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"When nothing seems to help, I go look at a stonecutter hammering away at his rock perhaps a hundred times 

without as much as a crack showing in it. Yet at the hundred and first blow it will split in two, and I know it 

was not that blow that did it, but all that had gone before." 

  

Jacob Riis 

                     The Stonecutters Credo 

  

This quote serves as a strong reminder of the role of grit in the lives of our students and the professionals 

who support them each day. For my part as a school leader, it is critical that I set high expectations, while 

building scaffolds that allow students and staff to meet lofty standards. Equally important, however, is the 

promotion of skills which will allow students to persevere in the face of adversity; to accept challenges 

willingly; to reboot after perceived failure. In the words of Dr. Kevin Sheehan, our students need to learn to 

"fail well." 

 

As parents, you play an incredibly important role in promoting grit. Please be sure to take a look at the article 

linked here and some of the resources included below. 

 

The Power of Defeat: How to Raise a Child with Grit 

 

The Character Lab & Grit 

 

As always, thank you for your support. 

 

Mr. Keegan 

 

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/social-emotional-learning/social-skills-for-kids/power-defeat-how-to-raise-kid-grit.html#:~:text=Put%20a%20challenge%20in%20front,an%20important%20way%20kids%20learn.
https://characterlab.org/playbooks/grit/

