
Wednesday, August 30th, 2023 
 
Dear Members of Congress, 
 
As executive Directors of over 130 global, national, state, and local HIV advocacy organizations 
as well as organizations representing people living with and affected by HIV, we write to request 
your support in a time of unprecedented concern for our movement. Specifically, we are asking 
you to do whatever you can to support the HIV funding levels and report language proposed by 
the Senate LHHS appropriations subcommittee for FY24 and a clean, five year PEPFAR 
reauthorization. Additionally, next week, on Tuesday September 5th at 4pm ET, a large coalition 
of national and global HIV/AIDS organizations will hold a press conference in front of the US 
Senate in an effort to #SaveHIVFunding. You and your staff are invited to attend and, of course, 
welcome to speak in support of robust funding for the domestic and global HIV responses.  
 
As you are undoubtedly aware, the House LHHS appropriations subcommittee has proposed 
slashing $767M in HIV funding for FY24, including eliminating funds specifically designated for 
the bipartisan Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative. At the same time, PEPFAR is seeing 
unprecedented threats to its reauthorization since it was first established by President George 
W. Bush in 2003 to address HIV/AIDS globally. Now is the time for our champions in Congress to 
show up and say that we will not turn our backs on people living with HIV and that we remain 
committed to our efforts to end HIV as an epidemic by 2030. Should these existential threats to 
our progress come to pass, we will miss national and global targets to end the epidemic, 
undermine the successful work of HIV service organizations everywhere, and threaten the lives 
and wellbeing of vulnerable communities all across the US and around the world.  We 
appreciate that both the FY24 House and Senate State, Foreign Operations bills maintain crucial 
funding for PEPFAR and the Global Fund.  
 
To allow these catastrophic cuts to occur would be particularly devastating as we find our 
movement on the verge of significant, and long sought victories. US investments in research 
have driven forward the advent of effective treatment, pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for 
individuals not living with HIV, and research confirming that people living with HIV who achieve 
an undetectable viral load cannot transmit the virus sexually. That US funded research, 
combined with global and domestic investments in services for people living with HIV, has 
resulted in treatment access for well over 20 million individuals, including at least half a million 
Americans living with HIV who receive support annually, and saved over 25 million lives globally 
through PEPFAR.  Domestic HIV prevention efforts have accelerated with President Barack 
Obama’s establishment of the first National HIV/AIDS Strategy in 2010 and the announcement 
of the Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) initiative by President Donald Trump in 2019, resulting in a 
16% reduction in new HIV infections since 2017 in America’s most highly affected jurisdictions. 
Along with recent calls from President Biden for a National PrEP Program to amplify EHE efforts, 
and exciting new long-acting treatment and prevention options, our movement stands on the 
edge of bringing the epidemic under control for all American communities and for communities 
around the world. We have already seen that kind of success internationally in places like the 
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UK, Australia, and at least five nations receiving PEPFAR funding including Zimbabwe and 
Botswana.  
 
In contrast, a $767M loss to domestic funding and the failure to reauthorize PEPFAR would cost 
our communities and our nation dearly. All existing progress would be put at risk. Every new HIV 
infection in the US translates into $501,000 in lifetime healthcare costs, meaning that even an 
increase of just 2,000 new infections in the US will obliterate any savings House appropriators 
are hoping to achieve. Five thousand Americans still die from AIDS-related causes each year; 
worldwide there is still one AIDS-related death every minute. Those numbers will grow if we 
cannot ensure ongoing funding for key support services. The PEPFAR program has served as a 
bridge between the US and over 50 countries around the world; failure to reauthorize such a 
highly respected program and the health crises likely to result would erode US standing and 
influence.  
 
These attacks on HIV funding would compound the many unique challenges our field has faced 
since the emergence of COVID and the mpox outbreak last summer. As experts in addressing 
infectious diseases under extraordinary conditions, our organizations and HIV leaders in the 
national and international HIV/AIDS responses have stepped in to help advise political leaders, 
partner with health departments, foster critical research, and provide additional, frequently 
uncompensated, direct services to mitigate these emerging threats in marginalized 
communities. We did so all while continuing to provide critical HIV-related services to our 
communities. It is therefore particularly dismaying that the House has put forward an 
appropriations bill that would walk away from the US commitment to end HIV. 
 
We ask that you speak out to ensure that we fully fund our domestic and global anti-HIV 
efforts. Our nation’s historic response to HIV/AIDS has been in so many ways a bipartisan victory 
and a source of pride for Democrats and Republicans alike. It is an inspiring story of what can 
happen when we place politics aside and invest in scientific progress and compassionate 
services that open the door to effective treatment and prevention. We hope that you will join us 
to honor this history, to lift up our ongoing progress in saving lives and preventing new 
infections, and to call for continued investment in our domestic and global efforts to end HIV as 
an epidemic.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeremiah Johnson 
PrEP4All 
New York, NY 
 
Paul Kawata 
NMAC 
Washington DC 
 
Charles King 
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Housing Works 
New York, NY 
 
Asia Rusell, ​
Health GAP  
 
Mark Harrington 
Treatment Action Group 
New York, NY 
 
Chris Beyrer MD, MPH 
Director, Duke Global Health Institute 
Professor of Medicine, Duke University 
Associate Director, Global HIV, Duke Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) 
 
Jeff Berry  
The Reunion Project 
Chicago, IL 
 
Lauren Banks 
National HIV/AIDS Housing Coalition 
Washington, D.C. 
 
IRIEBI Gboh  
ICHANGE 
Côte d'Ivoire 
 
Alecia Tramel-McIntyre  
Positive People Network, Inc. 
Miami, FL  
 
Mitchell Warren          
AVAC   
New York, NY  
  
Jose M. Zuniga 
International Association of Providers of AIDS Care  
Fast-Track Cities Institute 
Washington DC 
  
Carl Schmid     
HIV+Hepatitis Policy Institute 
Washington DC           
  



Dr. David Reznik          
HIV Dental Alliance 
Atlanta , Georgia 
            
Ejiogu Franklin Chigozie          
Crème de la crème house of fame foundation Nigeria          
Abuja, Nigeria 
  
Jen Laws          
Community Access National Network            
Slidell, Louisiana 
            
Maxwell Osei Owusu   
Access Care Treatment and Support Ghana   
New Tafo Akyem, Ghana 
  
Julie K. Marston, MPH 
AccessHealth MA        
Boston, Massachusetts 
            
Brandon M. Macsata  
ADAP Advocacy           
Washington DC 
            
Brian Hujdich  
HealthHIV       
Washington DC 
            
Cristine Sardina           
Desiree Alliance 
USA 
        ​             
Rosie Mngqibisa          
Enhancing Care Foundation    
Durban, South Africa 
  
Sophie Strachan          
Sophia Forum  
London, United Kingdom 
  
De'Ashia Lee   
Act Now: End AIDS Coalition  
Yemassee, SC  
  



Kathie M. Hiers           
AIDS Alabama 
Birmingham, Alabama            
  
Ian Palmquist  
Equality Federation     
Washington DC           
  
JD Davids 
Strategies for High Impact / Long COVID Justice        
Detroit, MI      
  
Masen Davis    
Funders Concerned About AIDS         
Washington DC 
 
Michael Ruppal           
The AIDS Institute       
Tampa, Florida 
  
Lynda Dee       
AIDS Action Baltimore 
Baltimore, MD 
            
Eula Burge       
Proactive Community Services           
Flossmoor, IL   
  
Franceina Hopkins      
BE EMPOWERED NO ONE LEFT BEHIND         
Lexington, South Carolina 
            
Kennedy Otundo         
Uganda Network of AIDS service organizations         
Kampala, Uganda 
  
Billy Rogers     
Golden Rainbows of Illinois South      
Du Quoin, Illinois 
            
Marlena Richardson   
Positive Women’s Network USA         
Orangeburg, SC 
  



Nicholas Engwau         
Amoru AIDS Support Community Initiative (ASCI)     
Kampala, Uganda 
            
Tony Hoang     
Equality California       
CA 
            
Stephen Lee 
NASTAD           
Washington DC           
  
John Peller      
AIDS Foundation Chicago       
Chicago, IL       
  
Dvora Davey    
UCLA   
Los Angeles, California 
            
Ariq Cabbler    
Alliance Care 360        
Chicago, IL       
  
Donna Reeder 
LivWell Community Health Services, Inc.       
Paducah, Kentucky 
            
Murray Penner            
U=U plus         
Washington DC           
 
Ronnie Bass     
Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta          
Marietta, GA   
  
Gabriel Munyao Nyamai         
Santiago Perfecto Foundation 
Nairobi , Kenya 
  
Eula Burge       
Proactive Community Services           
Flossmoor, Illinois 
            



Anne Statton   
Mother and Child Alliance      
Chicago, Illinois           
  
Channyn Lynne Parker 
Brave Space Alliance   
Chicago, Illinois 
            
Omar Lopez    
CALOR/AHF 
Chicago, IL       
  
Darya Shahgheibi        
Greater Community AIDS Project of East Central Illinois       
Champaign, Illinois     
  
Kennedy Mutale         
Decisive Minds            
Lusaka, Zambia 
 
Craig Rouskey 
Renegade.Health 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Brandon Hill, Interim President and CEO 
Vivent Health (Colorado, Missouri, Texas and Wisconsin) and TPAN (Chicago, Illinois). 
 
Ronda B. Goldfein, Esq. 
AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania 
 
Bruce J. Packett, II (he/him) 
American Academy of HIV Medicine​
Washington, DC 20006  
 
David Gachungi         
Fantasy Soccer Academy (FSA) 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 
Tom R. Muyunga-Mukasa 
Advocacy Network Africa (AdNetA) 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 
Samuel Waliggo  
Public Health Steering Team-Uganda (PHSTU) 



Masaka, Uganda 
 
Ambrose Katwiire 
Rakai Community Based Health Project (RACHEP) 
Masaka, Uganda 
 
Muwanga Timothy 
Most At Risk Populations’ Society in Uganda (MARPS In Uganda) 
Kampala, Uganda 
 
Bamby Salcedo 
The Translatin@ Coalition 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Alvaro Bermejo  
IPPF Director General 
 
Comr. Bala Samaila     
Kaduna Network of People Living With HIV/Aids In Nigeria  
Kaduna, Nigeria 
            
Mark Misrok   
National Working Positive Coalition   
New York, New York   
            
Lance Toma     
San Francisco Community Health Center       
San Francisco, California (CA) 
  
Craig E. Thompson      
APLA Health    
Los Angeles, California 
            
Kristine Yakhama        
Good Health Community Programmes          
Nairobi, Kenya 
  
Andrew Spieldenner   
MPact Global Action   
San Diego, CA  
  
Ellen LaPointe 
Fenway Health 
Boston, Massachusetts 



            
Nicole McAfee 
Freedom Oklahoma    
Oklahoma City , Oklahoma 
            
Emmett Schelling        
Transgender Education Network of Texas (TENT)      
Houston, Texas 
            
S. Mandisa Moore-O'Neal      
CHLP    
New Orleans, Louisiana 
            
Wally Cantu 
Valley AIDS Council     
Harlingen, Texas 
            
Andrea Weddle, MSW 
HIV Medicine Association       
Arlington, VA   
  
Dorothy Dow, MD, MSc          
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre-Duke University Collaboration           
Moshi, Tanzania 
  
Cindy Clay       
HIPS     
Washington DC 
            
Keith R. Green, PhD, MSW      
Chicago Black Gay Men's Caucus        
Chicago, IL       
  
Kenya Moussa 
Positive Women's Network    
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania     
  
Krista Martel   
The Well Project         
Brooklyn, NY   
  
Leisha McKinley-Beach           
Black Public Health Academy 
Atlanta, GA 



  
Alexa Rodriguez          
Trans-Latinx DMV        
Washington, DC 
  
naina khanna  
Positive Women's Network-USA         
Oakland, CA 
 
Vanessa Johnson, JD/Linda H. Scruggs, MHS 
Ribbon 
Largo, MD 
 
Barb Cardell - Legislative Chair           
Colorado Organizations and Individuals Responding to HIV/AIDS (CORA)     
Boulder, Colorado 
  
Claude A Martin          
AcadianaCares 
LAFAYETTE, Louisiana 
  
David kabundi 
AYARHEP         
Nairobi , Kenya 
  
Cornelius Mabin, Jr.    
Arkansas RAPPS, Inc.  
Little Rock, Arkansas 
  
Billy Kirkpatrick           
Five Horizons Health Services 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
  
Michael Dorosh          
Treatment Education Network           
Denver , CO 
  
Shey Thorn      
Five Horizons Health Services 
Montgomery, Alabama 
  
Cynthia Lapsley           
Selma AIDS Information and Referral 
Selma, Alabama 



  
Olauluwa Abugun       
ATHENA Network        
Windhoek, Namibia    
 
Jessie Schwiesow, MPH 
Unity Wellness Center 
Opelika, Alabama 
 
Micheal Ighodaro and Bruce Richman 
Prevention Access Campaign  
New York, New York 
 
Samuel Kuria 
MPEG 
Kenya 
 
Lois Chingandu 
Frontline AIDS 
Capetown, South Africa  
 
Chris Collins 
Friends of the Global Fight  
Washington, D.C.  
 
Tami Haught/Kamaria Laffrey 
Sero Project    
Milford , PA      
  
Sheila Davis     
Partners In Health       
Boston, MA     
  
Brielle L  Gillis  
Positive Women's Network-USA-Houston      
Houston, Texas 
            
Marc Hernandez         
Living Positive San Antonio     
San Antonio, TX 
  
Julie Seaver     
Compass LGBTQ Community Center  
Lake Worth Beach, FL 



  
David C. Harvey           
National Coalition of STD Directors    
Washington DC 
            
Doug Fountain 
Christian Connections for International Health          
Alexandria, VA 
  
Kell Wilkinson 
AIDS Free Pittsburgh   
Pittsburgh, PA 
  
Lillian Mworeko          
International Community of Women living with HIV Eastern Africa (ICWEA)           
Kampala, Uganda 
  
Jesse Milan, Jr. 
AIDS United     
Washington DC 
            
Catherine Christeller   
Chicago Women's AIDS Project          
Chicago, IL 
            
Jeff Taylor 
HIV+Aging Research Project-Palm Springs     
Palm Springs, California 
            
Melanie Reese 
Older Women Embracing Life 
Baltimore, MD 
  
Monica Gandhi           
Ward 86 HIV Clinic      
San Francisco, CA 
  
David Ernesto Munar  
Howard Brown Health 
Chicago, IL 
            
Michael J Dorosh        
AIDS Treatment Activists Coalition     
New York, New York   



  
Nichole Albert Little    
Sexual Health Education Research & Outreach (SHERO)       
OAKLAND, CA  
  
Gary Daffin      
Multicultural AIDS Coalition   
Boston, MA 
  
Vanessa J Carson-Sasso          
National Alliance for HIV Education and Workforce Development (NAHEWD)         
Washington DC 
            
Antoine Ghoston         
Arkansas Black Gay Men's Forum       
Little Rock, Arkansas   
  
Michelle Harris           
Ryan White Marion County    
Indianapolis, IN 
            
Warren Alexander O'Meara-Dates     
Clinic652, LLC  
Gadsden, Alabama      
  
Ronald Johnson, Chair, Steering Committee  
U.S. People Living With HIV Caucus    
Silver Spring, MD 
            
Oscar Lopez    
Poderosos       
Harligen, Texas 
            
Deb Hauser     
Advocates for Youth    
Washington, D.C. 
            
Simon Sikwese 
Pakachere Institute of Health and Development Communication     
Blantyre, Malawi 
  
Todd Malone   
BroadReach Health Development      
Cape Town, South Africa 



  
Creola Hampton         
BLACHE-Black Leadership Advocacy Coalition for Healthcare Equity 
Chicago, Illinois 
            
Solomon Wambua      
KP Consortium of Kenya         
Nairobi , Kenya 
Hillary Amukambwa Oneya    
Picture Youth Group Organization      
Kisumu , Kenya 
  
ABDULWAHID HASSAN           
AMKENI MALINDI ORG           
MALINDI, KENYA 
  
CAROLINE KEMUNTO  
BUSIA SURVIVORS       
BUSIA, KENYA 
  
John Mathenge           
Hoymas Kenya 
Nairobi, Kenya 
  
Rita Gatonye   
Women In Response to HIV/AIDS and Drug Addiction (WRADA)       
Nairobi, Kenya 
  
Joseph Odongo Dowg  
TEDA PROJECT/Kilifi Network of People Who Use Drugs         
Malindi, Kenya 
 
Larry Cohen  
Point Source Youth 
 
​​Graham Harriman       
CAEAR Coalition          
Washington DC 
 
Symon Howard 
THRIVING TRANSMEN OF COLOR 
Executive Director 
Newport News, Virginia 
            



Kellan E. Baker 
Whitman-Walker Institute      
Washington DC 
            
Nelson Mutugi Silas    
EMAC  
Meru, Kenya 
 
Philip Manuni 
KYDESA 
Nakuru, Kenya 
 
Erica Gollub, DrPH MPH         
Pace University       ​             
Pleasantville, New York 
            
Christine Soyong Harley          
SIECUS: Sex Ed for Social Change        
Washington DC 
            
Pinampi Maano           
Kgorogo Social Investments    
Klerksdorp, RSA 
  
Tom Hughes    
Illinois Public Health Association        
Springfield, IL 
 
Solange Baptiste 
International Treatment Preparedness Coalition Global (ITPC)​
Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
Patricia Asero Ochieng 
Dandora community Aids support Association (DACASA) 
NAIROBI, KENYA 
 
Udom Likhitwonnawut           
Thailand National HIV Community Advisory Board   
Chiang Mai, Thailand 
  
Mathew Gyamfi          
Western Equality zone foundation     
Takoradi, Ghana 
  



A. J. Scruggs    
Visible Truth 365         
Philadelphia, PA 
  
Ezekiel Amenya           
Watu Center for Health and Advocacy (WACHA CBO)           
Mombasa, Kenya 
  
Frank Beadle de Palomo         
mothers2mothers       
Cape Town, South Africa 
  
D'Jamel Young 
TMSM Connect           
Atlanta, GA 
  
Louis Omona   
Gulu Regional Referral Hospital          
GULU, UGANDA 
  
Marian W. Wentworth            
Management Sciences for Health      
Washington DC 
  
Fredette West, Dir.      
African American Health Alliance       
Dunkirk, Maryland 
            
Mx. Trinitee Wilson     
BLAQ5683 LLC 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania     
  
Victor kailemia            
Impact CBO     
Nairobi , Kenya 
  
Lorna Dias       
galck+  
Nairobi , Kenya 
  
Silverline Wiro 
Shining Light Women Initiative for Health, Right and Development 
Yenagoa, Nigeria 
  



Ibrahim huruka           
Coast zone community centre            
Coast, Tanzania 
  
Zahara Bassett 
Life Is Work     
Chicago, IL 
  
Sean DeYoung 
Allies for Health + Wellbeing  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
 
Francis Ssali 
Deputy Executive Director, Joint Clinical Research Centre  
Kampala, Uganda. 
  


