Fishermen have a special relaﬁor\ship with their boats. At certain times of the

year they spencl movre wakinﬁ hours on the water than they do at home. Toclay’s

Fishermen knhow a little bit about every’rhinﬂ that makes their boats run and take

special care to keep ever iNg In tip-top shape. Getting towed in because o+ a
p l to keep ything in tip-top shap Hing dinb £

malfunction means a loss of income and at the very least, a +rip out of town to

Y P
get parts or repairs. During peak. season, these down clays are especiolly
Pru9+ra+ina aond costly.

Boat lauilding Iaeaan in the BooJrhlaay Region in the early 1800s. it was often a
-C—amily offair and Adams, Hodgdon, McDougall, Murray, Reed, Rice, and Sawyer are
some names of note. Boats were needed to transport goods and passengers and
For the Pishinﬂ industry. As a result, earlier vessels were working vessels which
included schoohers, coasters, steamers, trawlers, sardine carriers, barks, and
bonkers. Harold CliitFord describes the local boat buiding industry on page 105 in
his book, The Boo-Hnbay Harbor Regjon 1906-19¢0,



'East Boothbay had a shiplauildinﬂ tradition which went back. a hundred and
+wen+y—1:ive years to the days of the pinkies, Chebacco boats, clipper ships,
down-easters, coasters, and Pishing schooners for the Grand Banks. By 1906,
caPi+a| was @oina into steamships For coastwise and oceanic service, into +ualaoa+9
and strings of barges. Hodgdon Brothers and the W. Irving Adoms yard were no
longer called on to build the Fast and adble bankers which would pitch ond roll ofF
New{oundland and then -Ply home with a hold Full of cod in the First stages of
sa|+ina.“

The First decade of the 1900s was a time of prosperity. There was a new ond
increased market For pleasure boats. Seasonal summer colonies and grond
estates up and down the New England coast were more and more common.
Yochts and pleasure boats became a status symbol For the wealthy. Shipyards
catered to this market and built sloops, ketches, schooner yochts and
knock-abouts. Rice Brothers outfitted their 20-Foot motorboats with their own
4-hp engines. A Fire in July of 1917 consumed the Rice yard and 50 stock pleasure
boats completely Finished and reody to be shipped. Pleasure boats went down east
to Bar Harbor and south to Cape Cod. In 1916 US. shipyards were reported as
lounching a ship a clay.

Workinﬂ vessels were Iausy transporting passengers From the Boo’rhba\/ Regjon
to Bath and on to Boston Vessels built in the Boothbay region were delivering rum
to West Africa, barrel staves to Barbados, and spruce lumber to South Africa
Fishing vessels supplied the canneries, processors, and Freezers with mackerel,
herring, and lobster. It was an exciting time to be a mariner and a prosperous time
to be a boat buider or sail maker.

The location for My9+ery #7 s In an area where shiplouilding was the Principal
employmerﬁ For the communier in the ear‘ly 900s. It is how a town Park and Pulolic
boat launch.
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MAP CLUE



https://www.boothbayregionmaritimefoundation.org/projects-programs/maritime-mystery-tour-scavenger-hunt/map-clues

