
1517 Book & Movie Recs 
 

 

On Startup General  

Zero to One by Peter Thiel  

Why Startups Fail by Tom Eisenmann 

Paper Belt on Fire by Michael Gibson 

 

On Founding 

The Founder’s Dilemmas by Noam Wasserman 

How to Be a Founder by Alice Bentinck and Matt Clifford   

 

On Venture Capital 

Secrets of Sand Hill Road by Scott Kupor 

Venture Deals by Brad Feld 

The Power Law by Sebastian Mallaby    

Angel by Jason Calacanis 

The Business of Venture Capital by Mahendra Ramsinghani  

Breaking into Venture by Allison Baum Gates 

 The Venture Fund Blueprint by 1517 adviser, Shea Tate-Di Donn 

  

On Management 

High Output Management by Andrew Grove 

The Five Dysfunctions of a Team by Patrick Lencioni  

Creativity Inc. by Ed Catmull  

The Hard Thing About the Hard Things by Ben Horowitz 

Leadership, Strategy, and Tactics by Jocko Willink 

The Making of a Manager by Julie Zhuo 

Principles by Ray Dalio 

Measure What Matters by John Doerr 

Scaling People by Claire Hughes Johnston 

 

 

On Culture 

The Geek Way by Andrew McAfee 

Our Tribal Future: How to Channel Our Foundational Human Instincts Into a 

Force for Good by David R. Samson 

The Art of Community by Jono Bacon 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Zero-One-Notes-Startups-Future/dp/0804139296/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RGBFN3P8H0XW&keywords=Zero+to+one&qid=1704841736&s=books&sprefix=zero+to+one%2Cstripbooks%2C174&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Startups-Fail-Roadmap-Entrepreneurial/dp/0593137027/ref=sr_1_1?crid=237S0B20HGSWJ&keywords=why+startups+fail+by+tom+eisenmann&qid=1702494320&s=books&sprefix=Why+startups+%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/fgRZTTH
https://www.amazon.com/Founders-Dilemmas-Anticipating-Foundation-Entrepreneurship/dp/0691158304/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3EAMZKNARQC4K&keywords=founders+dilemma&qid=1702494021&s=books&sprefix=Founders+dil%2Cstripbooks%2C144&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Be-Founder-Entrepreneurs-Identify/dp/1472994345/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XVZTJUKCAONV&keywords=How+to+be+a+founder&qid=1704857762&sprefix=how+to+be+a+founde%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Secrets-Sand-Hill-Road-Capital_and/dp/0753553961/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1702493670&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Venture-Deals-Smarter-Lawyer-Capitalist/dp/1119594820/ref=pd_bxgy_d_sccl_1/139-9772411-8454442?pd_rd_w=QrCrR&content-id=amzn1.sym.839d7715-b862-4989-8f65-c6f9502d15f9&pf_rd_p=839d7715-b862-4989-8f65-c6f9502d15f9&pf_rd_r=5NDKDW43MW37JSA46W6B&pd_rd_wg=kEtHg&pd_rd_r=9f464364-3458-46ee-b5c4-24e7815321be&pd_rd_i=1119594820&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Law-Venture-Capital-Making/dp/052555999X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3POVOH3XTSFKU&keywords=the+power+law+sebastian+mallaby&qid=1704845125&s=books&sprefix=The+Power+Law+sebas%2Cstripbooks%2C168&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Angel-Invest-Technology-Startups-Timeless-Investor/dp/0062560700/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3LN4EVOQ9FIAS&keywords=angel+investing+Jason+calcanis&qid=1702493798&s=books&sprefix=angel+investing+jason+calcanis%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Business-Venture-Capital-Website-Structuring/dp/1119639689/ref=sr_1_1?crid=109OWQO01S868&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HbjBBHvuZGuF5YvBjWSdN_wNqkYa_D8yLOG0y-VUk-tKet02bEq8lLkCGRRHrWX6fErvs2ZPKBhsq-XQmnrN1w.PnHBCdUJG1O85DWsAwYMa1fV7dSN1bEdipD5xKbIyP8&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+business+of+venture+capital&qid=1704909310&sprefix=The+business+of+venture%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Into-Venture-Capitalist-Life-Changing/dp/1264698941/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GROZTJYEQF5N&keywords=breaking+into+venture+by+allison+baum+gates&qid=1681763930&sprefix=breaking+into+venture+by+allison+baum+gates%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://amzn.to/3YkMF7E
https://www.amazon.com/High-Output-Management-Andrew-Grove/dp/0679762884/ref=sr_1_1?crid=38N58NSJZD2Z0&keywords=high+output+management&qid=1704842980&s=books&sprefix=HIgh+out%2Cstripbooks%2C134&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0787960756/ref=ox_sc_act_title_6?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Creativity-Inc-Expanded-Overcoming-Inspiration/dp/0593594649/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YQ76KZBZOWAE&keywords=creativity+inc&qid=1706637979&sprefix=Creativity+%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hard-Thing-About-Things-Building/dp/0062273205/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1MWN1EJ1HUA7Q&keywords=hard+thing+about+hard+things+horowitz&qid=1704844121&s=books&sprefix=Hard+thing%2Cstripbooks%2C147&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Leadership-Strategy-Tactics-Manual-Expanded/dp/1250334799/ref=sr_1_3?crid=351D0IXXWTRD5&keywords=jocko+willink&qid=1704843386&s=books&sprefix=Jocko+%2Cstripbooks%2C131&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Manager-What-Everyone-Looks/dp/0735219567/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3VC3AI216B4N2&keywords=the+making+of+a+manager&qid=1704845349&s=books&sprefix=the+making+of+a+ma%2Cstripbooks%2C151&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Principles-Life-Work-Ray-Dalio/dp/1501124021/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3A0LOI6HU6QOA&keywords=ray+dalio+principles&qid=1704863864&sprefix=Ray+Dalio%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Measure-What-Matters-audiobook/dp/B07BMJ4L1S/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3AL1CUW63S3YO&keywords=measure+what+matters&qid=1705023553&s=books&sprefix=measure+w%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Scaling-People-Tactics-Management-Building-ebook/dp/B0BRYQJ49K
https://www.amazon.com/Geek-Way-Radical-Transforming-Business/dp/0316436704/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WI743631GUK2&keywords=the+geek+way&qid=1704842495&s=books&sprefix=the+geek+way%2Cstripbooks%2C154&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Our-Tribal-Future-Foundational-Instincts/dp/1250272246/ref=sr_1_1?crid=118VOBQZQ7FIH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gJaEwFAkDEQGBadQ_vrvQpY-RAxwCNCknsAel47V5Q3XdR1SXoVcL-6VKX9WxZyT-TJXs9v3Jem7YC-uchUnT8MrPGkoCvtt0O9W74hcep9iQhBDmz5UoF_FJuiq-l1jDkV4zjQBgSE5AoF9_jSP-mZJKMT6dlgJCEetUEPqJTSlOYZXv_zEG2_K-4Nr9xnaHF_0mktxd4X3qVKfzUNzutQZt3-M5kN7xF4BxeLZp7Y.thMnKJH6FRIgIDUWt98mOGRyt55DCDW9PCDLPlYG24Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=Our+Tribal+Future%3A+How+to+Channel&qid=1725322240&sprefix=our+tribal+future+how+to+channel%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://a.co/d/dFiTqt2


On Biz Strategy 

7 Powers: The Foundations of Business Strategy by Hamilton Helmer  

  

 

On the Production Process 

The Origins of Efficiency by Brian Potter 

 

On Customer Discovery 

The Mom Test: How to Talk to Customers and Learn if Your Business is a Good 

Idea When Everyone is Lying to You by Rob Fitzpatrick 

 

On Sales 

The Challenger Sale by Matthew Dixon  

Spin Selling by Neil Rackham 

The New Strategic Selling by Robert B. Miller   

You Can’t Teach a Kid to Ride a Bike at a Seminar by David Sandler 

The Champion Sale by Richard Rivera  

 

On Marketing & Branding 

Different: Escaping the Competitive Herd by Youngme Moon 

The Brand Gap by Marty Neumeier  

Alchemy: The Dark Art and Science of Creating Magic in Brands, Business, and 

Life by Rory Southerland  

The Power of Glamour: Longing and the Art of Visual Persuasion by Virginia 

Postrel  

Trust Me, I’m Lying: Confessions of a Media Manipulator by Ryan Holiday 

 

On Advertising  

Ogilvy on Advertising by David Ogilvy  

The Wizard of Ads by Roy Williams 

Influence: the Psychology of Persuasion by Robert Cialdini 

 

On Hiring 

Talent by Tyler Cowen  

The Talent War by Mike Saraille  

 

On Firing 

Firing Well by Matt Mochary 

 

On Scaling 

Blitzscaling by Reid Hoffman    

https://www.amazon.com/7-Powers-Foundations-Business-Strategy/dp/0998116319/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IT6B0KLQ68VA&keywords=7+powers+hamilton+helmer&qid=1704846103&sprefix=7+powers+%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mom-Test-customers-business-everyone/dp/1492180742/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2FAZ1Q1UBVVP4&keywords=Mom+Test&qid=1704842881&s=books&sprefix=mom+test%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Challenger-Sale-Control-Customer-Conversation/dp/1591844355/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28X68PUWB42KW&keywords=The+Challenger+Sale&qid=1704856103&sprefix=the+challenger+sale%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/SPIN-Selling-Neil-Rackham/dp/0070511136/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1K5FK7XF8FH7O&keywords=spin+selling+by+neil+rackham&qid=1704843796&s=books&sprefix=Spin+Sell%2Cstripbooks%2C133&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Strategic-Selling-Successful-Companies/dp/044669519X/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=vTaAo&content-id=amzn1.sym.0fb2cce1-1ca4-439a-844b-8ad0b1fb77f7&pf_rd_p=0fb2cce1-1ca4-439a-844b-8ad0b1fb77f7&pf_rd_r=134-3018003-6908124&pd_rd_wg=25l4a&pd_rd_r=9abbfa76-4b61-44a1-a6b2-3ee24c433e6d&ref_=aufs_ap_sc_dsk
https://www.amazon.com/Cant-Teach-Ride-Bike-Seminar/dp/0071847820
https://www.amazon.com/CHAMPION-SELL-L-I-T-Building-Champions/dp/B0BV415V9M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3LD18U1ABDY9P&keywords=The+Champion+Sell&qid=1704856206&s=books&sprefix=the+champion+sell%2Cstripbooks%2C132&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Escaping-Competitive-Youngme-Moon/dp/030746086X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22JN1FEK5KFIQ&keywords=different+escaping+the+competitive+herd&qid=1704843242&s=books&sprefix=Different%3A+escap%2Cstripbooks%2C132&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brand-Gap-Distance-Business-Strategy/dp/0321348109/ref=sr_1_1?crid=T5KM0S5FS1OJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.zWuHsEiHhtMaomnS8pR2b_Vf3Hl59cyHHSdFrjv6fc0iIUXNiNeTmaJwIw5jchMvlUdApStIMjptzvdB4zWcubu4cQ-eyJBaYGFusRYWL4-Ay__4kcvMpLaptKXD_ZsG5dpaLL8-fWvpv0uta1uqrWmnuRUIR0X88jGAYYS4h2Lau0Ibl-BQfxO2h6iYLcNaqhtNLV0txHlMmLrnCZkRrJIaw66vegEjwrYCEsqhRVk.c4TLav5FgIOYiQDmx0zDf_fORf8qyI741pmQmldwcBY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+brand+gap&qid=1738078165&sprefix=The+Brand+%2Caps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Alchemy-Curious-Science-Creating-Business/dp/0062388428/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FHPAAL6UPH0K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-hIXzgRG3NJKQKUOgUbkdS5FwOu8um0tSqkbeVSr_nPIlkummllCu5lV8WLWInd0_6FhvGV2DUPWs2vKZN4MvQ.u0LCufCk80R8csBc4TSqKfKUGYDk4Ow9bEAeGDgT2NA&dib_tag=se&keywords=alchemy+rory+sutherland&qid=1704909403&sprefix=Alchemy+%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Glamour-Longing-Visual-Persuasion/dp/1416561110/ref=sr_1_1?crid=UDQU60SOC6D8&keywords=Glamour+virginia+Postrel&qid=1704843942&s=books&sprefix=glamour+virginia+postrel%2Cstripbooks%2C152&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Trust-Me-Lying-Confessions-Manipulator/dp/1591846285
https://www.amazon.com/Ogilvy-Advertising-David/dp/039472903X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36HRI18NC1KR2&keywords=ogilvy+on+advertising&qid=1704843324&s=books&sprefix=Ogilv%2Cstripbooks%2C132&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wizard-Ads-Turning-Dreamers-Millionaires/dp/1885167296/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ITBVGZZJ17PI&keywords=Wizard+of+ads&qid=1704844031&s=books&sprefix=wizard+of+ads%2Cstripbooks%2C144&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Influence-New-Expanded-Psychology-Persuasion/dp/0062937650/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OPI3H2WN0UV0&keywords=influence+by+robert+cialdini&qid=1704844161&s=books&sprefix=Influe%2Cstripbooks%2C131&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Talent-Identify-Energizers-Creatives-Winners/dp/1250275814/ref=sr_1_1?crid=19L43MXORAF74&keywords=talent+tyler+cowen&qid=1704845478&s=books&sprefix=Talent+Tyler%2Cstripbooks%2C138&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Talent-War-Special-Operations-Organizations/dp/1544515561/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2TIPN8W578XCX&keywords=talent+Wars&qid=1704858018&sprefix=talent+wars%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J3c8lGMzPJXMMSWNIh7UCsv-_4qKYZkrkwloIbu3BW8/mobilebasic
https://www.amazon.com/Blitzscaling-Lightning-Fast-Building-Massively-Companies/dp/1524761419/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DX78THC3T956&keywords=Blitzscaling&qid=1704844563&s=books&sprefix=blitzscaling%2Cstripbooks%2C170&sr=1-1


High Growth Handbook by Elad Gil 

 

On Valuation 

The Little Book of Valuation by Aswath Damodaran 

 

On Decision-Making Under Uncertainty 

Thinking in Bets by Annie Duke 

Decision Quality by Carl Spetzler & Hannah Winter 

The Success Equation: Untangling Skill & Luck in Sports, Business, and Investing  

by Michael Mauboussin  

The Art of Clear Thinking: A Stealth Fighter Pilot’s Timeless Rules for Making 

Tough Decisions by Hasard Lee 

On the Edge: The Art of Risking Everything by Nate Silver  

Clear Thinking by Shane Parrish 

Poor Charlie’s Almanac: The Wit and Wisdom of Charlie Munger  

Six Thinking Hats by Edward De Bono 

Controlling Risk by Jim Wetherbee  

 

On Negotiating 

Getting to Yes by Roger Fisher 

Never Split the Difference by Chris Voss 

 

On Tough Conversations 

Crucial Conversations by Joseph Grenny et alii  

Difficult Conversations by Douglas Stone et alii  

 

On how to Fight w/ Your Cofounders 

Fight Right by Julie Swartz Gottman and John Gottman 

 

On the Inner Game 

How Champions Think in Sports and Life by Bob Rotella  

High Agency - essay by George Mack 

 

On Personal Development/Leadership 

Be Useful by Arnold Schwarzenegger 

The Art of Asking by Amanda Palmer 

When Things Fall Apart by Pema Chodron 

Atomic Habits by James Clear 

Awaken the Giant Within by Tony Robbins 

The Art of Possibility by the Zanders 

Hidden Potential by Adam Grant 

https://press.stripe.com/high-growth-handbook
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Book-Valuation-Company-Profit/dp/1118004779/ref=sr_1_1?crid=T4AX7FL2J4E5&keywords=little+book+of+valuation+by+aswath+damodaran&qid=1704857869&sprefix=Little+Book+of+valu%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Bets-Making-Smarter-Decisions/dp/0735216371/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VMQSRLMK2C87&keywords=Thinking+in+bets&qid=1704842542&s=books&sprefix=thinking+in+bet%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Decision-Quality-Creation-Business-Decisions/dp/1119144671/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3KJDM5GSQF5IZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZhuFRs6LsynXtcLgceBfdVFFOLE5yp0-Zz30swNI8NycfVjSQTdQ2DAoRc8Ur1V7331so-ZzNtE24fiUNVwpZ9Kz5TWDuWT2W7lozUJIpx6YdeAgXel17FeSdiSHIhwkC2r6B1pzCy9Y7uuTmgfaQTaAyhpdCAjR63nFUA6apXuW6GPLvpQLG1tsjlkzndfl9pNu3uBAGZUHn5X1k11TYmZpTtvhAskXb-KS_bpcDFU.GSIYrF6HyU_Ia6iGC19xkQK9exT6xGN2IfwrAAp5lqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=Decision+Quality&qid=1723743685&sprefix=decision+quality%2Caps%2C208&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Success-Equation-Untangling-Business-Investing/dp/1422184234/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1704842598&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Clear-Thinking-Timeless-Decisions/dp/125028144X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2DR3IA23KJJEF&keywords=the+art+of+thinking+clearly&qid=1704845187&s=books&sprefix=art+of+thinki%2Cstripbooks%2C156&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Edge-Art-Risking-Everything/dp/1594204128/ref=sr_1_1?crid=9C56FAKKQV4I&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eiBEBlgxiTwQb6oBw15c8h0Fp5fPJUqYmsa5_qxpgO8AQ6rLNDVC3p5fk7G9hKSwJJ6wRqvzPRh3fMXe6ZiWcfsUTaKj-MU4O7FHvIGa_XZDxt4dn6-I8F3Y-mOJ0HL96lkygMo5JENuLyY7rMLmqvj3Uxm17Yba71aNpvUUImPLCLFfTyEEsYH_I87mGcCClM_ZJdaasCqhfxKm9IiKFjjL3SBEIHP1wTohTCDuA1I.9erT2In66l61WxqNbWJcARjl4EHnQRASdCpZzrjdM5U&dib_tag=se&keywords=On+the+Edge&qid=1725322366&sprefix=on+the+edge%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Clear-Thinking-Turning-Ordinary-Extraordinary/dp/0593086112/ref=asc_df_0593086112/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=647202668634&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=3087860492174359899&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9032174&hvtargid=pla-1949160081729&psc=1&mcid=21a573052a3b3959bbd9d3fa5e92ac3a
https://press.stripe.com/poor-charlies-almanack
https://www.amazon.com/Six-Thinking-Hats-Essential-Management/dp/B004IIENVW/ref=asc_df_B004IIENVW/?hvadid=675738092585&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl&hvlocint&hvlocphy=9030005&hvnetw=g&hvpone&hvpos&hvptwo&hvqmt&hvrand=12823965020033336488&hvtargid=pla-2248538304137&linkCode=df0&mcid=723c427131653fba9a0688047d0c821f&psc=1&tag=hyprod-20
https://www.amazon.com/Controlling-Risk-Techniques-Operating-Excellence/dp/1630479500
https://www.amazon.com/Getting-Yes-Negotiating-Agreement-Without/dp/0143118757/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HGBXE9VYTXVO&keywords=getting+to+yes&qid=1704844257&s=books&sprefix=getting+t%2Cstripbooks%2C180&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Never-Split-Difference-Negotiating-Depended/dp/0062407805/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZOUN8ZTI8ULM&keywords=never+split+the+difference+chris+voss&qid=1704844313&s=books&sprefix=never+sp%2Cstripbooks%2C135&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Crucial-Conversations-Tools-Talking-Stakes/dp/1260474186/ref=sr_1_1?crid=OL4L4Z3UTIBF&keywords=crucial+conversations&qid=1706542410&sprefix=crucial+conversations%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Difficult-Conversations-Discuss-What-Matters/dp/014313759X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14R2AL17PP4CQ&keywords=difficult+conversations&qid=1706542366&sprefix=Difficult%2Caps%2C150&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fight-Right-Successful-Conflict-Connection/dp/0593579658/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3JWSJW5GQ1SQ1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3ozC5PFTyLqVStz-GM6sgeyDvBH3LQq-L_nwBIWy0C9_zvloloBwwIiW3o8tUOqXOngY7ol6SkPNNq2FYl-_FODt-rbDx4pZK-MZRruhiCClhQs9sIWpapikgb8TLeAbjmZHQVZdxBo2aXUP7KZIzC3tGJYIuo-SPlw14e4XTBENEX0kUcYl78s0rF1YCFMVQ2i4CPy0ijZsrKqaArY4AUjQrX5pDdccAttgyGdtVsE.1MrAlSnl2BTtkC77FAYfWLkpVIHbkJWvRNqDdelnl24&dib_tag=se&keywords=fight+right+book+gottman&qid=1719025015&sprefix=Fight+right%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Champions-Think-Sports-Life/dp/1476788642/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DPNCSNWHJM26&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.W2dlCaBEmDaZPWJZhA8BKdmLf5Zd8sOaUMk7rQMWCpPIhmFGqQQp6lVDvtavPLweC3kCSx837HbZNs9AsXQ1nA.7KA8J4Ssw0b-fgVztbe9f_sGv2zI0YuTbsEePTOih7o&dib_tag=se&keywords=how+champions+think+by+dr.+bob+rotella&qid=1746851396&sprefix=how+champions+%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.highagency.com/
https://a.co/d/cFKvtP4
https://a.co/d/dvXYET1
https://a.co/d/46WQN6h
https://a.co/d/c9UJKPK
https://a.co/d/aUgiOEc
https://www.amazon.com/The-Art-of-Possibility-audiobook/dp/B004HY9254/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1X6YVTVP5HIUU&keywords=the+art+of+possibility&qid=1704852769&sprefix=the+art+of+possi%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=hidden+potential+adam+grant&i=stripbooks&crid=2VV4RCZCVTBGS&sprefix=hidden%2Cstripbooks%2C221&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_6


Tools of Titans by Tim Ferriss 

The Great Mental Models by Farnam Street 

The Way of the Warrior Kid by Jocko Willink    

 

 

On Reading People 

Read People Like a Book by Patrick King 

Six-Minute X-Ray by Chase Hughes 

What Every Body is Saying by Joe Navarro 

Work Like a Spy by J.C. Carleson  

 

On Running a Board 

Boards That Lead: When to Take Charge, When to Partner, and When to Stay Out 

of the Way by Ram Charan et alii.    

 

On Specific People & Companies - the Case Study 

Elon Musk by Walter Isaacson 

Liftoff: Elon Musk and the Desperate Early Days That Launched SpaceX by Eric 

Berger  

Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson 

Becoming Steve Jobs by Brett Schlender and Rick Tetzeli   

The Founders by Jimmy Soni 

The NVIDIA Way by Tae Kim 

The Soul of a New Machine by Tracy Kidder 

Enzo Ferrari by Brock Yates 

Moneyball by Michael Lewis 

Open Heart: A Cardiac Surgeon’s Stories of Life or Death on the Operating Table 

by Stephen Westaby 

My Life and Work by Henry Ford  

Softwar: An Intimate Portrait of Larry Ellison and Oracle by Matthew Symonds  

Direct from Dell by Michael Dell 

The HP Way by David Packard 

Made in Japan: Akio Morita and Sony by Akio Morita 

Grinding it Out: The Making of McDonalds by Ray Kroc 

Sons of Wichita: the Koch Brothers by Daniel Schulman 

Founders at Work by Jessica Livingston 

 

On Biotech 

FDA Regulatory Affairs, edited by David Mantus and Douglas Pisano 

For Blood and Money: Billionaires, Biotech, and the Quest for a Blockbuster Drug 

by Nathan Vardi 

https://www.amazon.com/Tools-Titans-Billionaires-World-Class-Performers/dp/B082VKY29Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3LE4B0RQV40LR&keywords=tools+of+titans&qid=1705023613&s=audible&sprefix=tools+of+titans%2Caudible%2C114&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07P7XZKY6?plink=VoFDgQFhFYQM5uoB&pf_rd_r=BN3T3GS26H3VX0A7322H&pf_rd_p=92bc0a08-42b4-4e3c-9742-4ae96f87e049&ref_=adblp13nvvxx_0_0_ti
https://www.amazon.com/Way-Warrior-Kid-Wimpy-Novel/dp/1250158613/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29QM55IAQVEOB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WX2zhorDUnqFM09KM3WMwA1xNfBEc1iV2C5voKOZ97rkMV6wnGcZ19T7Ht0fxMLxUnRwxwtIWboQb41gSyf2sGZGQC7J0JeNsvRC9pzlxH5MG7dl0XlBWinroDaNujEhwnluOntD88_3DO_-5k-TOkoiZCRm6rjj-pbdg26EucSAvR5G8uWIAuO8T_aclVWbgEVAEka1tLGpxkkkktsUTUUmWDgNbtF8DQIL8THAoHA.jFy99cjQLPQgCS0rhze69CX7a0OBl_x2WfFQB37igCw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Way+of+the+Warrior+Kid&qid=1718993125&sprefix=the+way+of+the+warrior+kid%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Read-People-Like-Book-Charismatic/dp/B08QBB3MTG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1881ZE0O38H5P&keywords=read+people+like+a+book&qid=1704843638&s=books&sprefix=Read+People+%2Cstripbooks%2C138&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1735141607?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title
https://www.amazon.com/What-Every-Body-Saying-Speed-Reading/dp/0061438294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1K832E66SKMZS&keywords=what+everybody+is+saying+by+joe+navarro+in+english&qid=1704843730&s=books&sprefix=What+Every%2Cstripbooks%2C136&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1591843537/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=A27RFM5Q6M9965&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Boards-That-Lead-Charge-Partner/dp/1422144054/ref=sr_1_1?crid=I2Y9A95M5A72&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SGGv5-Q4aaCUEPnkiWsxL1Vv20zB69bHFxMAA9MJgVEZ09R5zUDRZmKYgake6IyNHXjubP8Q926gMUNHWcJrfmtzsaLYwoeEkwjsoQnK8A5cSggcGUA7_t3hSHU5gNu2xE_BqwpToZQ07sHxp9M45a2Gu5P5aSmvoGfRCtShlybTRhdrjsDjIZEPhbJg4Dun1-9PkCW09dp2F_3ukoYxi3USYzaxlBMIOwt8YzxWEDs.-Mv8T7EbbsCnoO0zN9WKEztTT1vQoHUdKJbPww3Lvvg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Boards+that+lead&qid=1743612854&sprefix=boards+that+lead%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elon-Musk-Walter-Isaacson/dp/1982181281/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29GWUZ21L61SU&keywords=elon+musk+walter+isaacson&qid=1704842061&s=books&sprefix=Elon+Musk%2Cstripbooks%2C154&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Liftoff-Desperate-Early-Launched-SpaceX/dp/0062979981/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3KWV0V889D8SH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.diWe7hqa5dZC4rgExSoEn1uCRs9jRvGGeerGeCV0FkLp-4YDCUG1xiJ1VQ6RwmYnFTquG2CiTcuZLxqf3Kejdus-LNF4vt0ZAykFKGR3NalWAIrHMxuui2niaNTEX9urqRmWEWRCOuuv7pDTe3FuAjsD9BYubkQWz_o2huhY3BY.AnTtu4YXfGk614swoZlWZX-8owr079u9qx0cpiw6CYc&dib_tag=se&keywords=liftoff+eric+berger&qid=1738077686&sprefix=Liftoff+%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Steve-Jobs-Walter-Isaacson/dp/1982176865/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2C9Q7XQQAYCW7&keywords=steve+jobs+by+walter+isaacson&qid=1704842104&s=books&sprefix=Steve+Job%2Cstripbooks%2C135&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Steve-Jobs-Evolution-Visionary/dp/0385347421/ref=sr_1_1?crid=27LSW9S78UZHQ&keywords=becoming+steve+jobs+book&qid=1706637727&sprefix=Becoing+Steve+%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Founders-Paypal-Entrepreneurs-Shaped-Silicon/dp/150119724X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1702494231&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DNRPF51L/?bestFormat=true&k=the%20nvidia%20way&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_9&crid=3GJ6Z7S5UCNZG&sprefix=The%20nvidi
https://www.amazon.com/Soul-New-Machine-Tracy-Kidder/dp/0316491977/ref=sr_1_1?crid=609Q7UT5G2H7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6L-XT3UfQsQjauD5czsu9413ZwOYe6ki0sVmolfN8Y6iYEiVB5HfT4qHNGwSwmcoNL0_lZZCUzhZgTJv5IY0vH660XuY79xhpkiq1OKlQik8K27IicWrh737cq69BiHKooM_SyKKRrJMi8pRC-5UN6ZZfI_QVT0DUjXwdoTOKHoHoFVSpWcAuZqffwUInb5PZWjcv8cNwuqLtpNnA8xGlQKjEvOYMYUMS6-YGJGxjeE.lTJE5QfJrdEHAdk4jtPh3h0EQt9ztzfOFS2PC1J2i-s&dib_tag=se&keywords=soul+of+a+new+machine&qid=1738333339&sprefix=Soul+of+a+new+m%2Caps%2C113&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enzo-Ferrari-Movie-Tie-Machine/dp/0399588612/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32ZC98YMAQWKD&keywords=enzo+ferrari+the+man+and+the+machine&qid=1704842316&s=books&sprefix=Enzo+f%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Moneyball-Art-Winning-Unfair-Game/dp/0393324818/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22U28SKCAT5U4&keywords=Moneyball&qid=1704842417&s=books&sprefix=moneyball%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Heart-Cardiac-Surgeon%C2%92s-Operating/dp/046509483X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=E0HUZF8W05TX&keywords=Stephen+Westaby&qid=1704842726&s=books&sprefix=stephen+westaby%2Cstripbooks%2C191&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Work-Worlds-Best-Autobiography/dp/1946278009/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26ZR3XU5MM964&keywords=my+life+and+work+henry+ford&qid=1706121859&sprefix=My+Life+and+Work%2Caps%2C158&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Softwar-Intimate-Portrait-Ellison-Oracle/dp/0743225058/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1VPH4CSXQH7P8&keywords=softwar+matthew+symonds&qid=1706122031&sprefix=softwar+mathew+%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Direct-Dell-Strategies-Revolutionized-Essentials/dp/0060845724/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18SCIVKXI7UZJ&keywords=direct+from+dell+by+michael+dell&qid=1706122248&sprefix=Direct+from+Dell+%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/HP-Way-Hewlett-Business-Essentials/dp/0060845791/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1FSQ1BUDBT9T3&keywords=the+hp+way+book&qid=1706122298&sprefix=The+HP+Way%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Made-Japan-Akio-Morita-Sony/dp/0525244654/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CMOW34C3VBIH&keywords=made+in+japan+akio+morita+and+sony&qid=1706638414&sprefix=sony+morit%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01FQQMMCG/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1455518727/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Founders-Work-Stories-Startups-Early/dp/1430210788
https://www.amazon.com/FDA-Regulatory-Affairs-Douglas-Pisano/dp/1032920548/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5F4QN25V8Y6R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tFJWs4ZJ7WlaRQ1YqclxuQ.RZhgN9HrP0jK-n8_oYqgTrrBeN2ZNr8FmP8NQey63TE&dib_tag=se&keywords=FDA+Regulatory+Affairs%2C+edited+by+David+Mantus&qid=1743610793&sprefix=fda+regulatory+affairs%2C+edited+by+david+mantus%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0393540952/?bestFormat=true&k=for%20blood%20and%20money&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_9&crid=2ZH1Q54HVQ2A1&sprefix=For%20blood


In Pursuit of Unicorns: A Journey Through 50 Years of Biotechnology by Tim 

Harris 

Building Backwards to Biotech by Stephanie Wisner  

From Breakthrough to Blockbuster: the Business of Biotechnology by Donald 

Drakeman  

 

On Inspiring Science Fiction, Deep Tech, and Scientific Discovery 

The Problem of Increasing Human Energy by Nikola Tesla 

Surely You’re Joking Mr. Feynman by Richard Feynman 

The Diamond Age by Neal Stephenson  

The Culture Series by Iain Banks 

The Expanse by James S. A. Corey 

The Martian by Andy Weir   

The Second Kind of Impossible by Paul Steinhardt 

Infinite in All Directions by Freeman Dyson  

The Beginning of Infinity by David Deutsch  

 

Movies that Inspire Us at 1517 

​ Jerry Maguire 

​ Back to the Future 

​ Real Genius 

The Aaron Sorkin Biz Trilogy: Social Network, Moneyball, Steve Jobs 

​ The X-Men Series 

​ Ghostbusters 

​ Short Circuit 

​ Cocoon 

​ Batteries Not Included 

​ The Incredibles 

​ Almost Famous 

​ Ocean’s 11 

 

Biographies of Inspiring Artists, Poets, & Scientists 

John & Paul: A Love Story in Songs by Ian Leslie 

 

Patrick Collison’s Book List for Silicon Valley’s Canon  

 

On Existential Risk and a Philosophy of the Future 

Whole list here.   

 

  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Pursuit-Unicorns-Journey-through-Biotechnology/dp/1621824985/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7ED48C3Y7D12&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.FgFUeZoYLse3gLqrTWJC1vkKb0GVmoMOtQmiBP3PCNCzyqC6BY-mn-NZbFhA5dHFbTZBYx9q8shC279b-f0xG1OKjcagrkxSmJz-B-hle3wkGL4L5vx3mPPPzWVVwVrYfCqjTSlDga0T1E467rWY3bqEz1fKK2N8pyG3twsLc-3ZNCgpBQ5j778OSiC26KyVrVwZxDqf3vGdPlPi8PcpyPTAffQRSzOlGkh9RxfzpsQ.06pXSWyat5CYRWUZ0gzOd1vgx0PGkiK8X19nlzXnjLk&dib_tag=se&keywords=In+Pursuit+of+Unicorns&qid=1743610867&sprefix=in+pursuit+of+unicorns%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Building-Backwards-Biotech-Entrepreneurship-Cutting-Edge/dp/B09TYS91DX/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MLURCE8QPEK7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2aTKINMgVq1c9u2xY5fxiMljBrM9Lphl3FSb2-On8bJU5FpCmNZ4HYb61E8IOldYgvT-VpAe006nprA0gnezh0U0qSHyPR2cvQFl3ioXrkc.epOmm_AmAXS-YRV3ng8z6wAk2dn7p-38y1zoTBpXdVQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=building+backwards+to+biotech&qid=1743611125&sprefix=Building+Backwards%2Caps%2C176&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Breakthrough-Blockbuster-Business-Biotechnology/dp/0195084004/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JQHZJSVCC788&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.fyNRNKxvCxFhKk2quHoKnw.-9wCMSZpozYh7fQPzKOCP0p5W1Soasl8hqb2CCOBa48&dib_tag=se&keywords=From+Breakthrough+to+Blockbuster%3A+the+Business+of+Biotechnology&qid=1743611205&sprefix=from+breakthrough+to+blockbuster+the+business+of+biotechnology%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Problem-Increasing-Human-Energy-Illustrated/dp/B08DBHCZ2W/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ZFB7G8HNYLG7&keywords=the+problem+of+increasing+human+energy+by+nikola+tesla&qid=1706121954&sprefix=the+problem+of+incre%2Caps%2C151&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Surely-Youre-Joking-Mr-Feynman/dp/0393355624/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2P4VTINBS5DGV&keywords=surely+you%27re+joking+mr.+feynman&qid=1706122493&sprefix=Surely+you%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Diamond-Age-Illustrated-Primer-Spectra/dp/0553380966/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1A0IOFNMRZJYA&keywords=diamond+age+neal+stephenson&qid=1706122649&sprefix=Diamond+Age%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07WLZZ9WV?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_aps_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1706122714&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316311294/ref=ox_sc_act_title_5?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Martian-Andy-Weir/dp/0553418025/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JWAF8QVRC6HH&keywords=the+martian+andy+weir&qid=1706542482&sprefix=The+Martian%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Second-Kind-Impossible-Extraordinary-Matter/dp/147672993X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1706122757&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Infinite-All-Directions-Lectures-April-November/dp/0060728892/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IW5Z2NAI3X1I&keywords=infinite+in+all+directions&qid=1706542542&sprefix=Infinite+in+all%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Infinity-Explanations-Transform-World/dp/0143121359/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7FPP1LORRRAT&keywords=the+beginning+of+infinity&qid=1706542591&sprefix=The+Beginning+o%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/125086951X/?bestFormat=true&k=john%20and%20paul%20a%20love%20story%20in%20songs&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_19&crid=3KVHUGV31ONJ6&sprefix=John%20%26%20Paul%20love%20st
https://x.com/patrickc/status/1825618450837885036
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bFrZsp9gwDJ7EHvbFq61cTf7j5-HxEOdF6s-2EIbpeE/edit


 

 

 


