
 

           

TRANSLATED NEWSLETTER:     Amharic   Arabic   Chinese   French   Korean   Persian   Spanish   Uzbek  
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Wednesday, 9/17​ Student Picture Day 
 
Friday, 9/19​ ​ PTA Back to School Social, Black Hill Regional Park, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, 9/23​​ No School for Students and Staff  
 
Friday, 9/26​ ​ Early Release Day - Students dismissed at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Thursday, 10/2​ No School for Students and Staff  
 
    
Dear Clarksburg Elementary School Families, 
 
I hope that you and your family had a safe, relaxing, and enjoyable weekend.  I want to thank all of the families 
who were able to join us for our Back to School Nights last week.  It was great to see you and be able to provide 
you with information that will help you to support your students throughout the 2025-2026 school year.  Your 
feedback regarding the event was awesome and I am so glad that you had the opportunity to get to know my 
tremendous staff on a deeper and more personal level.  
 
I want to remind you that student portraits will be taken on Wednesday.  I always look forward to student 
picture day because I get to see so many of your children dressed up in their cute and fancy outfits!  We also 
have the PTA Back to School Social on Friday evening.  It is always one of our most highly attended events.  I 
look forward to seeing you and your family at Black Hill Regional Park on Friday. 
 
Please see the additional information below to learn more about the exciting things that we are doing and the 
Montgomery County Public School system is offering.  Contact the school if you have any questions or 
concerns.  Take care and stay safe. 
 
 
Sincerely,    

Carl Robert Bencal 
Carl Robert Bencal 
Principal 
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From Your PTA 💙🐾 

​
Thank you to everyone who joined our PTA Meeting!  We loved seeing so many families come together! 🎉 
We’re excited to partner with parents and our amazing community to make this school year the best yet.​
​
 👉 Not a member yet? ​ Join the PTA Here​
​
 👉 Want to get involved?  ​ Sign Up to be a Classroom Coordinator 
                                          ​ Sign Up to volunteer for our any of our PTA Events​
​
 👉 After-School Programs are open now—don’t miss out! Register Here !​
​
It takes all of us to make the magic happen for our kids, so jump in where you can.  
  
Together, we can make this year truly unforgettable! ✨ 
 
 

 
YEARBOOK COVER CONTEST! 

 
The Clarksburg Elementary School yearbook is looking for this year’s cover art!  Our school song inspired this 
year’s theme: “Our Cheetah Spirit is Shining Bright!”  
 
Please follow the guidelines below when creating your cover.  Submissions that do not follow these guidelines 
cannot be accepted: 

●​ Use a plain white sheet of 8 ½” x 11” paper in the portrait orientation. 
●​ Include the following: 

○​ Clarksburg Elementary 
○​ Our Cheetah Spirit is Shining Bright! 
○​ 2025-2026 

●​ All capitalization, punctuation, and spelling must be correct.  Lettering must be neat and in print. 
●​ All entries must be hand-drawn, student-created artwork. (Created by the CES student submitting the 

entry) 
●​ Drawings should be school appropriate, related to the theme, and represent Clarksburg Elementary 

School. 
●​ All entries should be neatly colored.  Marker is preferred, but crayon and colored pencil are also 

acceptable. 
●​ The following information must be included on the BACK of the submission: 

○​ Student’s first and last name 
○​ Student’s grade level 
○​ Student’s homeroom teacher 

●​ Only original submissions will be accepted, no digital copies are allowed through the yearbook 
company. 

●​ All entries are due to Mrs. Walsh on or before Monday, September 22, 2025.  Late entries will not be 
accepted due to the voting schedule, so please use your time wisely. 
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CES Back to School Social - Friday, September 19 
 
Mark your calendars!  The PTA invites you to celebrate the start of the new school year with us at the CES 
Back to School Social!  Bring your family to Black Hill Regional Park on Friday, September 19 at 5:30 PM.  
When you arrive at the park, you’ll find us at the playground near Shelter A.  We’re extra excited because we’ll 
have two delicious food trucks joining us, Tacos El Pariente and the Clarksburg Yard Ice Cream Truck!  They 
accept cash, credit, and apple pay.  Check out the flyer for all of the info, and if you know any other CES 
families please send it along to them!  
  
We can’t wait to see familiar faces and meet some new friends!  
 
The PTA Executive Board  
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Picture Day - Wednesday, September 17 
 
Picture day is coming up on Wednesday, September 17, 2025.  We need volunteers to ensure that picture day 
runs smoothly and that we get great photos of all of our adorable cheetahs!  As a picture day volunteer you will 
guide students from their classrooms/the waiting area to a photographer who is waiting to snap a photo of their 
smiling face!  Any time you can contribute is greatly appreciated because we need volunteers for the entire 
school day, from 9:30 AM - 3:15 PM.  Please complete this google form if you are available to help out.  
  
Thank you so much, 
The CES PTA Board 
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Messages and Updates from MCPS 

 
Want to Volunteer in MCPS? 

​
MCPS welcomes volunteers!  MCPS schools are stronger because parents, caregivers, and community members 
step in to help.  Whether it’s chaperoning a trip, coaching, or lending a hand in the classroom, volunteers make a 
real difference for kids.  At the same time, nothing matters more than keeping every child safe.  That’s why we 
require all volunteers to complete required training—and some volunteers must also complete a fingerprinted 
background check, including: 

●​ Volunteer coaches 
●​ Grade 6 Outdoor Education  
●​ Overnight or extended day field trip chaperones (returning after 7:00 p.m. or out-of-area/state) 
●​ Volunteers working 1:1 with students unsupervised 

 
For more information about being a volunteer with MCPS, visit these websites: 

●​ Volunteer Information 
●​ Application Form 
●​ Child Abuse and Neglect Training 
●​ MCPS Background Screening Office (for criminal background checks) 

  
 
 

Have Questions? Need Answers? AskMCPS Can Help!​
 

Your child’s school is always a great place to start with questions, and staff are ready to help.  But you can also 
reach out to AskMCPS for support. 

●​ The AskMCPS Chatbot and website search are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, in any language. 
●​ Real people answer the AskMCPS phone lines and Spanish hotline Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

○​ Call 240-740-3000 (English) or 240-740-2845 (Spanish). 
○​ Or email AskMCPS@mcpsmd.org. 

 
Resources: 

●​ Visit the Ask MCPS Website 
●​ See the Ask MCPS Flyer—English / español / 中文 / français / Português / 한국어 / tiếng Việt / አማርኛ 
●​ Read the Ask MCPS Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) English / español / 中文 / français / Português / 
한국어 / tiếng Việt / አማርኛ 

●​ Visit the “Most Requested” website and… 
●​ Don’t forget to use the MCPS Chat Bot–you can find it on the MCPS homepage and on the Ask MCPS 

website. 
 
 
 

Help Shape Next Year’s School Calendar—Share Your Input! 
​
MCPS is seeking input as it works to develop the 2026-2027 school calendar.  Complete this survey by 
Tuesday, September 30, to share your feedback.  Your input is an important component of the development 
process.  Take the survey today!  
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Stronger Background Checks, Fingerprinting and Badging Underway​

 
The safety of our students and staff always comes first.  The recent report from the Montgomery County Office 
of the Inspector General made clear that background check procedures had not been as strong or consistent as 
they needed to be.  We agree with those findings, and we are acting quickly to correct these issues and catch up. 
This work has begun across the district.  Here’s what we’re doing: 

●​ Re-Fingerprinting Staff Hired Before 2019: All will be enrolled in RapBack, the FBI’s continuous 
background monitoring system, ensuring ongoing safety checks, not just one-time clearances. 

●​ Clearing CPS Checks: With support from MCPS and the Department of Health and Human Services, 
dedicated teams are processing any yet-to-be done Child Protective Services clearances quickly through 
a new electronic system. 

●​ Re-Badging Staff: Updated badges are being issued through multiple mobile badging teams and 
printers. 

 
Every employee, contractor and volunteer will receive a new badge displaying the “Security Certified” image. 
This visible marker will confirm that the individual has successfully completed the updated clearance process. 
This work began September 8 in the Paint Branch cluster, following the completion of all Special Needs schools 
last week.  With 211 schools across MCPS, resources have been surged, including multiple fingerprinting 
stations and additional staff support, to complete this process by mid-December. 
 
For the future, improvements in our processes will allow MCPS to keep pace with new hires, new volunteers, 
and contractors so that everyone working with our students, and alongside each other, is “MCPS Security 
Certified.” 
 
It’s important to know that every staff member, contractor and volunteer currently working with students has 
already passed a criminal background check.  No one has unsupervised access to students without clearance. 
 
MCPS will report progress on this work to the Board of Education at its business meeting in September, and 
again before the Montgomery County Council’s Audit Committee on September 26. 
 
 
 

Next Round of Boundary Study Options Meetings Set for October​
 

You spoke; we listened.  Make plans to attend a boundary study option meeting in October.  The community is 
invited to upcoming public information meetings for the reopening of Charles W. Woodward High School, the 
opening of Crown High School, and the expansion of the Damascus High School.  In these sessions, the 
community will hear about the proposed refined boundary options for the 2027-2028 school year, including 
accompanying maps, articulation patterns, data tables and an interactive map tool.  MCPS will also share 
surveys for each boundary study so that attendees can continue to provide meaningful feedback. See the 
opportunities to attend a virtual or in-person session  or the MCPS Boundary Study webpage 
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Remind, ParentSquare, ParentVUE–What’s the Difference?​
 

We know that you may still have questions about the different platforms for school communication. We’ve 
created this resource to help clarify the difference and answer your questions.  Additional resources and guides 
can be found on the Technology Information and Support for Parents webpage.  
 
 
 

Job Fair for Bus Drivers Set for Sept. 18​
 

MCPS is hosting a job fair for bus drivers from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 18.  The fair 
will be held at the Shady Grove Transportation Depot, 16651 Crabbs Branch Way in Rockville.​
 
To become a bus driver, the minimum qualifications are: 

●​ Must be at least 21 years old. 
●​ Have a clean driving history; no more than one point on your driver’s license. 
●​ Have at least three years of driving experience, with at least one year driving in the U.S. 
●​ Meet all pre-service training and testing requirements. 

 
Interested candidates are asked to create a profile on the MCPS Careers portal.  For more information, call 
240-740-6080. 
 
 
 

From The News Page 
 

Pickleball Diplomacy: Continuing MCPS’ cultural exchange, MCPS recently welcomed visiting students from 
China. 
 
ReImagine Your Classroom: A special education teacher at Sherwood Elementary School got to do just that.  
 
  
 

Stay Connected to MCPS 
 

●​ VISIT the MCPS homepage. 
●​ CALL 240-740-3000. Staff take calls from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, in English 

and Spanish (240-740-2845). Visit the AskMCPS website 
●​ READ news and information sent via email and text message and on the MCPS News page. 
●​ FOLLOW the MCPS social media pages:​

x.com/mcps / facebook.com/mcpsmd / instagram.com/mcps_md facebook.com/mcpsespanol / 
x.com/MCPSEspanol / instagram.com/mcpsenespanol 

●​ SIGN UP for emails and text alerts and make sure your ParentVue information is up to date. 
●​ WATCH the MCPS cable channels Comcast 34 (1071 HD), Verizon 36, or RCN 89 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Faskmcps-faqs%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147506838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5spTa5VS2FhNQsSpFCvfc5%2FBCK7wXBBEpGmDXV%2FRe6U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fnews&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147526244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t84oguAT8r25qOEcenu4a3GtqPPqK%2FdB%2FHDzRzysTSo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Fmcps&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147544801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XQpJKdBSbb5QhaNndm3OpBLT8THAXHho8MKtxGTmNCI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmcpsmd&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147561073%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RYkYDWHre9uRGg01%2FUB9JrYZAAmjz8AUA27AlWQ6oEE%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmcpsespanol&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147594180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WGnnm0scU434z7FJxlTmcel0nwwLaNKsgEen9hNYsHA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2FMCPSEspanol&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147610530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sHmvjrWt%2FNRPze%2F4asQ5OyubyU3o4bycln%2BTq0BPaVA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2FMCPSEspanol&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147610530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sHmvjrWt%2FNRPze%2F4asQ5OyubyU3o4bycln%2BTq0BPaVA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmcpsenespanol%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147626772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2BQjcnK48q4xvOHthlwL2gXgP7Iq4dEjE7ZZCe2h7yo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Femergency%2Falertmcps&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147642997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oPF8rnRWyHevp%2FKscvg61CARN%2Bo78aJTMg4EApnXqjA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fparents%2Ftech-info-support&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147659097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5yfNO1HlgqDIhwqh5xpSpSBF7gTZBANe4j%2FY6nhnBY4%3D&reserved=0


 

 
More MCPS Resources 

 
●​ School calendar 
●​ Parent resource page 
●​ News and Information page / Noticias en Español 
●​ Latest photo galleries 
●​ MCPS TV videos 
●​ MCPS TV español 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FMCPSTV&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147761462%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jPWofBs848C1s4cRVi39LWX3%2B13D2y6zAffoVdkG2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fmcpstvespanol&data=05%7C02%7CCarl_R_Bencal%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023147778182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MN6Jubx5LbWAh8JMldymSkaI53j8A2tkPyWrAHcN61g%3D&reserved=0

