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M6t phan luc cd bay ngang qua khinh khi cau do tham Trung Quéc sau khi ban rdi nd ngoai khai b bién
Surfside Beach, South Carolina, hdm 04/02/2023. (Anh: Randall Hill/Reuters)

Ngii Giac Dai cho biét quan ddi Hoa Ky da khai trién nhiém vu truc vét khinh khi cdu do tham Trung Qudc bi

chién dau co Hoa Ky ban ha hom 04/02.

HOm thi Bay (04/02), mét quan chlic quéc phong cao cap va mot quan chiic quan sy cao cap cho biét mot s6
tau Hai quan va Luc lugng Tuan duyén Hoa Ky da thiét lap vanh dai an ninh ngi khinh khi cau rdi, cach bd bién

South Carolina khodng 6 hai ly va dang tim kiém cac manh va.

“Ban chat ctia cdc manh v8 van dang dudc danh gia. Tuy nhién, cac phuong an truc vt sé tim cach thu hoi tat
ca cac manh v va bat ky vat liéu nao cé gia tri tinh bdo,” vi quan chic quéc phong nay cho biét. “Va ching toi

s& bao dam rang ching toi dang hgp tac chat ché véi FBI vé chudi hanh trinh khi ching téi lam nhu vay.”



Hai vi quan chiic nay d3 khdng dua ra udc tinh thdi gian truc vét sé& kéo dai bao lAu nhung luu y rdng nhiém vu

sé “kha dé dang” vi khinh khi cau rgi xung mét viing nudc nong.

Theo quan chlc quoc phong ké trén, viéc truc vét khinh khi cau sé€ cho phép cac nha phan tich kiém tra cac

thiét bi nhay cdm clia Trung Qudc.

“T6i cling mudn luu y rang mac du ching toi da thuc hién tat ca cac bién phap can thiét dé bao vé chdng lai
viéc thu thap thong tin nhay cdm cua khinh khi cau do tham ctia CHND Trung Hoa, nhung viéc khinh khi cau do
tham nay bay qua lanh thé Hoa Ky cé gia tri tinh bao d6i v8i ching téi,” vi quan chilic quéc phong cho biét, sit

dung tén viét tt clia Trung Qudc la Cédng hoa Nhan dan Trung Hoa.

“T6i khdng thé di sau han vao chi tiét, nhung ching téi da cé thé nghién ciu va xem xét k¥ ludng khinh khi cau
nay va thiét bi cia nd, diéu nay rat cé gia tri.”

Céc thd 13n clia Hai quan va mot tau truc vét thudce Bd Tu [énh Bic M§ clia Hoa Ky s& tham gia nd luc truc vét

nay, quan chilic quan su nay luu y.

“Chung t6i da kham pha ra cac thong sé ky thuat cda khinh khi cdu nay va kha nang do tham cda nd. Va téi
dodn rang néu ching t6i thanh céng trong viéc phuc hdi cac khia canh clia manh v, chiing tdi sé con kham

pha ra dugc nhiéu han nifa,” vi quan chlc quan sy nay noi.

Tong théng Joe Biden dén dé |én Khéng Luc M6t tai Can clf Luc lugng Phong khong Qudc gia Hancock Field &
Syracuse, New York, hdm 04/02/2023. (Anh: Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP via Getty Images)



Khinh khi cau

Quan chiic quéc phong cho biét Téng théng Joe Biden da ra lénh ban ha khinh khi cau, va mot chién dau co
F-22 Raptor tif Can cf Khdng quan Langley & Virginia dd ban mot hda tién AIM-9X Sidewinder vao khinh khi cau
nay ldc 2 gid 39 phut chiéu theo Gid Mién Dong, khién khinh khi cau rgi xuéng.

Theo quan chlc quéc phong, chiéc chién dau cd nay da khai hda & d6 cao 58,000 feet (khoang 17,678 mét),
trong khi khinh khi cau & d6 cao tir 60,000 dén 65,000 feet (khoang tuf 18,288 dén 19,812 mét) vao thgi diém dé.

Quan chiic quéc phong nay ciling cung cap méc thdi gian khi Ngili Giac Dai bat dau theo ddi khinh khi cau.
Khinh khi cau d3 di vao khu vuc phong khdng clia Hoa Ky & phia bac Quan dao Aleutian & Alaska hém 28/01,

sau dé di vao khong phan Canada hom 30/01, r6i quay trd lai khong phan Hoa Ky qua Idaho hom 31/01.

Khinh khi cdu dugc phat hién phia trén Montana — ndi c6 mét trong nhiing ham chifa hat nhan ctia Hoa Ky —
vao hém 02/02, ngay ma Tham vu Bao chi Ngii Giac Dai, Chuan tudng Pat Ryder tiét [0 su ton tai ctia khinh khi

N

cau.
Khinh khi cdu sau dé bay qua mot sé tiéu bang mién Trung Tay trudc khi di qua South Carolina.

Trong mét tuyén bé sau khi khinh khi cau bi ban ha, Bé trudng Quéc phong Lloyd Austin cho biét Ngii Gidc Dai
d3 loai tri kha nang ban rai khinh khi cau trén dat lién “do kich thudc va dé cao clia khinh khi cau cling nhu

trong tai do tham ctia n6,” diéu sé gay ra rui ro khong dang c6 cho ngudi dan trong mot khu vuc rong [8n.

Ong Austin luu y rang quyét dinh ban ha khinh khi cau nay “dugc dua ra vdi su phdi hgp va vdi su hd trg hoan

toan tu chinh pha Canada.”

Ba Anita Anand, Bd trudng Quéc phong Canada, cho biét trong mét tuyén bé rang Canada “hoan toan ing hd”

hanh dong clia Hoa Ky.



BG trudng Quoc phong Canada Anita Anand tham du Hoi nghi Bo trudng Quéc phong My Chau (CDMA) lan th
15 tai Brasilia, vao ngay 26/07/2022. (Anh: Evaristo Sa/AFP qua Getty Images)

Trung Quoc

Vi quan chiic quéc phong nay cling luu y rang day khong phai la khinh khi cau do tham dau tién cia Trung
Quéc bay qua Hoa Ky.

“Cac khinh khi cau do tham cuia chinh quyén CHND Trung Hoa d3 di qua luc dia Hoa Ky trong thdi gian ngan it
nhat ba [an dudi thgi chinh pha tién nhiém va mot [an ma ching t6i biét vao thdi ky dau clia chinh phd nay,

nhung chua bao gig trong thdi gian nay,” vi quan chlc quoc phong noi.

Quan chiic quéc phong nay ciing bac bé tuyén bé cia Trung Quéc rang khi cau [a mot khinh khi cau thdi tiét da

bi thoi bay léch hudng.

“Khinh khi cau do thadm nay di ngang qua Hoa Ky va Canada mét cach c6 chu dich. Va ching tdi tin rang né
dang tim cach giam sat cac dia diém quan su nhay cam. LS trinh clia n6 qua Hoa Ky, gan nhiéu dia diém nhay
cam tiém an, mau thuan vdi I6i giai thich cia chinh phd CHND Trung Hoa rang dé [a mot khinh khi cau thdi

tiét,” vi quan chlc quoc phong cho biét.
MGt khi cau do tham khac cia Trung Quéc da dudc phat hién di qua My Latinh.

“Nhitng khinh khi cau nay déu la mot phan cia ham ddi khinh khi cau ctia Trung Quoc dugc phat trién dé tién

hanh cac hoat dong do tham, cling vi pham chu quyén ctia cac quéc gia khac,” quan chlic quoc phong noi.


https://www.epochtimesviet.com/ngu-giac-dai-mot-khi-cau-gian-diep-khac-cua-trung-quoc-bay-qua-chau-my-latinh_357712.html

“Nhiing loai hoat dong nay thudng dudc thuc hién dudi chi lénh ctiia Quan Giai phong Nhan dan, hay PLA.
Trong vai nam qua, khinh khi cdu Trung Quéc trudc day da dudc phat hién & cac quéc gia trén khap nam chau
luc, bao gdm Bdng A, Nam A, va Au Chau. Su xam nhap ctia Trung Quéc vi pham chli quyén clia chiing ta va chu

quyén cta cac quoc gia khac la khéng thé chap nhan dugc.”

Phan hai viéc khinh khi cdu ctia minh bi ban ha, B6 Ngoai giao Trung Quéc da dua ra mot tuyén bé de doa tién

hanh diéu ma ho goi la “nhiing phan Ung ti€p theo.”

“Viéc st dung vii luc ctia Hoa Ky rd rang [a mot phan (ing thai qua,” bd nay tuyén b, trudc khi luu y rang Trung

Qudc “bao luu quyeén tién hanh cac phan Ung tiép theo néu can thiét.”

Trong mot bai dang trén Facebook hom 04/02, S8 Canh sat North Myrtle Beach cta South Carolina da canh

bao cu dan dia phuong rang mét sé “manh v3” clia khinh khi ciu “cé thé dat vao bd bién.”

S8 canh sat nay cho biét: “Néu mot manh dugc tim thay, vui long lién hé vdi cd quan chap phap dia phudng

cta quy vi dé thu hoi.”
Qudc hoi
Dan biéu Elissa Slotkin (Dan Chu-Michigan) viét trén Twitter hém 04/02 rang Dang Cong san Trung Qudc

(BCSTQ) phai d6i mat véi hau qua cua viéc xam pham khéng phan Hoa Ky.

“T6i rat vui vi ching ta da ban ha né ma khdng c6 nguy cd thuong vong dan su, nhung can phai cé nhiing hau
qua dai v8i DCSTQ ngoai viéc hodn chuyén cdng du [clia Ngoai trudng Antony Blinken] tdi Bac Kinh,” ba Slotkin
viét.

Ba luu y rang Hoa Ky can thuc hién cac budc dé chiing minh cho chinh quyén Trung Qudc thay “su nghiém

trong ctia cac hanh dong cta ho.”

“Cho du théng qua cac bién phap triing phat mdi hay han ché cling ran han déi véi hang xuat cang ctia Hoa Ky

sang Trung Quac, thi thong diép phai manh mé va ré rang,” ba Slotkin viét.

Ong Blinken ban dau du kién dén Trung Quéc hdm 05/02 trong chuyén cdng du hai ngay. Sau dd, 6ng hodn
chuyén di, n6i véi Trung Qudc rang hanh déng clia ho la “vé trdch nhiém” va “rd rang vi pham chu quyén cla

Hoa Ky.”



“Téi mong nhan dugc thdng bao nhanh chdng tu Chinh phi vé cac nang luc cda khinh khi cdu nay, va liéu cé

bat ky tai san nao bi gidm sat hay khéng va ké hoach ctia chiing téi dé ngan chan diéu nay xay ra trong tudng

lai,” ba Slotkin ndi.

Dan biéu Elissa Slotkin (Dan Chu-Michigan) trinh bay tai mét cudc van ddng tranh cf ma ba t6 chdic & East

Lansing, Michigan, vao ngay 16/10/2022. (Anh: Bill Pugliano/Getty Images)
Dan biéu Marc Molinaro (Cong Hoa-New York) cling kéu goi mét bao cdo nhanh chéng tu chinh phu.

“Chung ta can biét lam thé nao ma khinh khi cau nay c6 thé xam nhap khong phan cta ching ta, vat liéu nhay
cam nao ma no co thé da chup dudc va cach chidng ta ngan chan nhiing vi pham trong tudng lai,” 6ng viét
trong mot tuyén bo. “Toi kéu goi Chinh phi Téng thdng Biden t6 chiic mét cuéc hop c6 méat dé cac Thanh vién

Qudc hoi phiuc dap nhitng nghi van nay va dé xudng mét giai phap cho tuong lai.”

“Ching ta phai [am viéc cung nhau dé budc Trung Qudc phai chiu trach nhiém va bao vé tét han an ninh quéc

gia clia chingta.”

Frank Fang la mét ky gia tai Dai Loan. Anh dua tin vé Hoa Ky, Trung Quéc va Dai Loan. Anh ¢ bang Thac sivé

khoa hoc vat liéu tai Dai hoc Thanh Hoa & Dai Loan.
Nguyén Lé bién dich
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Naval Recovery Mission Underway to Find Chinese Spy Balloon’s Debris

By Erank Fang

The Chinese spy balloon drifts to the ocean after being shot down off the coast in Surfside Beach, S.C., on Feb.

4,2023. (Randall Hill/Reuters)

The U.S. military has started a recovery mission for the Chinese spy balloon shot down by a U.S. fighter jet on

Saturday afternoon, according to the Pentagon.

Several U.S. Navy and Coastal vessels established a security perimeter where the balloon fell, about six
nautical miles off the coast of South Carolina, and were searching for debris, a senior defense official and a

senior military official said on Feb. 4.

“The nature of the debris is still being assessed. But recovery options will seek to recover all debris and any
material of intelligence value,” the defense official said. “And we’ll make sure that we’re working closely with

the FBI on the chain of custody as we do so.”

The two officials did not give an estimate of how long the recovery will last but added that the mission should

be “fairly easy,” since the balloon came down in a shallow area of water.

The recovery of the balloon will allow analysts to examine sensitive Chinese equipment, according to the

defense official.


https://www.ntd.com/author/frank-fang
https://www.ntd.com/tag/chinese-spy-balloon.htm

“I would also note that while we took all necessary steps to protect against the PRC surveillance balloon’s
collection of sensitive information, the surveillance balloon’s overflight of U.S. territory was of intelligence

value to us,” the defense official said, using the acronym for the People’s Republic of China.

“I can’t go into more detail, but we were able to study and scrutinize the balloon and its equipment, which has

been valuable.”

Navy divers and a salvage vessel under U.S. Northern Command will join the recovery effort, the military

official added.

“We have learned technical things about this balloon and its surveillance capabilities. And | suspect if we are

successful in recovering aspects of the debris, we will learn even more,” the defense official added.

President Joe Biden arrives at Hagerstown Regional Airport in Hagerstown, Md., on Feb. 4, 2023. (Andrew

Caballero-Reynolds/AFP via Getty Images)
Balloon

President Joe Biden gave the order to shoot down the balloon, the defense official added, and an F-22 Raptor
fighter from Langley Air Force Base in Virginia fired an AIM-9X Sidewinder missile at the balloon at 2:39 p.m.

EST, causing the balloon to crash.

The fighter jet fired from an altitude of 58,000 feet, while the balloon at the time was between 60,000 and

65,000 feet, according to the defense official.



The defense official also provided a timeline of when the Pentagon began tracking the balloon. The balloon
entered the U.S. air defense zone north of the Aleutian Islands of Alaska on Jan. 28, then entered into

Canadian airspace on Jan. 30, and re-entered U.S. airspace over Idaho on Jan. 31.

The balloon was spotted above Montana—home to one of the U.S. nuclear silos—on Feb. 2, the day that the

Pentagon Press Secretary Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder revealed the existence of the balloon.

The balloon then flew over several Midwest states before passing over South Carolina.

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, in a statement after the balloon was shot down, said the Pentagon ruled out
downing the balloon over land “due to the size and altitude of the balloon and its surveillance payload,” which

would pose an “undue risk to people across a wide area.”

Austin added the decision to shoot down the balloon “was taken in coordination, and with the full support, of

the Canadian government.”

Anita Anand, Canada’s Minister of National Defense, said in a statement that Canada “unequivocally supports”

the U.S. action.

China

The defense official also noted that it was not the first Chinese surveillance balloon that had flown over the

United States.

“PRC government surveillance balloons transited the continental United States briefly at least three times
during the prior administration and once that we know of at the beginning of this administration, but never for

this duration of time,” the defense official added.

The defense official also rejected China’s claim that the balloon was a weather balloon that had been blown

off-course.

“This surveillance balloon purposefully traversed the United States and Canada. And we are confident it was
seeking to monitor sensitive military sites. Its route over the United States, near many potential sensitive sites,

contradicts the PRC government’s explanation that it was a weather balloon,” the defense official said.

Another Chinese spy balloon has been spotted transiting Latin America.


https://www.theepochtimes.com/pentagon-tracking-suspected-chinese-spy-balloon-over-northern-us_5030534.html
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“These balloons are all part of a PRC fleet of balloons developed to conduct surveillance operations, which

have also violated the sovereignty of other countries,” the defense official explained.

“These kinds of activities are often undertaken at the direction of the People’s Liberation Army, or PLA. Over
the past several years, Chinese balloons have previously been spotted over countries across five continents,
including in East Asia, South Asia, and Europe. PRC intrusions violating our sovereignty and the sovereignty of

other countries are unacceptable.”

In response to its balloon being shot down, China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a statement threatening

what it calls “further responses.”

“The U.S. use of force is a clear overreaction,” the ministry said, before adding China “reserves the right to

make further responses if necessary.”

South Carolina’s North Myrtle Beach Police Department, in a post on Facebook on Saturday, warned local

residents that some “pieces” of the balloon “may wash ashore.”

“If a piece is located please contact your local law enforcement agency for collection,” the police department

added.

Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) speaks in a file photo. (Zach Gibson/Getty Images)

Congress

Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) wrote on Twitter on Saturday that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) must face

consequences for its incursion of U.S. airspace.


https://twitter.com/RepSlotkin/status/1621959539884019712

“I’'m glad we shot it down now that there’s no risk of civilian casualties, but there need to be consequences for

the CCP beyond the postponement of [Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s] trip to Beijing,” Slotkin wrote.

She added that the United States needs to take steps to demonstrate to the Chinese regime “the seriousness
of their actions. Whether through new sanctions or tighter restrictions on U.S. exports to China, the message

needs to be loud and clear”

Blinken was originally scheduled to arrive in China on Feb. 5 for a two-day visit. He later postponed the trip,

telling China that its action was “irresponsible” and a “clear violation of U.S. sovereignty.”

“I look forward to receiving a briefing from the Admin on the balloon’s capabilities, what if any assets have

been surveilled, and our plan to stop this from happening in the future,” Slotkin said.
Rep. Marc Molinaro (R-N.Y.) also called for a briefing from the administration.

“We need to know how this balloon was able to penetrate our airspace, what sensitive material it was able to
capture, and how we will prevent future breaches,” he wrote in a statement. “I call on the Biden Administration

to hold a classified briefing for Members of Congress to answer these questions and propose a path forward.
“We must work together to hold China accountable and better protect our national security.”

https://www.ntd.com
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