nothing. The fixed host does not 
submit to a vote. 

Periodic correction months decided 
by human authority 

Nothing. The stellar clock runs 
without human permission. 

  
The stars do not care what denomination you belong to. The stars do not 

postpone the month because a rabbi said so. The stars testify every single night. 

This is precisely why Enoch watched the stars. Not because he was poetic. 

Because he was precise. 

 

 

 

WHAT ENOCH AND JUBILEES ACTUALLY SAY ABOUT 
THE MOON 

This is not commentary. This is not inference. This is the text itself — speaking directly, 
in unmistakable language, to anyone willing to read it. 
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The Book of Jubilees — A Direct Prohibition 

Most people who debate the calendar have never read what the Book of Jubilees 

actually says about the moon. They assume it is a gray area. They assume the 

text is open to interpretation. 

It is not. 

Jubilees 6:32–38 — read it carefully: 

"And command thou the children of Israel that they observe the years according 

to this reckoning — three hundred and sixty-four days, and these will constitute a 

complete year... For there will be those who will assuredly make observations of 

the moon — how it disturbs the seasons and comes in from year to year ten days 

too soon. For this reason the years will come upon them when they will disturb 

the order, and make an abominable day the day of testimony, and an unclean 

day a feast day, and they will confound all the days, the holy with the unclean, 

and the unclean day with the holy; for they will go wrong as to the months and 

sabbaths and feasts and jubilees." 

Read that again slowly. 

This is not a warning against paganism in general. This is a surgical, specific 

condemnation of following the moon for calendar reckoning. The text 

identifies exactly what moon-following produces: 

●​ The seasons are disturbed 

●​ The year runs ten days short 

●​ Holy days land on unclean days 

●​ Unclean days are observed as feast days 
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●​ The months, sabbaths, feasts, and jubilees are all corrupted — 

simultaneously 

This is not a theoretical concern. This is exactly what happens on the lunar 
calendar. The lunar year is approximately 354 days — roughly ten days shorter 

than the solar year. Every lunar calendar follower watches their feast days 

migrate backward through the seasons, year after year, because the moon does 

not complete a solar circuit. Jubilees named the mechanism of error with 

mathematical precision twenty centuries before the debate reached your 

congregation. 

And then the text delivers its most devastating line: 

"For this reason I command and testify to thee that thou mayest testify to them; 

for after thy death thy children will disturb them, so that they will not make the 

year three hundred and sixty-four days only, and for this reason they will go 

wrong as to the new moons and seasons and sabbaths and festivals, and they 

will eat all kinds of blood with all kinds of flesh." 

YAHWEH is speaking to Moses. He is telling him: after you die, they will abandon 

the 364-day year. And when they do, everything collapses — not just the 

calendar, but the dietary laws, not just the feast days, but the Sabbaths. 

The moon does not just corrupt the feasts. According to Jubilees, lunar 
reckoning corrupts the entire covenant structure. 

 

The Book of Enoch — The Moon Receives Its Assignment 

The Book of Enoch (1 Enoch), specifically the Astronomical Book (chapters 

72–82), is the oldest detailed treatment of the Zadokite calendar in existence. 
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Enoch — the seventh from Adam, the man YAHWEH took without death — 

received this calendar directly. He did not observe it. He did not calculate it. He 
was shown it. 

And what did he say about the moon? 

1 Enoch 74:10–12: 

"In three years the days of the moon are one thousand and sixty-two days, and in 

five years they are one thousand seven hundred and seventy days... and the 

moon falls behind the sun and the stars by ten days in a year." 

Enoch is not condemning the moon's existence. He is documenting its 

disqualification as a calendar anchor. The moon falls behind. The moon drifts. 

The moon cannot serve as the fixed reference point for YAHWEH's appointed 

times because it does not complete the solar circuit on schedule. 

Then 1 Enoch 82:4–7 delivers the explicit warning: 

"Blessed are all the righteous, blessed are all those who walk in the way of 

righteousness and sin not as the sinners, in the reckoning of all their days in 

which the sun traverses the heaven, entering into and departing from the portals 

for thirty days with the heads of thousands of the order of the stars, together with 

the four which are intercalated which divide the four portions of the year, which 

lead them and enter with them four days. Owing to them men shall be at fault and 

not reckon them in the whole reckoning of the year: yea, men shall be at fault, 

and not recognize them accurately. For they belong to the reckoning of the year 

and are truly recorded thereon forever, one in the first portal and one in the third, 

and one in the fourth and one in the sixth, and the year is completed in three 

hundred and sixty-four days." 
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Notice what Enoch identifies as the source of human fault in timekeeping: failure 
to account for the four intercalary Gate Days. The people go wrong not 

because the calendar is broken — but because they stop counting correctly. 

They abandon the solar structure. They follow something that drifts. 

1 Enoch 80:2–8 then describes the end-time consequences of calendar 

corruption in chilling terms: 

"And in the days of the sinners the years shall be shortened... and the moon shall 

alter her order, and not appear at her time... And many chiefs of the stars shall 

transgress the order prescribed. And these shall alter their orbits and tasks, and 

not appear at the seasons prescribed to them. And the whole order of the stars 

shall be concealed from the sinners, and the thoughts of those on the earth shall 

err concerning them, and they shall be altered from all their ways." 

This is prophetic. Enoch is describing a generation — our generation — in which 

the calendar has been deliberately corrupted, in which even the stars seem to 

behave differently because humanity has lost the ability to read them correctly. 

The corruption is not astronomical. It is doctrinal. Men err in their thoughts about 

the heavenly order because they have abandoned the framework that makes the 

heavenly order readable. 

 

The Weight of This Evidence 

Let no one say this is an obscure position, or a fringe interpretation, or a modern 

invention. 
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Source What It Says 

Jubilees 
6:32–38 

Moon-following disturbs seasons, corrupts feasts, confounds holy 

and unclean days — explicitly condemned 

Jubilees 6:38 
YAHWEH warns Moses directly: after your death they will 

abandon 364 days and everything will fall 

1 Enoch 
74:10–12 

Moon falls behind the sun by ten days per year — documented 

and disqualified as anchor 

1 Enoch 
82:4–7 

The four Gate Days are real; failure to reckon them causes men 

to err in the entire year 

1 Enoch 
80:2–8 

End-time calendar corruption prophesied — the thoughts of men 

on earth shall err 

These are not fringe texts. These are the source documents of the Zadokite 
calendar tradition — the very books the Qumran community treated as 

scripture. The Dead Sea Scrolls community did not follow the solar calendar 

despite these warnings. They followed it because of them. 

 

THE VERDICT FROM THE PRIMARY SOURCES: 

The Book of Jubilees does not merely prefer the solar calendar. It explicitly 
condemns lunar reckoning and identifies it as the mechanism by which 

YAHWEH's entire covenant time structure becomes corrupted. 

The Book of Enoch does not merely describe the solar calendar. It documents 
the moon's mathematical disqualification, names the Gate Days as essential 
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and non-negotiable, and prophesies that a generation will arise whose thoughts 

err about time because they have abandoned the correct framework. 

You are living in that generation. And you are holding in your hands the 

correction. 

 

📌 STUDY CHECKPOINT 

1.​ What specific mathematical problem does Jubilees 6 identify with lunar 

calendar reckoning? 

2.​ What does YAHWEH warn Moses will happen after his death regarding the 

364-day year? 

3.​ According to 1 Enoch 74, by how many days per year does the moon fall 

behind the sun? 

4.​ What does 1 Enoch 82 identify as the cause of human error in 

timekeeping? 

5.​ How does 1 Enoch 80's prophecy describe the generation that has lost 

correct calendar reckoning? 

 

Star Time: The Clock the World Forgot 

A solar day measures time by the sun returning to the same position overhead — 

approximately twenty-four hours. This is the clock your phone runs on. But there 

is a second clock, older and more precise, that the ancient sky-watchers 

understood. 
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A sidereal day — star time — measures time by the stars returning to the same 

position in the sky. And here is the critical fact: a sidereal day is slightly shorter 

than a solar day. Not by much — approximately three minutes and fifty-six 

seconds. But over the span of a year, that difference accumulates to exactly one 

full day. This is not theory. It is measurable. It is the reason the night sky looks 

slightly different each night as the year progresses. The fixed stars are rotating 

through the heavens on a clock of their own. 

Enoch understood this. His reference point was not the sun alone. It was the 

fixed host of heaven. And when you count time by the fixed host, you arrive at a 

year that is perfectly self-consistent — a year where the calendar does not drift 

against itself. The Zadokite Calendar is anchored to that system. 

ENOCH WATCHED THE STARS BECAUSE HE WAS PRECISE. NOT 
BECAUSE HE WAS POETIC. 

Why This Settles the Calendar Debate 

If the Creator built the night around a fixed witness, then sacred time must be 

anchored to the fixed witness — not to the most inconsistent object in the night 

sky. This is exactly what the Zadokite Calendar does. Consider what it integrates: 

The day governed by the great luminary — the sun. 

The night governed by the fixed host — the stars. 

The moon functioning as a witness — not a master. 

This is why the year must be a system that can be calculated and prepared for. 

Because Torah demands preparation. You cannot prepare for Passover and for 

Tabernacles if your calendar cannot tell you when they are until the last moment. 

The Creator does not command preparation and then design time so preparation 
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is impossible. That contradiction alone should have ended the lunar argument 

centuries ago. 

The Question Has Changed 

The night is not ruled by a sliver you chase. The night is ruled by a witness that 

never disappears. The fixed host. The stars. And once you accept that, the entire 

debate shifts. 

The question is no longer: “Did you see the crescent?” 

Are you counting time the way the Creator designed time to be 
counted? 

THE CREATOR DID NOT COMMAND PREPARATION AND THEN 
DESIGN A SYSTEM THAT MAKES PREPARATION IMPOSSIBLE. THAT 

CONTRADICTION ALONE ENDS THE LUNAR ARGUMENT. 

  

❖  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These Carefully 
1.  Why does the moon fail attendance for large portions of many nights even 
with perfectly clear skies? Explain in your own words using the four phases. 
Your Answer: 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
2.  Write out the Hebrew phrase "and the stars" (the alef-tav makes the stars 
a co-equal direct object, NOT a softened addition) (ve’et ha-kokhavim). What 
does the direct-object marker et indicate about the grammatical status of the 
stars in the creation narrative? 
Your Answer: 
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_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
3.  Torah commands preparation for the feasts. Why is a calendar that 
requires last-minute witness sightings fundamentally incompatible with that 
command? What does the incompatibility reveal about which calendar 
YAHWEH designed? 
Your Answer: 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
4.  In one paragraph, explain why the stars are the more consistent night 
witness than the moon. Use both the astronomical evidence and the Genesis 
1:16 grammatical evidence. 
Your Answer: 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
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Chapter 8   |   The Seasonal Gates — The Four Pillars 
of the Year 

The Four Pillars of the Year 

“And Enoch saw the four seasonal leaders who divide the year into four 
parts, each stationed at a gate, each holding the transition from one 

quarter to the next.” 
— 1 Enoch 82 

  
If the year contains twelve months of thirty days, the obvious question 

immediately arises. 

 

Where do the remaining days go? 

Anyone who studies this calendar eventually arrives at this question. Twelve 

months of thirty days produces three hundred and sixty days. But the Creator’s 

year is not three hundred and sixty days. So where do the additional days appear 

— and what do you do with them? 

 

Here is the answer that most people never hear. Those days were not forgotten. 

They were not lost. They were not evidence of a broken system. They were set 

apart — deliberately, architecturally, by design — as something different from 

every other day of the year. 

 

They are not missing days. They are throne days. The ancient texts call them the 

Seasonal Gates. 
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And once you understand what they are, you will understand why no other 

calendar in serious use replicates the structural integrity this system carries. 

The Structure of the Year 

The Zadokite year is built from four quarters. Each quarter contains exactly 

ninety-one days. The structure of each quarter is identical. 

30 days — Month One 

30 days — Month Two 

30 days — Month Three 

1 Seasonal Gate — the hinge between seasons 

Four quarters of ninety-one days each produces a year of three hundred and 

sixty-four days. 

Three hundred and sixty-four days produces exactly fifty-two weeks. No fractions. 

No drifting Sabbaths. No wandering feast days. Fifty-two perfect Sabbaths — 

every year, without exception, forever. 

QUARTER SEASON DAYS GATE 

One Spring 91 End Month 3 

Two Summer 91 End Month 6 

Three Autumn 91 End Month 9 

Four Winter 91 End Month 12 

TOTAL 4 seasons 364 days = 52 
weeks 

4 gates 

  

Why the Gates Do Not Break the Sabbath 
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One of the most common objections raised against the Zadokite Calendar is this: 

if an extra day is inserted at each seasonal transition, would that not shift the 

weekly Sabbath? 

The answer is no. And the reason why reveals the genius of the design. 

 

The Seasonal Gates do not function as ordinary month-days. They carry no 

month-day number — they belong to neither the quarter that ended nor the 

quarter beginning. But they are inside the continuous weekly sequence: the 

Sabbath rhythm advances unbroken across them, so the day after a Gate Day is 

the next weekday in order. They are sacred threshold days — extra-monthly, 

intra-weekly — boundary markers between the seasons, the same way a hinge 

stands between two panels of a door. The hinge is not the door. But without the 

hinge, the door does not move. 

 

The hinge allows the door to turn without breaking the frame. The Seasonal Gate 

allows the year to turn without breaking the weekly cycle. When the next quarter 

begins, the week resumes exactly where it should. The rhythm of seven is 

untouched. Not accommodated. Not adjusted. Untouched. 

 

The mathematics confirm it. Three months of thirty days totals ninety days. 

Ninety divided by seven produces twelve weeks and six days — the Sabbath is 

displaced. But ninety days plus one Gate Day equals ninety-one. And ninety-one 

divided by seven is exactly thirteen weeks. The Sabbath is never displaced. The 

Gate Day absorbed the problem entirely. It is counted in the WEEK (the weekly 

Sabbath rhythm advances unbroken across it) and in the YEAR — but it has no 

month-day number, since it belongs to neither the quarter that ended nor the 
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quarter beginning. That is the architecture: extra-monthly, intra-weekly, sacred 

threshold. 

 

THE CREATOR DID NOT FORGET THE EXTRA DAYS. HE SET THEM APART. 
THERE IS A PROFOUND DIFFERENCE. 

 

Sacred but Not Sabbaths 

The Seasonal Gates hold a unique status in the calendar. They are sacred 

markers, but they are not Sabbaths. This distinction is not a minor technical point 

— it is the key to understanding how the two great rhythms of the calendar 

coexist without collision. 

The Sabbaths belong to the cycle of seven. They govern human life, covenant 

relationship, and the weekly sign between YAHWEH and His people. The 

Seasonal Gates belong to the structure of the year. They govern cosmic order — 

the transitions of creation itself through its four great seasons. 

 

One governs worship. The other governs time itself. Together they form a 

perfectly balanced clock — two interlocking systems, each designed by the same 

Creator, each serving a distinct purpose, neither interfering with the other. 

 

This is precisely the kind of design we would expect from a Creator who 

constructed the universe with mathematical precision. He did not give His people 

one system and ask them to squeeze everything else into it. He gave them two 

— one for human covenant rhythm, one for cosmic order — and He designed 

them to interlock perfectly. 
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The Hidden Symmetry 

When the Seasonal Gates are understood, the design of the entire year becomes 

astonishing. Consider what this calendar produces. 

364 days. 52 perfect weeks. 

4 quarters. 91 days each. 13 weeks each. 

Every quarter begins on the same day of the week. 

Every feast falls on the same weekday every year. 

The system never shifts. Never requires guesswork. Never depends 
on human observation. 

This is a calendar built on order rather than uncertainty. Built for a people who 

serve a Creator whose appointments do not float, do not shift, and do not depend 

on whether a man in Jerusalem can spot a crescent moon through the clouds. 

 

The Calendar Is a Machine 

Once the Seasonal Gates are understood, the calendar begins to resemble 

something remarkable. It behaves like a machine. Each part locks into place with 

the others. 

The gates anchor the quarters. 

The quarters anchor the Sabbaths. 

The Sabbaths anchor the feasts. 

The feasts anchor the prophetic timeline. 

Nothing floats. Nothing drifts. Everything turns like gears in a watch. And when 

the gears of the calendar are turning correctly, they reveal something even more 

astonishing — a hidden mechanism that ensures the whole system stays aligned 

with heaven itself. 
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That mechanism was preserved by the priesthood. 

The next chapter will reveal what it is. It will show you why the calendar could 

never have been maintained by lunar observation alone, why the Zadokite priests 

alone possessed the authority and the knowledge to guard sacred time, and how 

a system established by King David more than a thousand years before the birth 

of Messiah became the most important calendrical discovery in the Dead Sea 

Scrolls. 

A CALENDAR DESIGNED BY THE CREATOR DOES NOT STRUGGLE TO FIT THE 
SABBATH IN. THE SABBATH IS THE STANDARD EVERYTHING ELSE IS BUILT 

AROUND. 

  

❖  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These Carefully 
1.  Do the math yourself. Divide 90 by 7. Write down the remainder. Now add 
one Gate Day and divide 91 by 7. What changes? Write out in one sentence 
what the Gate Day accomplishes mathematically. 
Your Answer: 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
  
2.  The chapter says Gate Days are “sacred but not Sabbaths.” In your own 
words, explain the distinction. How would you observe a Gate Day differently 
from a weekly Sabbath? 
Your Answer: 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
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_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
  
3.  The chapter compares the Seasonal Gates to hinges on a door. In your 
own words, what does the hinge accomplish — and what happens to the 
door without it? 
Your Answer: 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
  
4.  Write out the full machine sequence from memory: “The gates anchor the 
_____. The _____ anchor the _____. The _____ anchor the _____. The 
_____ anchor the prophetic timeline.” 
Your Answer: 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
  
5.  The next chapter will reveal the gear mechanism that keeps the calendar 
aligned over centuries. Before reading it — what do you think that 
mechanism might be? Write your best guess now, then check it after the next 
chapter. 
Your Answer: 
_____________________________________________________________
___________ 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
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__________________________________________________________________
______ 
  

The architecture is proven. The Gate Days are established. Now watch 

what happens when Yahshua Himself enters the picture — Chapter 9 

shows how the Messiah settled the calendar debate with His own 

body. 
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Chapter 9   |   The Passover That Divided Jerusalem 
How the Messiah Himself Settled the Calendar Debate 

“Then they led Yahshua from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was 
early morning. But they themselves did not enter the Praetorium, lest 

they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover.” 
John 18:28 

  
Read that verse one more time. Slowly. 

Yahshua has already been arrested. He has already been taken before 

Caiaphas. He is standing in the hands of His enemies. And yet the religious 

leaders of Jerusalem — the Temple authorities, the high priests, the guardians of 

the official calendar — have not yet eaten the Passover. 

But Yahshua already had. 

The Synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark, and Luke — are unambiguous. 

Yahshua sent His disciples to prepare for the Passover. They prepared it. He ate 

it with them. He declared over the cup, “This IS My blood of the covenant” — 

present tense, on Passover day, before sunset. This was not a pre-Passover 

supper. Matthew calls it Passover. Mark calls it Passover. Luke calls it Passover. 

Yahshua Himself calls it Passover. 

And yet, according to John, when those same Temple authorities are handling 

the arrest the following morning, they still have not eaten their Passover. 

This is not a contradiction. This is a calendar key. 

Two Calendars Were Operating in Jerusalem 
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In the year of the crucifixion, two different calendar systems were in simultaneous 

use in Jerusalem. The first was the Zadokite calendar — the 364-day solar 

calendar based on the Book of Jubilees and the Book of Enoch, preserved by the 

legitimate priestly line. Under this calendar, Passover always fell on the same day 

of the week, every year, without variation. The second was the Temple lunar 

calendar, controlled by the Temple priesthood and calculated by the observation 

of the new moon. 

These two calendars were not aligned. The Temple calendar ran one day behind 

the Zadokite calendar in the year of the crucifixion. 

That single day of difference is the entire solution to what generations of 

theologians have called a Gospel contradiction. It is not a contradiction. The 

Gospel writers were simply recording two communities observing two different 

calendars on two consecutive days — and they recorded it accurately. 

 

 

Which Calendar Did Yahshua Keep? 

The answer is in the text. 

The textual evidence points to one conclusion. On the Zadokite calendar, the 

14th of Aviv ran from Monday sunset to Tuesday sunset. That is the day Yahshua 

killed the Passover lamb. That is the day He gathered His disciples for the 

Passover Supper — Tuesday afternoon, just before sunset, still within the 14th. 

Over the cup He declared, "This IS My blood" — present tense, on Passover day 

itself, fulfilling the Passover blood requirement on Passover. He declared by His 

sovereign power as the Son of YAHWEH — this is no longer wine — THIS IS MY 

BLOOD. The Temple authorities, however, had not yet arrived at their 14th. John 
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18:28 records that they had not yet eaten the Passover. John 19:14 calls 

Wednesday morning "the Preparation of the Passover" by their reckoning. Two 

Passovers, one day apart. The text gives us no other framework to explain that 

gap. The strongest reading — the one that fits every datum without strain — is 

that Yahshua kept the Zadokite calendar while the Temple ran on a system that 

had drifted off it. 

The Temple authorities were running one day behind. On their calendar, their 

14th had not yet arrived. Their Passover lamb had not yet been slaughtered. 

Which is exactly why John 18:28 records that they had not yet eaten the 

Passover — and exactly why John 19:14 calls that same Wednesday morning 

“the Preparation of the Passover” according to their reckoning. 

 

Yahshua died on Wednesday afternoon — just as the Temple priests were 

slaughtering their Passover lambs according to their calendar. He was not out of 

step with Passover. He was the Passover Lamb being slain while the corrupted 

system was still preparing for its version of the same day. He was x in fact slain 

twice, once when HE GAVE HIS BLOOD the day before to satisfy Torah and now 

He dies again to satisfy the Jewish custom. (To the Jew first) 

The Two Calendars in the Year of the Crucifixion 

DAY ZADOKITE CALENDAR 
(Yahshua kept) 

TEMPLE CALENDAR (one 
day behind) 

TUESDAY 
afternoon 

14th Aviv — Passover. 
Lamb killed. Last Supper. 
“This IS My blood.” 

13th Aviv — Passover not 
yet. Still waiting. 

TUESDAY 
night 

15th Aviv begins at sunset. 
Gethsemane. Blood sweat 
before midnight. Arrest. 

14th Aviv begins at sunset. 
Passover preparations 
begin. 
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WEDNESDAY 15th Aviv (Covenant Day) 
— Trials. Crucifixion 9 
AM. Darkness at noon. 
Death 3 PM. Burial before 
sunset. John 19:14: 
“Preparation of the 
Passover” = Temple 
calendar’s 14th. 

14th Aviv — Temple 
Passover. Priests slaughter 
their lambs as Yahshua 
dies. John 18:28 confirms: 
they still had not eaten 
Passover when He was 
arrested Wednesday 
morning. 

THURSDAY 16th Aviv — Day after High 
Sabbath. In tomb: Night 1. 

15th Aviv — Temple High 
Sabbath (Unleavened 
Bread). 

FRIDAY Regular day. Women buy 
spices (Mark 16:1). In tomb: 
Day 2, Night 2. 

Regular day. Women buy 
spices. 

SATURDAY Weekly Sabbath. Women 
rested (Luke 23:56). Day 3, 
Night 3. 

Weekly Sabbath. Women 
rested (Luke 23:56). 

SATURDAY 
EVENING 

RESURRECTION. Three 
days and three nights 
fulfilled exactly as 
Yahshua declared 
(Matthew 12:40). 

Resurrection discovered. 

  

Three Days and Three Nights: The Sign Fulfilled 

Yahshua declared in Matthew 12:40 that the sign of His authenticity as the 

Messiah of Israel would be that He would be in the heart of the earth for three 

days and three nights — exactly as Jonah was in the belly of the fish. He did not 

say two days and two nights. He did not say parts of three days. He said three 

days AND three nights. Both counts had to be satisfied. 

The Friday crucifixion model cannot produce three nights. Friday afternoon to 

Sunday morning yields one day and two nights at most. Every effort to rescue 

that timeline requires redefining what Yahshua plainly said. 
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But the Zadokite calendar requires no redefinition. Yahshua was buried before 

sunset Wednesday. ​

Wednesday night is Night 1. ​

Thursday is Day 1. ​

Thursday night is Night 2. ​

Friday is Day 2. ​

Friday night is Night 3. ​

Saturday is Day 3. ​

He rose on Saturday evening at 6:00. Three days. Three nights. Exactly as He 

declared. 

 

Allow me to teach you where everyone gets so confused about so-called Good 

Friday. John 19:31 records that the Sabbath following the crucifixion was a “high 
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day.” Most assume this was referring to Saturday, the weekly Sabbath but this 
was not the weekly Sabbath. This was the 15th of Aviv — the first day of 

Unleavened Bread, a High Sabbath that fell on a Thursday on the Jewish 

Calendar. This is why the women could purchase spices on Friday — the High 

Sabbath had passed because no one would sell them spices on Friday as it was 

a Jewish High Sabbath, but the weekly Sabbath had not yet arrived. Mark 

16:1 and Luke 23:56 are not in conflict. They are describing two different 

Sabbaths that occurred in the same week — and only the Zadokite Calendar 

produces this two-Sabbath week with the precise three-day-three-night structure 

required by Matthew 12:40, with the High Sabbath on Wednesday and the 

weekly Sabbath on Saturday. 

Every “Contradiction” Resolved by the Two-Calendar Key 

●​ John 18:28 — Temple leaders had not eaten Passover during 
Yahshua’s arrest. RESOLVED: They were on the Temple 
calendar, one day behind. Their Passover had not yet arrived.​
 

●​ John 19:14 — Calls Wednesday “Preparation of the Passover.” 
RESOLVED: Wednesday was the Temple calendar’s 14th — 
their Preparation Day. It was Yahshua’s 15th — His Covenant 
Day.​
 

●​ John 19:31 — The Sabbath following crucifixion was a “high 
day.” RESOLVED: Thursday was the 15th of Aviv, the High 
Sabbath of Unleavened Bread — a feast day Sabbath, not the 
weekly Sabbath.​
 

●​ Mark 16:1 vs. Luke 23:56 — Mark says women bought spices 
after the Sabbath. Luke says they prepared spices and rested on 
the Sabbath. RESOLVED: Two Sabbaths that week. Women 
bought spices on Friday (after the High Sabbath), prepared 
them, then rested on Saturday (the weekly Sabbath).​
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●​ Matthew 12:40 — Three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. RESOLVED: Wednesday sunset through Saturday 
night. Exactly three days. Exactly three nights. No redefinition 
required. 

  

THE MAN WITH THE WATER PITCHER — YAHSHUA'S HIDDEN SIGNAL 

This is not a detail. This is a directory. The water pitcher signal reads as 
more than a happenstance recognition — it functions as a coded address 
of the upper room, recognizable to those keeping the right calendar. 

 

Read the Text Carefully 

Mark 14:12–13: 

"And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover, His 
disciples said to Him, 'Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may 
eat the Passover?' And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, 'Go 
into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him.'" 

Luke 22:7–10 records the same instruction: 

"Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed. 
And He sent Peter and John, saying, 'Go and prepare the Passover for us, that 
we may eat.' So they said to Him, 'Where do You want us to prepare?' And He 
said to them, 'Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you 
carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters.'" 

Most readers treat this as a simple logistical instruction. It is not. It is a covert 
signal embedded in the social customs of first-century Jerusalem — and it 
only makes sense when you know who the Essenes were and how they lived. 

 

Why a Man Carrying Water Was the Signal 

In first-century Jerusalem, carrying water 
was women's work. This was not a cultural 
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preference — it was the universal social norm of the ancient Near East. Women 
went to the well. Women carried the jars. A man carrying a water pitcher through 
the streets of Jerusalem was as conspicuous as a man in a wedding dress at a 
funeral. 

Yahshua did not say "look for a man near the well" or "ask someone where the 
guest room is." He said follow the man carrying the pitcher. Why? Because in the 
entire city of Jerusalem, there was precisely one community of men who would 
routinely carry water themselves: 

The Essenes. 

The Essene community that maintained a presence in Jerusalem — located in 
the southwestern quarter of the city, in what archaeology has confirmed was their 
district — was a celibate brotherhood. They had no wives. They had no women 
in their community to perform domestic tasks. The men carried their own water. 
The men prepared their own meals. The men kept their own calendar. 

And their calendar was the Zadokite calendar. 

 

The Essene Quarter and the Upper Room 

This is not speculation. Archaeology has confirmed the location of the Essene 
Gate in Jerusalem — mentioned by Josephus — in the southwestern section of 
the city, on what is today Mount Zion. The traditional site of the Upper Room sits 
in precisely that district. 

The man with the water pitcher was not a stranger Yahshua happened to know 
about through supernatural knowledge alone — though He certainly knew. The 
strongest available reading is that he was a member of the Essene community — 
someone prepared to receive Yahshua and His disciples for the Passover meal in 
the area traditionally identified as the Essene Quarter. The text does not say 
"Essene" by name. But the convergences are striking: the unusual signal, the 
location of the traditional Upper Room site, and the calendar question that 
follows. And the Essene community kept what calendar? 

The Zadokite calendar. The same calendar Yahshua kept. 

 

What This Means for the Passover Timeline 
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This single detail resolves every remaining confusion about the Last Supper. 

The Essenes did not share the Temple calendar. They had separated from the 
Temple establishment precisely over the question of the calendar. Their Passover 
fell on a different day than the Temple's Passover — and that day was Tuesday, 
not Wednesday, under the Zadokite reckoning. 

Yahshua deliberately arranged His Passover meal: 

●​ In the Essene quarter of the city 

●​ With an Essene host 

●​ On the Essene/Zadokite calendar date 

●​ Using an Essene man as the signal 

He was not simply finding a convenient room. He was making a calendrical 
declaration. The location of the Last Supper was a theological statement about 
which Passover was the true Passover and which community had preserved the 
correct reckoning of it. 

 

The Essenes: Keepers of the Zadokite Flame 

The community at Qumran — and their urban counterparts in Jerusalem's 
Essene Quarter — were not simply a quirky sect hiding in the desert. They were 
the custodians of the Zadokite priestly tradition after the legitimate priesthood 
was displaced from the Temple. 

When the Maccabean dynasty installed non-Zadokite high priests in the second 
century BCE, the faithful Zadokite priests and their followers withdrew. They took 
with them the scrolls. They took with them the priestly course records. They took 
with them the 364-day solar calendar. And they refused to recognize the Temple 
establishment's authority over sacred time. 

This is why they kept a separate Passover from the Temple. Not out of rebellion 
for its own sake — but out of faithfulness to the original calendar they had sworn 
to preserve. 

When Yahshua walked into Jerusalem and sent His disciples to find the man with 
the water pitcher, He was not stumbling into the Essene world by accident. He 
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was deliberately aligning Himself with the community that had kept the 
faithful calendar while the Temple had abandoned it. 

 

Two Passovers in One City — Confirmed by the Text 

Now read John 18:28 again with fresh eyes: 

"Then they led Yahshua from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early 
morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be 
defiled, but that they might eat the Passover." 

This is the morning after the Last Supper. The Temple authorities are at the 
Praetorium arranging the execution — and they have not yet eaten the 
Passover. Their Passover is still coming. Yahshua's Passover was the night 
before. 

Two Passovers. One city. Two calendars. One day apart. 

And Yahshua chose which one to keep — not by accident, not by convenience, 
but by sending His disciples to find a man carrying a water pitcher in the Essene 
Quarter of Jerusalem. 

 

The Verdict the Gospels Have Always Contained 

Evidence What It Indicates 

Man with water pitcher 
(Mark 14, Luke 22) 

Yahshua arranged His Passover with a host fitting 
the Essene profile — a man carrying water in a 
culture where that was women's work 

Essene men carried their 
own water 

A water-carrying man would have been a 
recognizable Essene marker — unusual to outsiders 

Upper Room location = 
Essene Quarter 

Traditional location of the Upper Room sits in the 
Essene Quarter district; archaeology has identified 
the Essene Gate nearby. Strong inference, not 
certainty. 
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Evidence What It Indicates 

Essenes kept the Zadokite 
calendar 

Their Passover fell one day before the Temple's 
Passover 

John 18:28 — Temple 
leaders hadn't eaten 
Passover yet 

Confirms two simultaneous, offset Passovers 

John 19:14 — Wednesday 
called "Preparation of the 
Passover" 

Temple calendar's 14th = one day after Zadokite 
14th 

Yahshua did not simply observe the Zadokite calendar. He announced it — 
by where He ate, with whom He ate, on what day He ate, and through the 
signal He used to get there. 

The man with the water pitcher was not a footnote. He was a signpost — pointing 
directly to the community that had preserved the true calendar, and to the 
Messiah who kept it with them. 

What the Text Establishes vs. What It Strongly Implies 

Honesty requires distinguishing what Scripture establishes from what it strongly 
implies. WHAT THE TEXT ESTABLISHES (high confidence): The Synoptic 
Gospels and John's Gospel describe two Passover observances offset by one 
day — Yahshua's Passover meal on one evening, and the Temple authorities' 
Passover the following day (John 18:28). A man carrying a water pitcher was an 
unusual sight in first-century Jerusalem because that work was done by women 
in that culture. WHAT THE TEXT STRONGLY IMPLIES (reasoned inference): 
The most natural explanation for a water-carrying man as a recognition signal is 
the Essene community, who were noted for unusual domestic practices including 
men handling household water. The traditional location of the Upper Room sits in 
the area identified as the Essene Quarter of Jerusalem, near the gate known as 
the Essene Gate. These convergences make Yahshua's alignment with Essene 
practice the strongest available reading — but the text does not say "Essene" by 
name, and we hold that inference firmly while acknowledging it is inference, not 
direct statement. The two-Passover datum, however, is direct. 
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📌 STUDY CHECKPOINT 

1.​ Why was a man carrying a water pitcher unusual in first-century 
Jerusalem? 

2.​ Who were the Essenes, and why did they live without women in their 
community? 

3.​ What calendar did the Essenes keep, and why had they separated from the 
Temple? 

4.​ What does the location of the Upper Room tell us about where Yahshua 
chose to keep Passover? 

5.​ How does John 18:28 confirm that two different Passovers were observed 
in Jerusalem that week? 

6.​ In your own words: what was Yahshua declaring by sending His disciples to 
find the man with the water pitcher? 

 

The Messiah Settled the Calendar Debate 

You do not need an academic to tell you which calendar the Messiah kept. You 

need to read the Gospels with the calendar key in hand. 

Yahshua did not keep the calendar of the Pharisees. He kept the calendar of the 

faithful priesthood. The calendar that placed the High Sabbath of Unleavened 

Bread always on Wednesday — the very day He gave His life. The calendar that 

produced three days and three nights exactly. The calendar that placed His death 

on the 15th of Aviv — Covenant Day, the same prophetic day as Abraham’s 

covenant in Genesis 15 and the Exodus deliverance in Exodus 12:41. None of 

that precision is possible on any other calendar. 

The conflict recorded in the Gospels between Yahshua’s Passover and the 

Temple’s Passover was not accidental. It was the visible surface of a much 

deeper war — the war over the control of sacred time. The Temple establishment 
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had drifted from the true priestly calendar. Yahshua did not drift with them. He 

kept the appointed times of YAHWEH, on the calendar of YAHWEH, with the 

precision of YAHWEH. 

And if the Messiah kept the Zadokite calendar… if He fulfilled the three spring 

appointed times on it with surgical, day-perfect precision — Unleavened Bread 

(His sinless body in the tomb), Firstfruits (His resurrection), and Shavuot (the 

Spirit poured out) — and INSTITUTED Passover as the Lamb (reserving its 

fulfillment for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb in the Father's Kingdom) — each 

appointed time kept with exact Zadokite timing… then this question demands an 

answer: 

How do you expect to be standing in the right place for the fulfillment of the 
remaining five appointed times — Passover (the Marriage Supper of the 

Lamb), Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, and the Last Great Day — if you 
are keeping them on the wrong days? 

This is not academic. This is not a footnote. This is the center of the argument for 

the Zadokite Calendar. The Messiah Himself is the evidence. The Gospels are 

the courtroom. And the verdict has already been rendered. 

  

Chapter Nine — Study Questions 
1. John 18:28 records that the Temple authorities had not yet 
eaten Passover when Yahshua was arrested. Yet the Synoptic 
Gospels say He already had. In your own words, explain how 
the two-calendar solution resolves this.​
 
2. John 19:31 calls the Sabbath after the crucifixion a “high 
day.” What was this High Sabbath? Why is it important for the 
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timeline?​
 
3. Mark 16:1 says the women bought spices after the 
Sabbath. Luke 23:56 says they rested on the Sabbath. Using 
the two-Sabbath week on the Zadokite calendar, explain how 
both accounts are correct.​
 
4. How does Matthew 12:40 (the sign of Jonah) prove that the 
Friday crucifixion model is mathematically impossible? Count 
out the days and nights beginning Wednesday at sunset.​
 
5. Yahshua INSTITUTED Passover as the Lamb and fulfilled 
Firstfruits and Shavuot on exact Zadokite calendar dates 
(Passover's fulfillment awaits the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb in the Father's Kingdom — Revelation 19:7-9). What 
does this precision demand of those who will be present for 
the fulfillment of Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, and the 
Last Great Day? 
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Chapter 10   |   The Problem We All Feel 
"The Zadokite Calendar is perfect — until it isn't. It aligns. It repeats. 
It testifies. And yet, without adjustment, it drifts." 
—  

The Tension Every Calendar Keeper Faces 

If you have kept the Zadokite Calendar for any length of time, you have felt this 

tension. You have watched the spring equinox creep forward while the barley in 

Jerusalem remained unripe. You have wondered: Is something wrong with the 

calendar? Or is something wrong with the way we understand it?​
 

The Zadokite Calendar counts 364 days per year. The earth takes approximately 

365.25 days to complete its orbit around the sun. That single fact creates a gap 
of just over one day per year. It seems minor. But one day per year becomes 

two days after two years, becomes a week after seven years, becomes a month 

after thirty years. Left unaddressed, the calendar designed to keep the feasts in 

their proper seasons would eventually place Passover in the dead of winter.​
 

The calendar is not failing. Our accounting is. This is the problem I defended 

against for three years — and got wrong. I told people that Enoch said no 
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intercalation was needed, and therefore no intercalation was needed. I was 

sincere. I was wrong. And eventually reality would not be argued with any longer. 

The drift was real. The question was what to do about it. 

The False Solution — and Why It Made Things Worse 

When I finally accepted the necessity of intercalation, I discovered a new 

problem: every group intercalating the Zadokite Calendar was doing it at a 

different time. Some added a corrective week every three years. Some every 

seven years. Some at the equinox. Some at the equilux. Some when the barley 

was ripe. The beautiful simplicity of the Zadokite Calendar was becoming less 

simple and less beautiful with every conversation I had about it.​
 

For several years, our congregation aligned with another ministry's intercalation 

method. It was an imperfect solution to an unsolved problem, and deep down I 

knew it. But I did not yet know where to look for the answer.​
 

The answer, as it turned out, was not a new discovery. It was an old one that had 

been mentioned to me from the very beginning of my calendar journey. Jerry 

Morris had said it from day one. And somehow, across years of study and 

thousands of hours of teaching, I had never fully heard it. 

The calendar must always line up with the priestly courses. In this book, I have 

purposely repeated the Priestly Courses not for repetition sake but because so 

few Zadokite followers know anything of them or have chosen to ignore them and 

it is the single answer to all Calendar confusion.  
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 THE PROBLEM WITH THE ZADOKITE CALENDAR WAS NEVER THE 
CALENDAR. THE PROBLEM WAS THAT WE WERE TRYING TO SOLVE A 

PRIESTLY QUESTION WITHOUT A PRIESTLY ANSWER. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  In your own words, describe the drift problem. How many 
days does the Zadokite Calendar fall behind per year? Per 
decade? Per generation? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  Why is it not sufficient to simply 'add a day' when needed? 
What makes the timing of intercalation so important? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  Have you ever been part of a community that intercalated at 
a different time than another community? What was the effect 
on fellowship and trust? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  The chapter says the answer 'had been mentioned from the 
very beginning.' What does that tell you about the importance of 
listening carefully, even when you don't yet understand what 
you are hearing? 
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Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

​
The problem is real. The solution is ancient. Chapter 11 takes you to 

the man who understood it first — the seventh from Adam, who was 

watching the stars long before anyone else knew what they were 

counting. 
 

Chapter 11   |   Enoch Was Watching the Stars 

"And I saw in those days how long cords were given to those 
angels, and they took themselves wings and flew, and went toward 
the north. And I asked the angel: Why have those angels taken 
those cords and gone off? And he said to me: They have gone to 
measure." 
— 1 Enoch 61:1–2 

The Book Enoch Could Not Stop Writing About the Stars 

The Book of Enoch is not casual reading. It is dense, repetitive, and at times 

exhausting. But if you read it without looking for proof-texts — if you simply read 

it to understand what Enoch was thinking — one pattern emerges that is 

impossible to miss. 

Enoch was obsessed with the stars. 

Not the sun. Not the moon. The stars. The Astronomical Book of Enoch (chapters 

72–82) contains some of the most detailed observational astronomy in all of 

ancient literature. Enoch describes the paths of the stars. He describes their 

courses. He describes the gates through which they rise and set. He describes 

the movements of the sun and moon in relation to fixed stellar positions. He is not 

writing mythology. He is writing the record of a man who watched the heavens 

with extraordinary precision. 
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The critical insight that unlocked my three-year crisis was this: when Enoch 
described a perfect year that required no intercalation, he was describing a 
year measured not by how many times the sun rises, but by how many 
times the stars return to their positions. 

That is the difference between a sidereal day and a solar day. And that difference 

resolves everything. 

Sidereal Time — The Time Enoch Kept 
A solar day is the time between two successive noons — when the sun returns to 

the same position overhead. It averages exactly 24 hours. This is how every 

clock in the modern world measures time. It is how you and I have counted days 

our entire lives. 

A sidereal day is measured differently. It is the time it takes for a fixed star — any 

fixed star — to return to the same position in the sky. Because the earth is not 

only rotating on its axis but also moving in its orbit around the sun, the fixed 
stars return to their positions slightly faster than the sun does. A sidereal 

day is approximately 23 hours, 56 minutes, and 4 seconds — shorter than a solar 

day by 3 minutes and 56 seconds, or 236 seconds. 

Solar day = 24 hours, 0 minutes, 0 seconds 
Sidereal day = 23 hours, 56 minutes, 4 seconds 

Difference per day = 3 minutes 56 seconds = 236 seconds 
236 seconds × 365.256 days = 86,164 seconds per year 

86,164 seconds ÷ 3,600 = 23.93 hours ≈ 1 full sidereal day 

Over the course of a year, the cumulative difference between solar time and 

sidereal time adds up to nearly one full day — 23 hours, 56 minutes, and 4 
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seconds, to be precise. That is the missing day. Not missing from the heavens — 

from our accounting. 

What This Means for Enoch's Calendar 

Enoch's calendar did not require intercalation because Enoch was not measuring 

time by modern solar-day accounting. He was watching the stars. In star-time, 

the daily difference of approximately three minutes and fifty-six seconds 

accumulates across the year into a complete stellar return. What appears to us 

as a missing day under solar reckoning is not missing under sidereal reckoning. 

The stars bring the observer back to the same heavenly station. Therefore, 

Enoch could speak truthfully of a perfect 364-day system without intercalation. 

Intercalation becomes necessary only when later generations attempt to keep 

Enoch's star-governed calendar using solar-day accounting. 

Enoch was not describing a calendar that breaks down. He was describing a 
calendar designed for a world that watched the stars. His year is 

geometrically perfect — 360 degrees of arc, traced by the sun through the twelve 

signs of the Mazzaroth, with four threshold days marking the seasonal gates. In 

sidereal time, this is a complete circuit. In solar time — the time the modern world 

uses — it comes up approximately one day short per year, producing the drift that 

confused us for so long. 

The difference is not in the heavens. The heavens have not changed. The 

difference is in the accounting. We changed the accounting system from stellar to 

solar, and in doing so we introduced the need for periodic calibration. Enoch's 

calendar was not wrong. We just stopped using Enoch's clock. 
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 ENOCH'S CALENDAR WAS DESIGNED FOR A WORLD THAT WATCHED THE 
STARS. WE CHANGED THE ACCOUNTING TO THE SUN. THAT SINGLE SHIFT 

CREATED THE DRIFT. THE CALENDAR ITSELF IS PERFECT. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"If we can't use sidereal time today, what is the point of knowing about it?" 
RESPONSE: 

The point is that it explains why Enoch could say the calendar needed no 

intercalation while we must intercalate. It resolves the apparent 

contradiction between Enoch's promise of perfection and the observable 

reality of drift. Without this understanding, you will either deny the drift (and 

watch your feasts slide into winter), or deny Enoch's accuracy (and lose 

confidence in your foundational source). Sidereal time gives you the third 

option: Enoch was right, the calendar is right, and the drift is a 

consequence of how we now count — not a flaw in the design. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 
1.  Explain the difference between a solar day and a sidereal 
day in your own words. Why is this distinction important for 
understanding Enoch's calendar? 
Your Answer: _______________________________________________ 

2.  Verify the sidereal calculation yourself: 236 seconds × 
365.256 days = ? Divide by 3,600. What do you get? 
Your Answer: _______________________________________________ 

3.  If Enoch counted sidereal days and the year is perfect in 
sidereal time, why do we still need to intercalate when keeping 
the calendar today? 
Your Answer: _______________________________________________ 
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4.  Read Enoch chapters 72–82. What evidence do you find that 
Enoch was primarily tracking stellar positions rather than solar 
days? 
Your Answer: _______________________________________________ 
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Chapter 12   |    

Why We Still Must Intercalate 

The Deck of Cards, Sidereal Time, and the Days That Don’t Count — But Still 
Exist 

“The sun does not wait for the calendar to catch up. It keeps moving. 
And the calendar that refuses to account for that movement will 

eventually keep Passover in the snow.” 
— Pastor John Shane Vaughn 

  

The Honest Question That Demands an Honest Answer 

There is a man I love and respect who taught me more about this calendar than 

almost anyone else. I have mentioned him many times in this writing on 

purpose, I love to give honor where it is due and I desire to help maintain his 

rightful place and legacy in this great gift he helped bring to us all. His name 

once again is Jerry Morris. He was my mentor in this subject. I drove him crazy 

on the telephone many times. He was sharp, he was serious, and he was 

devoted to getting the calendar right. And on this one point, he and I 

respectfully disagree. 

 

Jerry’s position — and he is not alone in it — is that the 364-day calendar is 

complete as-is. That no intercalation is ever necessary. That the four Gate 

Days already account for everything. That the year runs perfectly on 364 days 

and no further adjustment is ever needed. 
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I understand that position. I once held a version of it myself. It is attractive 

precisely because it is so clean. The calendar is elegant. The structure is 

perfect. Why bring in something messy like intercalation? 

Here is why. Because the sun does not run on 364 days. 

THE CALENDAR IS PERFECT. THE SOLAR YEAR IS NOT. 
SOMETHING MUST BRIDGE THE GAP. 

  

Two Kinds of Time: Counted and Actual 
Before we can resolve the intercalation question, we have to understand that 

there are two different ways to measure a year. As established in Chapter 6, 

the Zadokite year counts 364 days — 52 perfect weeks with no remainder. That 

structure is fixed. What changes is how we account for the gap between that 

counted year and the solar year. Here is the comparison: They are not the 

same number. And that difference is the entire argument. 

COUNTED YEAR (Calendar Year) ACTUAL YEAR (Solar Year) 

The Zadokite Calendar counts exactly 
364 days. 

The sun takes approximately 
365.2422 days to complete its journey 
through the heavens and return to the 
same position. 

12 months of 30 days + 4 Gate Days = 
364 days. 

This is called the tropical year — 
measured from equinox to equinox. 
The solar clock cannot be reset by a 
decision to count 364. 

364 ÷ 7 = 52 perfect weeks. No 
remainder. The Sabbath never moves. 

365.2422 − 364 = 1.2422 days 
accumulate every single year as 
un-accounted solar time. 

This is why the calendar is called 
perfect. And it IS perfect — as a 
counting structure. 

In three years that is nearly four days. 
In seven years it is nearly nine days. 
Left uncorrected, the seasons migrate 
through the calendar. 
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Both of these facts are true at the same time. The calendar is perfect. The solar 

year is longer. The intercalary days exist to honor both truths simultaneously. 

Star Time: Why the Stars Demand Intercalation 

In Chapter 7 we established what the ancients called Star Time — sidereal 

reckoning. Sidereal comes from the Latin sidus, meaning star. It is the 

measurement of time against the fixed backdrop of the stars rather than against 

the sun’s position relative to the earth’s horizon. 

The stars do not move — not relative to each other on any human timescale. 

They are the fixed host of heaven. Enoch used them. The Zadokite priests used 

them. Genesis 1:14 places them as co-governing lights alongside the lesser 

luminary. They are the most stable clock in the observable universe. 

  

TWO KINDS OF DAY — THE DIFFERENCE THAT DEMANDS 
INTERCALATION 

A SOLAR DAY:  24 hours, 0 minutes, 0 seconds (24:00:00). Sun to sun. The 
day modern civilization uses.​
 
A SIDEREAL DAY:  23 hours, 56 minutes, 4 seconds (23:56:04). Star to star. 
The time it takes for the fixed stars to return to the exact same position in the 
sky. This is what Enoch was counting.​
 

The difference is 3 minutes and 56 seconds per day.​
 

3 min 56 sec/day × 365 days = 1,431 minutes = nearly one full day per year​
 

THE IMPLICATION:  Enoch can truthfully describe a calendar that closes 
perfectly by star time — and he did. But we count by solar days. So the 
calendar that is perfect in sidereal counting accumulates one uncounted 
solar day per year when we count sun to sun. That is not a flaw in the 
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calendar. It is a difference in counting method. And intercalation is the bridge 
between the two. 

  
And here is what sidereal time tells us that solar reckoning confirms: 

STAR TIME: THE MATHEMATICS BEHIND THE MANDATE 

Tropical solar year (sun returns to same position relative to seasons):  
365.2422 days​
 
Sidereal solar year (sun returns to same position relative to fixed 
stars):  365.2564 days​
 
Zadokite calendar year (12 months × 30 days + 4 Gate Days):  364.0000 
days 

365.2422 − 364.0000 =  1.2422 days of annual remainder​
 

After 6 years: 6 × 1.2422 = 7.45 days — more than one full week of drift​
 

After 400 years without intercalation:  364 × 400 = 145,600 days vs. 
365.2422 × 400 = 146,097 days → a drift of 497 days ≈ 1.36 YEARS​

 
Without intercalation, Passover eventually falls in November. The spring feast 
becomes a winter feast. The calendar loses its seasonal anchoring entirely. 

  
These numbers are not theological opinions. They are not rabbinic rulings. 

They are not subject to a congregational vote. They are measurements of the 

physical universe that the Creator built. When Enoch stood in the desert and 

watched the stars night after night, year after year, recording their movements 

and their seasons, he was not doing theology. He was doing astronomy. And 
what his astronomy revealed was that the counted year and the solar year 
are not the same length. 
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IF THE CALENDAR YEAR AND THE SOLAR YEAR ARE NOT THE 
SAME LENGTH, SOMETHING MUST ACCOUNT FOR THE 

DIFFERENCE. OR THE SEASONS WILL MOVE. 
  

The Deck of Cards: The Best Illustration I Know 

I want to give you the most practical illustration of intercalary days that I have 

ever found. Once you see this, you will never be confused again. 

THE DECK OF CARDS 

A STANDARD DECK:  52 playing cards + 2 Jokers = 54 total cards in the 
complete deck.​
 
THE GAME:  Most card games are played with 52 cards. The Jokers are 
removed from active play. They do not have a suit. They are not numbered. 
They do not count in the hand.​
 
BUT:  The Jokers still exist. Remove them and you do not have a complete 
deck. You have 52 cards from a 54-card deck. The Jokers belong to the deck 
even when they do not belong to the hand.​
 

THE ZADOKITE YEAR IS THE SAME. 
52 WEEKS (364 days):  The active year. 12 months of 30 days each. Four 
Gate Days. Counted. Structured. Played.​
 
THE INTERCALARY DAYS:  The Jokers. They belong to the complete year 
of the solar clock. They do not disrupt the weekly count. They are not 
Sabbaths. They are not numbered in the month. But they EXIST — because 
the sun does not stop moving while the calendar counts to 364.​
 
THE CONCLUSION:  A deck missing its Jokers is incomplete. A year that 
ignores the sidereal remainder is a year that will drift away from the seasons 
— exactly as the Enochian tradition warned it would. 
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The intercalary days are not part of the month-day count — just as the Jokers 

are not part of the hand. They belong to no month. They carry no month-day 

number. They are not Sabbaths. They do not interrupt the Sabbath sequence. 

They are sacred threshold days, set apart from the count, existing between the 

quarters — exactly like the Gate Days already described in this calendar. 

 

But they MUST exist. Because the solar clock does not stop while the calendar 

counts to 364. The earth keeps moving. The stars keep rotating. The sun keeps 

rising. And every one of those extra solar days must be acknowledged and 

placed somewhere — or the year falls out of alignment with the creation order it 

was designed to reflect. 

Where Exactly Do the Intercalary Days Go? 

This is the most practical question, and it deserves a direct answer. The 

intercalary days do not go anywhere random. They are not inserted by 

guesswork or by priestly preference. They follow a structured, predictable 

pattern that honors both the perfection of the 364-day cycle and the reality of 

the solar year. 

The four Gate Days — one standing between each quarter, after Month 3, 6, 9, 

and 12 — serve a dual purpose that most teachers of this calendar have not 

fully explored: it allows the perfect number of geometry to stand 360, allowing 

time to make its complete circle as it should at 360.  

Purpose One: They are SACRED THRESHOLD DAYS — standing outside 
the month-day count, marking the transition between the four 
seasons of the year. This function is theological and 
structural. 
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Purpose Two: They are the INTERCALARY MECHANISM — the built-in 
provision of the calendar system to receive the accumulated 
solar time that the 364-day count does not capture. This 
function is astronomical and mathematical. 
The Gate Days are the built-in containers. Intercalation is what 
occasionally fills them. 

  
  

QUARTER COUNTED 
MONTHS 

ACTIVE DAYS GATE DAY QUARTER TOTAL 

Q1 — Spring Months 1–3 90 days 1 day 91 days 

Q2 — 
Summer 

Months 4–6 90 days 1 day 91 days 

Q3 — Autumn Months 7–9 90 days 1 day 91 days 

Q4 — Winter Months 10–12 90 days 1 day 91 days 

4 quarters × 90 active days = 360 days  +  4 Gate Days = 364 days total  →  52 
perfect weeks 

  
Notice that the Gate Days are already outside the month-day count. They 

already stand between the quarters. They already belong to no month. They 

are already structured to receive extra solar time without disrupting the Sabbath 

sequence. The Creator did not design a gap that needed to be filled by human 

invention. He designed the Gap Day provision into the calendar structure from 

the beginning. 

 

THE SACRED GEOMETRY OF 360 — WHY TIME WAS 
BUILT ON A CIRCLE 

What follows is design evidence, not standalone mathematical proof. The 
360-day inner structure is philosophically and theologically compelling — 
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and consistent with the calendar's other independently provable features 
— but the argument that follows operates as confirmation alongside the 
1,260-day test, the Genesis Flood proof, the priestly course rotation, and 
the 364-day weekly structure. With that framing in mind: Before there was 
a calendar, there was a circle. Before there was a circle, there was a 
Creator who designed it. The number 360 is not a human convention — it 
is the Creator's architectural signature pressed into the fabric of creation 
on Day Four. 

 

The Question Nobody Asks 

Most people who study the Zadokite Calendar spend their time asking how it 

works. They count the 364 days. They examine the four quarters. They verify 

the 1,260-day prophecy test. They confirm the 52-week structure. 

But almost nobody stops to ask the deeper question underneath all of those 

calculations: 

Why 12 months of exactly 30 days? 

Not 28 days. Not 29 days. Not the lunar average of 29.5 days. Thirty days. 

Exactly. Every month. Every year. Without exception. 

The answer is not administrative convenience. The answer is not priestly 

tradition alone. The answer is geometry — the geometry YAHWEH encoded 

into the structure of the heavens on the fourth day of creation. 

The answer is 360. 
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What 360 Actually Is 

Before we can understand why the Zadokite Calendar is built on 30-day 

months, we must understand what the number 360 actually is — and what it is 

not. 

360 is not the number of days in a year. That is the misunderstanding that has 

confused this conversation for centuries. 

360 is the number of degrees in a circle. 

This is not a human invention. It is a discovery. The circle has 360 degrees 

because YAHWEH built the heavens as a perfect geometric circuit, and the sun 

traces that circuit completely — 360 degrees of arc — once per year. This was 

true before the Babylonians. Before the Sumerians. Before Egypt. Before every 

civilization that recognized and recorded it. 

The ancients across the entire globe arrived at this number independently — 

not because one civilization taught another, but because they were all 

observing the same heavens YAHWEH created. When the Egyptians said the 

year was 360. When the Babylonians measured the sky in 360 units. When the 

Assyrians built their astronomical tablets around 360. When the Vedic 

mathematicians of ancient India structured their cosmic cycles on the same 

base. When the Mayan astronomers built their Long Count on consecutive 

360-unit periods they called tuns — none of them were copying each other. 

They were all reading the same book. The book YAHWEH wrote in the sky. 

 

Why 360 — The Mathematics of Perfection 
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YAHWEH did not choose 360 arbitrarily. He chose it because it is the most 

mathematically perfect number in creation for the purpose of dividing time and 

space. 

Consider what 360 can be divided by evenly: 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 15, 18, 20, 24, 30, 36, 40, 45, 60, 72, 90, 120, 180. 

That is twenty-four divisors. No number smaller than 420 has as many. This 

is not coincidence. This is construction. YAHWEH built the architecture of the 

heavens on a number that can be divided into perfect, whole portions by 

virtually any system of measurement any civilization would ever develop — 

ensuring that whatever framework humanity used to organize time, the 

heavenly geometry would accommodate it.​

 

The great thinkers of history recognized this: 

Pythagoras — the father of mathematical philosophy — taught that the circle 

was the most perfect geometric form because it has no beginning and no end, 

and that all ratios of the cosmos derived from the division of the circle. His 

entire school was built on the premise that number is the foundation of reality. 

The number of the perfect circle is 360.​

 

Plato defined the ideal city in his Republic as having 5,040 citizens — a 

number chosen because it is divisible by every number from 1 through 10. His 

philosophical framework for perfect order came directly from the geometric 

principle that perfect divisibility reflects the mind of the divine. The same 
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principle that makes 360 the architectural number of the heavens.​

 

Ptolemy, in his Almagest — the most comprehensive astronomical work of the 

ancient world — divided the circle into 360 degrees and each degree into 60 

minutes, and each minute into 60 seconds. He did not invent this system. He 

inherited it from a tradition that stretched back to the Sumerians, who 

recognized that 360 was not a calculation but a given — a feature of the 

universe, not a feature of mathematics.​

 

The Sumerians — the oldest civilization with written records — used a 

sexagesimal (base-60) number system. Why base 60? Because 60 is one-sixth 

of 360. Their entire mathematical architecture was built around the circle. They 

gave us the 360-degree circle, the 60-minute hour, and the 60-second minute 

— all of which we still use today, four thousand years later, because the 

heavens still work the way YAHWEH made them.​

 

Archimedes devoted significant work to calculating the relationship between a 

circle's circumference and its diameter — what we call pi. His mathematical 

labors were not purely abstract. They were the attempt of a human mind to 

grasp the perfect geometry of a universe built by a perfect mind.​

 

Every great mathematical mind in history, across every culture and every 

century, has been drawn irresistibly to the circle — because the circle is where 

YAHWEH left His most visible fingerprint on creation. 
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The Gate Days — Protecting the Perfect Number 

Now we arrive at the insight that most teachers of this calendar have never fully 

explored. 

The Zadokite year has 364 days: twelve months of 30 days each (360 days 

total) plus four Gate Days — one standing between each quarter, after Month 3, 

after Month 6, after Month 9, and after Month 12. 

Most teachers present the Gate Days as a structural convenience — extra days 

needed to reach 364, which divides perfectly by 7 into 52 exact weeks. That is 

true. But it is only half the truth, and possibly the smaller half.​

 

The Gate Days serve a dual and deeper purpose that the structure itself 

announces to anyone willing to read it:​

 

The four Gate Days preserve the sacred count of 360. 

The twelve months of the Zadokite year contain exactly 360 counted days. Not 

361. Not 359. Exactly 360 — the complete circuit of the heavens, the perfect 

number of geometry, the architectural language of the Creator.​

 

The four Gate Days do not belong to any month. They stand between the 

quarters — threshold days, liminal days, days that belong to neither the quarter 

that ended nor the quarter that begins. They are not numbered in the monthly 

sequence. They are not feast days assigned to a calendar date. They are 

structural — load-bearing elements that hold the four quarters apart and keep 
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the year at its precise total of 364 while leaving the sacred 360 intact and 

unviolated inside.​

 

Remove the Gate Days and you have 360 — the perfect circle. Add the 
Gate Days and you have 364 — the perfect week-count. 

Both numbers are simultaneously honored. Both mathematical realities coexist. 

The same calendar preserves both the geometry of the heavens AND the 

perfect seven-day Sabbath cycle. This is not accident. This is mastery. 

 

Two Kinds of Time — Both Honored 

The ancient priests understood something that modernity has almost entirely 

lost: there are two distinct kinds of time, and they must not be confused.​

 

Heavenly Time — perfect, geometric, unchanging. The sun completes its 

circuit of 360 degrees. The Mazzaroth stands in its twelve signs of 30 degrees 

each. The circle closes on itself with mathematical perfection. This time is 

measured in degrees of arc, not in rotations of the earth.​

 

Earthly Time — agricultural, seasonal, practical. The earth rotates 

approximately 365.25 times while the sun completes one circuit. Seasons must 

align with harvest. Passover must fall in the month of green ears. This time is 

measured in sunrises. 

The genius of the Zadokite Calendar is that it honors both simultaneously: 
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●​ The 360-day structure honors heavenly time — the perfect circle, the 

geometry of creation, the architectural language YAHWEH wrote into the 

sky. 

●​ The four Gate Days honor earthly time — structural markers that keep 

the seasons aligned and acknowledge that the earth's rotation produces a 

remainder beyond the perfect circle. 

●​ Intercalation reconciles the two when the accumulated difference grows 

large enough to require attention. 

This is not a problem to be solved. This is a system to be understood. The 

priests who maintained this calendar were not fixing a broken clock. They were 

operating a precision instrument that had been deliberately designed to hold 

both heavenly geometry and earthly reality in perfect tension. 

 

The Circle in Scripture 

YAHWEH did not leave this truth only in the heavens. He encoded it in His 

Word. 

Job 26:10 — "He has inscribed a circle on the face of the waters at the 

boundary between light and darkness." The Hebrew word is chug — a drawn 

circle, a compass circle. YAHWEH drew the circle on creation itself. 

Proverbs 8:27 — Wisdom speaks: "When He established the heavens, I was 

there; when He drew a circle on the face of the deep..." Again — chug. The 

same word. Creation by circle. Order by circumference. 
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Isaiah 40:22 — "It is He who sits above the circle of the earth..." YAHWEH's 

throne is above a circular earth, and He surveys His circular creation from 

above. 

Psalm 19:6 — "Its rising is from one end of the heavens, and its circuit to the 

other end of them." The sun's circuit — the Hebrew tequphah — the full circle. 

The same root from which the ancient priests described the great wheel of the 

year. 

The circle is not a Greek idea imported into Hebrew theology. The circle is 

Hebrew theology — the shape of creation, the form of YAHWEH's own design, 

the geometry that precedes every human civilization that ever claimed to have 

invented it. 

 

What This Means for the Calendar You Keep 

When you count the months of the Zadokite Calendar — twelve months, thirty 

days each — you are not following a human tradition. You are not following a 

priestly preference. You are not following an ancient culture's approximation. 

You are counting in the language of the circle. 

Every month of 30 days is one-twelfth of the perfect 360-degree circuit. Every 

quarter of 90 days is one-fourth of the perfect circle. Every Gate Day is a 

threshold marker standing at the 90-degree point, the 180-degree point, the 

270-degree point, and the 360-degree point — the cardinal points of the circle, 

where one quarter ends and another begins.​
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The Zadokite Calendar is not a flat timeline running from left to right. It is a 

circle. It has always been a circle. The year does not end at day 364 and begin 

a new sequence — it completes its circuit and returns to its starting point, 

exactly as the sun returns to its starting position in the Mazzaroth, exactly as 

YAHWEH designed it. 

Time, on the Zadokite Calendar, makes its complete circle. 

Exactly as it should. 

 

📌 STUDY CHECKPOINT 

1.​ Why is 360 described as a geometric discovery rather than a human 

invention? 

2.​ List at least four ancient civilizations that independently recognized the 

360-unit circle. What does their agreement testify about? 

3.​ What is the difference between "heavenly time" and "earthly time," and 

how does the Zadokite Calendar honor both simultaneously? 

4.​ What is the dual purpose of the four Gate Days that most teachers have 

missed? 

5.​ Look up Job 26:10, Proverbs 8:27, and Isaiah 40:22. What Hebrew word 

appears in these passages, and what does it mean? 

6.​ In your own words: why does the Zadokite Calendar make the claim that 

time should "make its complete circle"? 
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Sacred But Not Sabbaths: A Distinction That Matters 

The four Gate Days are sacred. Do not misunderstand them as incidental or 

administrative. They are the Creator’s own hinges between the seasons. They 

are set apart. They carry weight. They mark the turning points of the year with a 

significance that no ordinary day possesses. 

But they are not Sabbaths. 

But they are not Sabbaths. This distinction is critical, and it must be stated 

plainly. Sabbaths belong to the weekly cycle of seven — and the Zadokite 

design preserves the unbroken seven-day rhythm. The Gate Days do occupy a 

weekday slot (always a Tuesday, the last day before each Wednesday-start 

quarter), and the Sabbath rhythm advances unbroken across them — but they 

carry no month-day number. They are not numbered in the monthly count, and 

they are not Sabbaths. A Gate Day is a sacred threshold, not a weekly rest day. 

This is exactly why the Gate Days were designed to stand outside the 

month-day sequence (the Sabbath count is never broken). They exist between 

the quarters — real, present, and set-apart — without occupying a position in 

the month-day count (though the weekly count of seven advances unbroken 

across them). They are like a railway tie between two stations — the train 

passes over it, the journey continues unbroken, but the tie is not numbered as a 

station. The weekly Sabbath rhythm advances across the Gate Day; the 

month-day count simply does not include it. 

  
GATE DAYS ARE GATE DAYS ARE NOT 

✓  Sacred threshold days ✗  Weekly Sabbaths 

✓  Real calendar days that exist in the 
year 

✗  Numbered days of any month 
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✓  Markers of the four seasonal 
transitions 

✗  Counted toward Holy Day calculations 

✓  Designated receivers of 
accumulated solar time 

✗  Annual feast Sabbaths (Passover, 
Trumpets, etc.) 

✓  Outside the month-day count by 
divine design 

✗  Days that break the run of 7 (the 
Sabbath rhythm advances unbroken) 

  

SACRED IS NOT THE SAME AS SABBATH. THE GATE DAY IS BOTH 
SET APART AND OUTSIDE THE MONTH-DAY COUNT — WHILE THE 
WEEKLY SABBATH RHYTHM ADVANCES UNBROKEN ACROSS IT. 

  
 

The Long Cycle: How the Priests Managed the Drift 

The ancient Zadokite priests did not recalibrate the calendar every year with a 

new decimal calculation. They used a long-cycle intercalation system — and 
the evidence for this is embedded in the priestly course rotations and the 
Jubilee calculations. We do not have to guess at this, one thousand years 
of their record keeping was given as a gift to us supernaturally in 1948. ​
 

Every few years — specifically in a pattern that modern scholars have identified 

as a cycle of either 3 or 7 years depending on accumulation — an additional 

day (or occasionally two) would be added to the Gate Day provision at the end 

of a quarter. This was not chaos. It was engineering.​
 

Think of it as the priestly equivalent of a leap year — except instead of adding a 

day to February, the priests added it to the Gate Day threshold between 

quarters, where it would cause the least disruption to the counted structure of 

the year. 
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GREGORIAN LEAP YEAR ZADOKITE INTERCALATION 

Add 1 day to February every 4 years. Add 1 full week (7 days) at a Gate Day 
position approximately every 6 years. 

The added day has a month number 
(Feb 29) and a day of the week. 

The added day has NO month-day 
number — though it does occupy a 
weekday slot, the weekly Sabbath 
rhythm advances unbroken across it. It 
remains outside the count of 
appointed times — though the weekly 
Sabbath cycle still advances across it. 

Insertion into the active calendar 
disrupts the day-of-week alignment in 
subsequent months. 

Insertion into the Gate Day threshold 
does NOT disrupt the weekly count. 
The Sabbath remains fixed. 

A mechanical patch to a flawed 
calendar. 

A designed provision in a perfect 
calendar — the gap was always meant 
to receive this day. 

  
This is why the Zadokite Calendar is superior to every other calendar system. 

Its correction mechanism does not break the structure it is correcting. 

The Gregorian calendar adds a day inside the month, which shifts the days of 

the week for the remainder of the year. The Zadokite intercalation adds a day 

outside the month, outside the week, in the space already designed to receive 

it. The machine absorbs the correction without losing its rhythm. 

A Respectful Response to the No-Intercalation Position 

I want to honor the people who hold the position that 364 days is sufficient and 

no intercalation is ever needed. This is not a foolish position. It comes from a 

genuine desire to preserve the purity and simplicity of the calendar. I 

understand the instinct. The calendar is perfect. Why add anything? 
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OBJECTION:  “The 364-day calendar is self-contained and complete. The 
Creator designed 364 days and that is the year. We do not need to add 
anything to what He built.” 
RESPONSE:  The Creator also built the solar year at 365.2422 days. Both 
facts are true. The question is not whether the 364-day structure is perfect — 
it is. The question is whether the counted year and the actual year can 
diverge forever without consequence. They cannot. After a hundred years 
without intercalation, Passover begins to fall in winter. After three hundred 
years, it falls in autumn. A Passover that falls in autumn is not Passover. It is 
a ceremony with no connection to the barley harvest that YAHWEH tied it to. 
The structure is perfect. The solar clock is longer. Both realities must be 
honored. 

  

OBJECTION:  “The Gate Days already complete the year. The four Gate 
Days are the provision. Nothing more is needed beyond the 364 counted 
days plus the four Gate Days.” 
RESPONSE:  This is the closest to correct of any version of the 
no-intercalation argument — and it almost gets there. The Gate Days ARE 
the mechanism. But the Gate Days need to receive additional time in 
long-cycle years precisely because the solar remainder accumulates. The 
Gate Days do not simply exist — they are designed to receive solar time that 
the counted year cannot hold. That is exactly what intercalation does. A Gate 
Day that never receives an extra day is a Gate Day that is only doing half its 
job. 

  

OBJECTION:  “If we intercalate, we are doing what the rabbis did — adding 
to the calendar by human decision. That is exactly the kind of manipulation 
Daniel warned about.” 
RESPONSE:  There is a difference between human manipulation that 
changes the structure and priestly stewardship that maintains it. Daniel 7:25 
warns about changing the appointed times — moving feast days, shifting 
Sabbaths, relocating sacred moments. Intercalation does none of those 
things. Passover remains on Month 1, Day 14. The Sabbath remains on its 
locked weekday — Saturday — in every month, with the calendar date 
varying by month position (Days 4, 11, 18, 25 for Wed-start months; 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 for Fri-start months; 7, 14, 21, 28 for Sun-start months). The structure 
does not change. What changes is the alignment between the calendar and 
the solar year — which is maintained, not destroyed, by faithful intercalation. 
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The priests who fled to Qumran did not abandon intercalation. They 
preserved it. 

  

The Bottom Line: The Jokers Are in the Deck 

Let me bring this back to the deck of cards. 

You can play a card game that never uses the Jokers. You can make a 

perfectly good game with the remaining forty-eight cards. The game runs 

cleanly. The hands deal correctly. The rules work. And if you never look up from 

the game, you will never notice that the Jokers are sitting on the table, not in 

the hand — and that the full deck, the complete deck, is 52 cards, not 48. 

The no-intercalation position is playing with 48 cards and calling it a complete 

deck. 

The Jokers — the intercalary days — exist. They are the solar remainder. They 

are not invented. They are discovered. The sun put them there. The Creator’s 

own clock demands them. And the Gate Day provision in the Zadokite Calendar 

is the designated place in the structure where those extra days are received — 

without disrupting the Sabbath, without moving a feast, without altering a single 

appointed time. 

THE JOKERS DO NOT PLAY. BUT THEY ARE IN THE DECK. REMOVE 
THEM AND YOU DO NOT HAVE A COMPLETE DECK. 

  

IGNORE THEM IN THE YEAR AND IN A GENERATION, PASSOVER 
FALLS IN WINTER. 

  

Summary for the Student 

145 | Page 
 



Before you move to the next chapter, lock these three truths in your mind. They 

are the entire intercalation argument in three statements: 

❖  We do not intercalate because the calendar is broken. We intercalate 
because our counting method — solar days — is different from Enoch’s 
star-time system. The calendar is perfect. Our solar accounting needs 
calibration. 

❖  The four Gate Days go after Months 3, 6, 9, and 12 — every year, in the 
same positions, without exception. They are the built-in provision for 
receiving the solar remainder. 

❖  The Gate Days function like jokers in a deck: real, present, meaningful — 
yet outside the month-day count. Sacred, but not Sabbaths. They exist 
without disrupting the seven-day rhythm that governs everything. 

  

❖  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Intercalation & Intercalary Gate 
Days 
Work through each exercise carefully. The math is not hard. The implications are 
important. 

Exercise 1: Sidereal vs. Solar Accumulation — Do the Math 
A sidereal day is 3 minutes and 56 seconds shorter than a solar day. Follow the 
chain: 

1.  Convert 3 minutes 56 seconds into seconds:  
________________________  seconds 
2.  Multiply that by 365 days:  ________________________  seconds 
3.  Convert that total into hours (divide by 3,600):  
________________________  hours 

  
4.  What does that number represent in plain language? Write one sentence. 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
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ANSWER KEY  —  3 min 56 sec = 236 seconds.  236 × 365 = 86,140 seconds.  86,140 
÷ 3,600 = 23.93 hours ≈ nearly one full day per year. 

  

Exercise 2: Build the Quarter — Prove the 91-Day Block 
Using the Zadokite quarter structure, complete the following: 

1.  Month 1 + Month 2 + Month 3 + Gate Day:   30 + 30 + 30 + 1 =  
______________ 
2.  Multiply by 4 quarters:   91 × 4 =  ______________ 
3.  Divide the total by 7:   364 ÷ 7 =  ______________ 
4.  What is the remainder?  ______________ 

  
5.  Explain why a remainder of zero matters for preserving the Sabbath rhythm. 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 

  

Exercise 3: Diagram the Gate Days — Show Where They Go 
Complete the year diagram below. Write the month group in each block, then 
label each Gate Day. 

MONTHS 1–3 MONTHS 4–6 MONTHS 7–9 MONTHS 10–12 

30 + 30 + 30 = 90 
days 

30 + 30 + 30 = 90 
days 

30 + 30 + 30 = 90 
days 

30 + 30 + 30 = 90 
days 

★ Gate Day 1 
after Month 3 

★ Gate Day 2 
after Month 6 

★ Gate Day 3 
after Month 9 

★ Gate Day 4 
after Month 12 

4 quarters × 90 counted days = 360  +  4 Gate Days = 364 days = 52 exact weeks 

  
Why must Gate Days be outside the month-day count (while still belonging to the 
week and the year) if the Sabbath is to remain fixed? 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
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________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 

  

Exercise 4: The Jokers Test — Explain It Like You’re Teaching 
Someone 
Write 5–7 sentences using the jokers-in-the-deck analogy. Your audience is a 
sincere believer who thinks intercalation is “adding to YAHWEH’s calendar.” 
Cover all five points: 

▶  What the “52 cards” represent 
▶  What the “jokers” represent 
▶  Why the jokers are real but outside the month-day count 
▶  Why the Gate Days are sacred markers but not weekly Sabbaths 
▶  How this prevents calendar drift without breaking sevens 

  
Your Answer (5–7 sentences): 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
________________________________________________________________
________ 
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Chapter 13   |   The Priestly Courses — The Anchor 
We Almost Missed 

"The calendar must always line up with the priestly courses. I heard 
these words for ten years. I finally understood them on a Sabbath 
morning when a woman I had never met walked through my door." 
— Pastor Shane Vaughn 

David's Gift to the Calendar 

In approximately 1000 BCE, King David did something that would prove to be 

one of the most significant organizational acts in the history of Israel — though 

almost no one recognizes its calendrical importance. He divided the Levitical 

priesthood into twenty-four rotating courses or shifts, documented in 1 Chronicles 

24. 
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Each course was assigned a name, a patriarchal lineage, and a specific week of 

temple service. The courses rotated throughout the year in a fixed sequence. 

Every priest knew exactly when his course served. Every worshipper knew which 

priestly family would be serving during any given week. The system was precise, 

documented, and continuous. 

1 CHRONICLES 24:1,7-10 

These are the divisions of the sons of Aaron... The first lot came forth to 

Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 

the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin... 

This system continued without interruption from the time of David — 

approximately 1000 BCE — until the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. 

That is nearly a thousand years of continuous, documented priestly 
rotation. And within that documentation was something the calendar community 

had been searching for without knowing it: a precise, historical record of every 

intercalation, sequenced to the priestly courses, validated by a thousand years of 

use. 

The Record That Survived the Temple's Destruction 

When the temple was destroyed in 70 CE and the priests were scattered, the 
priestly course records did not disappear. They were too important to the 

community's identity and too intricately connected to calendar practice to be lost. 

The records of which course served in which week — including the weeks that 

had been adjusted through intercalation — survived in community memory, in 

synagogue inscriptions found throughout Israel, and most significantly, in the 

Dead Sea Scrolls.​
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The Qumran community's commitment to the Zadokite Calendar was not merely 

theological. It was practical. They kept the priestly courses active even in the 

desert, maintaining the rotation as if the temple still stood, because they 

understood that the priestly courses were the backbone of the calendar. The 

courses did not serve the calendar. The calendar served the courses. And when 

intercalation was needed, it was determined by the courses — by the priestly 

rotation that could not be disrupted. 

The moment Sara Vaughn Shephard said those six words — as you read in the 

Introduction — every piece of the puzzle clicked into place. 

 

THE PRIESTLY COURSES ARE NOT A HISTORICAL FOOTNOTE. THEY 
ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE ZADOKITE CALENDAR. WITHOUT THEM, 

INTERCALATION IS GUESSWORK. WITH THEM, IT IS HISTORY. 

Now, it’s time to dig into the priestly courses for a full and 
complete understanding of what has been only mentioned 
hitherto.  

The Twenty-Four Courses and Their Significance 

THE TWENTY-FOUR PRIESTLY COURSES 
1. Jehoiarib    2. Jedaiah     3. Harim       4. Seorim 
5. Malchijah    6. Mijamin     7. Hakkoz      8. Abijah 
9. Jeshua      10. Shecaniah  11. Eliashib   12. Jakim 
13. Huppah     14. Jeshebeab  15. Bilgah     16. Immer 
17. Hezir      18. Aphses     19. Pethahiah  20. Jehezkel 
21. Jachin     22. Gamul      23. Delaiah    24. Maaziah 

151 | Page 
 



 
Each course served one week at a time, rotating through the 
year.​
 
At the three pilgrimage feasts, all twenty-four courses served 
together.​
 
The rotation produced a perfect annual cycle aligned with 
the 364-day calendar. 
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Note: The priestly course of Abijah (Course 8) is significant 
— Luke 1:5 records that Zechariah, the father of John the 
Baptist, served in the course of Abijah. This allows us to date 
John's conception and birth, confirming the Zadokite 
calendar's alignment with New Testament chronology. 

 

The reference to the course of Abijah in Luke 1:5 is not a throwaway detail. It is a 

calendar marker. Luke records that the angel appeared to Zechariah while he 

was serving in the temple — during the week assigned to the course of Abijah. If 

we know which week of the year the course of Abijah served, we can calculate 

when Zechariah received the announcement of John's conception. From that, we 

can calculate when John was born. From John's birth, we can calculate when 

Yahshua was born. The Zadokite Calendar, aligned with the priestly courses, 

produces a birth date for Yahshua that aligns with the Feast of Tabernacles — 

not December 25th. 

YAHWEH tabernacled with us. At the Feast of Tabernacles. The calendar says 

so. The priestly courses confirm it. 

The Gear System — How the Courses Determine 
Intercalation 

Here is the question that turns the priestly courses from an interesting historical 

fact into the most powerful calendar tool in Scripture. 

Everybody agrees the calendar drifts. The 364-day solar count does not match 

the 365.25-day solar year exactly. Every serious student of the Zadokite 

Calendar eventually confronts this reality and asks the same question: when do 

we add the correction? Who decides? And how do we know we are not just 

guessing? 
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The priestly courses answer that question. Not with theory. With a thousand 

years of recorded history. 

Think of the twenty-four courses as 

gears in a perpetual clock. Each 

gear has a name. Each turns at the 

same rate — one week, every 

twenty-four weeks, without 

variation. The rotation never 

pauses, never skips, never resets 

arbitrarily. From David’s 

reorganization in approximately 

1000 BCE through the destruction 

of the Second Temple in 70 CE, 

the courses turned continuously — 

nearly a thousand years of 

unbroken weekly rotation. Every 

priest in Israel knew exactly which 

week his course served. That 

rotation is the gear system of the 

Zadokite Calendar. 

Now consider what happens when the calendar needs to intercalate — when 
the drift has accumulated enough that a correction is required. The 
correction cannot occur at just any point. It cannot fall in the middle of a 
course rotation. It cannot displace the priest who is serving that week. To 

do so would shatter the integrity of a record that had been kept unbroken for 

centuries and preserved at Qumran for centuries more. 
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This means that the correct intercalation point is not a matter of preference or 

tradition. It is the precise moment when the accumulated drift reaches the 
intercalation threshold AND the course rotation arrives at the designated 
correction point simultaneously. Those two conditions lock together like teeth 

in a gear. When they align, that is when you add the week. Not before. Not after. 

That is when the thousand-year record says to do it. 

This is precisely what Sara Vaughn Shepherd meant by those six words. The 

calendar was not broken. The drift was not a design flaw. And the correction was 

not a matter of opinion. The priestly course rotation had been recording the 

answer for a thousand years. You are not lining up with the priestly courses 

means: you are intercalating at the wrong point in the gear rotation. That is the 

entire error. And the courses tell you exactly when the right point is. 

The Two Conditions That Must Align for Intercalation 

CONDITION 1: The accumulated drift must reach the intercalation threshold 
— the point where the calendar has moved far enough off the seasonal 
anchor to require correction. 
 
CONDITION 2: The priestly course rotation must arrive at the designated 
correction point — the specific course week at which intercalation is 
historically recorded as occurring. 
 
When both conditions are met simultaneously, intercalation occurs. 
This is not guesswork. It is what nearly a thousand years of continuous 
priestly record produced: a gear system so precise that the desert 
community at Qumran preserved it in their scrolls as the definitive 
answer to the intercalation question. 

 

THE PRIESTLY COURSES ARE NOT A HISTORICAL RECORD OF WHO SWEPT 
THE TEMPLE FLOOR. THEY ARE THE INTERCALATION KEY OF THE ZADOKITE 
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CALENDAR. WITHOUT THEM, THE DRIFT QUESTION HAS NO AUTHORITATIVE 
ANSWER. WITH THEM, IT NEVER DID. 

 

The 6-Year Cycle — The Proof You Can Verify 

Here is where the argument for the priestly courses stops being theoretical and 

becomes mathematically verified. Every student of this calendar should be able 

to run this proof themselves. It is not complicated. It is arithmetic. And the stakes 

of getting it wrong are not abstract — they are concrete, covenantal, and serious. 

The Math: 24 Courses, 52 Weeks, 6 Years 

The Zadokite year contains 52 weeks. The 24 priestly courses each serve one 

week at a time, rotating continuously. At the three pilgrimage feasts — 

Unleavened Bread, Shavuot, and Tabernacles — all 24 courses served 
together, which means those weeks did not belong to any single course’s 
rotation. When you account for the 52 weeks of the year and subtract the three 

feast weeks that belong to all courses collectively, the result is 49 rotation weeks 

per year assigned to individual courses. 

24 courses rotating through 49 weeks does not divide evenly. 49 ÷ 24 = 2 

courses per year, with 1 remaining week. That remainder means the rotation 

does not complete in a single year. But here is what the mathematics produce: 

24 courses × 2 weeks each = 48 weeks, plus 1 remaining week — and after 6 

years, the accumulated remainder produces exactly 6 extra weeks, which means 

every 6 years the rotation cycles back to its starting point precisely. 

This is the 6-year rhythm of the priestly rotation. The rotation does not reset — it 

is a continuously turning wheel that never stops. What the 6-year cycle reveals 
is that every 6 years, 294 rotation weeks have passed, which equals exactly 
12 complete rotations of all 24 courses giving you the number 288 which is a 
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double 144 and all of us know the meaning of that number, this becomes a 

double witness of the 144,000.  

The rotation has advanced in a completely documented, predictable sequence. 

And here is what that means for the calendar keeper: you do not need to 

calculate which course should be serving. The Dead Sea Scrolls already did 
that work. The Mishmarot texts (4Q319–321) record which specific course 
is in service at every point in the cycle — at every new year, at every 
intercalation moment, across the entire documented span. You align with 

that record. That is the authority. That is the standard. 

THE 6-YEAR CYCLE PROOF 
52 weeks per year — 3 feast weeks (all courses serve) = 49 

rotation weeks per year 
49 weeks ÷ 24 courses = 2 weeks per course + 1 week 

remainder 
1 remainder week × 6 years = 6 extra weeks = exactly 1 full 

rotation of all 24 courses 
THEREFORE: Every 6 years the rotation completes one additional 
full turn. The rotation never resets — it continues unbroken. The 

Dead Sea Scrolls (4Q319–321) record which course is in service at 
every point in the cycle.     ​

           
VERIFICATION: 49 rotation weeks × 6 years = 294 weeks = 

exactly 12 complete rotations of all 24 courses.2 

 
The 24 Elders, the 13th Cycle, and the Gate Outside of Time 

 

2
 4Q319 (Otot) provides the most explicit scroll evidence for the 6-year intercalation cycle tied to the priestly courses. The text 

tracks course rotations across a 6-year period and identifies the intercalation points. See also Ben Zion Wacholder and Martin 

Abegg, A Preliminary Edition of the Unpublished Dead Sea Scrolls (Biblical Archaeology Society, 1991). 
157 | Page 
 



What John saw around the throne in Revelation 4 was not a new vision. It was 
the heavenly original of what David organized on earth in 1 Chronicles 24. The 
priestly wheel on earth is a shadow of the governmental wheel in heaven. And 
when that is understood — the 13th rotation stops being a mathematical curiosity 
and becomes a theological thunderclap. 

 

The 24 Elders Are Not a Mystery — They Are a Mirror 

Revelation 4:4: 

"Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were 
twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their 
heads." 

Revelation 4:10–11: 

"The twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship 
Him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne..." 

Every serious student of Revelation has asked the same question: who are these 
24 elders? Commentators have proposed redeemed humanity, angelic beings, 
and symbolic representations of the twelve tribes and twelve apostles combined. 
All of these answers require speculation. 

The Zadokite Calendar requires none. It requires only that 1 Chronicles 24 and 
Revelation 4 be read side by side, and that what is plainly visible be recognized 
for what it is. 

 

THE 24 ELDERS ARE THE HEAVENLY COUNTERPART OF THE 24 
PRIESTLY COURSES. 

This is not a new idea casually introduced. It is a structural reality embedded in 
both texts simultaneously. The parallels are not suggestive — they are exact: 

EARTH — 1 Chronicles 24 HEAVEN — Revelation 4 

24 priestly courses 24 elders on 24 thrones 

Each course serves before YAHWEH 
in rotation 

Elders continuously present before the 
throne 
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EARTH — 1 Chronicles 24 HEAVEN — Revelation 4 

Clothed in priestly garments Clothed in white garments 

Serve the covenant calendar — 
governing time 

Cast crowns — acknowledging YAHWEH 
as sovereign over all time 

Organized by David under divine 
instruction 

Positioned around the throne of the 
Creator Himself 

Rotate through sacred time on earth Present at the end of sacred time in 
eternity 

The earthly system was never the original. The earthly system was the copy. 
When Moses was commanded to build the tabernacle, YAHWEH told him plainly: 

 "Make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain" 
(Hebrews 8:5).  

The 24 priestly courses David organized were not David's invention — they 
were the earthly reflection of a heavenly government that had always 
existed. 

The 24 elders around the throne are not waiting for the priestly courses to begin. 
The priestly courses were instituted because the 24 elders were already there. 

 

What the Elders Are Doing — Protecting Time 

Buried in the earliest treatments of this calendar is a line that deserves to be 
unpacked into a full teaching rather than left as a footnote: 

"The 24 Elders protect time until 'time shall be no more.'" 

This is precise language. It is not poetic. Look at what the elders do every time 
they appear in Revelation. 

Revelation 4:10 — They fall down and worship before the One who lives forever 
and ever — the One who transcends time. They are in His presence 
continuously, acknowledging His eternal nature over the temporal order He 
created.​
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Revelation 5:8 — They hold golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints. They are intermediaries between time-bound humanity below and 
the timeless throne above. The prayers of those locked in earthly time rise to the 
elders who stand outside of it.​
 

Revelation 11:16–17 — When the seventh trumpet sounds — the trumpet that 
announces that "the time has come" — the 24 elders fall on their faces and 
worship, saying: "We give thanks to You, Lord God Almighty, who is and who 
was, for You have taken Your great power and begun to reign."​
 

At the announcement that time is ending — that the kingdoms of this world are 
becoming the Kingdom of YAHWEH — the 24 elders respond first. They are the 
guardians of the threshold between time and eternity. They govern the 
transition because they were assigned to that transition before the first priestly 
course ever served its first week.​
 

The 24 priestly courses governed the structure of time from within it — organizing 
the weeks, marking the feasts, maintaining the rotation that kept the sacred 
calendar functional for nearly a thousand years. In heaven, the 24 elders guard 
the boundaries of time from above it — standing present at the throne where time 
was created, holding their position until the moment it is completed.​
 

Earth's 24 courses governed time from within it. Heaven's 24 elders guard 
time from above it. Both are doing the same work at two different levels of 
reality. 
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The 13th Rotation — A Gate Standing Outside the Twelve 

In the 6-year priestly cycle, 13 complete rotations of all 24 courses occur. Twelve 
rotations account for the progression through the cycle. The 13th rotation 
closes the cycle — and when it finishes, the wheel has returned to its exact 
starting position. Year seven begins exactly where year one began.​
 

The number of completed rotations within the 12 numbered cycles of years is 12. 
But the rotation that closes the cycle and hinges it back to the beginning is the 
13th.​
 

This is structural language that runs through the entire Zadokite system — and it 
has been visible in another form all along.​
 

The calendar has 12 months. But what holds those 12 months together into a 
complete year — what prevents Month 12 from simply falling into Month 1 without 
a transition — are the Gate Days. Those four days stand between the quarters. 
They belong to neither side. They are the hinges. They are load-bearing structure 
that makes clean return possible.​
 

The 13th rotation is the Gate Day of the 6-year cycle.​
 

It does not belong to cycles 1 through 5. It does not initiate cycle 7. It stands as 
the closing mechanism of one full cycle and the opening mechanism of the next 
— a rotation that exists between the 12 counted cycles and the renewed 12 that 
follow.​
 

Just as the Gate Days belong to no month, the 13th rotation belongs to no 
numbered cycle of twelve. It is the hinge. The threshold. The liminal rotation 
that makes return possible without collapse. 

 

The Number 13 — Not Unlucky, But Transitional 

The world calls 13 an unlucky number. YAHWEH calls it a threshold number — 
the number that stands at the door between one complete order and the next. 
Consider where 13 appears consistently in the pattern of sacred structure. 
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The 13 Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice — composed for the first 13 Sabbaths 
of the Zadokite year. Not 12. Not 14. Thirteen. The sequence builds through 12 
songs ascending toward the throne chariot and then descending symmetrically — 
and then the 13th song is not another step in the pattern. It is the resolution. It 
stands after the 12 have completed their ascent and descent. It is the landing 
point. The gate through which the worshipper passes from the sacred sequence 
back into ordinary time. The Qumran community did not end their quarterly song 
cycle at 12. They ended it at 13 — because 13 is where resolution lives.​
 

The 13 songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice is our glaring key as to how many cycles 
we count until we intercalate. We count 12 Cycles of 24 and then we have one 
more cycle OUTSIDE OF TIME, the 13th cycle, a great gate that will escort us 
back to the beginning of the cycle of 12.  

 

The 13 Tribes of Israel — there were 12 tribes named, numbered, and assigned 
territory. But Joseph was divided into Ephraim and Manasseh, producing a 13th 
unit in the count. And Levi received no territory at all — standing between the 
tribes and YAHWEH, belonging to no territorial division, serving as the hinge 
between the covenant people and the covenant God. Thirteen was always the 
number of the mediating element — the one that belongs neither fully to the 
numbered sequence nor to what lies beyond it.​
 

The 13th Month in the Lunar Calendar — the lunar calendar's 13th month is 
treated as an intrusion, a problem, something added to make the numbers work. 
The Zadokite system has no 13th month — because it has a 13th rotation 
instead, a structural element that performs the same transitional function without 
disrupting the 12-month integrity of the sacred year.​
 

The number 13 in YAHWEH's architecture is not the number of chaos. It is the 
number of transition under governance — the structural element that makes 
clean return possible after a complete cycle of 12. 

 

The 13th Rotation and the Gate Outside of Time — What John Saw 

Read Revelation 4 again — with the priestly wheel fully in view. 

John is caught up through a door standing open in heaven. He sees the throne. 
Around the throne, the four living creatures. Around the throne, the 24 elders. 
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The living creatures never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come." 

They never stop. 

The worship around the throne is continuous. It does not rotate. It does not 
pause. It has no intercalation. There is no week when a different set of elders 
takes their place. There is no cycle after which the first elder returns. The 24 
elders are not on a schedule — they are in a state. They are not between cycles 
— they are above cycles. They exist at the point where the priestly wheel has 
exited time entirely.​
 

The 6-year cycle on earth runs: 12 rotations within counted time, and then the 
13th — the hinge, the gate, the transition back to 1. The earthly priest 
experiences time as a wheel that turns and returns, turns and returns, moving 
through sacred history toward a destination he can feel but cannot yet see.​
 

The 24 elders in heaven represent what happens when the 13th rotation does 
not hinge back to 1 — when it opens instead into the eternal. They are not 
waiting for another cycle to begin. They are standing at the place where the 
priestly wheel exits time entirely.​
 

The 13th rotation, in eternity, is not a transition back to Year 1. It is the final 
Gate Day of all history — the moment when the wheel of sacred time completes 
its last rotation, and the 24 elders, who have been protecting it since before the 
first course served its first week, cast their crowns before the throne and declare: 
Time is no more. The Kingdom has come. 

 

The Full Architecture — Earth to Heaven 

Element Earth Heaven 

The 24 24 priestly courses rotating through 
time 

24 elders standing before the 
throne in eternity 

The 12 
12 rotations within the 6-year cycle 
— the complete numbered order of 
the priestly wheel 

12 tribes × 12 apostles — the 
complete numbered order of 
covenant governance 
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Element Earth Heaven 

The 13th The hinge rotation — closing the 
cycle, opening the return to 1 

The gate outside of time — 
where the wheel exits the cycle 
and enters eternity 

The Gate 
Days 

4 days between quarters, belonging 
to neither the quarter ended nor the 
quarter begun 

The transition moment between 
ages — the day no man can 
number 

The 13 
Songs 

13 Sabbath songs — 12 ascending 
and descending, the 13th resolving 
the cycle 

The song of the elders before the 
throne — the song that never 
ends 

 

THE PRIESTLY WHEEL WAS NEVER MERELY A CALENDAR MECHANISM. 
IT WAS A PROPHECY IN MOTION — TURNING WEEK BY WEEK TOWARD 
THE MOMENT WHEN THE 13th ROTATION OPENS NOT BACK TO YEAR 
ONE, BUT OUTWARD INTO ETERNITY. 

 

The 24 elders protect time until time shall be no more. They are the heavenly 
original of the 24 courses that governed time on earth. Their continuous 
presence before the throne mirrors the continuous rotation of the priestly wheel 
below. They do not serve in shifts — they stand permanently — because they are 
not in time. They are above it, watching it, holding its boundaries until the 
moment YAHWEH declares that the 13th rotation has opened its final gate. 

When that moment comes — when the seventh trumpet sounds and the elders 
fall on their faces — they are not surprised. 

They knew exactly which rotation it was. 

 

✦ STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These Carefully 

1.​ Read Revelation 4:4–11 and 1 Chronicles 24:1–19 side by side. List every 
structural parallel you observe between the 24 elders and the 24 priestly 
courses. Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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2.​ What does it mean that the earthly priestly system was the copy and the 
heavenly system was the original? How does Hebrews 8:5 support this? 
Your Answer: _______________________________________________ 

3.​ Explain in your own words what the 13th rotation does structurally in the 
6-year priestly cycle. Why is it described as a gate rather than simply a 
13th cycle? Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.​ Why is 13 described as a threshold number rather than an unlucky 
number? Find at least two other examples from Scripture where 13 
functions as a transitional or mediating element. Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

5.​ What happens in Revelation 11:16–17 when the seventh trumpet sounds, 
and why are the 24 elders the ones who respond first? Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

6.​ What is the difference between how the earthly 24 courses relate to time 
and how the heavenly 24 elders relate to time? Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

7.​ If the 13th rotation is the Gate outside of time — the final hinge of all history 
— what does that tell you about the ultimate purpose of the priestly 
calendar? Was it always pointing toward something beyond itself? Your 
Answer: _______________________________________________ 

 

 

The Alignment Problem — Why Intercalation Error Is Not Minor 
Look at the list of the twenty-four courses. Course 1 is Jehoiarib. Course 22 is 

Gamul. 

Jehoiarib is the first family — the original anchor of the entire priestly system. But 

the rotation established by David does not restart at Jehoiarib each year. It is 

continuous. The rotation advances one course per year without interruption. 

Jehoiarib returns to the opening of the year only when 24 complete courses 
of priest have turned. Every other year, a different course opens — whichever 
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course the continuous rotation has reached at that point in the cycle as 

documented in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Now ask the question that every calendar keeper must be willing to face: what 
happens if you intercalate at the wrong point in the 6-year cycle? 

The rotation shifts. A course that was supposed to serve in one week now serves 

in another. And when the new year begins, the family standing at the opening is 

no longer the correct priestly family. Depending on when and how many times the 

intercalation was miscalculated, any course can be displaced into the opening 

week. The wrong family could be standing where the Mishmarot Scrolls record 

places the year-opener. 

This is not a minor administrative inconvenience. This is the wrong family 
standing before YAHWEH at the opening of His appointed year. The system 

that David established by divine instruction — the system the Zadokite priests 

preserved for nearly a thousand years — requires that the rotation be maintained 

with precision. When it is not, everything that depends on the rotation is 

misaligned: the intercalation timing, the course identification for historical 

calendar calculations, the confirmation of feast dates, and the integrity of the 

record. 

THE ALIGNMENT PROBLEM 

If you intercalate at the wrong point in the 6-year cycle: 
The rotation shifts. 

The wrong course stands at the new year — ​
not the one the Scrolls prescribe. 

The course that is serving is not the course the Mishmarot 
record requires at this point in the 6-year cycle. 
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This is not a calculation error. This is a covenantal 
disorder. 

The 6-Year Cycle — The Full Picture 

Here is the teaching that most calendar keepers have never heard — and it is the 

teaching that separates a living timekeeping system from a religious 

reconstruction.​

 

The priestly rotation does not reset at intercalation. It does not restart at the 

new year. It does not rewind to Jehoiarib every time someone adds a week. It is a 

continuously turning wheel — a living clock that has been in motion since David 

established it in approximately 1000 BCE. Which means quite simply, the priest 

family that we have written in the scrolls as to when they served, that perfect 

schedule does not need to catch up to intercalation but rather intercalation must 

line up with the priestly family that was serving at that particular time. ​

 

This means that Jehoiarib does not open every properly-intercalated year. Per 

the Mishmarot record (4Q319-321), Gamul (Course 22) opens Year 1 of every 

6-year priestly cycle. Year 2 opens with Jedaiah (Course 2). Year 3 with Mijamin 

(Course 6). Year 4 with Shecaniah (Course 10). Year 5 with Jeshebeab (Course 

14). Year 6 with Aphses (Course 18). Then the cycle returns to Gamul at Year 1. 

The rotation advances continuously through the priestly courses, and the 

year-opener cycles through this six-position sequence — never resetting.​

 

6 year-openers (Gamul, Jedaiah, Mijamin, Shecaniah, Jeshebeab, Aphses) × 1 

year each = 6 years per year-opener cycle.​
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The Clock That Was Never Reset — An Analogy 

Consider a grandfather clock standing in the corner of a great hall. 

This clock was wound and set in motion in 1000 BCE. It has never been stopped. 

It has never been rewound from zero. No one has ever reached behind the face 

and moved the hands backward to start again. The pendulum has been swinging 

continuously for three thousand years — through the reigns of kings, through the 

destruction of the Temple, through exile and return and exile again and 

restoration. The hands move. They have always moved. They will not be moved 

backward by any human decision about what year it is or what feast is 

approaching.​

 

Now imagine that someone walks into the hall and says: "We need to add a week 

to the calendar this year. The seasons have drifted and we must intercalate."​

 

The grandfather clock does not care.​

 

It does not reset to 12:00. It does not rewind to the beginning of its cycle. The 

hands were at 3:47 before the announcement, and they are at 3:47 after it — still 

moving forward, still counting, completely indifferent to the human decision that 

was just made about the calendar. The intercalary week passes. The week is 

added. And when the new year begins, the hands of the clock are precisely 

where three thousand years of uninterrupted motion have placed them. Not 

where someone decided they should be. Not where tradition assumed they 

would be. Where they actually are.​
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This is the priestly rotation. 

The rotation does not reset at intercalation. It does not restart at the new year. It 

does not rewind to Jehoiarib every time someone adds a week. It is a 

continuously turning wheel — a living clock that has been in motion since David 

established it in approximately 1000 BCE. The priest family recorded in the 

scrolls as serving at a particular time serves at that time not because someone 

calculated that this would be a good year for them — but because the wheel has 

been turning since before anyone alive today was born, and the wheel has 

arrived at their week. 

This is why intercalation does not chase the priestly schedule. The priestly 
schedule does not need to catch up to intercalation. Intercalation must 
align with the priestly family already serving. The wheel determines the 

correction — not the other way around. 

 

One More Analogy — The Mile Marker 

Think of driving a highway that has numbered mile markers standing every mile 

along the road. 

You do not decide what number is on the sign when you arrive at it. The signs 

were placed before you began driving. They will be standing long after you have 

passed. Mile 47 is Mile 47 whether you are driving fast or slow, whether there 

was construction that slowed you down last week, whether you stopped for a day 

at Mile 23. The markers do not move. The markers do not reset. Your journey 

adjusts to the markers — the markers do not adjust to your journey. 

The priestly courses are the mile markers of sacred time. Jehoiarib is Mile 1. 

Jedaiah is Mile 2. Harim is Mile 3. The markers were placed by David under 
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divine instruction, and they have been standing in their positions ever since. An 
intercalary year does not move the markers. It does not renumber them. It 

does not declare that this particular rest stop along the highway counts as Mile 1 

because it would be convenient for the calendar if it did. 

When the new year arrives after an intercalary correction, you look up and read 

the mile marker that is standing there. Whatever course is serving that week — 

that is the course that serves that week. The calendar conforms to the marker. 

The marker does not conform to the calendar. 

 

THE 6-YEAR PRIESTLY CYCLE — THE MILE MARKERS OF SACRED TIME 

The wheel established by David in ~1000 BCE · 1 Chronicles 24:7–18 · Dead 

Sea Scrolls Mishmarot (4Q319–321) 

Each year, the rotation advances exactly one position forward. The course that 

opens the year is not chosen — it is arrived at. 

 

YEAR COURSE # PRIEST NAME NOTE 

Year 1 22 Gamul 
← Year 1 opener (per Mishmarot 

record 4Q319-321) 

Year 2 2 Jedaiah  

Year 3 6 Mijamin  

Year 4 10 Shecaniah  
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YEAR COURSE # PRIEST NAME NOTE 

Year 5 14 Jeshebeab  

Year 6 18 Aphses 
← End of 6-year year-opener 

cycle 

Year 7 22 Gamul 
← Cycle returns. Intercalation must align 

here. 

Year 8 2 Jedaiah 

★ Course of Zechariah, father of 

John the Baptist · Luke 1:5 (Course 8 

of Abijah serves elsewhere in the 

rotation) 

Year 9 6 Mijamin  

Year 10 10 Shecaniah  

Year 11 14 Jeshebeab  

Year 12 18 Aphses ← End of second 6-year cycle 

Year 13 22 Gamul  

Year 14 2 Jedaiah  

Year 15 6 Mijamin  

Year 16 10 Shecaniah  

Year 17 14 Jeshebeab  
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YEAR COURSE # PRIEST NAME NOTE 

Year 18 18 Aphses ← End of third 6-year cycle 

Year 19 22 Gamul  

Year 20 2 Jedaiah  

Year 21 6 Mijamin  

Year 22 10 Shecaniah  

Year 23 14 Jeshebeab  

Year 24 18 Aphses ← End of fourth 6-year cycle 

Year 25 22 Gamul 
← The cycle continues — never 
resets, never restarts. 

 

THE KEY THAT UNLOCKS THIS TABLE: 

What most people assume What the rotation actually does 

Jehoiarib opens every 

properly-calibrated year 

Gamul (Course 22) opens Year 1 of every 

6-year cycle per the Mishmarot record 
(4Q319-321). Jehoiarib serves in his 

appointed week of the rotation along with all 

24 courses. 
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What most people assume What the rotation actually does 

Intercalation resets the course 

sequence 

Intercalation adds time; the course 

sequence advances through it without 

interruption 

You calculate the year-opener by 

starting fresh from Jehoiarib 

You read the year-opener from the 

continuously-running rotation 

The calendar determines which 

course serves 

The course determines when the 
calendar may be corrected 

 

The wheel has been turning since approximately 1000 BCE. It did not stop at the 

destruction of the Temple. It did not reset at the return from exile. It was not 

rewound by the Hasmonean displacement of the Zadokite priesthood. The 

Qumran community kept it turning in the desert for two hundred years with no 

temple, no sacrifices, and no institutional recognition — because they understood 

that to lose the rotation was to lose the only fixed reference point sacred time had 

ever been given. 

When the Dead Sea Scrolls were opened in 1947, the rotation was still there. 

Documented. Sequenced. Waiting to be read. 

The mile markers were still standing. Faithful priest today are still aligning with 

these courses.  

What This Means for Jehoiarib 
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This destroys one of the most common and most consequential errors in the 

modern Zadokite calendar community — the assumption that every 

properly-intercalated year begins with Jehoiarib serving in the first week. 

This assumption sounds reasonable on the surface. Jehoiarib is Course 1. If the 

year is properly calibrated, should it not begin with Course 1? 

No. And the grandfather clock explains exactly why not. 

The clock was set in motion once. From that moment forward, the hands move 

continuously. They do not return to 12:00 at the beginning of each day and ask 

what time it is supposed to be — they show what time it actually is, based on how 

long they have been running. Jehoiarib does not open every year because 

Jehoiarib is not at the beginning of every year. Jehoiarib is at the position the 

wheel has reached. 

 

Per the Mishmarot record (4Q319-321), Gamul (Course 22) opens Year 1 of the 

six-year priestly cycle. The rotation then advances through six year-openers: 

Year 2 opens with Jedaiah (Course 2). Year 3 with Mijamin (Course 6). Year 4 

with Shecaniah (Course 10). Year 5 with Jeshebeab (Course 14). Year 6 with 

Aphses (Course 18). Then the cycle returns to Gamul at Year 1. The rotation 

advances one position forward every year without interruption, without reset, 

without regard for whether intercalation was added or whether the community 

remembered to add it. 

 

The rotation continues without resetting. Per the locked Y1=Gamul cycle 

anchored in 1 Kings 8, only six specific courses ever serve as year-openers: 

Gamul (Y1), Jedaiah (Y2), Mijamin (Y3), Shecaniah (Y4), Jeshebeab (Y5), and 
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Aphses (Y6). Jehoiarib serves only in his appointed week within each year — he 

is never the year-opener. The clock, running continuously since 1000 BCE, 

arrives at each year-opener exactly when the rotation places him there — not 

because someone decided this would be a Gamul year, but because the 

52-week year combined with 24 priestly courses produces an inevitable six-year 

cycle that returns to Gamul every Year 1. 

 

The Scrolls tell us which course was serving when. The rotation does not 
need to be calculated from scratch each year. It needs to be read — the 
same way you read a clock that has never been stopped. 

 

THE ERROR THE TRUTH 

"Every properly-intercalated year 

begins with Jehoiarib" 

Gamul (Course 22) opens Year 1 of the 

six-year priestly cycle. Jehoiarib serves only 

in his appointed week of the rotation — 

never as the year-opener. 

"Intercalation resets the priestly 

schedule" 

Intercalation adds time to the calendar; the 

priestly rotation continues through the added 

time without interruption 

"We calculate which course serves 

by starting from Jehoiarib each 

year" 

We read which course serves from the 

continuously-running rotation — the same 

rotation the Dead Sea Scrolls document 
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THE ERROR THE TRUTH 

"The priestly schedule conforms to 

the calendar decision" 

The calendar decision must align with the 

priestly schedule — the wheel determines 

intercalation, not the reverse 

 

The grandfather clock has been ticking since David set it in motion. Somewhere 

in the turning of that wheel, the week of every feast, every intercalation, every 

priestly course has already been determined — not by a committee, not by a 

calculation begun fresh each year, but by a rotation that YAHWEH designed to 

run without interruption until the 24 elders cast their crowns and time requires no 

more keeping. 

 

 

This is not theory. This is what the Dead Sea Scrolls preserve. The Mishmarot 
texts (4Q319–321) do not contain a simple rule like “wait for Jehoiarib.” 

They contain something far more authoritative: a documented record across 

multiple years showing exactly which course is in service at each new year, at 

each feast, and at each intercalation point. The record is the authority. Not a 

formula. Not a shortcut. The record. 

THE CORRECT QUESTION IS NOT “IS IT JEHOIARIB?” 
The correct question is:​

 
"Which course does the Mishmarot record place at this 

point in the 6-year cycle — and is that the course 
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currently in service?"      ​
          

The question is not whether Jehoiarib is standing. The 
question is whether the right priest is standing.​

 
The priesthood is a turning wheel. The calendar is the track it 

rides on. Intercalation adjusts the track. The wheel never 
stops turning. 

Why This Settles the Intercalation Debate 

Every other intercalation method — barley observation, equinox calculation, 

personal preference — is untethered from any authoritative verification system. 

They may produce a year that begins somewhere near spring. But they cannot 
tell you whether the right priestly family is standing at the gate. The priestly 

courses can. They are the verification system. When your intercalation keeps the 

rotation synchronized with the course the Dead Sea Scrolls place at each point in 

the 6-year cycle, you are in alignment. When it does not, you are not — 

regardless of what the barley looks like or where the equinox falls. 

The debate is not between people who intercalate and people who do not. The 

debate is between methods that can be verified against a thousand-year priestly 

record and methods that cannot. The priestly courses are the only method that can be 

verified. That is why this is not a matter of opinion. 

Sara Vaughn said six words. Those six words carried the weight of a thousand years of 

recorded history. The calendar must always line up with the priestly courses — because if it 

does not, it is not the course of study or the equinox or the barley that is out of alignment. It is 

the family standing before YAHWEH at the opening of His appointed year. 

 
THE PRIESTLY COURSES ARE THE ONLY INTERCALATION METHOD WITH 

A BUILT-IN VERIFICATION SYSTEM. 
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When your calendar keeps the rotation synchronized with the course the Dead Sea 
Scrolls place at each point in the 6-year cycle, you are aligned. When it does not — no 
barley report or equinox calculation can substitute for the documented priestly record. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  What calendar are you currently using to determine your 
feast days, and what authority does that calendar claim? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  What is the one question about the Zadokite Calendar you 
most need answered by the time you finish this book? Write it 
down now. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  The introduction says the confusion ends here. What specific 
confusion are you carrying into this study? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

  
Why Year 1 Begins With Gamul — The 1 Kings 8 Anchor 

A reasonable question presses itself: if the priestly courses begin in 1 Chronicles 24 with Jehoiarib as 

the first lot, why does Year 1 of the priestly cycle open with Gamul, the twenty-second course? The 

answer is not opinion. It is fixed in Scripture itself, in the dedication of Solomon's Temple. Open 1 

Kings 8. 

1 Kings 8:2 places the dedication in the seventh month — the autumn feast season. 1 Kings 8:63 

records that Solomon and all the children of Israel dedicated the House of YAHWEH. 1 Kings 8:65 

specifies the duration: seven days, and seven days, even fourteen days. The first seven days were the 

dedication of the Temple itself. The next seven days were the Feast of Tabernacles. 1 Kings 8:66 

records that on the eighth day Solomon sent the people away — the Last Great Day, Month 7 Day 22. 

Tabernacles is fixed by Leviticus 23:34 to begin on the fifteenth day of the seventh month. Working 

backward from a Tabernacles that ran from M7 D15 through M7 D21, the seven-day dedication must 

have begun seven days earlier — on Month 7, Day 8. Month 7 is a Wednesday-start month, and Day 8 

of a Wednesday-start month is also a Wednesday. The dedication ran from Wednesday M7 D8 

through Tuesday M7 D14. The course of Jehoiarib — the first lot of David's arrangement — was the 
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course serving in Week 2 of Month 7 of that year. The first lot of YAHWEH's priesthood served the 

dedication week of YAHWEH's house. That is not a coincidence. That is design. 
 

THE MATH BEHIND THE ANCHOR — WHY GAMUL OPENS YEAR 1. STEP 1 
— Locate the dedication week in the year. From Month 1 Day 1 to Month 7 
Day 8 is exactly 189 days. Day 190 (Month 7 Day 8) begins Week 28 of the 

year. STEP 2 — Identify the course serving Week 28. 1 Kings 8 places 
Jehoiarib (Course 1) at Week 28 of the dedication year. STEP 3 — Calculate 
the opening course. Each course serves one week in straight rotation. For 

Course 1 (Jehoiarib) to serve Week 28, Year 1 must have opened with Course 
22. STEP 4 — Identify Course 22. The twenty-second course of 1 Chronicles 
24 is Gamul. CONCLUSION: Year 1 of the priestly cycle opens with Gamul 

because that is the only opening position that places Jehoiarib at the 
dedication week of Solomon's Temple. The cycle is anchored to historical 

Scripture. It is not a guess. It is a count. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

And the cycle reveals itself from the same calculation. Each 364-day year contains exactly 52 weeks. 

52 weeks divided by 24 courses leaves a remainder of 4 — meaning that the opening course of each 

year advances by exactly four positions from the year before. From Gamul (Course 22), the rotation 

advances: Year 2 opens with Jedaiah (Course 2). Year 3 with Mijamin (Course 6). Year 4 with 

Shecaniah (Course 10). Year 5 with Jeshebeab (Course 14). Year 6 with Aphses (Course 18). Year 7 

returns to Gamul (Course 22). Six years. Twenty-four courses. Four positions advanced per year. Six 

steps to return. The six-year cycle is not arbitrary. It is the inevitable result of fitting twenty-four 

courses into a fifty-two-week year — anchored to a historical event that locks the starting position. 

This is what the calendar community has been searching for without knowing where to look. The 

historical anchor is in 1 Kings 8. The mathematical structure is in the rotation itself. The priestly cycle 

does not begin with Jehoiarib because it never has — it begins with Gamul, because Gamul is the 

course that places Jehoiarib at the week YAHWEH appointed for His house to be dedicated. The first 

lot of David's arrangement was given the dedication. The opening of the cycle was given to the course 

that produced that result. Scripture lays out the whole structure in plain sight, for any reader willing 

to count. 
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A Worked Example — Verifying a Calendar Against the Mishmarot 

It is one thing to say the priestly courses verify the calendar. It is another to show how. The 

Mishmarot Scrolls (4Q319, 4Q320, 4Q321) record which course of priests serves during which week, 

across multi-year cycles. Per the locked Y1=Gamul cycle: Year 1 opens with Gamul (Course 22), Year 2 

with Jedaiah (Course 2), Year 3 with Mijamin (Course 6), Year 4 with Shecaniah (Course 10), Year 5 

with Jeshebeab (Course 14), Year 6 with Aphses (Course 18). Then the cycle returns to Gamul. Here is 

how to use that record to test whether your intercalation is correct. 
 

WORKED EXAMPLE — A 6-YEAR CYCLE WITH AND WITHOUT 
INTERCALATION. STEP 1 — START AT KNOWN ALIGNMENT. Suppose Year 
1 opens with Gamul, the course currently in service in Week 1 of Month 1. 

The Mishmarot record agrees. CALENDAR IS ALIGNED. STEP 2 — LET ONE 
YEAR PASS WITHOUT INTERCALATION. The 364-day year ends. The solar 
year is approximately 1.2422 days longer. Without intercalation, the 365th 

solar day rolls into "Year 2 Day 1" but the priestly rotation has only 
advanced 364 days — the rotation says it should be late in the prior week. 
The course in service is now misaligned with the calendar week. STEP 3 — 
CHECK THE MISHMAROT. Year 2 should open with Jedaiah (Course 2). But 

because no intercalation was performed, the course actually serving on what 
the calendar calls "Year 2 Week 1" is NOT Jedaiah — it is whatever course 

happens to fall there from continuous rotation. CALENDAR FAILS THE TEST. 
STEP 4 — APPLY INTERCALATION. After approximately 6 years, 

accumulated drift equals roughly 7.5 days — about one week. Intercalate by 
adding one full week (7 days) at the Gate Day threshold between Q4 and Q1. 
STEP 5 — RECHECK ALIGNMENT. With the added week absorbing the drift, 
the rotation now arrives at Gamul again at the start of Year 7. The Mishmarot 

record agrees: Year 7 opens with Gamul (the cycle has returned). 
CALENDAR IS RE-ALIGNED. CONCLUSION: The Mishmarot record is the 

diagnostic. When your intercalation matches the documented rotation, you 
are right. When it does not, you are not — regardless of what the equinox or 

barley shows. 
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This is what makes the priestly courses unique among intercalation methods: they provide a built-in 

verification step. Other methods produce an answer; the Mishmarot can confirm whether the answer 

is right. If your calendar opens Year 1 of the cycle with Gamul, you are aligned with one thousand 

years of recorded history. If it does not, the Scroll record itself testifies that something must be 

corrected. The standard is not opinion. The standard is documented. 

Primary Source — What the Mishmarot Scrolls Actually Are 

Honesty matters here. The Mishmarot calendrical texts at Qumran — designated 4Q319 (Otot), 4Q320 

(Mishmar A), 4Q321 (Mishmara), and the related fragments 4Q322–4Q330 — are not narrative 

scrolls. They are calendrical tables. Their format is brief, columnar, and technical: lists of priestly 

course names paired with weeks, months, sabbaths, festivals, lunar phases (in 4Q321 specifically), 

and multi-year cycle markers. Ben Zion Wacholder and Martin Abegg published the primary 

reconstructions in "A Preliminary Edition of the Unpublished Dead Sea Scrolls" (1991-1995) and "The 

Dawn of Qumran" (1983); James VanderKam's "Calendars in the Dead Sea Scrolls: Measuring Time" 

(1998) provides the standard scholarly synthesis. These works are accessible. The reader can verify 

what follows. 

WHAT THE SCROLLS DIRECTLY ESTABLISH (high confidence). First: the Qumran community kept 

a 364-day solar calendar, divided into four quarters of 91 days each, with each quarter receiving an 

additional sacred day at its threshold. Second: the priestly courses of 1 Chronicles 24 rotated through 

this calendar in a continuous 24-week sequence, with the same 24 courses repeating without reset. 

Third: the rotation interlocks with a multi-year cycle longer than one year — 4Q319 explicitly tracks 

signs (otot) across multi-year periods. Fourth: the calendrical texts pair specific priestly courses with 

specific feast days, specific Sabbaths, and specific positions within multi-year cycles. These four points 

are not interpretation. They are visible in the published text of the scrolls themselves. 
 

WHAT THE READER CAN VERIFY INDEPENDENTLY. STEP A: Open 
VanderKam, "Calendars in the Dead Sea Scrolls" (Routledge, 1998), or 

Wacholder & Abegg's "A Preliminary Edition" (Biblical Archaeology Society, 
1991-1995). STEP B: Locate the priestly course tables reconstructed from 
4Q320 and 4Q321. STEP C: Confirm that the 24 courses of 1 Chronicles 24 
appear in continuous rotation across the year. STEP D: Confirm that the 
rotation does not reset at year-end — it continues across years. STEP E: 
Confirm that the cycle length covering all year-opening positions is six 

years, not twenty-four. STEP F: Confirm that 4Q319 (Otot) tracks multi-year 
signs at intervals consistent with a 6-year year-opener cycle. These six steps 

are reproducible from published scholarly editions. The reader does not 
have to take this book's word. 
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WHAT THIS BOOK INFERS FROM WHAT THE SCROLLS ESTABLISH. The book's claim that Gamul 

(Course 22) opens Year 1 of every six-year cycle is a structural inference from the multi-year course 

rotation visible in 4Q320 and 4Q321, combined with the otot markers in 4Q319. Different scholars 

reconstruct the exact starting course differently because the scrolls are fragmentary; the rotation 

pattern itself, however, is not seriously disputed. We hold the Y1=Gamul lock firmly, and we 

acknowledge that the inference is structural rather than directly stated. The strength of the argument 

is not "the scroll says Gamul opens Year 1 in plain text." The strength is that the locked rotation 

pattern reconstructed from the scrolls, when paired with the historical anchor of 1 Chronicles 24, 

yields exactly one six-year cycle of year-openers. That cycle is the diagnostic. Calendars that match it 

are aligned. Calendars that do not are not. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Read 1 Chronicles 24 completely. What organizational 
principle governs the assignment of the priestly courses? What 
does this tell you about YAHWEH's relationship to order? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  How does the existence of a thousand-year priestly rotation 
record resolve the question of when to intercalate? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  Luke 1:5 mentions the course of Abijah. Research which 
week of the year this course served. Using the Zadokite 
calendar, calculate approximately when Yahshua would have 
been born if John was conceived shortly after Zechariah's 
temple service. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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4.  The chapter says: 'The courses did not serve the calendar. 
The calendar served the courses.' What is the significance of 
that reversal? What does it tell you about the relationship 
between priesthood and timekeeping? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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The priestly courses lock the intercalation question permanently. Chapter 14 takes you deeper into the 

Qumran evidence — songs written in the language of the calendar itself. 
 

Chapter 14   |   Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice 

"The Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice are not merely beautiful liturgy. 
They are a calendar document written in the language of worship." 
—  

 

What the Desert Kept That the Temple Lost 
Among the Dead Sea Scrolls recovered at Qumran, scholars found a series of 

texts that initially appeared to be liturgical poetry. They were called the Songs of 

the Sabbath Sacrifice — thirteen compositions, one for each of the first thirteen 

Sabbaths of the year. The songs are extraordinarily beautiful: highly structured 

descriptions of the heavenly temple, the angelic priests who serve within it, and 

the worship that rises from YAHWEH's throne. They read like Ezekiel's temple 

vision set to music.​
 

But they are far more than liturgy. They are a calendar document. The thirteen 

songs correspond to the first thirteen Sabbaths of the Zadokite Calendar year. 

They are structured by the priestly course rotation. They are sequenced in a way 

that only makes sense if the community using them was operating on a 364-day, 

52-week calendar with the priestly courses as the structural backbone.​
 

In other words, the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice are a confirmation, embedded 

in worship, of everything the Zadokite Calendar claims. The community at 

Qumran was not keeping this calendar speculatively. They were living by it. 
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Worshipping by it. Singing by it. Week after week, year after year, the songs kept 

the calendar alive even when there was no temple to serve, no sacrifices to offer, 

no priesthood to rotate. 

The Structure of the Thirteen Songs 

THE THIRTEEN SONGS OF THE SABBATH SACRIFICE — OVERVIEW 

Song 1:   Sabbath 1  — Praise of the angelic priests and their appointment 
to serve 

Song 2:   Sabbath 2  — The knowledge given to the righteous and the 
songs they sing 

Song 3:   Sabbath 3  — The laws of the holy fire and the glorious 
vestments of holiness 

Song 4:   Sabbath 4  — Praises from the four winds and the four camps of 
the angelic host 
Song 5:   Sabbath 5  — The five celestial temples and the praises of the 
five angelic chiefs 

Song 6:   Sabbath 6  — The six camps of the angelic princes and the 
chiefs of the holy ones 

Song 7:   Sabbath 7  — The throne chariot — the fullest and most 
elaborate song, at the center 
Song 8:   Sabbath 8  — The vestibules of the chariot-throne and their 
angelic doorkeepers 

Song 9:   Sabbath 9  — The inner courts of the heavenly temple 

Song 10:  Sabbath 10 — The pavement of the heavenly throne room 

Song 11:  Sabbath 11 — The movement and sound of the angelic beings 
near the throne 

Song 12:  Sabbath 12 — The sounds and blessings of the angelic hosts 

Song 13:  Sabbath 13 — The conclusion: the glory of the chariot-throne in 
all its fullness 

 
Note: Song 7, at the exact center of the thirteen, is the longest and most 
elaborate — the architectural crown of the entire sequence. 
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The structure of the thirteen songs is not random. It builds systematically toward 

the seventh song — the central, most elaborate description of the divine throne 

chariot — and then descends symmetrically toward the thirteenth. This is a 

literary structure called chiasm, and it is one of the most common structural 

patterns in Hebrew Scripture. The Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice are not 

randomly composed liturgy. They are architecturally designed to mirror the 

heavenly temple they describe. 

The Qumran community used these songs week by week. When they sang Song 

1, they were in Week 1 of the calendar. When they sang Song 7, they were in 

Week 7. The songs served as a living calendar, embedding the passage of 

sacred time into the act of worship itself. You could not be uncertain about what 

week you were in — the song itself told you. 

 THE SONGS OF THE SABBATH SACRIFICE ARE THE PROOF THAT THE 
ZADOKITE COMMUNITY WAS NOT THEORIZING ABOUT THEIR CALENDAR. 

THEY WERE LIVING BY IT. SINGING IT. WEEK BY WEEK. FOR GENERATIONS. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  What is the significance of having thirteen Sabbath songs 
rather than fifty-two? What does the structure of thirteen songs 
covering the first quarter of the year tell you about how the 
Qumran community viewed the year? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  Song 7, at the center of the sequence, is the most elaborate. 
What does this architectural choice tell you about what the 
community considered most important in their worship? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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3.  The chapter says the songs served as 'a living calendar 
embedded in worship.' What modern practices perform a similar 
function — embedding the passage of sacred time into regular 
worship? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  If you were to compose a song for each of the first thirteen 
Sabbaths of the Zadokite Calendar year, what theme would you 
assign to each? What progression would you build into the 
sequence? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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The songs prove the priestly community lived in this calendar. Chapter 15 asks who those priests 

actually were — and why their lineage matters for our authority to keep it today. 
 

Chapter 15   |   Who Were the Zadokites? 

"Faithful priests in exile, preserving what faithless priests had 
abandoned in the temple. History rarely honors them. Scripture 
does." 
—  

The Lineage That Authorized the Calendar 

The Zadokite Calendar is named for a man. Zadok. And understanding who 

Zadok was, why his lineage was significant, and how his priestly descendants 

ended up in the desert preserving clay jars full of scrolls — that understanding 

transforms this calendar from an interesting historical artifact into something with 

the weight of divine authority behind it. 

 

Zadok first appears in the historical record during the reign of King David. He was 

a descendant of Aaron through Eleazar — the legitimate priestly line that 

YAHWEH had designated for temple service. When Absalom rebelled against 

David and the entire court fled Jerusalem, two men stayed faithful to the king: 

Zadok and Abiathar, the two high priests. While others hedged their loyalty, 

Zadok loaded the Ark of the Covenant on his shoulders and walked out of 

Jerusalem with David. That act of covenant faithfulness defined the Zadokite 

legacy for a thousand years. 

2 SAMUEL 15:24–25 

And look, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of 

the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar went 
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up until all the people had finished crossing over from the city. And the king 

said to Zadok: Carry the ark of God back into the city. 

Solomon's Appointment and the Legitimacy It Established 

When David died and Solomon took the throne, one of his first acts was to 

remove Abiathar from the high priesthood and appoint Zadok in his place — 

alone. 1 Kings 2:35 records this without apology: 'And the king put Zadok the 

priest in the place of Abiathar.' From that moment, the Zadokite lineage was the 

sole authorized high priestly line. Their authority over the temple calendar was 

not inherited through tradition — it was established by royal decree, consistent 

with Aaronic lineage, and confirmed by YAHWEH's own pattern of choosing the 

faithful. 

 

The Zadokite priests maintained their authority through the period of the divided 

monarchy, through the Babylonian exile, and into the Second Temple period. 

Even after the exile, Ezra — himself a Zadokite descendant — led the restoration 

of proper temple worship. The priestly courses David had established were 

restored. The calendar was re-anchored to its authorized keepers. 

 

The Displacement and the Exile — How the Scrolls Came 
to Be 

The crisis came during the Hasmonean period, approximately 152 BCE, when 

Jonathan Maccabee — a man of no legitimate priestly lineage whatsoever — 

appointed himself high priest. This was not a minor controversy. It was a direct 

violation of the Torah's requirements for priestly service. The Zadokite priests 
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who remained faithful to YAHWEH's standard refused to serve under an 

illegitimate high priest. And rather than compromise, they left. 

 

They went to the desert. To Qumran, on the northwestern shore of the Dead Sea. 

They established a community. They kept the temple calendar — their calendar, 

the calendar their ancestors had maintained for nearly a thousand years. They 

maintained the priestly courses even without a temple to serve in. They wrote it 

all down. They preserved it in clay jars. And they kept it faithfully until the Roman 

destruction of 70 CE, at which point the scrolls were sealed in the caves, and the 

community was gone. 

 

But the scrolls were not gone. They waited. For nearly two thousand years, the 

Zadokite Calendar — the authentic, authorized, priestly-maintained calendar of 

Israel — sat in those caves. Waiting for the generation that would need it most. 

Waiting for 1948. 

 THE ZADOKITES DID NOT HIDE IN THE DESERT BECAUSE THEY LOST. THEY 
WENT INTO THE DESERT BECAUSE THEY REFUSED TO COMPROMISE. WHAT 

THEY PRESERVED IN FAITHFULNESS, WE RECOVER IN GRATITUDE. 

Hebrew Transliteration Definition & Significance 

 Zadok Righteous, just. The name itself is a צָדוֹק

theological statement. The Zadokite priests 

were named for righteousness — and they 

demonstrated it by refusing to serve under 

an illegitimate priesthood. 

כֹּהֵן  Kohen Priest. From a root meaning to stand 

before, to serve. The kohen stands before 
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YAHWEH on behalf of the people. The 

Zadokite kohanim were the authorized 

representatives at the temple. 

מָרוֹת  Mishmarot Watches, courses, divisions. The term used מִשְׁ

for the priestly rotations established by 

David. Each mishmar had its assigned 

week and its documented intercalation 

record. 

 .Qumran The site of the Zadokite desert community קוּמְרָן

Its name is uncertain in meaning, but its 

significance is not: it is where the authentic 

calendar survived when the authentic 

priesthood was displaced. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  What act of covenant faithfulness defined Zadok's legacy? 
Why is this important for understanding why his lineage was 
entrusted with the temple calendar? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  Why did the Zadokite priests leave Jerusalem rather than 
serve under Jonathan Maccabee? What does this tell you about 
their understanding of priestly authority? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  The chapter says the scrolls 'waited for the generation that 
would need them most.' What characteristics define this 

192 | Page 
 



generation? Why did YAHWEH choose 1948 as the year of 
recovery? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  Read Ezekiel 44:15–16. What does YAHWEH say about the 
Zadokite priests in the millennial temple? What does this tell you 
about the eternal significance of Zadokite faithfulness? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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PART III 

LIVING IN ACCURATE HOLY TIME 

Practical Guidance for Keeping the Zadokite Calendar Week by Week, Month by 
Month, and Feast by Feast 
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You now know what the calendar is, why it works, who preserved it, and why it is authoritative. 

Chapter 16 answers the only question that remains: how do you actually live in it? 
 

Chapter 16   |   Living in Accurate Holy Time 

"Knowing the calendar is not enough. You must live in it. Feast by 
feast. Week by week. Day by day." 
—  

 

The Weekly Rhythm — Never Moving, Never Shifting 

The most immediate practical benefit of the Zadokite Calendar is also the most 

profound: the weekly Sabbath never moves. In any given year, the Sabbath falls 

on the same day it fell last year, and the year before that, and the year before 

that — all the way back to creation week. There is no calculation required. There 

is no lunar sighting needed. The seventh day of the week is the seventh day of 

the week, fixed from the moment the Creator rested.​
 

For the practical Zadokite calendar keeper, this means that weekly Sabbath 

observance is utterly simple. It begins at sundown on the sixth day and ends at 

sundown on the seventh day. It is observed on the same day as the previous 

week, and the week before that, and the week before that. The Zadokite 

Calendar does not disrupt or complicate weekly Sabbath observance — it 

anchors and stabilizes it. 

The Monthly Structure — Knowing Where You Are 

Each month of the Zadokite Calendar contains exactly thirty days. There are no 

months of twenty-nine days. There are no months of thirty-one days. Each 
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quarter repeats a fixed three-month weekday pattern: Wednesday-start (Months 

1, 4, 7, 10), Friday-start (Months 2, 5, 8, 11), Sunday-start (Months 3, 6, 9, 12). 

The first day of each quarter is always a Wednesday. This means that with 

minimal effort, any student of this calendar can know exactly where they are at 

any point in the year. 

WEEKDAY PATTERN BY MONTH GROUP 

Each quarter contains three months on a fixed three-month weekday 
cycle. 
WED-START MONTHS (1, 4, 7, 10): Day 1 = Wed | Sabbaths fall on 
Days 4, 11, 18, 25 
FRI-START MONTHS (2, 5, 8, 11): Day 1 = Fri | Sabbaths fall on 
Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
SUN-START MONTHS (3, 6, 9, 12): Day 1 = Sun | Sabbaths fall on 
Days 7, 14, 21, 28 
Day 30 of any month = the last day of that month. 
The Sabbath is always Saturday in the Zadokite reckoning. 
 
Only the calendar date varies — never the weekday. 
Every quarter. Every year. Without exception. 
 

Preparing for the Feasts 

One of the most practical advantages of the Zadokite Calendar is that every feast 

date is known in advance — not just in advance by a few days, but in advance by 

years, decades, centuries if needed. Because every month is thirty days and 

every year is exactly fifty-two weeks, the feast dates of 2035 can be calculated 

with the same confidence as the feast dates of next year.​
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This advance knowledge is not a minor convenience. It is a theological 

statement. The Creator set His appointments. He embedded them in a fixed 

calendar. He expected His people to prepare for them. The Torah speaks 

repeatedly of preparation — the Passover lamb was to be selected four days 

before Passover, the Feast of Tabernacles required the gathering of materials 

and the building of booths. These preparations require advance knowledge. 

Advance knowledge requires a fixed calendar. 

Here is the practical feast calendar for a typical year, showing every feast date 

and its day of the week: 

APPOINTED TIMES CALENDAR — EVERY YEAR 

MONTH 1 — SPRING 

Day 1:  New Year — Wednesday (Rosh HaShanah in Zadokite reckoning) 
Day 14: Passover — Tuesday evening (the lamb is slaughtered at evening) 
Day 15: First Day of Unleavened Bread — Wednesday (High Sabbath) 
Day 33: Omer begins — Sunday (the second Sunday after the 
Resurrection) 
Day 21: Last Day of Unleavened Bread — Tuesday (High Sabbath) 
Day 18: Resurrection Sabbath — Saturday (the weekly Sabbath inside 
Unleavened Bread)​
 
 
MONTH 3 — SUMMER 

Day 15: Shavuot / Pentecost — Sunday (day after 7th Sabbath from count 
start) 
 
MONTH 7 — AUTUMN 

Day 1:  Feast of Trumpets — Wednesday 

Day 10: Day of Atonement — Friday (a solemn fast day) 
Day 15: First Day of Tabernacles — Wednesday (High Sabbath) 
Day 21: Last Day of Tabernacles — Tuesday (High Sabbath) 
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Day 22: Last Great Day — Wednesday 

A Note on the Gate Days 

Four times per year — standing between quarters, after Month 3, 6, 9, and 12 — a 

Gate Day falls outside the month-day count (no Holy Day count walks across it; 

the weekly Sabbath rhythm does). As established in Chapter 8, these threshold 

days belong to neither the quarter ending nor the quarter beginning. They are 

sacred markers at the seasonal crossing point. Observe them with reverence. Per 

the locked Gate Day doctrine, they carry no month-day number — but they 

remain inside the continuous weekly sequence, falling on Tuesdays as the last day 

before each Wednesday-start quarter, with the Sabbath rhythm advancing 

unbroken across them. 

 
KNOWING WHAT DAY IT IS IN YAHWEH'S CALENDAR IS NOT AN ACADEMIC 

EXERCISE. IT IS AN ACT OF COVENANT FAITHFULNESS. HE SET THE 
APPOINTMENTS. OUR TASK IS TO APPEAR. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Using the monthly calendar pattern in this chapter, determine 
what day of the week the following feast days fall on: Passover 
(Month 1, Day 14), Shavuot (Month 3, Day 15 — Sunday), 
Feast of Trumpets (Month 7, Day 1), Day of Atonement (Month 
7, Day 10). 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  What preparations do you currently make for the annual 
feasts? How far in advance do you begin preparing? What 
would change if you had certainty about the dates years in 
advance? 
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Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  The chapter describes the four intercalary days as 'threshold 
days.' How would you observe one of these days in your 
personal practice? What would make it feel sacred without 
treating it as a commanded feast? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

4.  Compile a personal feast calendar for the next full year using 
the Zadokite structure. Write out every feast date and its day of 
the week. 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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Chapter 17   |   Answering Every Objection 

"Every objection to the Zadokite Calendar deserves a complete 
answer. Not a dismissive one. Not an evasive one. A complete one." 
—  

 

The Objections You Will Face 

If you begin keeping the Zadokite Calendar, you will face objections. From family. 

From friends in your congregation. From people online who have studied this 

question from a different angle. Many of these objections are sincere. They 

deserve serious answers. 

What follows is the most complete collection of Zadokite Calendar objections and 

responses assembled in a single document. Read them all — even the ones that 

do not currently challenge you. Tomorrow's conversation may bring the one you 

skipped today. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"Enoch specifically says no intercalation is needed. By intercalating, you are 
violating Enoch's instructions." 
RESPONSE: 

Enoch was not measuring time by modern solar-day accounting. He was 

watching the stars. In star-time, the daily difference of approximately three 

minutes and fifty-six seconds accumulates across the year into a complete 

stellar return — what appears to us as a missing day under solar reckoning 

is not missing under sidereal reckoning. The stars bring the observer back 

to the same heavenly station. Therefore, Enoch could speak truthfully of a 

perfect 364-day system without intercalation. Intercalation becomes 
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necessary only when later generations attempt to keep Enoch's 

star-governed calendar using solar-day accounting. Enoch was not wrong. 

The drift is a consequence of our accounting, not a flaw in his calendar. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"The Torah says the month (chodesh) begins at the new moon. Doesn't this 
prove a lunar calendar?" 
RESPONSE: 

The Hebrew word chodesh does not mean 'new moon.' It means 'new 

beginning' or 'the head of a new period.' The word for the actual moon in 

Hebrew is yareach — and yareach is conspicuously absent from every 

Torah calendar command. When Moses says 'in the first month' (chodesh 

harishon), he is saying 'in the first new period' — the beginning of the first 

month of the year. The Zadokite Calendar honors the chodesh perfectly — 

each month begins at its appointed time. It simply does not determine that 

time by lunar observation. Torah never commanded lunar observation for 

feast timing. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"The Dead Sea Scrolls community was a fringe sect. Why should we follow 
their calendar?" 
RESPONSE: 

The Qumran community was not a fringe sect inventing a new calendar. 

They were Zadokite priests — the legitimate, authorized, 

Aaron-descended, David-appointed priestly lineage that had governed the 

temple calendar for nearly a thousand years. They did not create this 

calendar in the desert. They took it with them when they were displaced by 

the illegitimate Hasmonean priesthood. The fringe was the illegitimate 

priests who took the temple. The faithful were the ones who went into exile 

rather than compromise. If the question is 'which group had authority over 

the calendar,' the answer from Scripture is clear: the sons of Zadok. 
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COMMON OBJECTION 
"Every ministry keeps this calendar differently. How do I know which group is 
right?" 
RESPONSE: 

The answer is not which group — it is which standard. The standard is the 

priestly courses. Any calendar that aligns with the documented twenty-four 

priestly course rotation, confirmed by the Dead Sea Scrolls and a thousand 

years of priestly records, is keeping the calendar on the correct schedule. 

Any calendar that does not align with the priestly courses — regardless of 

how sincere its keepers are — is not anchored to the authoritative 

historical record. Test the calendar against the courses. That is the 

standard Jerry Morris gave us from the beginning, and it is the standard 

that ends the confusion. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"The barley harvest in Israel should determine the New Year. Doesn't the Torah 
require this?" 
RESPONSE: 

Torah does not require barley observation to determine the New Year. It 

requires that Passover fall in the month of Abib — the month of spring, the 

month when barley is ripening. That is a qualitative description of the 

season, not an instruction to conduct a barley inspection before beginning 

the year. The Zadokite Calendar places Passover in the first month, 

anchored to the spring equinox, in the season when barley is indeed 

ripening in Jerusalem under normal agricultural conditions. The calendar is 

designed to be in alignment with the agricultural seasons — and 

intercalation, anchored to the priestly courses, ensures that it remains in 

that alignment. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
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“The Bible never specifies that a month is exactly 30 days. ​
You are reading that into the text.” 

 
RESPONSE: 

Genesis does not merely imply 30-day months. It proves them. The account of Noah’s 
flood records that the waters prevailed for exactly 150 days (Genesis 7:24). It then 

records that the waters began to recede at the beginning of the seventh month 
(Genesis 8:3–4). The math is unavoidable: if the flood began on the 17th day of the 

second month (Genesis 7:11) and the waters prevailed for 150 days, ending on the 17th 
day of the seventh month, then each of those five months contained exactly 30 days. 

Month 2, Day 17 to Month 7, Day 17 = 5 months = 150 days. 150 ÷ 5 = 30 days per 
month exactly. 

A lunar month averages 29.5 days. Five lunar months = 147.5 days. That is not 150. 
The lunar calendar fails the flood test that is embedded in the very first book of Torah. 

YAHWEH did not read 30-day months into the text. He wrote them into the most 
dramatic event in human history and left the calculation for anyone willing to do the 

arithmetic. 
THE FLOOD LASTED EXACTLY 150 DAYS. FIVE MONTHS OF EXACTLY 30 DAYS. 

GENESIS PROVES THE ZADOKITE MONTH — BY NAME, BY DATE, AND BY 
ARITHMETIC. LUNAR MATH FAILS THE TEST BY 2.5 DAYS. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"This calendar is too complicated. Shouldn't sacred time be simple?" 
RESPONSE: 

The calendar itself is not complicated. Twelve months of thirty days. Four 

seasonal markers. Fifty-two perfect weeks. Every feast on the same day 

every year. Any child can learn it in an afternoon. What has been 

complicated is the journey to understand why intercalation is necessary 

and when it should happen. This book exists to make that journey simple 

and clear. Once you understand sidereal time and the priestly courses, the 

complexity dissolves. What remains is the most elegant sacred calendar 

ever designed — simpler in daily use than any lunar or hybrid system, 

because its dates never shift. 

COMMON OBJECTION 
"I've been keeping the Jewish calendar for years. Am I wrong?" 
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RESPONSE: 

You have been keeping it sincerely, which matters. Hillel himself 

acknowledged his calendar was temporary and expected it to be corrected. 

The question is not whether you were sincere — you were. The question is 

whether, now that you have access to the authorized alternative and its 

historical confirmation in the Dead Sea Scrolls, you will continue with what 

Hillel called temporary, or move to what the Zadokite priests called 

permanent. This book is not a condemnation of where you have been. It is 

an invitation to where the evidence leads. 

✦  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These 
Carefully 

1.  Which of the objections in this chapter is most likely to come 
from someone in your current community? How will you answer 
it? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

2.  The chodesh vs. yareach distinction is critical. Write out the 
difference between the two words in your own words. Find five 
places in Torah where chodesh is used in a calendar context 
and five places where yareach appears. What do you observe? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 

3.  The chapter says 'the fringe was the illegitimate priests who 
took the temple.' How does reframing who was mainstream and 
who was sectarian change your understanding of the Qumran 
community? 
Your Answer: 
_______________________________________________ 
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Every objection has been answered. Chapter 18 takes you to the prophetic dimension — why restoring 

this calendar is not merely historical recovery but the fulfillment of Elijah’s mandate. 
 

Chapter 18   |   Time Healed 

"He shall send Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of 
YAHWEH comes. And he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers." 
— Malachi 4:5–6 

​
The Elijah Mandate and the Restoration of All Things 

Malachi closes the Hebrew prophets with a promise and a mandate. Elijah will 

come before the great and terrible day of YAHWEH. And when he comes, he will 

restore. He will turn hearts. He will make crooked places straight. He will prepare 

a people ready for their King.​
 

Yahshua confirmed this when His disciples asked about the restoration of all 

things: 'Elijah truly shall first come, and restore all things.' Not some things. All 

things. The prophetic mandate of the Elijah spirit in the last days is 

comprehensive restoration — including, necessarily, the restoration of sacred 

time.​
 

Consider what the spirit of Elijah must restore before the King arrives. The 

Sabbath — the weekly covenant sign that has been moved, suppressed, and 

forgotten by the majority of the Christian world. The feast calendar — the 

appointed times that YAHWEH calls His feasts, dismissed as Jewish tradition and 

systematically replaced with pagan alternatives. The Jubilee — the great 

covenant reset that the powers of this age cannot afford to have restored. And 
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the calendar — the authentic, solar, priestly, Zadokite calendar that governs all of 

the above. 

First Harvest Ministries was among the first congregations in America to publicly 

embrace the Zadokite Calendar. We do not say that with pride — we say it with 

the sobriety of people who understand what it means to be early to a restoration. 

Being early means being wrong sometimes, and learning publicly. It means going 

through the frustrations described in this book and coming out the other side with 

greater clarity than you had before. It means carrying a truth that most people are 

not yet ready to hear, and carrying it anyway.​
 

Where We Stand in the Prophetic Calendar 

The six-thousand-year framework, the 1948 convergence, the recovery of the 

Zadokite Calendar, the re-establishment of Israel as a nation, the global 

restoration movement that has brought millions of believers back to Torah, the 

Sabbath, and the feasts — these are not isolated events. They are a pattern. 

They are the Creator operating on His own calendar, preparing His own people, 

restoring what was changed, bringing all things to the completion He planned 

before the first day of creation.​
 

We are in the twilight of the sixth prophetic day. The seventh day is approaching. 

The great Sabbath — the Millennial Reign of the Messiah of Israel — is near. Not 

near in the sense of distant and theoretical. Near in the sense of imminent and 

visible to those who know how to read the clock.​
 

And the clock is the Zadokite Calendar.​
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Not the Gregorian calendar. Not the Hillel calendar. Not the lunar crescent 

system. The calendar YAHWEH designed, that Enoch observed, that the 

Zadokite priests preserved for a thousand years, that the desert kept for two 

thousand more, that 1948 returned to the generation that would need it most. 

That calendar. 

  

Calendar Restoration Is Covenant Restoration 

People sometimes ask whether the calendar really matters. Whether this is not a 

secondary issue — something to sort out after the bigger theological questions 

are settled.​
 

That question misunderstands what a covenant is. A covenant is not a spiritual 
feeling or a theological position. It is a structured relationship with terms, 
meeting times, and protocols. YAHWEH does not have an open-door policy 

where you can show up whenever you feel spiritual. He has moedim — fixed 

appointments, sacred meeting times that He established before the first human 

breath was drawn.​
 

If you keep the wrong appointments, you are not keeping the covenant. Even if 

your intentions are pure. Even if your worship is sincere. Even if your love for the 

Creator is real. Sincerity does not substitute for accuracy when it comes to 

covenant appointments. The ten virgins were all sincere. Five were prepared. 

Five were not. The door closed on sincerity.​
 

The calendar IS the appointment book of the covenant. Fix the calendar and 

you have found your way back to where YAHWEH shows up. Ignore it and you 
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are standing in the right spirit on the wrong day, missing the meeting you thought 

you were keeping. 

THE APPOINTED TIMES ARE WHERE YAHWEH SHOWS UP. THE 
CALENDAR IS HOW YOU FIND THEM. 

  

The Identity of the Remnant 

There is something that happens to a believer when they align with the true 

calendar. It is not just theological satisfaction. It is identity formation.​
 

When you keep the Sabbath on the day YAHWEH designated — always 

Saturday, always the seventh day, predictable and fixed — you are making a 

declaration about who you are and who you serve. When you keep Passover on 

Month 1, Day 14, exactly as it has been kept since the Exodus, you are 

connecting yourself to the covenant thread that runs from Abraham through the 

Zadokite priests in the desert to the generation that will see its final fulfillment.​
 

The remnant is not defined by how much it knows. It is defined by what it does 

with what it knows. Knowing the calendar and not keeping it is worse than not 

knowing it. But knowing the calendar and keeping it — running the year by 

structure, not by committee, not by moon-sighting, not by rabbinic announcement 

— is one of the most profound acts of covenant faithfulness available to a 

believer in the twilight of the sixth prophetic day.​
 

The Zadokite priests kept the calendar in the desert for two hundred years when 

no one was watching and no institution rewarded them for it. They kept it 

because they understood that to abandon the appointed times was to abandon 
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YAHWEH. And so they stayed. They copied. They preserved. They waited for the 

generation that would finally receive what they had kept. 

THAT IS THE SPIRIT OF THE REMNANT. AND THAT SPIRIT IS NOW 
CALLED TO RISE AGAIN. 

  

​
A Final Word to the Student Who Has Come This Far 

If you have worked through every chapter of this book — answered the study 

questions, done the mathematics, looked up the scriptures, sat with the 

objections — then you have done something significant. You have not merely 

read about the Zadokite Calendar. You have engaged with it. And the student 

who engages with this material is never the same afterward. 

You may still have questions. That is good. Bring them. The calendar can handle 

them. The historical record can handle them. The mathematics can handle them. 

What the Zadokite Calendar cannot survive is not honest scrutiny — it is 

indifference. 

Do not be indifferent. You picked up this book because something in you knew 

that the question of sacred time matters. That knowing is from the Spirit. Trust it. 

Follow it wherever it leads. Even if it leads somewhere uncomfortable. Even if it 

costs you something in your current community. Even if it takes ten years — as it 

took me — to arrive at the place of full assurance. 

The assurance is worth the journey. And the journey is worth taking. 

We are at the end of a very long Sabbath eve. The sun is setting on the sixth 

prophetic day. Something extraordinary is about to begin. Be found keeping the 

right time when it does. 
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SACRED TIME WAS NEVER LOST — IT WAS PRESERVED. IT WAS NEVER 
DESTROYED — IT WAS HIDDEN. IT WAS NEVER FORGOTTEN BY HEAVEN 

— IT WAS RECOVERED FOR EARTH. STAND IN IT. 
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Chapter 19   |   A Full Zadokite Year Walkthrough 
Run the Calendar Yourself — No Guessing, No Moon-Chasing, No Confusion 

  
If this book is going to be the definitive workbook, then at some point you must 

stop nodding your head and start doing what the priests did. 

  
You must run the year. 

  
Not emotionally. 

Not by opinion. 

Not by tradition. 

Not by “I feel like this is right.” 

By structure. 

This chapter is where the Zadokite Calendar stops being a theory and becomes 

a functioning clock in your hands. 

We are going to walk through: 

•  The year as four quarters — the Creator’s design 

•  The months inside each quarter — 30 days, always 

•  The Gate Day between each quarter — sacred hinge day, not a Sabbath 

•  The Sabbaths inside each month — always Saturday — dates fixed by 

month-group pattern 

•  The Moedim placements — spring, summer, autumn, fixed 

•  A Month-by-Month table you can use every year 

•  A Student Checklist that proves you’re running it correctly 
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The One Rule That Makes Everything Simple 

The simplest thing you can tattoo on your brain is this: 

EVERY MONTH IS 30 DAYS. 
And the Sabbaths fall on: 

THE SABBATH IS ALWAYS THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE WEEKLY 
CYCLE — ALWAYS SATURDAY. BUT ITS MONTH-DATE VARIES BY 

MONTH POSITION: DAYS 4, 11, 18, 25 IN MONTHS 1, 4, 7, 10. DAYS 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30 IN MONTHS 2, 5, 8, 11. DAYS 7, 14, 21, 28 IN MONTHS 3, 6, 

9, 12. 
  
That alone eliminates ninety percent of the confusion people live in. No moving 

Sabbaths. No “we think it’s the Sabbath.” No “the new moon was late so 

everything shifted.” Not here. Not in YAHWEH’s calendar. 

The Structure: A Quick Review 
As established in Chapters 6 and 8: four quarters of 91 days each — three months of 30 days plus one 

Gate Day. 364 days total. 52 perfect weeks. Every Sabbath on the same weekday (Saturday) — its 

month-date varying by month position. Every feast on the same day of the week, year after year. You 

know this. Now run it. 

PART ONE — The Year in Quarters 

Quarter 1: Spring (Months 1–3) 
Month 1 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 4, Day 11, Day 18, Day 25 

▶  Passover — Day 14 

▶  Unleavened Bread — Days 15–21 

▶  Firstfruits — Month 1, Day 26 (Sunday — the wave sheaf offering 
and the start of the Shavuot count) 

Month 2 — 30 days 
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Sabbaths: Day 2, Day 9, Day 16, Day 23, Day 30 

Month 3 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 7, Day 14, Day 21, Day 28 

▶  Shavuot — Month 3, Day 15 (the day after the 7th Sabbath from the 
count start, always a Sunday) 

★  GATE DAY 1 — After Month 3  ★ 
Closes Spring and opens Summer. Not a Sabbath. Carries no month-day number, 
but inside the continuous weekly sequence. A pillar between seasons. 

Quarter 2: Summer (Months 4–6) 
Month 4 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 4, Day 11, Day 18, Day 25 

Month 5 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 2, Day 9, Day 16, Day 23, Day 30 

Month 6 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 7, Day 14, Day 21, Day 28 

★  GATE DAY 2 — After Month 6  ★ 
Closes Summer and opens Autumn. The quiet gate between the spring and fall 
feast seasons. 

Quarter 3: Autumn (Months 7–9) 
Month 7 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 4, Day 11, Day 18, Day 25 

▶  Trumpets (Yom Teruah) — Day 1 

▶  Atonement (Yom Kippur) — Day 10 

▶  Tabernacles (Sukkot) — Days 15–21 

▶  The Last Great Day — Day 22 
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Month 8 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 2, Day 9, Day 16, Day 23, Day 30 

Month 9 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 7, Day 14, Day 21, Day 28 

★  GATE DAY 3 — After Month 9  ★ 
Closes Autumn and opens Winter. Quarter Three is the most feast-dense quarter in 
the year. 

Quarter 4: Winter (Months 10–12) 
Month 10 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 4, Day 11, Day 18, Day 25 

Month 11 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 2, Day 9, Day 16, Day 23, Day 30 

Month 12 — 30 days 

Sabbaths: Day 7, Day 14, Day 21, Day 28 

★  GATE DAY 4 — After Month 12  ★ 
Closes the year completely. The morning after this Gate Day is Month 1, Day 1 of 
the new year. The machine resets. 

  

214 | Page 
 



PART TWO — Month-by-Month Table You Can Use 
Every Year 

You are about to see how simple this is. Every month follows the same internal 

rhythm. The Sabbaths never move. The feasts never wander. The structure 

never changes. 

“This is why children can learn it. This is why it is orderly. This is why 
the Remnant loves it.” 

— Pastor John Shane Vaughn 

  
MONTH DAYS SABBATHS APPOINTED TIMES 

1 — Aviv 1–30 4, 11, 18, 25 Passover Day 14; Unleavened Bread 
15–21; Resurrection Sabbath Day 18; 
Count Start Day 26 

2 — Iyyar 1–30 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 — 

3 — Sivan 1–30 7, 14, 21, 28 Shavuot Day 15 (Sunday) 

★ Gate 1 1 day — Spring Gate — Sacred hinge. Not a Sabbath. 

4 — 
Tammuz 

1–30 4, 11, 18, 25 — 

5 — Av 1–30 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 — 

6 — Elul 1–30 7, 14, 21, 28 — 

★ Gate 2 1 day — Summer Gate — Sacred hinge. Not a 
Sabbath. 

7 — Tishri 1–30 4, 11, 18, 25 Trumpets Day 1; Atonement Day 10; 
Tabernacles 15–21; Last Great Day 22 

8 — 
Cheshvan 

1–30 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 — 

9 — Kislev 1–30 7, 14, 21, 28 — 

★ Gate 3 1 day — Autumn Gate — Sacred hinge. Not a 
Sabbath. 

10 — Tevet 1–30 4, 11, 18, 25 — 
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11 — 
Shevat 

1–30 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 — 

12 — Adar 1–30 7, 14, 21, 28 — 

★ Gate 4 1 day — Winter Gate — Year complete. New year 
begins next day. 
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PART THREE — The Student Checklist 

How You Know You’re Running It Correctly 

☐  Checklist 1: Weekly Integrity 
The weekly Sabbath always falls on Saturday. The Sabbath dates in each 
month are: Months 1, 4, 7, 10 → 4, 11, 18, 25. Months 2, 5, 8, 11 → 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30. Months 3, 6, 9, 12 → 7, 14, 21, 28. If your Sabbaths drift off these 
dates inside the month, your system is broken. Stop. Find the error. Do not 
proceed. 

  

☐  Checklist 2: Quarter Integrity 
Each quarter equals exactly 91 days: three 30-day months plus one Gate 
Day. If your quarter is not 91 days, you are not running the Zadokite 
structure. No exceptions. No rounding. 

  

☐  Checklist 3: Gate Days Integrity 
There are exactly four Gate Days in every year: after Month 3, after Month 6, 
after Month 9, and after Month 12. These Gate Days are not Sabbaths. They 
carry no month-day number, but they are inside the continuous weekly 
sequence — the Sabbath rhythm advances unbroken across them. They are 
sacred hinges between the quarters. Treat them as such. 

  

☐  Checklist 4: Feast Fixity 
Month 1 contains the spring feasts. Month 3 contains Shavuot. Month 7 
contains the autumn feasts. If your feasts are wandering across months or 
becoming unpredictable year to year, you have left the Zadokite system. You 
are back in chaos. 

  

☐  Checklist 5: Course Alignment 
The priestly courses must rotate without interruption through the year. Any 
method of intercalation that destroys the integrity of the course sequence is 
not a priestly method. If a system forces guesswork intercalation, it is not the 
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Zadokite system. The courses are the anchor. If the anchor is gone, you are 
adrift. 

  

  

The Closing Statement: You Are Now Independent 

If you can run this calendar by hand, you are no longer dependent on: 

•  a rabbinic committee 

•  a moon-sighting report 

•  a website in Jerusalem 

•  a social media announcement 

•  or anyone’s opinion 

  

YOU ARE NOW KEEPING TIME BY STRUCTURE. 
  
That is what the Zadokite priesthood preserved. That is what was sealed in clay 

jars and buried under the desert sands for a thousand years. That is what 

YAHWEH kept safe until the generation that would need it. 

THAT GENERATION IS NOW. AND THAT TIME IS YOURS. 
  

Chapter 20   |   Why YAHWEH Hid Time 
The Desert, the Scrolls, and the Generation That Was Always the Target 

“For nearly one thousand years beneath the warm sands of a vast 
desert in a solitary cave was a hidden treasure — TIME ITSELF. Time 

was waiting for time. And that time came in 1948.” 
— Pastor John Shane Vaughn 
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YAHWEH Does Not Lose Things 

Before we talk about why it was hidden, we must settle something: YAHWEH did 

not lose the calendar. He hid it. 

There is all the difference in the world between those two statements. A lost thing 

is gone by accident. A hidden thing is gone by design — placed out of reach until 

the right moment arrives, then returned with purpose to the right people. 

The distinction matters because if the calendar was merely lost, its recovery is a 

historical curiosity. But if it was hidden, then its recovery is a prophetic event. And 

the evidence overwhelmingly supports the second conclusion. 

THE CALENDAR WAS NOT LOST. IT WAS PRESERVED. AND WHAT IS 
PRESERVED BY THE FAITHFUL IS RECOVERED BY THE DESPERATE. 
  

What Qumran Was and Why It Matters 

In 70 CE, when the Romans sacked Jerusalem and the Temple fell, the Zadokite 

community at Qumran knew what was coming. They had already been living in 

self-imposed exile in the Judean desert for over two hundred years — ever since 

the Hasmonean dynasty had installed illegitimate priests in the Temple and 

displaced the Zadokite line from its rightful place at the altar. 

They were the legitimate heirs. The sons of Zadok. The priests who understood 

that the calendar YAHWEH gave to Moses and Enoch was not the lunar system 

the Pharisees were running. They had maintained the true reckoning in the 

wilderness while the corruption of Jerusalem played itself out. 

When the end came, they did not flee. They wrapped their most precious 

possessions — the scrolls, the calendar documents, the course rotation records 
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— in linen, sealed them in clay jars, and placed them in caves above the Dead 

Sea. Then they waited for YAHWEH to act. 

He acted in 1947. Not through a king. Not through a scholar. Through a Bedouin 

teenager with a throwing arm and a curious goat. The method was deliberate. 

YAHWEH has always used the unqualified to handle what the qualified would 

have seized for their own purposes. The scrolls were not found by a university 

expedition. They were not discovered by a denomination with a budget and an 

agenda. They were cracked open by accident — which is to say, by a sovereignty 

that does not look like what we expect sovereignty to look like. 

WHAT YAHWEH PUTS IN THE GROUND, HE BRINGS UP IN HIS OWN 
TIME. 

  

Why 1948 Is Not a Coincidence 

In 1948 CE — the same numbered year in which Abraham was born in the 

Hebrew counting (1948 AM) — two events occurred simultaneously that no 

honest person can dismiss as accident. 

First: the State of Israel was reborn after nearly two thousand years of dispersion. 

The covenant nation, the nation through which all of YAHWEH's appointed times 

are anchored, returned to the land. 

Second: the systematic excavation and scholarly study of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

began in earnest — and among those scrolls was the Zadokite Calendar. The 

very calendar that proves the appointed times are solar, fixed, and 

mathematically perfect. 

The father of the covenant was born in 1948 AM. The covenant nation was 

reborn in 1948 CE. The covenant calendar was recovered in 1948 CE. Three 

1948s. One Creator. No accidents. 
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THE CREATOR DOES NOT MISS APPOINTMENTS. IN 1948, HE 
RETURNED THE CALENDAR TO THE GENERATION THAT WOULD 

NEED IT MOST. 
  

Why Restoration Is an End-Time Act 

There is a question worth asking: why now? The scrolls were found in 1947. 

Scholars have been studying them for nearly eighty years. Why is the calendar 

question only now becoming urgent for the remnant? 

Because urgency is proportional to proximity. As the sixth prophetic day comes to 

its close — as the six-thousand-year span of human labor approaches its 

Sabbath — the remaining five unfulfilled appointed times are approaching their 

fulfillment moments. Yahshua fulfilled three spring appointed times — 

Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Shavuot — with day-specific, surgical 

precision (instituting Passover as the Lamb, with Passover's fulfillment reserved 

for the Marriage Supper in the Father's Kingdom). The remaining five — 

Passover (the Marriage Supper), Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, and the 

Last Great Day — are not suggestions. They are scheduled appointments. 

A bride who does not know what day the wedding is cannot prepare. A 

watchman who does not know what hour the enemy comes cannot sound the 

alarm. The calendar is not optional theology. It is operational intelligence for the 

end-time remnant. 

YAHWEH hid the calendar in the desert because the forces that corrupted it — 

that changed the appointed times exactly as Daniel warned — were gaining 

power. He preserved it in clay jars through centuries of darkness. He returned it 

in 1948 to the generation that would be alive when the remaining appointed times 

are fulfilled. 

221 | Page 
 



HE HID IT FOR US. WE ARE THE GENERATION HE HID IT FOR. 
  

YAHWEH hid it for us. We are the generation He hid it for. Chapter 21 brings the case to its verdict — 

a formal declaration of what the evidence has established. 
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Chapter 21   |   The Verdict on Time 
“He shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the Most High, and think to change times and laws.” — Daniel 7:25 

  

This is a courtroom chapter. Not a lecture. Not more evidence. The evidence has 

been presented. The witnesses have testified. The mathematics have been 

verified. The scrolls have been read. The priestly courses have been traced. The 

Passover has been examined from three independent directions and it has told 

the same story every time. 

It is time for the verdict. 

THE DEFENDANT IS TIME. THE CHARGE IS TAMPERING. THE 
VERDICT IS GUILTY. 

Count One: Daniel Told You This Was Coming 

Daniel 7:25 is not a vague prophecy. It is a criminal indictment written in advance. 

The horn that rises — the power that opposes the Most High — would do three 

specific things: wear out the saints, try to change the law, and think to change the 

appointed times. All three have happened. All three are historically documented. 

The appointed times of YAHWEH were systematically relocated, renamed, and 

replaced by a calendar system that the Roman Emperor Constantine helped 

shape in 325 CE. 

That is not anti-Catholic rhetoric. That is the Council of Nicaea, recorded in their 

own minutes. They deliberately separated the resurrection celebration from the 

Jewish Passover calculation. They moved the weekly assembly from the seventh 

day to the first. They replaced YAHWEH's calendar structure with a lunar-solar 

hybrid that no longer matches the creation account of Genesis 1. 

Daniel did not say this MIGHT happen. He said it WOULD happen. The fact 
that it did happen is not a crisis. It is a confirmation that Daniel was right. 
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And if Daniel was right about the changing, he was right about the 
restoration. 

Count Two: The 1,260-Day Test 

Throughout the prophetic scriptures, a critical period appears repeatedly: 1,260 

days. Three and a half years. A time, times, and half a time. Forty-two months. 

This period is consistent across Daniel, Revelation, and the prophetic timeline. 

Under a lunar calendar — using lunar months of approximately 29.5 days — 42 

months produces 1,239 days. Twenty-one days short. 

Under the Zadokite calendar — 12 months of exactly 30 days — 42 months 

produces exactly 1,260 days. Not approximately. Exactly. The prophecy was 

written for a 30-day month. The prophecy was written for the Zadokite calendar. If 

you are reading Revelation on the wrong calendar, the clock in your hand does 

not match the clock in the text. 

THE PROPHECY IS A CALENDAR LOCK. IT ONLY OPENS WITH THE 
RIGHT KEY. 

Count Three: The Priestly Courses Prove the Structure 

David organized the priests into 24 courses in 1 Chronicles 24. Each course 

served in the Temple for one week at a time. The mathematics are simple: 24 

courses × 2 rotations = 48 weeks. Add the three feast weeks when all priests 

served together: 48 + 3 = 51 weeks. Add the final week to complete the year: 52 

weeks. Exactly 52 weeks. Exactly 364 days. 

This only works on a 364-day calendar. On a 354-day lunar calendar, the priestly 

rotation collapses after the first year. The courses drift. The system David 

designed — under divine instruction — only functions as designed on the 

Zadokite solar calendar. This is not coincidence. This is a confirmation built into 

the structure of Israelite worship at the highest institutional level. 

Count Four: Enoch, the Stars, and the Testimony of Heaven Itself 
224 | Page 
 



Enoch, the seventh from Adam, received his understanding of time directly from 

the angelic messengers assigned to the luminaries. As established in Chapter 11, 

his calendar was sidereal — the stars, not the sun, were his reference point. The 

mathematics of sidereal time explain why he could describe a perfect year 

requiring no intercalation. The 364-day Zadokite year sits within the sidereal year 

with precision that cannot be accidental. 

When Enoch said the year was perfect, he was not being poetic. He was 

describing what he saw in the heavens. The Qumran community — the Zadokite 

priests who fled Jerusalem rather than compromise their calendar — preserved 

Enoch's books as Scripture. They understood what he was measuring. They kept 

the calendar he described for two hundred years in the wilderness, with no 

audience and no institutional reward. 

Count Five: Qumran and 1948 

In 1947, a Bedouin teenager threw a stone into a cave near the Dead Sea and 

shattered two thousand years of silence. The scrolls that emerged from that cave 

contained the most comprehensive ancient witness to the Zadokite calendar ever 

recovered by modern hands. 

They were found in 1947. The State of Israel was reborn in 1948. That same 

year, by prophetic chronology, marks the year 5708 in the Hebrew count — which 

is also the year 5,708 from creation, placing us firmly in the approach of the sixth 

millennial day. Three timelines converged in one year. That is not coincidence. 

That is the Creator operating on His own calendar, releasing the evidence for the 

generation that would need it most. 

The scrolls did not surface in 1347. They did not surface in 1647. They 
surfaced in 1947 — at the moment when the prophetic clock demanded that 
time be restored before the seventh day begins. 

The Verdict 
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Here is what the evidence establishes beyond reasonable doubt: 

Daniel 7:25 predicted the corruption of sacred time. ✓ 

History records that corruption at the Council of Nicaea and in subsequent 

centuries. ✓ 

The 1,260-day prophetic test fails on the lunar calendar and passes on the 

Zadokite calendar. ✓ 

The Priestly Courses of 1 Chronicles 24 require a 364-day year to function as 

designed. ✓ 

Enoch's sidereal astronomy confirms the mathematical precision of the 364-day 

structure. ✓ 

The Dead Sea Scrolls confirm the Zadokite calendar as the calendar of the 

legitimate priesthood. ✓ 

The 1947/1948 convergence places the recovery of this calendar at the precise 

prophetic moment. ✓ 

The case is closed. 

The only thing left is sentencing — and that sentence is responsibility. 

Not closed in the sense that questions may not be asked. They may. Not closed 

in the sense that further discovery is impossible. It is not. But closed in the sense 

that the weight of evidence — historical, mathematical, astronomical, textual, and 

prophetic — lands on one side of the scale with overwhelming force. 

TIME WAS CHANGED. TIME IS BEING RESTORED. THE EVIDENCE IS 
IN. THE VERDICT STANDS. 

Chapter 22 is the final word. But this is the verdict that makes it possible. 
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❖  STUDENT WORKBOOK — Work Through These Carefully 
1.  In your own words, summarize the five counts of the indictment against the 
calendar change. Which count do you find most compelling, and why? 
Your Answer: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
2.  The 1,260-day test either works or it does not. Verify it yourself: 42 months × 30 
days = ? Does this match the prophetic number in Revelation 11:3 and 12:6? 
Your Answer: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
3.  What is the significance of the scrolls being found in 1947 rather than in 1847 or 
1647? What does the timing tell you about YAHWEH's sovereign management of 
His own calendar? 
Your Answer: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
4.  If the verdict presented in this chapter is correct, what is your personal 
responsibility? What changes, if anything, in how you observe the feasts and the 
Sabbath? 
Your Answer: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
5.  This chapter does not introduce new material — it summarizes what the previous 
chapters have established. Write a one-paragraph closing argument in your own 
words, as if you were presenting it to someone who had never heard of the Zadokite 
Calendar. 
Your Answer: 
___________________________________________________________________ 

The verdict has been declared. Chapter 22 is not more evidence. It is the call that follows the verdict — 

the question only you can answer. 
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Chapter 22   |   Time Restored — Now That You Know 
Now That You Know — What Will You Do? 

  
Chapter 21 presented the case. The verdict was declared. Chapter 22 is 

different. This chapter does not argue. It does not prove. It calls. The Remnant 

has been found. The calendar has been restored. The generation has been 

identified. The only question that remains is the one only you can answer. 

— ★ — 

  
The Creator is not random. He is rhythmic. He built His calendar into the heavens 

on the fourth day of creation, before a single human foot had touched the earth. 

He made it fixed, structured, solar, and mathematically precise — because His 

character is fixed, structured, and mathematically precise. 

The Zadokite Calendar is not a new discovery. It is a recovered one. It was 

entrusted to the sons of Zadok, the legitimate priests of Israel, who carried it into 

the desert when corruption overtook the Temple. It was sealed in clay jars, buried 

in the Judean wilderness, and preserved for nearly two thousand years. It was 

returned in 1948 — the same numbered year as the father of the covenant’s 

birth, the same year as the rebirth of the covenant nation — to the generation 

that was always its intended recipients. 

That calendar runs on 364 days. Twelve months of thirty days each. Four Gate 

Days at the seasonal thresholds. Fifty-two perfect weeks with no remainder. 

Sabbaths that never move. Feasts that never wander. A machine so well built 

that any child can learn it and any priest can run it without a committee, a 

website, or a moon report. 
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DANIEL WARNED THAT THE APPOINTED TIMES WOULD BE 
CHANGED. THEY WERE. 

YAHSHUA SAID ELIJAH WOULD RESTORE ALL THINGS. HE WILL. 
THE CALENDAR WAS HIDDEN IN THE DESERT FOR US. WE ARE THE 

GENERATION. 
  
The question that remains is not whether this calendar is true. The evidence in 

the scrolls, in the mathematics, in the priestly course records, in the prophetic 

precision of the fulfillments already past — that case is closed. 

The question is what you will do with it. 

Will you run the year? Will you keep the appointments on the days YAHWEH 

designated? Will you be standing in the right place when the remaining five 

appointed times move from rehearsal to fulfillment? 

The Zadokite priests kept the calendar when no institution supported them and 

no crowd celebrated them. They kept it because it was true. That is the only 

reason that was ever sufficient. And it is the only reason you will ever need. 

  

“For nearly one thousand years beneath the warm sands of a vast 
desert in a solitary cave was a hidden treasure — TIME ITSELF. Time 

was waiting for time. And that time came in 1948. That time is now. 
That time is yours.” 

— Pastor John Shane Vaughn 

  

GO KEEP TIME. 
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❖ ❖ ❖ 

A FINAL DECLARATION 

Time Restored 

You now know what was changed. 

You know that Daniel 7:25 predicted the corruption of sacred time — and that it 

happened exactly as he said it would. 

You know that a faithful priesthood carried the authentic calendar into the desert rather 

than surrender it to corruption. 

You know that the mathematics prove it. That the 1,260-day test passes on this 

calendar and fails on every other. That the priestly courses lock the intercalation 

question. That the Messiah Himself kept this calendar — and fulfilled the three spring 

appointed times — Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Shavuot — on it with surgical, 

day-perfect precision, while instituting Passover as the Lamb (Passover's fulfillment 

reserved for the Marriage Supper in the Father's Kingdom). 

You know that in 1948 — the very year of Israel’s rebirth, the very year that matches 

the birth year of the father of the covenant — YAHWEH returned the calendar to the 

generation He always intended to have it. 

That generation is you. 

— ★ — 

You are no longer searching. 

You are now responsible. 

Knowledge brings accountability. You cannot unknow what you now know. You cannot 

unread what you have read. You cannot un-see the mathematics, un-hear the 

testimony of the scrolls, or un-follow the Messiah back to a calendar that His own body 

proved was wrong. 
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You will either keep the appointed times — or you will not. You will either stand at 

YAHWEH’s appointments on the days He designated — or you will stand somewhere 

else on a calendar that man built for man. 

Both are choices. Only one is obedience. 

You will not stand before YAHWEH and say, 

“I didn’t know.” 

Now you know. The rest is obedience. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

Time has been restored. 

The question is not what time it is. 

The question is whether you will be found in it. 
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❖  YOUR FINAL CHARGE  ❖ 
From the Desk of Pastor John Shane Vaughn  —  First Harvest Ministries International 

You have finished the book. ​
Now the book must finish its work in you.​

 
Knowledge without obedience is weight without wings. Everything you 

have studied in this workbook — the mathematics, the theology, the 

history, the prophecy — was not given to you so that you could win an 

argument. It was given to you so that you could stand in the right 

place at the right time.​
 
The Zadokite priests kept this calendar when there was no Temple, no 

crowd, no institutional support, and no applause. They kept it because 

they knew that YAHWEH’s appointments are not optional — and that a 

priest who misses the appointed time is not a priest doing his best. He 

is a priest who was not there.​
 

YOU ARE THE GENERATION HE HID THIS FOR. DO NOT 

WASTE WHAT COST THEM THE DESERT. 
────────────────────────────────────────────

──────── 
SEVEN THINGS TO DO THIS WEEK 

1.  Identify today’s date on the Zadokite Calendar  —  Use the 

tracking pages in this workbook. Find the month, the day, and the 

week. Write it down. Make it real. Do not leave this page until you 

have located yourself in YAHWEH’s time.​
 

2.  Mark the next appointed time  —  Open the Feast Calendar on 

page —. Circle or highlight the next moed coming on the horizon. 

Write the Gregorian date beside it so you can watch for it in real 

time. 
3.  Tell someone what you have learned  —  Not to argue. Not to 

convert. Simply to say: “I have been studying the calendar that was 
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hidden in the desert and recovered in 1948, and I want to show you 

something.” Knowledge shared is knowledge that takes root.​
 

4.  Begin tracking the weekly Sabbath correctly  —  The weekly 

Sabbath always falls on Saturday, but the date varies by month: 

Months 1, 4, 7, 10 begin Wednesday → Sabbaths fall on Days 4, 11, 

18, 25. Months 2, 5, 8, 11 begin Friday → Sabbaths fall on Days 2, 9, 

16, 23, 30. Months 3, 6, 9, 12 begin Sunday → Sabbaths fall on Days 

7, 14, 21, 28. Identify which month you are in. Find the next Sabbath. 

Honor it. Mark it. Guard it. This is where obedience begins — not in 

grand declarations, but in weekly faithfulness.​
 

5.  Run the 1,260-Day Test yourself  —  42 months × 30 days = 

1,260. Find a prophetic text that references this period. Verify that 

only a 30-day month produces the number Scripture requires. Write 

your own conclusion in the space below. Own the math.​
 

6.  Revisit one chapter that challenged you most  —  Every 

student of this material has at least one chapter that made them 

pause, resist, or struggle. Go back to that chapter. Re-read it slowly. 

Ask YAHWEH what He is trying to settle in you through that 

resistance.​
 

7.  Pray over the calendar  —  Lay this workbook open and pray 

over it. Ask the Creator of the heavens — the One who built time into 

the fourth day — to align your life with His appointments. A calendar 

is not merely an academic document. It is a covenant instrument. 

Treat it like one. 
────────────────────────────────────────────

──────── 
MY COMMITMENT​

 
Write it. Sign it. Date it. A commitment written is a commitment 

witnessed.​
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□  The next feast I will keep:  ​
​
_______________________________________________​
 
□  The person I will teach this to:  ​
​
_______________________________________________​
 
□  The chapter I will re-read:  ​
​
_______________________________________________________​
 

□  My beginning date on this calendar:  ​
​
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Signed:  

__________________________________________    ​
​
Date:  __________________​
​
 

──────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
“And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to 

know what Israel ought to do.”  —  1 Chronicles 12:32​
 

Be an Issachar. Know the times. Do what ought to be done.​
 

Your Shepherd, 
Pastor John Shane Vaughn 

First Harvest Ministries International  —  Waveland, Mississippi 
www.HisComingKingdom.com 
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Appendix A   |   Glossary 
 

Key Terms Every Student of the Zadokite Calendar Must Know 

TERM DEFINITION 

Chodesh The Hebrew word typically translated “month” or “new moon.” It 
means the beginning of a new cycle — the head of the new 
period. It does NOT inherently mean “lunar month.” The 
Hebrew word for the literal moon is yareach. The absence of 
yareach from the calendar commands of Torah is significant. 

Yareach The Hebrew word for the physical moon. Distinct from chodesh. 
Conspicuously absent from the primary calendar legislation in 
Torah, which uses chodesh instead. 

Moedim (sg. Moed) Appointed times. Fixed divine meetings. Not religious holidays 
or traditions — YAHWEH’s scheduled encounters with His 
covenant people, set in advance and placed on a heavenly 
clock. Genesis 1:14 establishes the lights of heaven as the 
governing mechanism for moedim. 

Mishmarot (sg. 
Mishmar) 

The priestly courses or divisions. King David organized the 
Levitical priests into 24 rotating divisions (1 Chronicles 24). 
Each division served the Temple in its appointed week. The 
Zadokite Calendar’s 364-day structure allows perfect, 
uninterrupted rotation of all 24 courses through the year. 

Shabbat / Sabbath The seventh-day rest. In the Zadokite Calendar, the Sabbath 
always falls on Saturday, but the calendar date varies by 
month: Months 1, 4, 7, 10 begin Wednesday → Sabbaths fall 
on Days 4, 11, 18, 25; Months 2, 5, 8, 11 begin Friday → 
Sabbaths fall on Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Months 3, 6, 9, 12 begin 
Sunday → Sabbaths fall on Days 7, 14, 21, 28. The 364-day 
year (52 exact weeks) guarantees this stability year after year. 

Sidereal Day The time it takes for the fixed stars to return to the same 
position in the sky — 23 hours, 56 minutes, 4 seconds. This is 
the day by which Enoch reckoned the calendar. It is 
approximately 3 minutes and 56 seconds shorter than a solar 
day. 

Solar Day The 24-hour sun-to-sun day that modern civilization counts. 
Slightly longer than a sidereal day. The 1.2422-day annual gap 
between the Zadokite year (364 days) and the solar year 
(365.2422 days) is the source of the intercalation requirement. 

Intercalation The addition of days outside the regular counted structure of 
the year to bring the calendar into alignment with the solar 
year. In the Zadokite system, intercalary days are received by 
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the Gate Day provision — they are placed outside the 
month-day count, so they do not disrupt the Sabbath rhythm. 

Gate Day 
(Intercalary Day) 

One of four sacred threshold days standing between quarters 
(after Month 3, 6, 9, and 12 — before the next quarter begins). 
Gate Days are fully real calendar days that participate in the 
continuous weekly cycle but are excluded from the numbered 
month-day system. They belong to no quarter and are not 
Sabbaths. They are the hinges between the four seasons of 
the Zadokite year — set apart, meaningful, and present. 

Tropical Year The solar year measured from equinox to equinox — 365.2422 
days. The standard measure of how long it takes the earth to 
complete one full seasonal cycle relative to the sun. 

Zadokite 
Priesthood 

The legitimate priestly line descended from Zadok, the priest of 
King David and Solomon. The sons of Zadok were the rightful 
custodians of the Temple calendar. When illegitimate priests 
were installed during the Hasmonean period, the Zadokite 
community retreated to Qumran, where they preserved the true 
calendar until its recovery in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Dead Sea Scrolls Nearly one thousand manuscripts discovered between 1947 
and 1956 in eleven caves near Qumran above the Dead Sea. 
Dated to as early as the third century BCE. Among the scrolls: 
the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, the priestly course rotation 
documents, and the Zadokite Calendar — the most ancient 
physical evidence of a fixed 364-day solar calendar in Jewish 
history. 

Qumran 
Community 

The community, almost certainly Zadokite in heritage, that 
occupied the site above the Dead Sea and preserved the 
scrolls. They lived in deliberate exile from a Jerusalem they 
considered corrupted, maintaining the true priestly reckoning in 
the desert for over two centuries. 

1948 AM / 1948 CE The year 1948 in the Hebrew counting from Adam (Anno 
Mundi) was the birth year of Abraham, the father of the 
covenant. The year 1948 in the Common Era was 
simultaneously the rebirth of the State of Israel and the 
beginning of Dead Sea Scroll recovery — including the 
Zadokite Calendar. Three 1948s. One Creator. No accidents. 

Daniel 7:25 The prophetic warning that the “little horn” would think to 
change the appointed times and law. Identified as one of the 
three weapons against the saints — alongside great words and 
wearing out — and understood as the systematic alteration of 
the sacred calendar that separated YAHWEH’s people from 
YAHWEH’s appointed times. 
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Apokatastasis Greek: to restore all things to their original condition. Used by 
Yahshua in Matthew 17:11 to describe Elijah’s end-time work: 
“Elijah truly comes first and restores all things.” Calendar 
restoration is part of this complete restoration mandate. 

Passover (Pesach) Month 1, Day 14. NOT a feast and NOT a High Sabbath — 
Passover is the night to be much observed (Exodus 12:42), the 
night the lamb is killed and eaten. At His first coming, Yahshua 
INSTITUTED Passover as the Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7) but did 
not fulfill it. Passover is the Marriage Supper of the Lamb — its 
fulfillment awaits the Father's Kingdom (Luke 22:16; Revelation 
19:7-9). 

Unleavened Bread 
(Chag haMatzot) 

Month 1, Days 15-21. The seven-day feast that begins the day 
after Passover. Day 15 (first day) and Day 21 (last day) are 
HIGH SABBATHS. One of the three pilgrimage feasts 
(Leviticus 23:6, Deuteronomy 16:16). Yahshua fulfilled this 
feast with His sinless body in the tomb. 

Firstfruits 
(Bikkurim) 

Month 1, Day 26 — always Sunday. The wave-sheaf offering. 
The first day of the seven-Sabbath count to Shavuot. Yahshua 
fulfilled this appointed time at His resurrection — He is the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20). 

Resurrection 
Sabbath 

Month 1, Day 18. The weekly Sabbath that falls inside 
Unleavened Bread, every year without exception. The Sabbath 
inside which Yahshua's body lay in the tomb, awaiting His 
resurrection on Day 26 (Firstfruits). 

High Sabbath An annual feast Sabbath distinct from the weekly Sabbath. The 
High Sabbaths in the Zadokite year are: Month 1 Day 15 (first 
day of Unleavened Bread), Month 1 Day 21 (last day of 
Unleavened Bread), Month 7 Day 1 (Trumpets), Month 7 Day 
10 (Atonement), Month 7 Day 15 (first day of Tabernacles), and 
Month 7 Day 22 (Last Great Day). High Sabbaths can fall on 
any weekday and are observed in addition to the weekly 
Saturday Sabbath. 

Last Great Day 
(Shemini Atzeret) 

Month 7, Day 22. The eighth-day capstone of the autumn cycle 
(Numbers 29:35). A High Sabbath. The fourth and final autumn 
appointed time, prophetically tied to the Great White Throne 
Judgment. Future fulfillment. 

Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb 

The future fulfillment of Passover (Revelation 19:7-9). Yahshua 
told His disciples on the night of His arrest: 'I will not eat it 
again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God' (Luke 22:16). At 
His first coming, He instituted Passover as the Lamb. At His 
second coming and the gathering of His people, He fulfills 
Passover as the Marriage Supper between the Lamb and His 
people. 
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Gamul Course 22 of the priestly rotation (1 Chronicles 24:17). Per the 
Mishmarot record (4Q319-321), Gamul opens Year 1 of every 
six-year priestly cycle. The year-opener sequence advances 
each year through the cycle: Y1=Gamul (Course 22), 
Y2=Jedaiah (Course 2), Y3=Mijamin (Course 6), 
Y4=Shecaniah (Course 10), Y5=Jeshebeab (Course 14), 
Y6=Aphses (Course 18). Intercalation absorbs accumulated 
solar drift to ensure Gamul opens Year 1 of every cycle. The 
rotation never resets — it is a continuously turning wheel. 

Jehoiarib Course 1 of the priestly rotation (1 Chronicles 24:7). The first lot 
drawn under King David's organization. Jehoiarib was David's 
original first-lot winner — but is NOT the perpetual year-opener 
of the calendar. The Mishmarot record places Gamul (Course 
22) at the opening of Year 1 of every six-year cycle. Jehoiarib 
serves in his appointed week of the rotation along with the 
other 23 courses. 

Aphses 
(Happizzez) 

Course 18 of the priestly rotation (1 Chronicles 24:15 — 
translations vary on the spelling). Per the Mishmarot record, 
Aphses opens Year 6 of every six-year priestly cycle, 
completing the cycle before intercalation returns the 
year-opener to Gamul (Course 22) at Year 1. 
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Appendix B   |   Objection Quick-Reference 
Objection Quick-Reference 
One-Page Answers to the Most Common Challenges 

These are not exhaustive arguments. They are starting points — the first response 
when someone challenges the Zadokite Calendar. For complete treatment of each, 
return to the appropriate chapter. 

OBJECTION:  “The Bible commands the new moon — Numbers 28:11 proves a lunar 
calendar.” 
ANSWER:  Numbers 28:11 uses chodesh — the beginning of a new cycle — not yareach, 
the literal moon. Chodesh does not specify lunar reckoning. The absence of yareach from 
the primary calendar legislation is not accidental. 

  

OBJECTION:  “The moon rules the night — Genesis 1:16 says so.” 
ANSWER:  Genesis 1:16 does not name the moon — it describes "the lesser luminary" and 
then, with the alef-tav (אֵת) direct-object marker, adds "and the stars" as a separate 
co-equal object under the verb "made." The Hebrew grammar refuses to build the night on 
the moon alone. Three of four moon phases fail to provide reliable nighttime light. The stars 
are the fixed host that never miss their post. 

  

OBJECTION:  “364 days is not a real year — it does not match the solar year.” 
ANSWER:  Correct. The 364-day calendar is the counted structure. The solar year is 
365.2422 days. The Gate Day provision is the built-in mechanism to receive the remainder 
through periodic intercalation. The structure is perfect. The solar clock is longer. Both 
realities are honored simultaneously. 

  

OBJECTION:  “Intercalation is adding to YAHWEH’s calendar.” 
ANSWER:  Intercalation does not change the structure. Passover remains Month 1, Day 
14. Sabbaths remain on their fixed positions in each month (Days 4-11-18-25 for Months 
1/4/7/10; Days 2-9-16-23-30 for Months 2/5/8/11; Days 7-14-21-28 for Months 3/6/9/12). 
The feasts do not move. The only thing intercalation does is prevent the calendar from 
drifting out of alignment with the seasons — exactly what the Creator embedded the Gate 
Day provision to handle. 

  

OBJECTION:  “The Dead Sea Scrolls were written by a fringe sect — the Essenes.” 
ANSWER:  The identification of the Qumran community as “Essenes” is itself contested 
among scholars. What is not contested is that the community was priestly, that its calendar 
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documents are the most ancient physical evidence of a 364-day solar calendar in Jewish 
history, and that its priestly course records align perfectly with the Zadokite structure. 

  

OBJECTION:  “We don’t need to intercalate — the 364-day year is complete.” 
ANSWER:  Enoch counted by sidereal days (23:56:04). We count by solar days (24:00:00). 
The 3-minute-56-second daily difference accumulates to nearly one full day per year. After 
400 years without intercalation, the calendar drifts by nearly 500 days. Passover falls in 
winter. The structure is perfect; the solar remainder still exists. 

  

OBJECTION:  “Keeping this calendar will isolate me from the community.” 
ANSWER:  The Zadokite priests kept the calendar in the desert for two hundred years with 
no community recognition and no institutional support. They kept it because it was true. 
Truth does not require consensus. It requires courage. 

  

OBJECTION:  “Yahshua never corrected the calendar — that means the existing system 
was fine.” 
ANSWER:  Yahshua kept Passover on the Zadokite date, not the Pharisaic date (instituting 
Himself as the Lamb whose Passover will be fulfilled at the Marriage Supper). That is the 
entire argument of the Passover Controversy chapter. The fact that John 18–19 shows 
Yahshua crucified while the Pharisees were still preparing for Passover is not an accident 
of translation. It is calendar evidence. 
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Appendix C   |   Key Proof Tables 
 

The Mathematics That Cannot Be Argued With 

PROOF TABLE 1 — 364 ÷ 7 = 52 EXACT WEEKS 

  
CALENDAR SYSTEM DAYS IN YEAR ÷ 7 = REMAINDER 

Gregorian Solar 365.25 (avg) 52.18 weeks Weeks incomplete 
— Sabbath drifts 

Rabbinic Lunar 354 (12 
months) 

50.57 weeks Weeks incomplete 
— Sabbath drifts 

Lunar-Solar (intercalated) 383–385 (13 
months) 

54.7 weeks Weeks incomplete 
— Sabbath drifts 

ZADOKITE SOLAR 364 52.000 weeks ZERO — Sabbath 
never moves 

  

PROOF TABLE 2 — THE 91-DAY QUARTER STRUCTURE 

  
QUARTER MONTHS COUNTED 

DAYS 
GATE DAY TOTAL 

Q1 — Spring 1, 2, 3 3 × 30 = 90 +1 91 days 

Q2 — Summer 4, 5, 6 3 × 30 = 90 +1 91 days 

Q3 — Autumn 7, 8, 9 3 × 30 = 90 +1 91 days 

Q4 — Winter 10, 11, 12 3 × 30 = 90 +1 91 days 

4 × 91 = 364 days = 52 exact weeks = ZERO SABBATH REMAINDER 

  

PROOF TABLE 3 — THE 1,260-DAY PROPHETIC CALCULATION 

The 1,260 days of Daniel and Revelation (Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 11:3; 12:6; 
12:14; 13:5) are commonly called “42 months” or “a time, times, and half a time.” The 
Zadokite Calendar resolves the arithmetic with precision that no lunar calendar can 
match. 

EXPRESSION ZADOKITE CALCULATION 

1,260 days 1,260 ÷ 30 = exactly 42 months of 30 days. Only works with 
30-day months. 
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42 months 42 × 30 = 1,260 days exactly. Lunar months average 29.5 days 
— 42 × 29.5 = 1,239 days, not 1,260. 

Time, times, half a time 1 + 2 + 0.5 = 3.5 years. In the Zadokite year: 3.5 × 364 = 1,274 
days. But 3.5 × 360 counted days (12 × 30) = 1,260. The 1,260 
counts the active months only, excluding Gate Days — exactly 
as the priestly system would reckon prophetic time. 

Daniel’s 2,300 days 2,300 ÷ 30 = 76.67 months. Fits the Zadokite framework where 
30-day months are the base unit of prophetic reckoning. Lunar 
reckoning produces fractional months with no clean resolution. 
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Appendix D   |   Study Guide Answer Key 
Study Guide Answer Key 

Model Answers for Instructors and Advanced Students 

These are not the only acceptable answers — they are reference answers for the key 
conceptual questions across all chapters. Use them to guide discussion, not to end it. 
  

Q:  Ch1 — Why does a structured Creator demand a fixed calendar? 
A:  A Creator whose signature is mathematical precision (DNA, Fibonacci, planetary orbits) 
would not design His most sacred timing system to depend on inconsistent human 
observation of an inconsistent light source. The lunar cycle cannot be trusted to govern all 
human time zones simultaneously. A clock built into creation would be calculable, not 
observational. 

  

Q:  Ch2 — What are the three weapons of Daniel 7:25? 
A:  Great words (compelling preaching that prevents examination), wearing out (social and 
emotional pressure that exhausts conviction), and the actual changing of appointed times. 
The first two create the conditions for the third. The only defense is knowledge of the 
original. 

  

Q:  Ch3 — Why is the Jubilee a 49-year cycle, not a 50-year cycle? 
A:  The Jubilee is announced in year 49 and takes effect in year 50. But year 50 is 
simultaneously year 1 of the next 49-year cycle. Counting 50-year blocks produces 
prophetic arithmetic that arrives at the wrong destination by over 200 years. The cycle is 7 
× 7 = 49, not 50. 

  

Q:  Ch5 — What is the basic structure of the Zadokite Calendar? 
A:  12 months of exactly 30 days each (360 counted days) + 4 intercalary Gate Days (one 
per quarter) = 364 total days = exactly 52 weeks with zero remainder. 

  

Q:  Ch7 — What is the difference between a sidereal day and a solar day? 
A:  A solar day is 24 hours (sun to sun). A sidereal day is 23 hours, 56 minutes, 4 seconds 
(star to star). The difference is 3 minutes and 56 seconds per day, accumulating to nearly 
one full day per year. Enoch counted by sidereal days. We count by solar days. 
Intercalation bridges the gap. 
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Q:  Ch9 — How does John 18–19 prove the calendar argument? 
A:  John shows the Pharisees had not yet eaten Passover when Yahshua was on trial — 
they would not enter the Praetorium to avoid defilement before the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (which begins the day after Passover). If Yahshua and the Pharisees were on the 
same calendar, they would have eaten Passover together. They were on different 
calendars. Yahshua kept the Zadokite date. The Pharisees kept a different date. 

  

Q:  Ch12 — What is the Jokers-in-the-Deck argument? 
A:  A standard deck has 52 playing cards + 2 jokers = 54 total cards. Most card games use 
only the 52 — the jokers exist but are outside the run of play. Intercalary Gate Days are the 
jokers: real, present, meaningful, but outside the month-day count. Remove them from the 
deck and the deck is incomplete. Ignore them in the year and the year drifts from the 
seasons. 

  

Q:  Ch19 — Why do the Sabbath dates differ from month to month? 
A:  Because the year contains four quarters, each with three months that begin on three 
different weekdays. Quarter 1 begins on Wednesday (Month 1, Day 1), so Month 1 
Sabbaths fall on Days 4, 11, 18, 25. Month 2 begins on Friday (after Month 1 ends 
Thursday and Gate Day intervenes), so Month 2 Sabbaths fall on Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. 
Month 3 begins on Sunday, so Month 3 Sabbaths fall on Days 7, 14, 21, 28. The pattern 
repeats for each quarter. The Sabbath is always Saturday — only the date changes by 
month position. This is the fixed architecture YAHWEH designed. The week never shifts. 
The month-day count shifts. 
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Appendix E 

Intercalation Cheat Sheet 
The One-Page Reference Every Zadokite Calendar Keeper Needs 

STEP 1: KNOW THE STRUCTURE 

The 364-Day Year 
12 months × 30 days = 360 
4 Gate Days (1 per quarter) = 4 
Total: 364 days = 52 exact weeks 

The Solar Year Drift 
Solar year = ~365.25 days 
Annual drift = ~1.25 days 
After ~6 years: ~7.5 days drift = add 1 week 

STEP 2: CONSULT THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS RECORD 

At the opening of the new year, identify which priestly course is serving Week 1 of Month 1. 
If the course in service matches the Dead Sea Scroll record 

(4Q319–4Q321) for this point in the cycle → You are ALIGNED. No 

intercalation needed. 
If the course in service does NOT match the Scroll record → 

INTERCALATION is required. Add one week and recheck. 

STEP 3: THE 6-YEAR CYCLE AT A GLANCE 

The math behind the cycle: 
52 weeks − 3 feast weeks (all courses serve) = 49 rotation weeks per year 
49 ÷ 24 courses = 2 remainder 1 (one extra week per year) 
After 6 years: 6 extra weeks = 1 full additional rotation of all 24 courses 
VERIFICATION: 49 × 6 = 294 weeks = 12 complete rotations of 24 courses (288 weeks) PLUS 6 drift 

weeks. Those 6 drift weeks are exactly what advance the year-opener through the 6-year cycle: Gamul 

(Y1) → Jedaiah (Y2) → Mijamin (Y3) → Shecaniah (Y4) → Jeshebeab (Y5) → Aphses (Y6). 

Intercalation absorbs accumulated drift to ensure Gamul opens Year 1 of every cycle. ✓ 
Result: Every 6 years, 294 rotation weeks accumulate — 12 complete rotations (288 

weeks) plus 6 drift weeks. The wheel never resets. The year-opener advances through the 

6-year cycle: Y1=Gamul, Y2=Jedaiah, Y3=Mijamin, Y4=Shecaniah, Y5=Jeshebeab, 

Y6=Aphses. Then intercalation absorbs the drift and Gamul opens Year 1 again. 

STEP 4: THE 24 COURSES IN ORDER 

YEAR-OPENING COURSES (Correct) 
✓ Course 22 — Gamul — opens Year 1 of every 

6-year priestly cycle 
ALL COURSES (1 Chronicles 24) 
1. Jehoiarib   2. Jedaiah    3. Harim 
4. Seorim      5. Malchijah  6. Mijamin 
7. Hakkoz      8. Abijah     9. Jeshua 
10. Shecaniah  11. Eliashib  12. Jakim 

THE ALIGNMENT PROBLEM 
✗ Course 22 — Gamul — correct when the Scroll 

record requires it; wrong only when it appears out 

of sequence 
If the course opening the year does not match the 

Mishmarot record for this year in the 6-year cycle, 

the intercalation is wrong. Recalculate against the 

Scroll record. 
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13. Huppah     14. Jeshebeab 15. Bilgah 
16. Immer      17. Hezir     18. Aphses 
19. Pethahiah  20. Jehezkel  21. Jachin 
22. GAMUL      23. Delaiah   24. Maaziah 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
You do not need to calculate drift. You do not need an equinox report. You do not need a 

barley sighting. You need one thing: the course in service must match the course the Dead 

Sea Scrolls record for this position in the 6-year cycle. The Mishmarot texts (4Q319–4Q321) 

are YAHWEH’s own built-in verification system — a thousand years of recorded history that 

tells you exactly which priest belongs at each new year and intercalation point. Consult the 

record. Align with it. That is the standard. 
PHOTOCOPY THIS PAGE. POST IT WHERE YOU KEEP YOUR CALENDAR. 
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THE ZADOKITE YEAR — 12 MONTH TRACKING 
PAGES 

One page per month. Sabbaths are pre-marked. Fill in feast notes, Sabbath observations, and 
any personal records for the year. 

HOW TO USE THESE PAGES 
Each page represents one month in the Zadokite year. The Sabbaths are pre-marked 
according to the locked Zadokite Sabbath structure: Months 1, 4, 7, 10 (Wed-start) → Days 
4, 11, 18, 25; Months 2, 5, 8, 11 (Fri-start) → Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Months 3, 6, 9, 12 
(Sun-start) → Days 7, 14, 21, 28. The Sabbath is always Saturday — only the calendar 
date changes by month position. The feasts for Months 1, 3, and 7 are pre-labeled. Every 
other month is clean for your own notes. After Months 3, 6, 9, and 12, a Gate Day banner 
appears — the sacred threshold between quarters. It is real, it is set apart, but it does not 
break the weekly count. Fill in the “Day 1 Begins On” field only in years where you have 
recalibrated. In the standard year, Day 1 always begins on Wednesday. 
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1 
Month 1: Aviv / Nisan 
Quarter 1  •  Spring  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 4, 11, 18, 
25 

Day 1 Begins On: 
WED 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

12 
____________ 
 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
PASSOVER 

15 
HIGH 
SABBATH​
ULB DAY 1 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
RESURRECTION 

SABBATH 
____________ 

 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
HIGH 
SABBATH​
ULB LAST 
DAY 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
____________ 
 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

26 
FIRSTFRUITS 
 

27 
____________ 
 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
___________

_ 

— — 
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Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
▶  Day 14 — Passover (Pesach) 
▶  Days 15–21 — Unleavened Bread 
▶  Day 18 — Resurrection Sabbath (weekly Sabbath inside Unleavened Bread)​
▶  Day 26 — Firstfruits / Count Start for Shavuot (Sunday) 

Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 1 starts Wednesday (Days 4, 11, 18, 25): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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2 
Month 2: Iyyar / Ziv 
Quarter 1  •  Spring  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30 

Day 1 Begins On: 
FRI 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
___________
_ 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

24 
____________ 
 

25 
____________ 
 

26 
___________

_ 

27 
___________

_ 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
SABBATH 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 
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Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 2 starts Friday (Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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3 
Month 3: Sivan 
Quarter 1  •  Spring  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 7, 14, 21, 
28 

Day 1 Begins On: 
SUN 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
7TH SABBATH​

EVE OF 
SHAVUOT 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 
15 

SHAVUOT​
SUNDAY 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
____________ 

 
 

19 
____________ 

 
 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
___________
_ 

26 
___________
_ 

27 
___________
_ 

28 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

29 
____________ 
 

30 
____________ 
 

— — — — — 
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★  GATE DAY 1  —  After Month 3  —  Closes Spring · Opens Summer  ★    
TUESDAY — Sacred Threshold Day. Not a Sabbath. Has no month-day number. 
Belongs to neither the quarter ending nor the quarter beginning. But it remains 
inside the continuous weekly sequence — the Sabbath rhythm advances 
unbroken across it. The day after this Gate Day is Wednesday, the first day of 
the next quarter. The hinge YAHWEH placed between the quarters. 
 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
▶  Day 14 — Weekly Sabbath​
▶  Day 15 — Shavuot (Feast of Weeks — always Sunday) 

Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 3 starts Sunday (Days 7, 14, 21, 28): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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4 
Month 4: Tammuz 
Quarter 2  •  Summer  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 4, 11, 18, 
25 

Day 1 Begins On: 
WED 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
___________
_ 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

26 
____________ 
 

27 
____________ 
 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
___________

_ 

— — 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 
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Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 4 starts Wednesday (Days 4, 11, 18, 25): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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5 
Month 5: Av 
Quarter 2  •  Summer  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 

Day 1 Begins On: 
FRI 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
___________
_ 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

24 
____________ 
 

25 
____________ 
 

26 
___________

_ 

27 
___________

_ 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
SABBATH 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 
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Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 5 starts Friday (Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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6 
Month 6: Elul 
Quarter 2  •  Summer  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 7, 14, 21, 
28 

Day 1 Begins On: 
SUN 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
___________
_ 

26 
___________
_ 

27 
___________
_ 

28 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

29 
____________ 
 

30 
____________ 
 

— — — — — 

  

★  GATE DAY 2  —  After Month 6  —  Closes Summer · Opens Autumn  ★    
TUESDAY — Sacred Threshold Day. Not a Sabbath. Has no month-day number. 
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Belongs to neither the quarter ending nor the quarter beginning. But it remains 
inside the continuous weekly sequence — the Sabbath rhythm advances 
unbroken across it. The day after this Gate Day is Wednesday, the first day of 
the next quarter. The hinge YAHWEH placed between the quarters. 
 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 

Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 6 starts Sunday (Days 7, 14, 21, 28): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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7 
Month 7: Tishri / Ethanim 
Quarter 3  •  Autumn  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 4, 11, 18, 
25 

Day 1 Begins On: 
WED 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
TRUMPETS​
HIGH 
SABBATH 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
ATONEMENT​
HIGH 
SABBATH 

11 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

12 
____________ 
 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
TABERNACLES 
DAY 1​
HIGH 
SABBATH 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

19 
____________ 
 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
TABERNACLES 
LAST DAY 

22 
LAST GREAT 
DAY​
HIGH 
SABBATH 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

26 
____________ 
 

27 
____________ 
 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
___________

_ 

— — 
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Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
▶  Day 1 — Trumpets (Yom Teruah) 
▶  Day 10 — Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
▶  Days 15–21 — Tabernacles (Sukkot) 
▶  Day 22 — Last Great Day 

Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 7 starts Wednesday (Days 4, 11, 18, 25): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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8 
Month 8: Cheshvan / Bul 
Quarter 3  •  Autumn  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 

Day 1 Begins On: 
FRI 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
___________
_ 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

24 
____________ 
 

25 
____________ 
 

26 
___________

_ 

27 
___________

_ 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
SABBATH 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 
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Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 8 starts Friday (Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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9 
Month 9: Kislev 
Quarter 3  •  Autumn  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 7, 14, 21, 
28 

Day 1 Begins On: 
SUN 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
___________
_ 

26 
___________
_ 

27 
___________
_ 

28 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

29 
____________ 
 

30 
____________ 
 

— — — — — 

  

★  GATE DAY 3  —  After Month 9  —  Closes Autumn · Opens Winter  ★    
TUESDAY — Sacred Threshold Day. Not a Sabbath. Has no month-day number. 
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Belongs to neither the quarter ending nor the quarter beginning. But it remains 
inside the continuous weekly sequence — the Sabbath rhythm advances 
unbroken across it. The day after this Gate Day is Wednesday, the first day of 
the next quarter. The hinge YAHWEH placed between the quarters. 
 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 

Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 9 starts Sunday (Days 7, 14, 21, 28): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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10 
Month 10: Tevet 
Quarter 4  •  Winter  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 4, 11, 18, 
25 

Day 1 Begins On: 
WED 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
___________
_ 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

26 
____________ 
 

27 
____________ 
 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
___________

_ 

— — 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 
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Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 10 starts Wednesday (Days 4, 11, 18, 25): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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11 
Month 11: Shevat 
Quarter 4  •  Winter  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30 

Day 1 Begins On: 
FRI 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

— 
 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
___________
_ 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
___________
_ 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
___________
_ 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
SABBATH 

____________ 
 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

24 
____________ 
 

25 
____________ 
 

26 
___________

_ 

27 
___________

_ 

28 
___________

_ 

29 
___________

_ 

30 
SABBATH 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 
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Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 11 starts Friday (Days 2, 9, 16, 23, 30): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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12 
Month 12: Adar 
Quarter 4  •  Winter  •  30 Days  •  Sabbaths: 7, 14, 21, 
28 

Day 1 Begins On: 
SUN 

  
Week 1 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

1 
___________
_ 

2 
___________
_ 

3 
___________
_ 

4 
___________
_ 

5 
___________
_ 

6 
___________
_ 

7 
SABBATH 

 
___________
_ 

  
Week 2 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

8 
___________
_ 

9 
___________
_ 

10 
___________
_ 

11 
___________
_ 

12 
___________
_ 

13 
___________
_ 

14 
SABBATH 

 
___________
_ 

  
Week 3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

15 
___________
_ 

16 
___________
_ 

17 
___________
_ 

18 
___________
_ 

19 
___________
_ 

20 
___________
_ 

21 
SABBATH 

 
___________
_ 

  
Week 4 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

22 
___________
_ 

23 
___________
_ 

24 
___________
_ 

25 
___________
_ 

26 
___________
_ 

27 
___________
_ 

28 
SABBATH 

 
___________
_ 

  
Week 5 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAB 

29 
____________ 
 

30 
____________ 
 

— — — — — 
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★  GATE DAY 4  —  After Month 12  —  Closes Year · Opens New Year  ★    
TUESDAY — Sacred Threshold Day. Not a Sabbath. Has no month-day number. 
Belongs to neither the quarter ending nor the quarter beginning. But it remains 
inside the continuous weekly sequence — the Sabbath rhythm advances 
unbroken across it. The day after this Gate Day is Wednesday, the first day of 
the next quarter. The hinge YAHWEH placed between the quarters. 
 

  

Moedim / Appointed Times This Month: 
No appointed times this month. 

Additional Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Sabbath Notes — Month 12 starts Sunday (Days 7, 14, 21, 28): 
Day 7:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 14:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 21:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Day 28:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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GATE DAY TRACKING PAGES — Use Once Per 
Quarter 

Four Gate Days per year — one between each quarter, belonging to neither. These pages are 
your quarterly checkpoint. Mark the checkboxes, run the verification, write your reflection. Do 

not skip the checklist. 
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★ 
GATE DAY 
The Seasonal Gate — A Sacred Hinge Day — Not a Sabbath ★ 

  

IDENTIFY THIS GATE DAY 

  
Gate Day #:    ☐  1    ☐  2    ☐  3    ☐  4   
Placed After Month #:    ☐  3    ☐  6    ☐  9    ☐  12   
Season Transition:    ☐  Spring → Summer    ☐  Summer → Autumn    ☐  Autumn → Winter    
☐  Winter → New Year   
  

WHAT THIS DAY IS 

 
This is a Gate Day— a sacred marker placed by design at the end of each quarter. It is a 
real day. It exists. It matters. But it is not counted as part of the monthly sequence, and it 
does not interrupt the weekly cycle. 

It is a hinge, not a week.    It is a marker, not a Sabbath. 

  

QUARTER VERIFICATION CHECKLIST — Do Not Skip 

  
1.  Quarter day count:  Month ____  (30)  +  Month ____  (30)  +  Month ____  (30)  +  Gate 
Day  (1)  =  91    ☐  Verified   
2.  Weeks in this quarter:  91 days ÷ 7 = 13 complete weeks    ☐  Verified   
3.  Sabbaths in this quarter fell on the following dates (Sabbath always = Saturday): 

  Wed-start month (M1/M4/M7/M10):  ☐ Day 4  ☐ Day 11  ☐ Day 18  ☐ Day 25​
  Fri-start month (M2/M5/M8/M11):  ☐ Day 2  ☐ Day 9  ☐ Day 16  ☐ Day 23  ☐ Day 30​
  Sun-start month (M3/M6/M9/M12):  ☐ Day 7  ☐ Day 14  ☐ Day 21  ☐ Day 28​
  ✔ All Sabbaths in this quarter accounted for? If yes, the quarter is clean.  ✔ All four 
accounted for? If yes, the quarter is clean. 

  

❖  "Jokers in the Deck" Reminder 
A standard deck has 52 cards. Some decks include jokers. Jokers are part of the 
deck — but they are not counted when you are counting toward a hand. This Gate 
Day is exactly like that: it is real, present, and part of the year — but it is not 
counted when you are counting toward an appointed time. It carries no month-day 
number. The weekly Sabbath rhythm still advances unbroken across it (Saturday is 
still Saturday), but no Holy Day count walks across it. Remove the jokers from the 
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deck and you have an incomplete deck. Ignore this Gate Day and you have an 
incomplete year. 

  

REFLECTION — Short, Not Flowery 

  
1.  What quarter just ended?  ☐ Q1 Spring   ☐ Q2 Summer   ☐ Q3 Autumn   ☐ Q4 Winter 
2.  What did this quarter teach you about YAHWEH’s order? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Are you aligned?    ☐  Yes    ☐  No    ☐  Not sure   
If “No” or “Not sure” — what is off?  
____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
  

NOTES / OBSERVATIONS 

  
▶  Weather / season indicators:  ______________________________________________ 
▶  Moedim preparation notes:  ______________________________________________ 
▶  Questions to research:  ______________________________________________ 
  

Optional Practice  —  Not a Commandment. A Suggestion. 
Choose one:    ☐  Extra prayer / thanksgiving    ☐  Extra study    ☐  Family review 
of the quarter    ☐  Calendar verification with another student   

  

★  PHOTOCOPY INSTRUCTION  ★ 

Photocopy this page 4 times — once for each Gate Day of the year.  Label each copy: 
Gate Day 1 (after Month 3), Gate Day 2 (after Month 6),  Gate Day 3 (after Month 9), 

and Gate Day 4 (after Month 12). 
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