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The Experiences of Women in the Soviet Union during 
World War II 
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This link takes you to a collection of 54 photographs taken by Boris Kudoyarov, a Soviet Jewish 
photojournalist. Kudoyarov’s photographs capture everyday life during the siege of Leningrad and the 
architectural destruction of the city. 
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This link, also from the Blavatnik Archive, takes you to a collection of veteran testimonies, along with 
photographs. 
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This link takes you to a database of photographs documenting the history of Russia from the 
mid-nineteenth century to the present. The database is constantly being updated and enlarged as 
museums, archives, and individuals upload additional resources. 
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This link takes you to a collection of Soviet ephemera, including postcards and posters, that reflect the 
shifting representations of women and their roles in Soviet society during the interwar period. 
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http://soviethistory.msu.edu/ 
 
This link takes you to a database of primary resources related to the history of the Soviet Union. The 
website also contains subject essays on a variety of events and topics, such as “Women in War Films,” 
that provide useful information and context.  
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Windows on War: Soviet Posters, 1943-1945 
http://windowsonwar.nottingham.ac.uk/ 
 
This link takes you to a large collection of Soviet propaganda posters located at the University of 
Nottingham. Students can explore the various motifs that were depicted in the wartime propaganda, 
including the role of women in the armed forces and on the home front. 
 
 
Veteran Testimonies and Ephemera at the Blavatnik Archive 
https://www.blavatnikarchive.org/collection/veteran-testimonies 
 
This link takes you to a collection of oral interviews with Russian-speaking Jewish men and women who 
fought in the Soviet armed forces and the partisans during World War Two. Although most of the 
interviews were conducted in Russian, some clips do contain English subtitles. 
 
 
Yahad in Unum 
https://www.yahadinunum.org/en 

 
Yahad in Unum is a French-based NGO whose mission is to document the massacres of Jews and Roma 
in Eastern Europe during World War Two. This link takes you to their website where an interactive map 
enables students to learn more about the Holocaust in Eastern Europe and hear the testimonies of 
witnesses who were interviewed by researchers from Yahad in Unum. 
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